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In venturing to add another book on Qualitative Chemical 
Analysis to the long list of publications on this subject, the author 
has been moved chiefly by the often expressed wish of students 
and friends to have his lectures on qualitative analysis rendered 
available for reference and for a wider circle of instruction. 
Parts I and 11 of the present book embody these lectures in the 
form to which they have developed in the course of the last six- 
teen years, since, in 1894, the teaching of analytical chemistry, 
along the lines followed, was first suggested by Ostwald'a pioneer 
" Wisaenschaftliche Grundlagen der Analytischen Chemie. " 

The author believes that instruction In qualitative analysis, 
besides teaching analysis proper, should demand of the student 
a very distinct advance in the study of general chemistry, and 
should also, consciously, pave the way for work in quantitative 
analysis, if it is not, indeed, accompanied by work in that subject. 
The professional method of work, whether routine or research 
work of the academic or the industrial laboratory is involved, 
inevitably consists in first making an exhaustive study of the 
general chemical aspects of the subject under examination: it 
includes a thorough study of books of reference and of the original 
literature on the subject; and when the experimental work is 
finally undertaken, it is carried out with a critical, searching 
mind, which questions every observation made, every process 
used. The method of instruction in this book aims at develop- 
ing these habits of the professional, productive chemist. For 
the reasons given, a rather thorough and somewhat critical study 
is first made (in Part I) of the fundamental general chemical 
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principles which are most widely involved in analytical work. 
The applications of these principles to the subject matter of 
elementary qualitative analysis are then discussed (in Part II), 
in closest connection with the laboratory work covering the study 
of analytical reactions (in Part III). The material is presented, 
not as a finished subject, but as a growing one, with which the 
present generation of chemists is still busy, and which contains 
many important, unsolved problems of a fimdamental character. 
Numerous references to standard works and to the current liter- 
ature are given, of which those suitable for reading by the young 
student are specially designated. The obvious demand is thereby 
made on the student to aim to remain in touch with the growth 
of the science, after he has completed his studies under the guid- 
ance of an instructor. Finally, to arouse and develop the critical, 
questioning attitude of the professional chemist, referred to above, 
the subject matter of the laboratory work, given in Part III„ 
is put very largely in the form of questions, which demand not 
only careful observation on the part of the student, but also a 
thoughtful interpretation of the observations made. 

In the experience of the author, although the majority of 
students attending his lectures had already acquired some knowl- 
edge of chemical and physical equilibrium, of the theories of 
solutions and of ionization and of their applications, the more ex- 
haustive treatment of parts of these subjects and of related topics, 
to which a course in qualitative analysis lends itself, has been of par- 
ticular benefit to them, bringing them into closer touch with the 
method of detailed study of a chemical topic, than the broader, 
more varied work of general chemistry courses usually does. 
Throughout the theoretical treatment of the subject, the attempt 
is made to prepare the student for a more general quantitative 
expression of chemical relations. For this reason, chemical and 
physical equilibrium constants are given and used, wherever it 
is possible. The author is aware that these "constants" have. 
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in part, only a temporary standing; that more exact work will 
continually modify their nmnerical values and, probably, limit 
the field for their rigorous application. The latter facts can be 
impressed on the student and still the invaluable principle be 
inculcated in his mind, that chemistry is striving to express its 
relations, as far as possible, in mathematieal terms, exactly as 
its sister science, physics, has long been doing. At the same 
time the treatment of physicochemical topics has been kept 
within the bounds set by the subject matter, and by the chemical 
maturity of the students addressed: it is elementary in form, and 
quantitative relations are used, in the main, only to elucidate 
qualitative facts. The rigorous development of the subjects 
presented and their elaboration from a purely physicochemical 
standpoint are left to advanced courses. It has been found that 
this method interests the better class of students in seeking such 
advanced courses. 

The relations of qualitative to quantitative analysis are touched 
upon in the theoretical treatment, where it has been feasible to do 
60. The laboratory methods aim also at beginning the training 
of students in the habit of accuracy demanded by quantitative 
analysis, by laying special emphasis on the methods of detecting 
traces of a number of the common elements and by requiring a 
report on the relative quantities of components found. The study 
of reactions is carried out, almost wholly, with solutions of known 
and uniform molar concentration. However, the actual develop- 
ment of quantitative accuracy is left to the instruction in the 
courses in quantitative analysis, in which a successful training in 
this direction is far more readily attained. Simultaneous courses 
in the two branches of analysis seem to the author to be highly 
desirable, whenever practicable. The study of quantitative analy- 
sis adds neatness of manipulation and accuracy to the work in 
qualitative analysis; and the latter supplies the opportunity for 
the further development of a student's knowledge of general 
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chemistry, for which there is a much smaller scope in quantita- 
tive analysis courses, and thus relieves a condition where a serious 
pedagogical defect is likely to exist in the development of our 
students. 

Parts III and IV of this book are published in a separate volimie, 
as a laboratory manual for qualitative analysis. They comprise 
the instructions for laboratory work introductory to systematic 
analysis (the study of reactions and of the analysis of groups, 
in Part III) and an outline for elementary systematic analysis 
(Part IV). The attempt has been made, in particular, to bring 
the laboratory work, which otherwise follows the usual lines of 
instruction in systematic analysis, also into closest relations to the 
development of the scientific foundations of analytical chemistry y as 
represented in Parts I and II. It is believed that the subject 
matter lends itself especially well to such a close interweaving 
of the two sides of the study, without any special loss of time to 
the student, and with the result, it is hoped, of a greatly increased 
interest on his part and an increased stimulus of the habit of 
scientific thought. 

The following plan of work is used by the author with his 
classes: The first section (lasting eleven weeks) of the course in 
qualitative analysis is started with some seven to ten (according 
to the ability of the class) lectures or classroom exercises, given 
daily, and covering the first seven or the eight chapters of Part I. 
At the end of the second week the laboratory work is started. 
During the remainder of this section of the course, two hours 
of classroom work and eight hours of laboratory work per week 
are required, and, in this period. Part III, comprising the first 
half of the laboratory manual, is studied in the laboratory in 
closest connection with the classroom work on Part II of the book. 
As far as possible, the laboratory work on a given topic precedes 
the classroom work. This first course is followed by an eleven 
weeks' course in systematic analysis, covering Part IV of the book. 
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A third (graduate) course, optional for students specializing in 
chemistry, is offered, in which very complex commercial and 
natural products are analyzed and in which special attention is 
also given to rare elements. During this course, particular care 
is taken to familiarize students with other works on qualitative 
analysis, such as the outlines of A. A. Noyes and Bray, and the 
special parts of Freaenius's manual. 

Students who have been prepared in general chemistry along 
physicochemical lines, as represented, for instance, by Smith's 
textbooks, make more rapid and more easy progress in the first 
course than do students otherwise prepared. But the treatment 
of the subject is intended to make it possible for students, who 
have not paid particular attention to chemical equilibrium and to 
the modem theories of solution in their general chemistry course, 
to complete the course within the time limit indicated. Perhaps 
one-third of the students in an average class, in the past, have 
taken the course under these conditions and no special difficulty 
was encountered by them. 

In the theoretical treatment the author is particularly indebted 
to the original articles and to the larger works of Arrhenius, 
van't Hoff, Nernst, A. A. Noyes, Ostwald, and Walker. For the 
systematic analytical material acknowledgment is due, in partic- 
ular, to Fresenius's " Quahtative Chemical Analysis," and to the 
important publications by A, A, Noyes and Bray in the ./oumai 
of the American Chemical Society. Some of the excellent methods 
of the latter authors have been adopted outright, as indicated in 
the text. For some special matters the author is indebted to the 
texts of W. A. Noyes and of Bottger. Constant references to 
his sources of information have been made by the author, partly 
as a matter of acknowledgment, and more particularly to give 
students and teachers the opportunity for more extended, first- 
hand reading on any topic of interest. References suitable for 
college students are indicated by the addition of (Stud.). In two 
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or three instances, the original source of information has been 
forgotten and diligent search has failed to trace it. For use in 
preparing any future edition of the book, the author will be glad 
to have his attention called to the facts by authors. 

The author wishes to express here his particular appreciation 
of the generous assistance given him by his former colleague, 
Prof. Alexander Smith of Colmnbia University, whose suggestions 
and advice, especially in the editing of the manuscript and proof, 
have been invaluable. He also wishes to make grateful acknowl- 
edgment to his colleagues. Profs. H. N. McCoy, H. Schlesinger, 
and Dr. Edith Barnard, to Prof. L. W. Jones of the University 
of Cincinnati, Prof. E. P. Schoch of the University of Texas, 
Prof. B. B. Freud of Armour Institute, and Prof. W. J. Hale of 
the University of Michigan, who have assisted him by reading the 
proofs or the manuscript, or by carrying out experhnental studies 
underlying part of the work, or in other ways. Corrections of 
his mistakes of omission and commission, and suggestions, will be 

gratefully received by the author- 

JULIUS STIEGLITZ. 
Chicago, September, 1911. 
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QUALITATIVE CHEMICAL 

ANALYSIS 



PART I 

FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODnCTION 

Qualitative chemical analysis is concerned with the deter- 
mination of the kinds of matter present in any given substance. 
In ita broadest sense it includes the determination of all kinds 
of matter, the elements, rare as well as common, and all their 
combinations, organic compounds as well as inorganic. The 
recognition of the presence of rare elements, such as radium, 
uranium, thorium, tungsten, cerium, etc., is becoming a matter 
of growiug importance with the modem development of the 
subject of radioactivity and the technical exploitation of the rarer 
elements, and it is a common experience for an analytical chemist 
to be called upon to determine the presence or absence of alcohol 
in beverages, of formalin in milk or other foods, and not a rare 
experience to be obliged to make tests for the presence of alkaloids 
like strychnine, morphine, cocaine, or for the presence of numerous 
other organic compounds. In this book, however, we shall limit 
our material to the more common elements and their most im- 
portant inorganic combinations, including only a few typical 
organic acids. The limitation of our experimental material will 
make it possible to devote special attention to the scientific 
principles underlying analysis, to secure a clear and definite grasp 
of them, and to impart with simple material such experience in the 
technique and methods of analysis as will train the student to 
apply both his theoretical and practical knowledge to any field 
of analysis occasion may require. Accurate qualitative analysis, 
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in any field, will depend on the care taken in mastering the theoreti- 
cal significance and the technique of the methods reconunended 
for the specific problem before the analyst; the details of the 
methods themselves, in any problem involving more than elemen- 
tary analysis, are sought and found by him as a matter of practice 
in suitable larger works, in monographs and in the original litera- 
ture. With the object of suggesting this broader application of 
the training acquired and of cultivating the invaluable habit of 
the professional chemist of consulting larger works and the litera- 
ture, frequent reference will be made to such larger works, and 
to original papers in which more special subjects of analysis or 
theory are elaborately treated. 

To recognize, in a substance, the presence of any element or 
compound, one must know its characteristic reactions, which 
will make it possible to distinguish it from all other elements or 
compounds. Further, in order to reach conclusions with the 
greatest possible speed, directness, and conclusiveness, it is usually 
best to carry out an examination in some systematic way, rather 
than in a haphazard and irregular fashion. We distinguish, 
accordingly, two parts in our laboratory work: first, the study 
of characteristic tests or reactions of the common elements and 
such of their compounds as are of importance in elementary 
analysis (Part III), and, secondly, practice in a systematic method 
of analysis (Part IV). In the study of the reactions, the way will 
be paved for systematic analysis, by taking the elements in the 
groups, which form the basis of the system of analysis employed, 
and by analyses of mixtures of the elements of a group immediately 
after the group has been studied. 

Reliable and intelligent analysis is possible only with a clear 
knowledge of the chemistry of the reactions used, and the chem- 
istry of the most important typical reactions will therefore be 
considered (in Part II), simultaneously with the laboratory study 
of the reactions and of systematic analysis. 

The reactions for identifying an element or compound must 
bring physical evidence which can be recognized by our senses. 
The sense of tcmch is scarcely ever appealed to; perhaps the 
numbness or paralysis of the sense of touch imparted to the 
tongue or eyelid by the alkaloid cocaine and a few modem sub- 
stitutes for it, and the tingling sensation produced on the tongue 
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by aconite and its preparations, are the most important, but rare, 
instances of an appeal to this sense in analytical work. The sense 
of taste is also rarely used, and always with the greatest care to 
prevent poisonous effects. Acids and bases, bitter alkaloids, such 
as strychnine and brucine, sweet substances, such as cane sugar, 
glucose, glycerine, are instances of compounds which affect our 
sense of taste. In all these cases the taste is used rather as a con- 
firmative test than as a conclusive proof of the identity of a sus- 
pected substance. 

The sense of smell is rather more useful in qualitative analysis ' 
than that of taste or of touch. Hydrogen sulphide and ammonia, 
unless present in traces only, readily reveal themselves by their 
odor. Every chemist should be familiar with the faint but very 
characteristic odor of hydrocyanic acid,' which should instantly 
and automatically warn him of the presence of this potent poison. 
Owing to partial decomposition by the moisture and carbonic 
acid absorbed from the atmosphere, alkali cyanides also give this 
important warning signal. Tests based on the odors of compounds 
are particularly valuable in the field of organic chemistry, where 
the sense of smell is extensively used for qualitative purposes; 
for instance, the pleasant smell of acetic ester, and the nauseating 
odor of an organic arsenic derivative, cacodyl oxide, may be used i 
with advantage in identifying acetic acid. 

But the evidence of touch, taste, and smell is, on the whole, 
only occasionally available in chemical analysis — almost all the 
testa employed are visual ones. A small proportion of these are 
color tests. The color of iodine vapor or of the solution of iodine 
in chloroform, the colors of metallic copper or gold, of copper 
salts in ammoniacal solutions, of sulphides, such as the orange 
sulphide of antimony (exps.), may be mentioned as instances, 
in which a test of identity depends on the observation of some 
characteristic color. But the great majority of analytical testa 
depend on observations of changes of state; evidence consisting 
in the solution of solids, the formation of precipitates, the evolu- 
tion of gases, forms the most important part of the observations, 

• On account of the poiaonoua character of this and other vftpore, the 
3sel containing a substance whose odor one wishes to teat is not brought 

to the nose, but a little of the vapor is carefully wafted towards one by a motion 

of the hand, the vapor being thus greatly diluted with air. 
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on which our conclusions are based. In organic chemistry, deter- 
minations of melting-points and of boiling-points, which are very 
commonly used for the qualitative identification of compounds, 
form further instances of the application, to qualitative purposes, 
of observations based on changes of state. 

In very many cases, where the formation or nonformation of 
a precipitate is intended to be used as an indication of the presence 
or absence of a given substance, the precipitating agent may throw 
down one or more of several different precipitates, which, seen 
without the aid of a microscope, cannot be identified without 
further examination. It is, thus, commonly necessary to use a 
sequence of such tests for tKe complete identification. For 
instance, the addition of hydrochloric acid to a solution of lead, 
mercurous or silver nitrate will produce a white precipitate. 
The precipitates may be distinguished by a further examination 
of their solubilities: hot water will dissolve the lead chloride, 
ammonia readily dissolves the chloride of silver and converts the 
mercurous chloride into a black insoluble mixture containing finely 
divided mercury (exps.). By the same means the chlorides, if 
present together, may be separated from one another and subse- 
quently identified. Systematic analysis consists very largely in the 
use of a proper, logical sequence of such precipitation and solution 
reactions, and in the drawing of definite conclusions from the re- 
sults obtained. 

By far the greatest part of the experimental work in qualitative 
analysis has to do, then, with solution and precipitation. For 
intelligent and accurate analytical work a clear knowledge of the 
nature of solution and, in particular, of the simple laws governing 
chemical action in solution, and of those governing the formation and 
the solution of precipitates^ is indispensable. The discoveries of van't 
Hoflf, in 1885-8, concerning the nature of solution, and the subse- 
quent discoveries of Arrhenius, Nemst, Ostwald and others, have 
advanced every branch of chemistry, but perhaps no branch has prof- 
ited quite so much as the theory of analytical chemistry, which, as 
a result of these discoveries, for the first time, received a clear, pre- 
cise and satisfying scientific formulation of its empirical processes.* 

^ We owe the first modem scientific treatment of the principles of Ana- 
Ijrtical Chemistry to Ostwald's WisaenachafUiche GruruUagen der analytischen 
Chmdey 1894. 
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On account of the fundamental importance of this modem 
scientific formulation of the principles of analytical chemistry for 
the proper understanding of our subject, we shall consider first 
(in Part I) the modem theories of solution, with their experimental 
foundations, and we shall then develop the simpler fundamental 
laws governing chemical action and physical changes in solution. 
The analytical reactions themselves will be utilized as far as 
possible as the material for developing these general principles, 
so that this study may lead to the desired grasp of the theory of 
analysis and yet, at the same time, advance the student's knowl- 
edge of the practice of analysis. 
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OSMOTIC PRESSURE AND THE THEORY OF SOLUTION I 



If a concentrated solution of a substance like sugar or cupric 
nitrate is allowed to flow into a cylinder of water (exp, with 
cupric nitrate), we find that the outside forces — gravity — tend 
to draw the solution, whose specific gravity is greater than that of 
water, to the bottom of the cylinder. In this method of pro- 
ceeding there is some inevitable mixing of the solution with the 
solvent, as the result of friction, but the main portion of the deep 

blue solution is drawn to the bottom of the 
vessel and forms a blue layer under the color- 
less water. A much sharper line of separation 
' may be' obtained by allowing the cupric nitrate 
solution to enter a cylinder of water from imder 
the water (see Fig. 1), the great density of the 
nitrate solution causing it to displace the 
water without perceptible mixing of the two 
liquids (exp,). If these vessels are left at rest, 
it may be noted, from day to day, that the 
copper nitrate diffuses further and further into 
the pure solvent, and careful examination would 
show that the solvent, in turn, diffuses also into 
the copper nitrate solution. The process is a 
very slow one, but it will continue until a solu- 
tion of uniform concentration is reached, and 
this will be the case, whatever the shape of 
the vessel may be. If, for the moment, only the copper nitrate be 
considered — and what we are developing for the copper nitrate 
may be applied equally well, mutatis mutandis, to the dif- 
fusion of water into the copper nitrate solution — it is obvious 
then that copper nitrate in solution diffuses in all directions, even 
against the force of gravity, and it is plain also, that any object, 
resisting or arresting such a motion of material particles, must 
have a force or pressure exerted upon it. Whatever the ultimate 

8 .- 
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cai^e of the motion, whether it is the result of inherent molecular 
velocities of the dissolved copper nitrate, or of an attraction be- 
tween the solute and the solvent, or both, it is inevitable that a 
pressure must result from the impact of the moving solute against 
the solvent.' 

We have thus phenomena of diffusion of solutes through solvents, 
exactly as we have the well-known diffusion of gases, and the two 
phenomena are unquestionably very much alike, the solute, like 
the gas, tending to diffuse from the place of higher, to that of lower 
concentration.' Likewise, if a solution of uniform concentration 
is heated in one part and not in another, the solute,' like a gas 
under similar conditions, will move from the warmer to the colder 
part of the solution, as was demonstrated by Soret.' Without 
committing ourselves for the present to any given reason for the 
diffusion, we note that the tendency to diffusion is a fact, and we 
must accept the conclusion that every obstacle to such diffusion 
must have a pressure exerted upon it. - 

Now, if a solution is separated from the pure solvent by means 
of a so-called [semipermeable membrane, some of the results of this 
tendency to diffusion may be demonstrated. 

EsP. A concentrated solution of cane sugar in water, colored vritta 
some aniline dye, ia enclosed in a thimble of parchment paper Brmly fastened 
to a long narrow glass tube [see Fig. 2) and the cell is placed in a vessel of pure 
water. The parchment ia not absolutely semipermeable, but it is approxi- 
mately so, allowing the solvent, water, to pass, but being prnctically imper- 
vious to the solute sugar. A Snhleicher and SehQll 'diffusion-thimble, No. 579, 
may be used, with advantage, as tbe ttimble. (Cf. Smith's Introduction to 
Inorganic Ckemixtry, p. 284.) 

' Even after a solution of uniform concentration of the solute is formed, 
the tendency toward diffusion, and the diffusion itself, and the resulting pres- 
sure must still persist. But a, state of dynamic (or flowing) equilibrium must be 
conadered now to exist, the loss caused by the moving away of the solute, from 
a given part of the solution, being balanced by the diffusion (into that part] of 
the solute from the neighboring parts. Whether one ascribes the diffusion to 
inherent molecular velocities of the solute, or to an attraction between solvent 
and Bolute, the discrete particles of the solute in a solution of uniform con- 
centration will continue to have such inherent velocities (Chap. Ill), and 
will also continue to be surrounded by pure solvent, exactly as in solutions 
of unequal concentrations, where the diffusion may be observed, because the 
net result, in such a case, is a one-sided action. 

* This again holds equally for the solvent. ' See below. 
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We observe, presently, that the system is not in a condition of 
equilibrium; water passes through the thimble into the sugar 
solution and the latter expands, producu^ a 
decided difference of level, and consequently a 
hydrostatic pressure, between the liquid in the 
cell and the solvent outside of it. We may 
note two facts: first, that the change includes 
an expansion of the solute,' the sugar, in the 
solution — that b, the tendency of the solute 
I |^^i=&:^;joO *^ expand into larger volumes of the solvent is 
~ rl satisfied exactly as in the experiment (Fig. 1) 

described above. In the second place, hke all 
natural phenomena which proceed spontane- 
ously, the change is in the direction of eguiUb- 
rium; for when the hydrostatic pressure on the 
I ^^i=yC]p>6 solution in the cell becomes sufficiently great, 
or if it is made sufficiently great at once by 
the application of some outside pressure, a 
poiTit of equilibrium is reached, at which water 
wiU pass neither into the c«K nor mil of it. At 
that point, the tendency to expansion, both of 
the solute and of the solvent in the solution, 
is just overcome by the pressure on the solu- 
tion. 

^^ *■ pefinition of Osmotic Pressure.— r^e hydro- 

static pressure which is necessary to bring the solution into equi- 
librium imth the pure solvent, when the two are separated by a 
semipermeable membrane, may he defined, according to van't Hoff, 
as the measure of what is called the osmotic pressure of the solution. 
We note that this definition still does not commit us to any theory 
as to the origin of the pressure, but merely formulates an experi- 
menbd relation. 

Measurement of Osmotic Pressure. — More perfect semi- 
permeable membranes can be produced. These make possible 
quantitative measurements of the hydrostatic pressure on a solu- 
tion, when equilibrium between the solution and the pure solvent 




' At the same time, the change is 
the edoent in the soluium. The two 
but Bupplementary. 



the direction of an expansion of 
not opposed to each other. 
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has been reached. Such membranes were first used by Pfeffer. 
They consist of certain gelatinous precipitates, notably copper 
ferrocyanide. Films of these precipitates may be formed, under 
proper conditions, which are permeable to water but not to certain 
solutes, such as cane sugar, glucose and galactose. 

By precipitating these membranes in the pores of unglazed 
clay cells, especially by the process devised by Morse,' we may 
make them sufficiently strong to resist enormous pressures — some 
used by the Earl of Berkeley were found to withstand a pressure 
of 130 atmospheres. The hydrostatic prra- 
Bure required to produce equilibrium may 
then be measured in either of two ways. 
The first method, used originally by PfeiTer 
and more recently by Morse and Frazer' 
and their collaborators in a wonderfully 
conscientious study of osmotic pressures, 
consists in allowing the hydrostatic pressure 
to establish itself by the passage of very 
small quantities of the solvent, through the 
membrane, into the tightly closed cell con- 
taming the solution. When the resulting 
pressure produces a condition of equilibrium, 
it is measured^ by a manometer connected 
with the solution, much as a gas pressure 
may be measured (Fig. 3).* This process 
requires considerable time for exact measure- 
ments — weeks, during which the cell must 
be kept at a constant temperature. The 
second method, which has been used by i 
Berkeley and Hartley,^ is very much mc 
rapid and requires only a few hours for 
the measurement. It consists in having "'"" "' 

the pure solvent within the cell, instead of outside of it, and in 

' Am. Chem. J., 2S, 1 (1902); 40, 266, 325 (1908) (Stud.). 

• Am. Chem. J., 34, 1 (1905); 36, 39 (1906); 37, 324, 425, 558 (1907); SB, 
175 (1907). 

 The exact coDcentration o! the solution at the point o 
determined by Hubsequcnt analyaia. 

• Cf. Smith's Inorganic Chemiatry, p. 287. 

• Berkeley and Hartley, Pha. Trans. Roy. Soc. A, 306, 481 (1906). 
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exerting an external pressure on .the solution outside of the cell, 
until a delicate manometer, communicating with the pure solvent, 
shows that water does not pass through the membrane in either 
direction — equilibrium having been reached. 

Osmotic Pressure and the Laws of Gases. — The work of 
van't Hoflf, which has proved of inestimable value to the develop- 
ment of chemistry, succeeded in demonstrating that, for dilute 
solutions, the osmotic pressure, as defined above, obeys the common 
laws of gaseSy^ — thaty in fady a substance in a dilute solution has 
an osmetic pressure equal to the gas pressure which it would exert if 
it were a gas of the same volume and at the same temperature.^ 

Space does not permit the presentation of all the details of 
the evidence confirming this conclusion, but some of the most 
direct experimental proofs' will be considered. 

^ When appreciable heat of dUvMon is shown by a solution, some chemical 
change, resulting from dilution, is indicated (such as, dissociation of the solute, 
hydration, hydrolysis, etc.). In such a case, the Avogadro-van't Hofif princi- 
ple holds for each concentration for its actual composition, and the principle 
may often be used to determine the extent of the chemical change produced 
by dilution. But then the osmotic pressure will not obey Boyle's and Gay- 
Lussac's laws. The same exception applies also to gases which undergo 
chemical changes, as the result of dilution or change of temperature. In the 
case, for instance, of nitrogen tetroxide, which dissociates according to 
N1O4 4:± 2 NOj, the extent of the dissociation varies with changes of concen- 
tration (pressure) and of temperature, and the gas does not obey the laws 
of Gay-Lussac and of Boyle. In regard to the r61e of heat of dilution in 
connection with osmotic pressure, see Bancroft, J, Phys, Chem,, 10, 319 
(1906). 

* See p. 16 for a more rigorous statement concerning the volume. Cf, 
Morse and Frazer, Am. Chem. J., 34, 1 (1905). 

' As a result of numerous vain endeavors, as well as of much direct evi- 
dence of a positive character, the scientific world has, for many years, held the 
opinion that any sort of "perpetual motion machine" is impossible. Every 
one now admits that a machine which would be able to work continuously, 
without consuming energy, is an impossibility — that is, that a ** perpetuum 
mobile of the first doss," as it is called, is impossible Q&w of the conservation 
of energy or first law of thermodynamics). From this law it does not of 
necessity follow, however, that it would be impossible to make a machine or 
device that would convert covUinuously into available energy or work, say, the 
enormous amounts of heat energy of the earth or of large bodies of water 
("dissipated energy") which would thereby be cooled below the temperatures 
of their surroundings. Such a hypothetical process has been termed a "per- 
petuum mobile of the second doss**; it has never been realized and is universally 



Boyle's Law. — Boyle's law for gases states that, at a constant 
temperature, the pressure of a gas changes inversely as its volume, 
or directly as its concentration. Mathematically we have P:P' = 
V: y or P7 = P'V = a constant, and P: P' = C: C or P: C = 
P': C =. a constant. When van't Hoff published his first paper 
on the subject, Pfeffer's results from the direct measurement of the 
osmotic pressures of cane-sugar solutions were available, and even 
these, although experimentally not as exact as more recent deter- 
nunations, showed plainly that, at a given temperature, the osmotic 
pressure of a sugar solution varies directly as the concentration, 
or inversely as the volume containing a given weight of the sugar. 
At 13-16° we have: 
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The ratio of pressure to concentration varies irregularly round 
a mean value of 526, and is approximately constant. The more 
recent, exceedingly careful measurements of Morse and Frazer 
confirm the conclusion, that Boyle's law holds for the osmotic 

conceded to be an impoaaibility; the so-culled "seamd iaiu of thermodynamics" 
I ^ves expression to this fact. 

Now van't Hoff |Z. phys. Chem., 1, 481 (1887)1 showed, first, that a gas like 

Ior^gcn, nitrogen, hydrogen, etc., which is soluble in proportion to ita 
gaa pressure (Henry's law), must exert, in solution, an osmotic pressure equal 
to the gas pressure, which it would have, if present in the same quantity aa a 
gas in the same volume at the same temperature; for, if such were not the 
case, the solution and gas could be used to produce a perpetwim mobUe of 
the second class, which, according to the above law, is an impossibility. Similar 
proofs were given by Rayleigh [Naiarc, fiS, 253 (1897)] and by Larmor 
\Fka. Trans., 190, 266 (1897), NaiuTe, 6B, 545 (1897)| that the principle ap- 
L plies to solutions of other solutes. 

ft Provided, then, that we have (1) perfect semipermeable membranes, 

I (2) sufficiently dilute solutions, and (3) none but negligible heats of dilution 

I (p. 12), van't Hoff's generalisation, concerning the relation of osmotic pre»- 

I fure and the laws of gases, must hold, if the perpefuuTn mobile of the second das* 

I is imposdble, as is demanded by the second law of thermodyoamics. 
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pressures of dilute solutions: they find that the osmotic pressures 
of glucose and of cane-sugar solutions vary directly as the con- 
centrations of the solutions, at a constant temperature.^ 

Gay-Lussac's Law. — Gay-Lussac's law for gases states that, 
if the volume of gas is kept constant, its pressure increases by ^H 
of its value for every degree above 0° C, or Pt = Po (1 + ^1^ 0- 

Expressing the temperature in absolute degrees, we have more 
simply: 

Pt = Po^ or P* /r = Po /273 = a constant.2 

That is, the pressure of a gas varies directly as its absolute tem- 
perature, if the volume is kept constant. 

Pfefifer's results, on the osmotic pressure of sugar solutions at 
different temperatures, were not sufficiently accurate to enable 
van't Hoff to use them to confirm positively the rigorous thermo- 
dynamic proof (footnote 3, p. 12), that the osmotic pressure must 
increase proportionally to the absolute temperature, as required 
by Gay-Lussac's law. But the data did show, uniformly, a marked 
increase of the osmotic pressure with the temperature and, fre- 
quently, excellent agreement between theory and experiment. 
More striking were the results obtained by van't Hoff in testing 
the correctness of this extension of Gay-Lussac's law by means of 
Soret's results on the diffusion of a solute from a warmer to a 
colder place. < It was found that the concentrations, obtained by 
Soret when equilibrium was reached, agreed closely with the 
demand that the osmotic pressures in the colder and the warmer 
parts of the solution should be equal, and that the osmotic pres- 
sure of a given weight of solute in a given volume should increase 
proportionally to the absolute temperature. An elevation of 
temperature, in a portion of a uniform solution, will increase the 
osmotic pressure of this part. Diffusion will follow, until the 
loss in concentration of the solute, and therefore the loss of osmotic 
pressure (Boyle's law), of the warmer part, and the increased 
concentration and increased pressure of the colder portion result 
in all parts of the solution having the same osmotic pressure. 

^ See p. 15 in regard to the relation for concentrated solutions. 

* The pressure Po of a given qiBntity (weight) of a gas at 0° C, in a 
given constant volume, is also a given number and consequently Po/273 is a 
CpD^tant under these conditions. 



As an example, a concentration of 17.33% copper sulphate at 
20° was found to be in equilibrium with a concentration of 14.03% 
at 80°. Now, if the 17.33% solution had an osmotic pressure of 
P mm. at 20°, a H.03% solution at the same temperature would 
have a pressure of (14.03/17.33) X Pmm. (Boyle's law), and this 
would increase to (14.03/17.33) X P X (353/293) mm. at 80° C, 
or 0.975 P mm. — a result showing that the osmotic pressure in 
the hot part was practically the same as that, (P), in the cold part 
of the solution.' 

It is a source of great satisfaction, that the recent very exact 
and painstaking work of Morse and Frazer,* in measuring osmotic 
pressures directly, completely confirms this fundamentally impor- 
tant conclusion, that the osmotic pressure of a solution does 
increase proportionally to its absolute temperature. 

The Avogadro-van't Hoff Hypothesis. — For chemists, the 
most important part of van't HofE's work lies in the extension of 
the Avogadro Hypothesis to solutions. As van't Hoff expresses it, 
"equal volumes of the most different solutions, having the same 
osmotic pressure and the same temperature, contain the same num- 
ber of dissolved molecules, — that number, namely, which would 
be found in the same volume of a gas at the same gaa pressure 
and temperature." ' 

' The slight diSerencea in the ionization of copper mjlphate soIutiooB of 
14% and 17% and at 20° and 80° are not included in the calculation, ioniza- 
tion being unknown, wbea van't HofF made his calculations. 

" Am. Cluym. J., 41, 258 (1909). / 

' In the light of recent work, especially by Morse and Frazer, the law 
would state, more exactly, that a substance in solution produces the oemotic 
pressure, at a given temperature, which it would exert, if it were contained as 
a gas, at the same temperature, in the iiolume occupied by the pure solvent of tbe 
solution. For sufficiently dilute solutiona, tbe volume of the solution and the 
volume of the solvent may be considered identical; tor more concentrated 
solutions, there is a decided difference, and the correct volume to use in calcu- 
lation is the volume of the solvent alone, i.e. the volume of the solution 
reduced by the volume of the pure solute. This corresponds to the correction 
of the volume in the more accurate expression for the behavior of gases, devel- 
oped by van der WaaJs; in place of v, the total gas volume, (i> — b), the total 
volume of the gas less the volume of the spheres of action of the gaa particles, 
is used, especially for stronf;ly compressed or concentrated gases. It may be 
added that van't Hoff' sj thermodynamic proof involves the same correct defi- 
nition of the volume that Morse and Fraier subsequently developed experi- 
mentally. Cf. Bancroft, J. Pkya. Cbem., 10, 319 (1906). 
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Pfefifer's measurements, with solutions of 1 g. of sugar in 100 c.c. 
of water (the volume of the solution is 100.6 c.c), were shown to 
prove, that the observed osmotic pressures agreed excellently with 
the gas pressures, calculated for the equimolar weight of hydrogen, 
in the same volume and at the same temperature: 



Temperature. 


Osmotic Pressure 


Found. 


Calculated.^ 


6.8 
13.7 
14.2 
15.5 
22 
32 
36 


Atmosphere. 

0.664 
0.691 
0.671 
0.684 
0.721 
0.716 
0.746 


Atmosphere. 
0.665 
0.681 
0.682 
0.686 
0.701 
0.725 
0.735 



Morse's more recent and more exact results show, that the 
osmotic pressure of solutions of cane sugar and of glucose (corrected 
for the volume occupied by the sugar, see footnote, p. 15) agrees 
within 6% with the values demanded by van't Hofif's theory, 
being about 6% larger for concentrations ranging from 0.1 to 1.0 
molar. The difiference of 6% is noteworthy and is probably due 
to secondary causes, but suggests extended investigation of its 
source. 

Indirect Determinations of Osmotic Pressure. — The experi- 
mental results given have been obtained by direct measurements 
of osmotic pressures with the aid of semipermeable membranes. 

^ One gram of cane sugar, C12H22O11 (the mol. wt. is 342) corresponds to 
yjj gram molecule or mole and, therefore, to 2.02/342 gram of Hydrogen. 
The volume containing this quantity of hydrogen is 100.6 c.c; a liter would 

2 02 1000 
contain 5^ X TTvrg gram of hydrogen. The pressure of a mole or 2.02 

grams of hydrogen, contained in a liter at 0°, is 22.4 atmospheres, and the pres- 

2 02 X 1000 
sure of the quantity of hydrogen given above, in a liter, would be '^ mn « 

(>4i<2 X 100.0 

22 4 

X rtTjo ** ^** ^^ ^^° ^'^ ^^^ instance, the pressure would be 309/273 times 

as great, or 

P 2.02 X 1000 X 22.4 X 3 09 ^-^c * u 

^calculated = 342 X 100.6 X 2.02 X 273 " "'^^ atmosphere. 
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Perfect membranes are very difficult to prepare, and membranes 
of this kind can be uaed only with a few solutes. Nature offers 
US, howeveTj forma of semipermeable "walls" between solutions 
and pure solvents, which in many instances are perfect. The 
atmosphere, above a volatile pure solvent and a solution of a non- 
volatile substance in that solvent, when both liquids are placed side 
by side in a closed space, would serve as a semipermeable wall: 
the solvent vaporizes and may pass freely from solvent to solution 
and vice versa, but the solute, in the case under consideration, is 
nonvolatile and therefore cannot pass through the atmosphere. 
The vapor pressure of a pure solvent being always found to be 
higher than that of a solution in this solvent, at the same tempera- 
ture, the solvent would pass in such a closed space as vapor from 
the pure solvent and would condense in the solution; it thereby 
dilutes the solution and the solute, and the solvent in the solution, 
expand, exactly as in the absorption of a solvent by a solution 
through a semipermeable membrane. Agam, the vapor pressure 
of a solution being lower than that of the pure solvent, the solution 
(of a nonvolatile solute) must be heated higher than the pure 
solvent, to bring both to the boiling-point; that is, there is an 
elevation of the boiling-point, when a nonvolatile solute is dissolved 
in a solvent. The solute being nonvolatile, only the solvent 
passes off in the process of boiling, the solute becomes more con- 
centrated, and, according to van't Hoff's extension of Boyle's 
law, the osmotic pressure of the solution increases. Similarly, 
when a solution is cooled until freezing occurs, provided the 
solute does not crystallize out with the solvent, the concentration 
of the solute is again increased, and therefore the osmotic pressure 
of the solution is also increased. Van't Hoff recognized the 
relations existing between the freezing, boiling and vaporization 
of solutions, on the one hand, and the changes of their osmotic 
pressures on the other. By developing rigorously the relations 
between the lowering of (he vapor tension, the raising of the boiling- 
point, the lowering of the free^ng-point of a solvent by a solute 
and the osmotic pressure of the solution, he made it possible' to use 

' The exact relationB are discussed Id van't Hoff'a Lectures on Physical 
Chemistry, Part II, pp. 42-59, Nemat's Theorclieal Chemistry (1904), pp. 142 
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extensive experimental material/ on the elevation of boiling- 
points and the lowering of freezing-points and of vapor tensions, to 
determine the osmotic pressures of solutions. The theory of the 
relation of osmotic pressure to gas pressure is fully confirmed by 
these measurements, for those cases to which it may properly be 
applied, namely, to sufiiciently dilute solutions and such as 
have only negligible heats of dilution, i.e. in which dilution does 
not involve chemical changes. 

Apparent Exceptions. — Instead of discussing the vast amount of material 
of this kind, which agrees with van't Hoff's theory, we may consider, more 
profitably, typical cases of apparent exceptions. The most important instance 
of this kind, the case of solutions of compounds which undergo electrolytic 
dissociation or ionizatiorif will be separately discussed in the next chapter, and 
we shall find that van't Hoff's great generalization is a vital element in 
the evidence of this important form of dissociation. Of other apparent ex- 
ceptions, we may note the fact that some solutes seem to give "abnormally" 
low osmotic pressures* in certain solutions. For instance, benzoic acid, 
in benzene solutions, gives only a Uttle more than half as great an osmotic 
pressure as it does in aqueous solutions of the same concentration and tem- 
perature, and as would be calculated on the basis of the Avogadro-van't Hoff 
Hypothesis for a compound of the formula CeHiCOOH and the molecular 
weight 122. But a rigorous study' of the distribution of benzoic acid be- 
tween water and benzene, when solutions of the acid in the two solvents are 
shaken together until equilibrium is established (Chapter VIII), has proved that 
the distribution is strictly in accord with the assumption that benzoic acid, 
in aqueous solution, has the molecular weight 122 and the composition 
CeHsCOOH, and that, in benzene solution, it has the molecular weight 244 
and the composition (CeHsCOOH) j; only a smaU part of the acid (CeHsCOOH) j 
is decomposed in benzene solution into the simpler molecules, of the compo- 
sition CeHeCOOH. In other words, the simpler molecules CeHeCOOH are 
polymerized or associated to form larger molecules in benzene solution, much as 
thp gas nitrogen dioxide NOj goes over more or less into the gas N2O4, espe- 
cially at low temperatures, and as hydrogen fluoride at low temperatures has 
the composition H2F2, while at higher temperatures it is HF. The divergence 
of the benzene solutions of benzoic acid from the Avogadro-van't Hoff prin- 
ciple is therefore only an apparent one, not a real one, inasmuch as the 
osmotic pressure of the solutions agrees perfectly with that calculated for 
solutions of a substance (CeHsCOOH) 2, of molecular weight 244. Such 
associated molecules (of organic acids, alcohols, phenols, etc.) occur par- 

^ Vide Raoult, Scientific Memoir SerieSf 4, 71, 127. 

* I.e, abnormally small depressions of freezing-points or elevations of 
boiling-points. 

' Nemst, Theoretical Chemistry , p. 486; Hendrixson, Z. anorg. Chem., 13, 
73 (1897). 
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ticularly readily in liquids of small dissociating power, like benzene, and 
such solutions show marked absorption of heat on dUutionf^ the dilution being 
accompanied by a chemical change. The associated molecules are dissociated 
more and more completely [(C6H6COOH)2 ^ 2 CeHsCOOH], even in these 
solvents, as the solutions are diluted. Since dilution results in a chemical 
increase in the number of molecules, the osmotic pressure cannot decrease pro- 
portionally with the increase of volume in such a case as this. Nor does gas 
pressure, it must be remembered, decrease proportionally to the volume in 
the case of gases which show chemical changes with change of volume, e.g. in 
the case of nitrogen tetroxide, for which we have N2O4 ^ 2 NO2. 

In still other instances, apparently too high osmotic pressures, or too low 
molecular weights, have been found by the application of the Avogadro- 
van't Hoff Hypothesis to solutions: for instance, the molecular weight of 
sodium, when dissolved in mercury, was found by Ramsay to vary from 21.6, 
in dilute, to 15.1 in concentrated solutions. But Cady found that the heat 
of dilution of sodium in mercury solution is considerable, and by taking 
this properly into account, Bancroft was able to. show that the molecular 
weight, correctly calculated in a given experiment, is 22.7 (agreeing well with 
the theoretical weight 23), in place of 16.5, as calculated without making the 
required allowance for the heat of dilution.^ These determinations are most 
instructive in showing that the sources of some of the most important devia- 
tions from the van't Hoff-Avogadro principle, deviations which have been 
brought forward as arguments against its assumptions, are due, not to any 
untrustworthiness of the general principle, but to the error of neglecting to 
observe the limiting conditions of the formulation, or of neglecting to make 
corresponding corrections for the non-observance thereof. 

Summary. — Van't Hofif 's theory of solution — that the osmotic 
pressure of substances in solution obeys the laws of gases, and that 
equal volumes of the most varied dilute solutions, having the same 
temperature and osmotic pressure, contain the same number of 
dissolved molecules, that number, namely, which would be found 
in the same volume of a gas at the same temperature and gas 
pressure, — accords thus, not only with the demands of thermo- 
dynamics,^ but is also, within the limits demanded by the theory 
itself, in agreement with the best experimental measurements of 
osmotic pressures that have been made in recent years. The ap- 
parent exceptions, as in the cases just described and, as we shall 
find, in the case of electrolytic dissociation, are found to be no 
exceptions, when the conclusions, reached on the assumption that 

* Cf. Bancroft, /. Phys. Chem., 10, 319 (1906). 

* For the discussion of other instances, vide Bancroft, loc. cU. 

* Footnote 3, p. 12. 
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the theory is correct, are tested rigorously by independent methods 
of investigation.^ 

The fundamental laws of gases and the Avogadro Hypothesis may be con- 
densed into the following general equation, expressing all of the laws, viz. : 
PV = nRT. This equation applies equally to the osmotic pressures of dilute 
solutions, the osmotic pressure being substituted for the gas pressure. In 
the equation, T is the absolute temperature of the gas or solution, P the gaseous 
or osmotic pressure, V the free space of the gas volume, i.e. the volume of 
the gas less the volume occupied by the gas molecules, or the volume of the 
pure solvent in the solution used, i.e. the volume of the solution less the vol- 
ume of the solute. R is the so-called gas-constant, and represents ^e work done 
against the external pressure when one gram molecule, or mole, of the gas is 
heated one degree and allowed to expand, say at constant pressure P, against 
an external pressure P; n represents the number of gram molecules or moles 
of gas or solute used (the total weight of solute or gas, divided by the average 
weight of a mole in the gas or solute). If a given weight of a gas or solute 
is taken, and no dissociation or association occurs (such as would involve appre- 
ciable heats of dilution), then n is a given number; and, therefore, at a given tem- 
perature T, all the factors on the right side of the general equation being given 
numbers, PV isa constant (Boyle's law). For a given quantity of gas or solute 
(n is a given number), kept at constant volume V, the pressure must vary as the 
absolute temperature (Gay-Lussac'slaw) ; P/T = nR/V = a constant. When the 
pressure, volume and temperature of two gases, or two dilute solutions, are 
equal, n, the number of gas or solute molecules present, must be the same 
(Avogadro-van't Hoff Hypothesis); n = PV/RT, and all the factors of the 
right side are the same for the gases and solutions which we are comparing. 
Finally, if the pressure is expressed in atmospheres, the volume in litres, and 
the temperature in absolute degrees, the gas-constant R = PV/T = 1 X 22.4/273 
= 0.082. 

* For example, determinations of distribution coefficients (p. 18), heats of 
dilution (p. 19), conductivities and chemical activity (Chapters IV-VI). 
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Accepting van't Hoff's theory of solutions, then, as based on 
experimental evidence as well as on sound thermodynamic reason- 
ing, we find a number of interesting questions still confronting ua. 
Most insistent is the question as to the source of the remarkable 
agreement between the osmotic pressure of a solute and the gas 
pressure, which it would exert in the same volume, as a gas, at the 
same temperature, and as to the identity of the laws governing 
the two forma of pressure. Then, we may also ask, what is the 
mechanism of the process by which osmotic pressure reveals 
itself, especially in the case of cells with semipermeable mem- 
branes. And, finally, we may ask what is the cause of the semi- 
permeability of the membranes. 

Semipermeability. — Taking up the last question first, as 
the simplest one, wc find that it was long ago recognized that 
permeability depends on the power of membranes to dissolve 
certain substances, or to form unstable combinations with them. 
A membrane is semipermeable if it will dissolve one compo- 
nent only of a solution, the solute or the solvent, and not the 
other,^ 

We find the simplest evidence of the cause of semipermeability 
in the case of gases. Palladium, especially when heated, dissolves 
hydrogen readily, but not nitrogen or oxygen, and a wall of pallar 
dium may be used as a semipermeable membrane to separate a 
mixture of hydrogen and nitrogen from pure hydrogen, just aa 
copper ferrocyanide membranes are used with aqueous sugar 
solutions and water. The results with the gases duplicate in 
every particular the observations made on the solutions (see 
below, p. 24). Certain gases, such as ammonia and hydrogen 
chloride, are easily soluble in water, while others, like oxygen, 
nitrogen and hydrogen, are very difficultly soluble, and a film of 
1177 (1864); van't Hoff, Leeture* on 



' L'Hermite, Compl. rend., 39, 
Physical Chemistry, Part IT, p. 37. 
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water may be used as a seim[>ermeable membrane for such 



Exp. If the moiat membraoe of & cell (Fig. 4), containing air, m covered 
with an atmosphere of hydrogen, there is no increase of pressure produced 

in the cell, as indicated by the column of colored 
oil in the manometer in which the cell ends: 
hydrogen, being very little soluble in water, 
cannot pass through the fihn of water in the 
few minutes it is allowed to act. If now an 
atmosphere of ammonia is subetituted for the 
hydrogen, the gas passes through the film into 
the cell. It turns the color of a, piece of litmus 
paper placed in the eel! and produces an in- 
creased pressure in the cell, the air remahnii^g in 
the latter, because o^gen and nitrogen ate very 
little soluble in water. 

Membranes will be, similarly, semiper- 
meable to solvent or solute, when only 
one of these is soluble in the membrane, 
or is capable of forming an unstable 
compound with it. For instance, salts, 
holding water of crystallization which is 
readily lost and recovered, may easily be 
conceived of as assiuning the rOle of semi- 
permeable membranes, allowing the passage of water say from a 
wet atmosphere to a dry one, or from pure water to a solution; 
and Tanmiann^ has realized such membranes by the use of zeolites 
— silicates, which hold water of crystallization but are insoluble 
in water. Kahlenberg' has recently used rubber membranes, that 
are permeable for solvents like benzene, pyridine, etc., which are 
soluble in rubber, but not permeable for water, which is insoluble 
in rubber. 

dsmosis. — The recognition of this r61e of the semipermeable 
membrane leads to the second question raised, namely as to the 
mechanism of the process by means of which osmotic pressures 
are measured directly with the aid of such membranes (p. 11). 

' Nemst, Theoretical Chemistry, p. 103. 

> Van't Hoff, Lectures <m Physkal Chemistry, Part II, p. 37. 

• /. Phys. Chem., 10, 141 (1906). 
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The answer hinges on the question of the mechanism of the 
diffusion of the solvent into the coll, a diffusion which is called ita 
osmosis.' If we consider the pure solvent, say water, on one side 
of a semipermeable membrane, and a solution {e.g. of sugar in 
water) on the other side, it is obvious that the aolveni itself has a 
higher concentration on the side where it is pure, than on the side 
of the solution, where it is diluted — distended by the solute in it. 
The solvent is soluble in the membrane, and its solubility will be 
proportional' to its own {the solvent's) concentration; it will, 
consequently, be more soluble in the membrane on the side of the 
pure solvent than on the side of the solution. If we bring such a 
membrane first into contact with the pure solvent (Fig. 5), the 
membrane will take up the solvent (from the side A) until it is 
saturated with it. Let the solubility, which 
represents the concentration of the solvent in 
the membrane at this stage, be called c. The 
membrane may then be considered to be taking 
up in unit time just as many molecules from the 
solvent as it gives up to it {dynamic equUibrium), 
exactly as, when water is in equilibrium with ^'°' *' 

water vapor, we consider the water to be vaporizing just as 
fast as vapor is condensing to form water. Now, if a solution 
of sugar is placed on the other side of the membrane, the 
solvent will pass out of the membrane into the solution just 
as fast as it passes back into the pure solvent. At first the 
concentration of the solvent on the surface B of the membrane 
is just as great (c) as on the surface A; but the membrane vrUl 
here receive the solvent more slowly from the solution, which is 
lees concentrated as to the solveni; and consequently the mem- 
brane will lose water to the solution. The solubility (c') of the 
solvent at this surface B of the membrane, corresponding to the 
smaller concentration of the solvent in the solution, will be less 
than the solubility (c) at A, where the membrane is in contact 
with the pure solvent, and water will pass into the solution at B, 
until the concentration of the water in the membrane at B has fallen 

' Thia term muM not bt confounded wUh the term ormotic pressure, which 
has been defined on p. 10. 

* See Chapter VII on the kw of physical or heterogeneous equilibrium, 
where the relations are diacuased in detail. 
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from (c) to (c'). In such a membrane, as in every solution or 
gas, there must be a tendency towards the establishing of uniform 
concentration by diffusion from points of higher concentration 
to those of lower, and the solvent will, therefore, diffuse from 
points along the surface A of the membrane to points along the swr- 
face B; the surface A will become unsaturated and will take 
up solvent from the pure liquid bathing it, and the surface B will 
be kept continuously supersaturated and will lose solvent con- 
tinually to the solution. Consequently, the solvent will pass 
continuously through the membrane from the pure solvent to 
the solution. Equilibrium will be reached, and the flow will 
cease, only when the solution has become infinitely dilute, equal 
hydrostatic pressure obtaining on solution and solvent, or when 
the disturbing influence of the solute, which dilutes the solvent in the 
solution, is exactly counterbalanced by an external hydrostaiic pres- 
sure, exerted on the solution. When such a pressure on the surface 
of the solution balances the force exerted against the solvent by 
the solute we shall have equilibrium. It is clear, then, that the 
osmosis, or passage of the solvent through the membrane, is brought 
about by the unequal concentrations (or, more exactly, the resulting 
unequal partial pressures) of the solvent itself, Bui this inequality 
is produced by the presence of the solute, and it is a characteristic and 
significant fact, thai the effect of the latter, in dilute solutions, may be 
overcome by a hydrostaiic pressure, corresponding to the gas pressure 
which the same number of molecules of a gas in the same volume at 
the same temperature would exert against this hydrostatic pressure. 

Osmosis and Gas Pressure. — The legitimacy of the interpre- 
tation given is most strikingly shown by experiments with a mem- 
brane, semipermeable for gases, which enables us to measure gas 
pressures, that may be unknown, by exactly the same process as 
is used to measure the unknown osmotic pressure of a solute in 
solution. Van't Hofif^ and Arrhenius^ predicted such a result, 
and Ramsay^ proved by experiment the correctness of their 
assumptions. A mixture of nitrogen and hydrogen may be 
enclosed in a palladium vessel connected with a manometer (see 
Fig. 6).* The partial pressure Pn of the nitrogen may be deter- 

1 Z. phys. Chem,, 6, 175 (1890). » Ibid., 3, 119 (1889). 

» PhU, Mag., 38, 206 (1894). 

* C/. van't Hofif's Lectures (m Phyaical Chemistry, Vol. II, 40 (1899). 
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mined by BUtrounding the palladium vessel with pure hydrogen, 
at a pressure which is known and is greater than the partial pres- 
Bure of the hydrogen in the 
veaael, and by observing 
the final total gas pressure 
which is obtained in the 
vessel. The hydrogen dif- 
fuses from the pcmt of 
higher concentration, out- 
side of the vessel, through 
the palladium, into the 
interior where the coucen- 
tration of the hydrogen 
is lower. The experiment 
may be carried out at 280°, 
a temperature at which 
palladium readily dissolves 
hydrogen and is permeable ^'°' °" 

to it. The metal does not dissolve nitrogen and is not perme- 
able to it. The volume of the enclosed gas is kept constant by 
raising the mercury level in the outaide arm of the manometer, 
and the total pressure of the enclosed gas is'measured when equi- 
librium is reached. If this total pressure is Pansi and the known 
pressure of the hydrogen outside of the vessel is Pg, then, if equi- 
librium is reached when the hydrogen on both sides of the semi- 
permeable palladium membrane has the same concentration 
(pressure), Ph + Ps ^ P&u^i and P,v = P&^i - Pa- In other 
words, the excess of the final combined pressure inside, over the 
outside pressure of the hydrogen, is equal to the pressure of the 
nitrogen in the vessel. Ramsay's results showed that the amount 
of hydrogen actually entering the vessel was 90-97% of the 
amount predicted by the theory on the basis of the assumption 
that equilibrium will be reached, when the hydrogen has the same 
concentration (pressure) on both sides of the palladium membrane. 
The experiment is particularly instructive, in the first place, 
because it illustrates with a gas, subject to the laws of gases, why 
and how osmosis takes place through a semipermeable membrane 
— namely as a result of the solubility of the diffusing substance in 
the membrane, and through the Sow of the diffusing substance 
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from higher to lower concentrations. In the second place, while 
the increase in total pressure in the inner chamber undoubtedly 
is brought about by the osmosis of hydrogen into the chamber, the 
excess pressure when equilibrium has been reached, necessarily 
measures accurately the partial pressure of the nitrogen. In 
other words, the semipermeable membrane is merely a means 
or device for measuring the partial pressure of the nitrogen — the 
membrane is not the cau^e of the pressure; the latter is a definite 
one, whether we know what it is or not, and the osmosis of the 
hydrogen through the palladium merely gives us a means of 
ascertaining it. Similarly, it would be wrong to consider that the 
osmotic pressure of a solution is caused, or brought about, by 
tha flow of the solvent through a semipermeable membrane 
(osmosis); the latter simply is a device which enables us to recognize 
and measure the pressure that exists in the solution, both in the 
presence and the absence of such a membrane. 

We may consider, then, that the osmosis, or migration of the 
solvent through a semipermeable membrane into a solution, is 
the result of the reduced concentration (or partial pressure) of the 
solvent in the solution, resulting from the presence of the solute. 

Inasmuch as the effect of the solute on the solvent can be 
overcome by a pressure on the surface of the solution, one is led to 
the conclusion that the solute acts by exerting, in turn, a force or 
pressure against the surfaces of the solvent, in the directions opposite 
to the hydrostatic pressure required to overcome it. The signifi- 
cant identity of the value of this pressure, as thus measured, with 
the gas pressure that would be exerted by a gas of the same number 
of molecules, in the same volume and at the same temperature, 
leads us to the last of the three questions which have been raised, 
namely, the question concerning the theory of the intimate relations 
between gas and osmotic pressures (p. 21). 

The Kinetic Theory and Osmotic Pressure. — For an answer 
to this fundamentally interesting theoretical question one turns, 
naturally, to the kinetic theory, which, in the hands of Clausius, 
Joule, van der Waals and others, has given us a very satisfactory 
and essentially complete theoretical interpretation of the be- 
havior of gases, and of the liquids to which they may be compressed. 

The laws of gases, it is known, are in accord with the two simple 
assumptions of the kinetic theory. The first assumption is that 



gases consist of ultimate discrete particles (molecules), which 
move in all directions through the space filled by the gas and, 
at ordinary pressures, are so far apart, that the forces of molec- 
ular attraction between them are negligible; the pressure of the 
gas is simply the net result of the impacts of these flying particles 
uj>on the walla of the containing vessel. The second assumption 
of the kinetic theory is that temperalure is a function of the mean 
kinetic energy of the moving molecules, and that the molecules of 
gases of the same temperature have the same mean kinetic energy. 
The kinetic energy of particles is a function of their mass m and 
their velocity u (K.E. = l/2mu^}. When a gas is heated, the 
kinetic energy of its molecules is increased, and, since their masses 
remain unchanged, their velocity must increase. As a result, the 
number and the force of their impacts against the walls of a given 
space increase, and thus the pressure is increased. 

We may ask, whether this theory cannot be used to explain the 
connection between osmotic and gaseous pressure. If temperature 
is a function of the kinetic energy of the molecules of which a sub- 
stance consists, — and the whole behavior of gases confirms such 
a conception, — then one must conclude, that the mean kinetic 
energy of molecules, at a given temperature, must always be the 
same, irrespective of whether they are present in gaseous, or liquid, 
or solid form, or even in solution.' The tendency of the molecules 
to move, resulting from the kinetic energy inherent at a given 
temperature, may be largely balanced (liquids), or overcome 
(solids), by molecular attractions of surrounding particles, but 
such conditions are altogether in harmony with the conception of 
a definite mean molecular kinetic energy, persisting at a given 
temperature, irrespective of the physical surroundings of the 
molecule. According to the kinetic theory, then, when we have 
a dilute solution, say of alcohol in water, the molecules of alcohol, 
at a given temperature, would have a given mean kinetic energy, 

' The moleculeB may have different masses in the different conditions, and 
the principle of t)ie mean kinetic energy would always apply to them as they are, 
in^the condition under observation, andnot as they are in Bome other condition; 
any cliange in mass, in solution, fur instance, would show itself in the osmotic 
pwasuro meaaiirements (see p. 18), just as it is shown in the measurements of 
gasee, when the gas molecules show a change in composition, as is the case 
with hydrogen fluoride {H,F,5=!2 HF), nitrogen tetroxide (NjO, fi* 2 NO,), 
phosphorus pentachloride (PCIi <=C PCli + Clj) and other compounds. 
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and would be tending to move in all directions with a mass^ and 
velocity, the same as if the alcohol were present as a gas or vapor 
at the same temperature. If the solution is sufficiently dilute, 
the dissolved alcohol molecules are sufficiently far apart, for 
average time, to make the molecular attractions between them 
negligible, just as is assumed for gases. As far as the alcohol 
(solute) molecules alone are concerned, they may, evidently, be 
assumed to be present in the solution, in the same condition, as 
to number, mean kinetic energy and mean velocity, as they would 
be in alcohol vapor of the same concentration and temperature. 
We may ask, now, whether the osmotic pressure of the solution 
may not result from the pressure on the solvent, growing out of 
its bombardment by the solute molecules. And we may ask, 
further, what numerical relation would subsist between such a 
pressure and the pressure of the solute, if the latter were present 
as a gas, under the same conditions of temperature and concen- 
tration. In order to be prepared to answer these questions, we 
must consider, in what way the presence of the solvent must 
modify the motions and the forces of impact of solute molecules. 

One great difference between the dissolved substance and the gas 
would be, that, in the solution, the solute is in intimate contact with 
the solvent. A decided attraction must exist between the solute 
molecules and the solvent molecules, since we could not other- 
wise understand how a solvent, like water, in dissolving a non- 
volatile substance like sugar, could overcome those molecular 
attractions between the sugar molecules, which make sugar a 
solid. But we note, that all the solute molecules in a solution, 
except those at the surface, are surrounded on all sides equally 
by the solvent. The attractive forces, exerted upon the single 
molecules of the solute by the solvent molecules, thus sum up to 
zero, and need not be considered further. Only the small number 
of solute molecules, which are at the surface of the liquid, would 
involve a minor correction in the application of the kinetic theory, 
and this need not be considered here. 

A second point of difference between a substance in solution, 
and the same substance as a gas or vapor at the same temperature 

* The molecular weight of alcohol in dilute aqueous solution is the 
same (46) as in vapor form. Raoult, Z. phys. Chem.f 27, 656; Loomis, 
ibid., 32, 592. 
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in the same volume, lies in the fact that a gas molecule will go a 
much greater distance without colliding witli some second mole- 
cule and changing its path, than would a solute moleculcj the latter 
molecule being closely surrounded by the molecules of the solvent. 
The mean free path, as it is called, will be very much shorter for a 
solute molecule than for a gas molecule, and we note, as a matter 
of fact, how slow is the diffusion through a solvent (see exp., p. 8). 
But the shortness of the previous path does not affect the force of 
a blow resuUing from the impact of a moving mass, the force of 
the impact being dependent only on the mass and the change in 
speed of the striking particle, at the moment of impact. .Thus the 
short free mean path of a dissolved molecule does not affect the 
mean force of the blow, delivered when it strikes the resistiiig 
medium. 

The slow diSuBion of b, disaolved Bubsttuice represeots a difFerence in 
degree, not in kind, between gases and dissolved eubstances. Even in 
gases, we have such frequent culllsions that the mean free path of an oxygen 
molecule at 0° and atmospheric pressure is only O.OJ cm., whereas the 
velocity, the tota] path covered in oae second, ia 42,500 cm. 

Exp, If a bulb containing a. few drops of bromiae is broken at the bottom 
of a tail cylinder, the bromine vapor ia aeen to diffuao rather slowly into the 
upper part of the cylinder, the bromine molecules, in their passage upward, 
rebounding f™ni the air molecules, with which the cylinder is filled. It a 
second cylinder ia first evacuated, and the bromine bulb is broken in vacuo, 
the vapor is seen to fill the cylinder instantly, the high velocity of the bromine 
molecules being thus revealed. 

But a third question, of fundamental importance in the compari- 
Bon of the condition of a substance existing as a gas and its condition 
in a solution of the same concentration and temperature, results 
from a consideration of the frequency of the impacts of the solute 
molecules against the solvent, growing out of the reduction of 
the lengths of the mean free paths of the solute molecules.' In 
order to be able to take this fact properly into account, it will be 
necessary to consider somewhat more precisely the manner in 
which, according to the kinetic theory, gas pressure is produced. 

We may consider that we have in a cube of unit volume (1 c.c.) 

n molecules of a gas, each of mass m and average velocity u cm. 

per second. We may assume that one-third of the total number 

' Nemat, TheoretUxd CheniUtry, p, 245. 
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of molecules moves in each of the three dimensional directions.^ A 
single molecule of mass m, striking the surface with a velocity u 
and rebounding with the same velocity in the opposite direction, 
will exert on the surface a force of 2 mu imits. But, with a veloc- 
ity of u cm. per second, it will reach the opposite wall and return to 
the surface we are considering, u/2 times in one second. A single 
molecule will consequently exert a force 2 mu X u/2 or mu^ 
on the surface, and the n/3 molecules moving in the same 

ft 
direction will exert a force 7* Xmu^ on the unit surface. This 

represents, therefore, the pressure of such a gas, as calculated on 
the basis of the assumptions of the kinetic theory. Now, when 
a gas is so strongly compressed, that the bulk of the molecules 
is not negligible in comparison with the total volume of the gas, 
the number of impacts on unit surface in imit time becomes 

Tl U 

sensibly greater than « X ^ » since the distance to be covered 

between successive blows on the surface will be sensibly less than 
2 cm., in a cube of unit volume. If we imagine, for the sake of a 

rough illustration, that one-third of the molecules 
in 1 c.c. are united into one spherical mass (in- 
dicated by A in Fig. 7), moving upwards and 
downwards, it is obvious that the distance covered 
between two successive blows on a surface is not 
Fia. 7. 2 cm., but that distance diminished by twice the 

diameter of the sphere. For strongly compressed gases, the total 
number of impacts on imit surface is therefore sensibly greater than 

« X rt ; and the pressure is proportionately greater. According to 

van der Waal's correction for this effect, P = «X:i — d where 6 

o 1—0 

represents the volume actually occupied by the molecules in 1 c.c. 

of the gas.2 

Now, for solute molecules, the " free space'' of movement, as we 

may call it, is, similarly, very considerably reduced by the presence 

^ This assumption is not made in the rigorous development of the above 
relations on the basis of the kinetic theory, but it leads to the same net result. 

* Even for gases of ordinary concentration, the introduction of the same 
correction gives an expression for the relation of pressure and volume, which 
is more exact than Boyle's law and is used in all exact calculations with gases. 




of the solvent, and the reduction of this free space, as Nemst 

3 shown, will have the same effect on the pressure produced 
against unit surface of the solvent by the bombardment of the 
solvent by the solute, as the reduction of the free space has on the 
gas pressure when a gas is strongly compressed. The resulting 
pressure on unit surface of the solution must thus be increased, 
from the pressure Pga^, which would be exerted by the solute 
against the walla of a vessel, if it were present as a gas of the same 
concentration, at the same temperature, to Pgaa/Cl — f), where 
V represents the real volume occupied by the solvent and (1 — y) 
the free space for the solute molecules in unit volume of solution,' 
If osmotic pressure is the result of such a bombardment of the 
solvent by the molecules of the solute, one might, therefore, expect 
to find the osmotic pressure very muck greater than the gas pressure 
of the same substance in the same volume at the same temperature. 
However, in all the experimcTital determinations (by means of semi- 
permeable membrane, vapor pressure, boiling-point and freezing- 
point measurements) of the osmotic pressure as defined on p. 10, 
this corrective factcrr cancels out again.' According to the kinetic 
theory, the osmotic pressure ot a substance in dilute solution 
should, consequently, be found by experiment to be equal to the 
gas pressure which a gas, of the same molecular concentration, 
would exert at the same temperatuTc.' 

We find thus that the significant coincidence between the os- 
motic pressure of a substance in dilute solution, as defined and 
measured according to van't Hoff, and the gas pressure which the 
substance would exert, if it were present as a gas in the same 
volume and at the same temperature, is in agreement with the 
fundamental assumptions of the kinetic theory. This theory, 
consequently, gives us an adequate theoretical explanation of 

' One may imagine, first, n moleculea ot the solute as a gas, with the pres- 
Bure Pgaar i" ^ ^■"^ Then, one may imagine, crudely, the n moleculea ot 
solute, in a free (gas) apace of {1 — i>) c.c, in the center of 1 c.c. ot the solvent, 
and exerting by their impacts a pressure Pouaj against the aolvent. Accord- 
ing to Boyle's law, we should then have, Pg^ X 1 = /'osm ^ (' ~ '')r ond 
therefore ?„„, = Pg^(.l - v). 

' Vide Nemat, TheOreliC(d Chemistry, p. 245, for the detailed discussion ot 
this relation. 

' Thia conclusion is reached more rigorously and more simply by ther- 
modymmuc analysis. 
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osmotic pressure, as it does of gas pressure. As van't Hoflf says,* 
" if the osmotic pressure follows Gay-Lussac's law and is pro- 
portional to the absolute temperature, then, like gas pressure, it 
will become zero at 0° absolute temperature and will vanish 
when molecular movements come to rest. It is therefore natural 
to look for the cause of osmotic pressure in kinetic phenomena 
and not in attractions." ^ 

* Lectures on Physical Chemistryy Part II, p. 35. 

' Rigorous developments of the relations between solute and solvent, for 
dilute and concentrated solutions, have been made by van der Waals, 
Z. vhys, Chem.y 6, 133 (1890); van Laar, ibid., 16, 457 (1894); G. N. Lewis, 
J, Am, Chem, Soc., 30, 675 (1908), and Washburn, iWd., 32, 653 (1910). An 
admirable review of the theories of osmotic pressure, by Lovelace, will be 
found in the Am, Chem, /., 39, 546 (1908) (Stud.). 




THEORY OF lOKIZATIOH; IONIZATION AND ELECTRICAL 

CONDUCTIVITY 

Op the laws and hypotheses concerning gases, the one that is 
perhaps of most importance to chemistry is Avogadro's hypothesis. 
With the aid of this hypothesis, we are able to determine the 
relative molecular weights' of such elements and compounds as are 
gases, or are volatile at higher temperatures. If equal volumes ot 
gases, under the same conditions of temperature and pressure, 
contain the same number of molecules, then the weights of such 
equal volumes also represent the relative weights of the molecules 
composing the gases. As a standard, for expressing the relative 
molecular weights in definite numbers, the molecular weight of 
oxygen is taken by convention to be 32, and all other molecular 
weights are expressed in terms of this standard. The density, or 
weight of one liter of oxygen at 0° and 760 mm., is 1.429 grams, 
and the molecular weight expressed in grams (moUir weight) of 
oxygen, 32 grams, occupies, therefore, 32/1,429, or 22.4 liters. 
The weights of this same volume, 22.4 liters, of gases and vapors, 
calculated for 0° and 760 mm. pressure,' express then directly, in 
terms of the oxygen standard, the relative molecular weights of 
the elements or compounds forming the gases. The weights them- 
selves give us directly their gram-molecular or molar weights. 

When molecular weights are determined in this way, with the 
aid of Avogadro's hypothesis, results are obtained which agree 

' From the molecular weights of elements and compounds, the atomic 
weights of elements may be determined, with the aid of aaalysia. (C/. Smith, 
Inorganic Ch^mislry (1909), p. 196, or General Chemiilry for Colleges (1908), 
p, 130 (Stud.), or Remaen, Inorganic Chemialry, Advanced Course (1904), 
pp. 7I~80 (Stud.).) 

' The weight of a small volume of a gaa or vapor, at any definite tem- 
perature and pressure, is determined. With the aid of Boyle's and Gay- 
Lusaac's laws, this observed volume is then reduced to standard conditions. 
Finally, the weight of 22,4 liters, uader etandard conditions, is obtained by 
calculation. 
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perfectly with the chemical behavior of the compounds or elements 
in question. The molecular weights of hydrogen chloride, water, 
ammonia, and marsh gas, for instance, are found to be 36.5, 18, 
17 and 16, respectively, corresponding to the formulae^ HCl, 
H2O, NHj and CH4, and in confirmation of these results we find, 
by methods used especially in organic chemistry, that these com- 
pounds show a chemical behavior agreeing perfectly with the 
presence of one, two, three and four hydrogen atoms, respectively, 
in their molecules. Marsh gas, for instance, by treatment with 
chlorine, yields a monochloride, CH3CI, a dichloride, CH2CI2, a 
trichloride (chloroform), CHCla, and a tetrachloride, CCI4. Water, 
by proper treatment, may be converted in successive stages into 
alcohol, (C2H6)OH, and then into ether, (C2H6)0(C2H6), or into 
sodium hydroxide, NaOH, and sodium oxide, Na20. 

It is this perfect agreement between the chemical behavior and the for- 
mulae (as based on these molecular weights and on the analysis of com- 
poimds), which fonns the strongest experimental evidence of the correctness 
of the fundamental assumption of Avogadro's hypothesis. The agreement 
has been shown to hold for innumerable compounds, even for those of 
greatest complexity, and it was such agreement which finally led to the gen- 
eral acceptance of the hypothesis. The experimental evidence of this nature 
is so strong, so extensive and so completely corroborative of the hjrpothesis, 
that many chemists, rather justly, consider the hypothesis to have been estab- 
lished as a law, although the evidence is circumstantial rather than direct. 

While the application of Avogadro's hypothesis thus gives 
•results agreeing well with the observed chemical behavior of very 
many important compounds, observations have been made which, 
at first sight, do not appear to agree with the requirements of the 
hypothesis and which seem to raise a doubt as to the universal 
trvih of its fundamental assumption. Thus, if equal volumes of 
hydrogen chloride and ammonia, of the same temperature and 
pressure, are brought together, ammonium chloride is formed, 
both gases being totally consumed. Since, according to the 
hypothesis, equal volumes, under the conditions obtaining, contain 
the same numbers of molecules, the formation of ammonium 
chloride takes place according to the equation NH3 + HCl — > 
NH4CI, and we should anticipate that the molecular weight of 

* For the deduction of formulae see Smith, Inorganic Chemistry ^ 196, 203 ; 
CoUege Chemistry, 40; or Remsen, ibid,, p. 79 (Stud.). 



ammonium chloride would be 17 + 36.5 or 53.5. However, when 
the molecular weight is determined by obtaining the weight of a 
measured volume of ammonium chloride vapor, at a temperature 
sufficiently high to vaporize the salt, and the observations are 
reduced to standard conditions of temperature and pressure, 26.75 
grams is found as the calculated weight of 22.4 liters, and this 
weight, according to this hypothesis, should be the molecular 
weight of the chloride. This contradiction in two conclusions, 
each reached by the application of Avogadro's hypothesis to 
experimental observations, would, at the first glance, make one 
hesitate to accept the hypothesis as representing a universal 
truth; it might seem as if in some gases, such as ammonium 
chloride vapor, there might be only half as many molecules 
in a given volume as in the same volume of the majority of 
gases. 

Gaseous Dissociation. — The discrepancy between the two 
conclusions and any doubt as to the universal soundness of the 
great generalization expressed in Avogadro's hypothesis disap- 
pear, however, in the light of a closer study of the composition 
of ammoniurn chloride vapor. It was suggested simultaneously 
by Cannizzaro, by Kopp and by Kekul6 ' that the abnormally 
low result, obtained for the molecular weight of ammonium 
chloride from a study of its vapor density, is due to the dissociation 
of the salt at high temperatures into its components, ammonia 
and hydrogen chloride, the average of whose molecular weights is, 
in fact, (17 + 36.5)/2, or 26.75, the value found experimentally 
for the vapor of ammonium chloride. Proof of the correctness 
of this interpretation was furnished by P^bal,^ who showed that 
ammonium chloride vapor does consist of the two gases, the 
lighter of which, ammonia, diffuses more rapidly through porous 
walls {P^bal used an asbestos stopper) than does the heavier, 
hydrogen chloride. The dissociation may be easily demonstrated 
by using an air cushion as a porous wall.* From the mixture 
produced by vaporizing ammonium chloride,' the ammonia will 
diffuse more rapidly through the layer of air than will the hydrogen 

' Kopp, Liebtg'a Ann., 106, 390 (1858) ; K^kul^, ibid., 106, 143 (1858) (Stud.). 

' LUbig's Ann., 123, 199 (1862) (Stud.). 

• Wanklyn and RobisoD, Compt, totuI., 62, 549 (18B3) (Stud.), 

' For instaaae in a test tube held in a horiEotital position. 
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chloride, and the gases may be recognized in succession by their 
action on litmus paper (exp.). 

The gasecms dissociation of other ammonium salts, of phos- 
phorus pentachloride and pentabromide (PXs r± PX3 + X2), and 
of a number of less common compounds, has been demonstrated 
in similar ways. As a result of the study of each case, the im- 
portant conclusion has been reached that, as far as our knowl- 
edge goes, there are no exceptions to Avogadro's hypothesis, 
and this hypothesis seems therefore to represent a universal 
truth.i 

Molecular Weight Determinations in Solution. — Van't Hoff's 
extension of the Avogadro Hypothesis, so that it shall apply to 
solutes in dilute solutions, is the basis of another general method of 
greatest value for determining molecular weights. Equal volumes 
of dilute solutions of the same osmotic pressure and the same 
temperature contain, according to van't Hoff, the same numbers 
of dissolved molecules, irrespective of the solvent used. Further- 
more, the number of dissolved molecules is identical with that 
which a gas of the same pressure and at the same temperature 
would contain in the same volume. To determine the molecular 
weight of a solute, therefore, we may calculate, from the osmotic 
pressure, the temperature and the concentration of the solutibn,^ 
that weight of the solute which, in 22.4 liters of the solution, at 0^ 
would give 760 nma. osmotic pressure; the weight found repre- 
sents, in grams, the molecular weight of the solute in the solution 
used. 

The fact that all solvents and all solutes are included in this 

* By applying the corrections demanded by the kinetic theory (van der 
Waals's equation) to gases even under ordinary pressures, Guye and D. Ber- 
thoUet have obtained, with the aid of Avogadro's hypothesis, values for the 
molecular weights of gases and for the atomic weights of their components, 
which compare in accuracy with the best analytical work on solutions and 
solids. 

* The usual experimental methods consist in determining the elevation of 
the boiling-point, or the lowering of the freezing-point, or the lowering of the 
vapor tension of a solvent by a solute, methods which were discovered by 
Raoult and used empirically until van't Hoff developed their relations to 
the Avogadro principle. The calculation of a molecular weight is much 
simplified by the use of the different specific constants expressing the lower- 
ing or elevation produced by one gram-molecule or mole, dissolved either in 
one liter or in 100 grams of each specific solvent. 
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I hypothesis, with the sole limiting condition that the solution 
f must be dilute, is one of great significance and of greatest 

practical importance, as we may use any suitable solvent for 

determinations. 
When molecular weights are determined in this way, a very 

large number of compounds .give the same molecular weight by 

the solution method as by the gas method. For instance we have: 
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Further, the molecular weight of glucose is found in aqueous 
solutions to be 180, conforming to the formula CsHiiOe, and 
agreeing with the molecular weight as obtained by a chemical 
study of compounds derived from glucose. 

While there are, then, very many agreements in the molecular 
weights determined by the solution and by the older methods, it 
was recognized, at the outset,' that there is also a large number 
of apparently ahivyrmal cases, in which, in particular, much lower 
molecular weights are obtained by the solution methods than by 
the gas method, — lower even than the weights consistent with the 
accepted atomic weights of the elements in the compounds in 
question.' For instance, we find 36.5 to be the molecular weight 
of hydrogen chloride in the gas form, but in aqueous solution ita 
apparent molecular weight, as determined on the basis of van't 
Hoff'a hypothesis, is not even a constant; it is found to be less than 
36.5 and approaches the limit 18.25, the more dilute the solution, 

 See Arrhenius, Z. pkys. Chem., 1, 631 (18S7). 

' Or, on the basia of the accepted molecular weight*, abnormaJly high 
osmotic pressureB, abnormally great loweringa of the freezing-point, raisings 
of the boiling-point, etc., were obtained. Van't Hoff, originally, on account 
of these discrepancies, considered thia extenraon of the Avogadro Hypotheda 
to hold only for the " majority " of substancea in solution, not for all (Arrhs- 
niua, loc. eil.)- It was considered to have unitiersal application (for dilute 
BolutioDs) only after Arrhenius had explained the exceptions with the aid 
of his theory of electrolytic dissociation. 



38 QUALITATIVE CHEMICAL ANALYSIS 

the lower being the apparent molecular weight.^ For sodium chlo- 
ride, the formula weight, corresponding to the formula NaCl, is 
58.5. This would also represent its smallest molecular weight in 
gas form, consistent with the accepted atomic weights for sodium 
and chlorine. In aqueous solution, again, the apparent molecular 
weight of sodium chloride is found to be less than 58.5, and more 
than 29.25, the value found depending on the concentration of 
the solution used. For zinc chloride we have, likewise, in aqueous 
solution values much less than 136 and tending toward the limit 
45, whereas the formula weight for ZnCU is 136. 

These are instances of a very large class of apparent gross dis- 
crepancies between the requirements of the Avogadro-van't Hofif 
principle and the generally accepted molecular weights of common 
compounds. There are three ways, in particular, in which one 
might be inclined to regard such results: m the first place, one 
might be tempted to consider that van't Hoff's extension of 
Avogadro's hypothesis to solutions is justified in a considerable 
number of cases, but not as a universal expression, applicable 
to all dilute solutions. This seems, indeed, to have been van't 
Hoff's own attitude originally. Such a view, since it does not 
throw new light on the matter, but simply shelves the question 
of the source of the discrepancy, would be tenable only after all 
other explanations had been found unsatisfactory. 

In the second place, we might be inclined to consider whether 
a molecule like hydrogen chloride is not dissociated in aqueous solu- 
tion into two smaller molecules, hcl, in which hydrogen and chlorine 
would appear as atoms with the weights h = 0.5 and d = 17.75, 
which are half as large as the atomic weights determined from a 
study of volatile compounds of hydrogen and chlorine. If we re- 
member that our atomic weights are confessedly maximum weights, 
and not minimum weights — although they are almost certainly 
also the true atomic weights — such a view would be, at least, 
worthy of some consideration. But, in the first place, it would be 
extraordinary that we should never have found, in the thousands of 

^ That is, hydrogen chloride, in aqueous solution, depresses the vapor 
tension and the freezing-point and elevates the boiling-point considerably 
more than an equimolecidar quantity, for instance, of glucose does, and gives 
a considerably higher osmotic pressure. The dififerences are relatively greater, 
the more dilute the solutions used. 
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hydrogen derivativea that have been investigated, any compound, 
the molecule of which, in the gaseous condition, contained a single 
fluch atom of hydrogen, with the weight 0.5, or an uneven multiple 
of it: that only even multiples or pairs h^, corresponding to the 
atom H, should always have been found. In the second place, 
such an explanation of the results of the molecular weight de- 
terminations in aqueous solutions given above, would soon lead 
to difficulties, which make the view altogether untenable. For 
instance, the molecule of zinc chloride, according to the data 
given, would have to break down into three molecules and, if 
these were of uniform composition, we would have to assume 
chlorine atoms two-thirds or one-third as large as CI. Since a 
moment ago we had to assume chlorine atoms one-half as large 
as CI, we would have to conclude that the atomic weight of chlorine 
could be, at most, Cl/6, which is the largest common divisor of 
Cl/2 and Cl/3. No chemist would seriously consider an atomic 
weight for chlorine one-sixth as large as the accepted weight, for 
that would mean that, in all the chlorine compounds investigated 
in the condition of gases, we have always at least six such atoms 
occurring together, and otherwise always multiples of six. Conse- 
quently such an interpretation of the so-called "abnormal" be- 
havior of solutions of hydrogen chloride, sodium and zinc chlorides, 
etc., although at one time advanced by some chemists, must be 
considered as altogether untenable. 

A third explanation of the "abnormally "low molecular weights, 
which certain substances in aqueous solutions possess, is, that 
the molecules of these compounds are capable of dissociation into 
smaller molecules of unlike composition, somewhat like ammonium 
chloride when it is heated, and that the substances in question 
are dissociated more or less considerably in this fashion in the 
solutions under consideration. Hydrogen chloride, for instance, 
besides existing as such (as HCI), in aqueous solutions, might be 
capable of dissociating, and actually be dissociated, to a consider- 
able degree into molecules containing either only hydrogen or 
only chlorine (HCI ^ H -f CI); the average of the weights of the 
molecules in a mixture of molecules, HCI, H, and CI, would be less 
than 36.5, and, according to the proportion of dissociated and 
undissociated molecules of hydrogen chloride, the average would 
lie between the limits 36.5 and (1 + 35.5)/2, or 18.25. Such an 
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explanation,^ made with certain additions and restrictions, was 
advanced in 1885 by Arrhenius, a Swedish chemist and physicist, 
when he leftmed of the exceptional behavior of these solutions, as 
noted by van't Hoflf. Although at first this interpretation occa- 
sioned considerable criticism, it has maintained itself successfully 
for twenty years, on the basis of a wide range of accumulated 
facts, and it has been of remarkable value and benefit in the 
development of all branches of chemistry and the allied sciences. 
The Theory of Ionization. — Arrhenius^ made the simple 
observation that all those solutions, in which the dissolved com- 
pounds seem to have abnormally low molecular weights, are solu- 
tions through which an electric current may be readily passed, they 
are electrolytes, whereas the solutions which give normal results 
(see, for instance, the table on p. 37) do not allow the ready 
passage of a current, they are nonelectrolytes. 

Exp. The fundamental difference between the two classes of solutions 
may readily be demonstrated. To water contained in an electrolytic cell, 
which is connected with a ligbjjtng circuit and with an electric lamp, first 
some alcohol, and later a small quantity of hydrochloric acid are added. The 
lamp is seen to glow, instantly, when the aeid is added. 

This simple fact, that the very solutions which give abnormally 
low molecular weights for the dissolved compounds are also good 
conductors of electricity, was explained by a theory of electrolytic 
dissociation or of ionization, which Arrhenius had developed ^ from 
a study of the conductivity of electrolytes. The same fact has 
aided in establishing this theory which has led to the elucidation 
of vital problems of electrical conductivity and to a successful 

^ A fourth interpretation advanced at one time in opposition to the 
theory of ionization is that salts like sodium chloride and zinc chloride are 
hydrolyzed and thereby produce more solute molecules, e.g, NaCl + HjO -^ 
NaOH + HCl. Aside from the fact that such hydrolysis of salts, when it 
does occur (Chapter X.), is easily detected, and that it can be proved not to 
occur appreciably in the case of sodium chloride (loc. cU.)^ this interpretation 
fails utteriy to account for the results obtained with acidSf e.g. HCl, HNO», 
HjS04, and with bases j e.g. NaOH, Ba(0H)2, which in aqueous solutions show 
an increase in the number of molecules as great as shown by salts. This 
explanation is therefore untenable. 

* Z. phys. Chem.f 1, 631, (1887). Previous papers were published in the 
transactions of the Royal Academy of Sweden (Stockholm). For a history of 
the theory see Ostwald, Z. phys. Chem.j 69, p. 1 (1909), and Arrhenius, The 
WiUard Gibbs Address, J. Am. Chem. Soc., 1911 (Stud.). 



explanation of the problem of the apparently abnormal osmotic 
pressures (and molecular weights) of electrolyte solutes. It has 
thus removed the last difficulty in the way of accepting the van't 
Hoff-Avogadro Hypothesis (p. 15) as true for all dilute solutions, 
. exactly as the discovery of gaseous dissociation made it possible to 
recognize in the original Avogadro Hypothesis a universal truth 
(p. 36) about gases. And to these results was added, chiefly as the 
fruit of the work of Ostwaldj with the aid of the theory of Arrhenius, 
the most successful and accurate formulation of the problem of the 
chemical activity of electrolytes, known in the history of chemistry. 
Main Assumptions of Arrhenius's Theory of Ionization. — 
The main assumptions of the theory of electrolytic dissociation 
or ionization are the following; (1) When an ionogcn is dissolved 
in water, its molecules are immediately, more or less completely, 
dissotnated by Ike water into smaller fragments or molecules of 
unlike composition. (2) These new molecules are charged with 
electricity; the molecules of the one product are charged with 
positive, the molecules of the other product' with ?iegative elec- 
tricity, the unit positive charge being equal in quantity, but 
opposite in kind, to the unit negative charge; the sum of all the 
positive charges in a solution is equal to the sum of all the negative 
charges, and the whole solution is electrically neutral. (3) The 
dissociation is a reversible reaction, and all electrolytes must be 
considered to be completely ionized at infinite dilution. (4) Except 
for the dependence resulting from the electrical charges and the 
consequent attractions and repulsions between ions, the ions must 
be considered independent molecules with their own specific chemi- 
cal and physical properties. 

When a current is passed through the solution of an ionogen, 
the electrified particles carry their charges to the electrodes (see 

 Id the ciUH! of double salts, such us sodium-ammonium phosphate, 
and Himilar compounds, the dissociation leads to the formation of more than 
two products. The molecules of two or more different products may then 
be charged positively and, coavereely, there may be two or more different 
products of dissociation carrying negative charges. We have, for inataace, 
Na{NH,)HPO, i=i Na+ + NH.+ + H+ + POr and Na(NHJHPO. i± Na+ 
+ NH,+ + HPO ". In all cases the rule concerning the sum of all the 
charges, as expressed in (2), must be fulfilled, the charge on the phosphate 
ion, P0(~, being three times as great as that on a sodium, ammonium, or 
hydrogen ion; that on the acid phosphate ion, HPOi", being twice as great. 




42 QUALITATIVE CHEMICAL ANALYSIS 

below). They are called the ions^ of the electrolyte; the posi- 
tively charged ions are distinguished as cations from the negatively 
charged anions, and the electrode toward which the cations move 
is called the cathode (negative electrode), and the electrode to 
which the anions move is called the anode (positive electrode). 

The dissociation of hydrogen chloride may be expressed, in 
the terms of the assmnptions made, in the following equation: 
HCl ^ H+ + Cl~; that is, hydrogen chloride is dissociated, to a 
greater or smaller extent and in reversible fashion, into positively 
charged hydrogen ions H+, and negatively charged chloride ions 
Cl~, and the charge on each chloride ion is equal in quantity to the 
positive charge on each hydrogen ion. Zinc chloride is dissociated 
according to the equation ZnCU ^ Zn++ + 2C1~, and, according 
to (2), the charge on each zinc ion is twice as great in quantity 
as the charge on each chloride ion, and therefore twice as great 
also as the charge on each hydrogen ion (see below, p. 58). It 
is practically certain, according to more recent results, that the 
ions are combined with water to form hydrates, such as H+(H20)x 
and Cl~(H20)y.^ This does not modify, essentially, the funda- 
mental assumptions of the theory, but contributes rather to a 
satisfactory explanation of the r61e of water as an ionizing agent, 
a question to which we shall return later. 

The Theory of Ionization and the Electron Theory of Elec- 
tricity and of Matter.^ — According to the views held by many 
leading physicists at the present time, negative electricity consists of 
ultimate particles of matter called electrons or corpuscles. The 
mass of an electron is about tuV^ the mass of an atom of hydro- 
gen, and the electric charge of the electron is equal to that carried 
by a chloride ion in solution.^ The atoms of the elements are 
considered to consist of aggregations of large numbers of electrons 
in a kind of " shell " or " body " of positive electricity. This posi- 
tive electricity, in a given atom, is equal in quantity to the total 
negative charge of the electrons in the atom, the atoms as such 

^ Ion = the going or the migrating particle. 

* See Washburn, J. Am. Chem, Soc, 31, 322 (1909), in regard to the 
values of x and y, the quantities of water carried by certain ions. 

• Vide J. J. Thomson, Electricity and Matter (1905) and Corpuscvlar 
Theory of Matter (1907) (Stud.). Vide R. A. Millikan, Science, 32, 436 (1910), 
on the discrete or "granular" nature of electricity (Stud.). 

^ See MiUikan, loc. cU., as to the exact value of this " unit charge." 
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containing no excess of either positive or negative electricity. 
The number of electrons in the atom of an element is considered to 
be definite and constant for that element, but the number varies aa 
we go from the atoms of one element to those of a second element, 
the number increasing with the atomic weight of the element. 

One of the most fundamental and most characteristic properties 
of elements is considered to be the affinity which their atoms show 
for electrons; thus, the atoms of metals like sodium and potas- 
sium, which are generally called "electropositive " elements,' show 
an enormous tendency to lose one electron each and to form posi- 
tively charged particles^ Na~' ( = Na+) and K~' (=K+).^ The 
atoms of strongly electronegative elements, like chlorine, have a 
tremendous tendency for gaining and holding electrons beyond 
the number originally in such atoms. Thus, chlorine atoms tend 
to assume an electron each; they thereby become JiegoHvely charged 
particles, C1-^'(=C1-). 

On the basis of these views, we have in sodium chloride NaCl 
a substance, whose molecules contain an atom, Na, with a tre- 
mendous tendency to lose an electron, and an atom, CI, which has a 
tremendous ajffinity for an electron. It is natural to suppose, then, 
that both tendencies will be satisfied by the passage of an electron 
from the sodium to the chlorine atom, NaCl — > Na-'CI"*"'. Or, 
if we use the sign -|- to designate the positive charge produced on 
an atom by the loss of an electron and the sign — to indicate the 
charge gained through the assumption of an electron, we have*: 
NaCl is Na''"Cl~. Similarly we have in hydrogen chloride 
H— C1+' or H+C1-. It is altogether likely, therefore, that the 
atoms in a molecule of sodium chloride or of hydrogen chloride 
already possess electric charges,^ so that, even while combined, 

' Cf. McCoy, J. Am. Chevi. Soc., 33, March, 1911, in regard to electropod- 
tive, composite (i.e. nonelemeaCary) " metala." 

' The aytabol < in used to deaignate an electron. The losa of one eleatron 
by an atom leaves a unit posilwe charge on the particle. 

 In Chapter XV (j. v.) the offinity of the elements for electrons and the 
reactioDS, of the nature of oxidation and reduction, depending on this affinity, 
are discussed in detail. 

* J. J. Thomson, Corpuscular Theory of Matter, p. 120. 

' A. A. Noyes (Carnegie InsUtuiion PnbUcaliom, No. 63, p. 331 (1907)), 
believes that we may have Itao kinds of molecules, HCl and H+Cl", as well aa 
tiie ions H+ and CI". 
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their tendencies to lose or gain electrons are satisfied. It is also 
possible that the atoms are held together in the molecule by the 
electrical attraction of the opposite charges.^ The force with 
which opposite electrical charges attract each other depends, as 
is well known, on the nature of the surrounding medium. Now, 
when molecular sodium chloride or hydrogen chloride is dissolved 
in water (a favorable medium), a decided decrease in the attraction 
(see p. 62), between the charged atoms within the molecules is 
brought about, and a process of ionization results: H+C1~;=^H+ 
+ Cl~. The charged particles are called ions only after they have 
separated from one another and have become independent mole- 
cules, capable, for example, of moving in opposite directions. 

While the atoms of some metallic elements tend to lose a single 
electron and form ions Me+ (e.g, Na"^, K+), the atoms of other 
elements tend to lose two or more electrons, forming bivalent 
ions, Me++ (e.g, Zn++, Fe++, etc.), or trivalent ions, Me+++ (e.g. 
Bi"*"++, Fe"*"^), and so forth. Similarly, atoms of the so-called 
negative elements may assume two or more electrons, fonning 
bivalent ions, X" (e.g. S"), and so forth. 

The Validity of the Theory of Ionization. — In determining 
the validity of the theory of ionization, we may consider, first, 
the sufficiency of the explanations which it offers for observed facts 
and. important phenomena. We may then weigh, more critically, 
by any evidence offering itself, the facts which will enable us to 
decide between this theory and the older theory of ionization, 
that of Clausius (p. 51). The latter, although displaced, is still 
often revived by opponents of the modem theory. Such facts as 
we will consider are found, first, in the domain of conductivity 
phenomena, next, in the osmotic pressure and related properties 
of solutions, and, finally, in the study of the chemical activity of 
electrolytes (see Chapter V). 

Ionization and Electrical Conductivity. — Turning our atten- 
tion first to the field of electrical phenomena, and developing the 
theory for the present descriptively, we find that the conductivity 
of a solution depends, according to this theory, on the fact that 
when two oppositely charged poles are placed in a solution, the 

^ Modem theory thus is reverting to the Berzelius theory of chemical affinity 
[Vide Meyer's History of Chemistry (translated by M'Gowan) 1891, 220-265, 
or Ladenburg's History of Chemistry (translated by Dobbin) 1900, 86, 88, etc.] 



THE THEORY OF IONIZATION 

positive charge on the anode attracte all the negative particles 
within its 6eld of action, and repels all the positive particles, ex- 
actly as a positive static charge of electricity would attract a 
negatively charged pith-ball and repel a positively charged one. 
In the case of a solution of hydrochloric acid, the negative charge 
on the cathode would attract the hydrogen ions and repel the 
chloride ions, and the positive charge of the anode would attract 
the chloride ions and repel the hydrogen ions. The net result 
would be a migration of all the chloride ions with their negative 
charges toward the anode, and of the positively charged hydrogen 
ions toward the cathode, — a flow or current of electricity being 
thus produced. The fact, then, that a current of electricity does 
readily pass through such a solution of an ionogen, is easily un- 
derstood on the basis of these views. 



Exp. The migration of the ions through- 
out the whole solution may be demonstrated 
by the passage of a current through a large 
U-tube containing a mixture of & cupric salt 
and a permanganate,' placed under some di- 
lute sulphuric acid. The cupric-ion is blue, all 
ionized Bolutions of cupric saJta, with a color- 
less negative ion, being blue, while the per- 
manganate-ion is of an intense purple color. 
In thelimb of the U-tube, in which the cathode 
is placed, a blue zone, containing cupric ions, ''*'| 
is BOOD seen emerging from the purple liquid 
and rising toward the cathode (see Fig. 8). 
It will take some time for any cupric iona 
actually to reach the electrode and be de- 
posited as metallic copper. On the anode 
side, purple permangante ions are seen rising 
toward the positive electrode. 




The movement of the electrically charged particles in opposite 
directions through the solution constitutes an electric current, 
and such a current has the properties of a current through a wire 

' To a saturated solution ot cupric nitrate may be added a small amount 
of a saturated solution of potassium permanganate, sufficient to give a de- 
cided purple color to the miirture. Potassium chromate, aa recommended 
by A. A. Noyee, may be used in place of the permanganate. (C/. Noyes and 
I, J. Am. Cham. Soc., 22, 726 iiaoo).) 
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— producing, for instance, heat, or being capable of deflecting a 
magnet placed in its field of action.^ 

Electrolysis. — When ions touch an electrode, they are dis- 
charged, and with the discharge, are changed chemically, and, 
according to the electron theory, also materially. Cupric ions, 
Cu++ or Cu~2«, receiving two electrons at the cathode, are pre- 
cipitated as metallic copper. When a current is passed through 
a solution of hydrochloric acid, the hydrogen ions, by the pairing 
of the discharged ions, yield hydrogen gas consisting of molecules, 
H2; the chloride ions are converted at the anode into chlorine CI2. 
The formation of these molecules, X2, may be variously interpreted, 
as resulting either from the union of two discharged or neutral 
atoms, or as consisting, for instance in the case of hydrogen, in 
the discharge of a hydrogen ion H+, at the negative electrode, 
followed by the assumption of a negative charge or electron by the 
neutral atorriy the new ion H~ combining at once with the positive 
ion H+ to form the molecule H+H~. At the positive pole, by 
an analogous recharging of a discharged negative chloride-ion 
Cl~, we should obtain a positive ion,^ C1+, and immediately the 
formation of CI2 or C1"^C1~ would follow. Helmholtz advocated 
the latter conception of the action at the electrodes, and, more 
recently, J. J. Thomson^ brings forward, as a very important 
argument in favor of it, the fact that iodine, which according to 
vapor density determinations dissociates into monatomic mole- 
cules at high temperatures (I2 ;=^ 2 I), becomes, simultaneously 
with this dissociation, also an excellent gaseous conductor of electri- 
city ^ as would be anticipated from a dissociation, I+I~ <=± 1+ + I~. 
This fact is emphasized here, because in it we seem to have a case 
of conductivity coinciding with gaseous dissodationy the existence of 
which is recognized by the universally accepted laws of gases, and 
diflFering in no important respect from the dissociation assumed for 
conductors in solution. 

Conductivity and Dilution. — The passage of a current through 
an electrolyte consists, then, in a transfer of electricity by material 
particles, the ions. According to the theory of ionization only 

1 Exp.; cf. Eckstein, J. Am. Chem. Soc.y 27, 759 (1905) (Stud.). 

2 W. A. Noyes, J. Am. Chem. Soc., 23, 460 (1901); Stieglitz, ibid., 23, 
796 (1901); Walden, Z. phys. Chem., 43, 385 (1903). 

» Corpuscular Theory of Matter , p. 130 (1907). 



the ionized portion of an electrolyte can carry the current at any 
moment, und, consequently, a given weight of an ionogen should, 
under comparable conditions, be the more efficient as a conductor, 
the more completely it is dissociated into ions. 

If the conductivity of a given weight of hydrogen chloride, for 
instance, is measured under comparable conditions, it should be 
found to be greater, the more completely the acid is ionized. 
Now, in aqueous solutions, hydrogen chloride ionizes under the in- 
fluence of the solvent water (pp. 41, 61), and the theory would lead 
us to anticipate that the greater the proportion of water used, 
the more extensively will it ionize the acid. Consequently, the 
addition of water to a given weight of acid should increase the 
latter's efficiency as a conductor. This conclusion has been fully 
verified by exact methods of measurement and may be readily 
demonstrated by the following series of experiments: 

Exp.' An electrolytic cell, having the sliape of a parallelopipedan and a 
capacity of about one liter, is fitted with electrodes of copper, which reach 
from the bottom to the top of the cell and are connected with a atorage 
cell and an ammeter. The cell is firat filled with distilled water; no percep- 
tible current posses through the water and the latter is therefore practically 
a nonconductor. The cell is then emptied by means of a siphon and 20 c,c. of 
4-molar hydrochloric acid is brought into it. The ammeter shows that a 
definite current posses through the solution (0.17 ampere in an experiment' 
with a cell 4.6 em. wide and 11.5 em. long, with copf)er electrodes 4.6 cm. broad 
and 21 cm. high). (See Fig. 9, p, 48.) 

' The experiment is an adaptation of a similar one described by A. A, 
Noyes and Blanchard, J. Am. Chem. .Soc., 22, 726 (1900). 

' The copper electrodes arc polari/ed by the formation of hydrogen on 
the cathode, but, in the course of a few seconds, the current becomes rather 
constant and is then read. The polarization may bo considered us simply 
reducing the potential of the cell, and since, within the range of concentrations 
of acid used, — 4-molar to J-molar — the polarization current does not vary 
markedly, as compared with the potential of the storage eeU, the total poten- 
tial used through the series of dilutions may be considered sufficiently am- 
alanl tor the purposes of the experiment. Readings are made three or tour 
seconda after each dilution, when the polarization has been fully established. 
Polarization may be entirely avoided by the use of a silver nitrate solution 
and silver electrodes or of a cupric salt solution and copper electrodes (Noyes 
andBlancbafd). Hydrochloric acid is used hereinorder to carry the discussion 
in the text as far as possible with this typical ionogen. If one takes care 
to make readings as described, the result is quite satisfactory, as is shown by 
the comparison of the ratios of the readings with the ratios calculated from the 
known conductivities of the various dilutions (see table below). 
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The conductivity of a solution, like that of a metal conductor, 
is the reciprocal of its resistance. Since, accordii^ to Ohm's 
law,' the current for a given potejUial is inversely proportional to 
the resistance, the current is also directly proportional to the 
conductivity. The resistances of the metal connections and of 
the ammeter in the experiment are very small compared with the 
resistance of the solution, and they may be considered negligible 
for our purpose. Thus, the current indicated by the ammeter is a 
closely approximate measure of the conductivity of the solution. 
Now, if a volume of water (20 c.c.) equal to the volume of acid, 




were to be added to the latter, the cross section through which 
the current flows from plate to plate would be doubled, and, since 
the conductivity of a liquid conductor, like that of a metal, increases 
proportionally to the cross section, the current should be doubled 
by the change in this one factor. On the other hand, the con- 
centration of the conducting acid is now one-half of the original 
concentration, and this should in turn reduce the conductivity of 
the solution to one-half. Consequently, if there were no further 
change in the electrolyte, the original conductivity should be 
maintained when the acid is thus diluted. But, according to 
the theory of ionization, as has just been shown, the addition of 

' Current — PoteDtiftl IMEFereDce / Resistance, or Current = Potential 
IHfference X Conductivity. For a conaUmt polenlial difference, then, Cuirent 
'»- Conductivitj, 
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water to a given weight of hydrochloric acid should increase the 
proportion of ionized acid, and since the ions are the carriers of the 
current, the conductivity of the solution should be increased be- 
cause of this change in the composition of the electrolyte. Experi- 
ment shows that such is the case. 



Exp. 20 c.c. of water is added to the 20 c.c. of 4-molaj' acid in the cell, 
and the mixture is stirred. The current is decidedly increased (from 0.17 to 
0.22 ampere in the experiment under discussion). It 40, 80, 160 and 320 c.c. 
of water are added in auoceBsion to the contents of the cell, the conductivity 
is increased by every oddilion of water. But, while each addition dilutes the 
acid to one-half the previous concentration, the increase grows proportionally 
attudler and emaUer with increasing dilulion. In the following table, "Ratios I" 
are the ratios of the observed conductivities to the original conductivity, 
"Ratios 11" the ratio of each observed conductivity to the preceding one. 





Observed Con- 
dgotivity.' 


Ralioal. 


Ratio, n. 


4-mo!ar 


0,17 
0.22 
0.26 
0.30 
0.31 
0.32 


1.30 
1.53 
1.75 
1.83 
1,88' 


1. 

1.30 
1.18 
1.15 
1.04 
1.03 















L 



We should expect, further, that the increase in conductivity, 
being dependent on the increased dissociation of a finite quantity 
of electrolyte, should tend towards a limit, a maximum con- 
ductivity being reached when (practically) all the acid is ionized. 
As a matter of experience, the conductivity of a given quantity 
of an acid or other ionogen does t«nd toward a limit. In the 
experiment just made, the conductivity of the acid increases very 
rapidly at first, as the 4-molar acid is diluted by water; but the 
increase in conductivity with the succeeding dilutions grows 
smaller and smaller and the conductivity is plainly approaching 

' This is an artificial scale {see text) of conductivities, and does not re- 
present reciprocal ohms, the standard units of conductivity. 

' In the exact data on the conductivities of 4-molar and J-moIsff HCl 
(Eohlrauach and Holboni, Leitvermogen der EUklrolyte. (1898) p. ISO), the 
ratio 348/181.5, or 1.92, is found, in place of 1.88 as observed. 
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a limit (see the ratios I and II in the table). For hydrochloric 
acid at 18°, the limit for one mole^ (36.5 grams HCl) at infinite 
dilution, as deduced from the curve of conductivities at finite 
dilutions, is 384 reciprocal ohms.^ 

Degree of Ionization of an Electroljrte. — The conductivity of 
a given weight of an electrolyte, for instance of its gram-equiva- 
lent weight, depends, then, at a given temperature on the extent 
to which it is ionized, the ions being the only carriers of the current 
in a solution of an electrolyte. The conductivity will also depend 
on the friction which the ions must overcome in moving through 
a solution, but, for sufficiently dilute solutions in a given solvent, 
the friction may be" assumed to be approximately constant for 
given ions. For such solutions, then, the conductivity of a given 
weight of a given electrolyte at a given temperature may be said 
to depend wholly on the extent to which the electrolyte is ionized. 
Thus, the proportion of ionized electrolyte in a solution may be 
determined by measuring the conductivity. The extreme limit of 
its conductivity y calculated for infinite dilutiony represents complete 
ionization of the electrolyte according to a fundamental postulate 
(§ 3, p. 41) of the theory of Arrhenius, and the ratio of the con- 
ductivity in a given solution to the conductivity of the same 
weight of electrolyte at infinite dilution represents then the pro- 
portion of ionized electrolyte to the total electrolyte used. This 
proportion is called its degree of ionization (commonly designated 
by a). If we call A» the conductivity of a gram-equivalent weight 
of an electrolyte in a given solution, and A«, the limit of its con- 
ductivity for infinite dilution, then the degree of ionization is found 
from a = Av/Ac 



too* 



* The specific conductivity of a solution (commonly designated by k) is the 
conductivity of a cube of 1 cm. edge; the molecular conductivity is the con- 
ductivity of a mole of the electrolyte; the equivalent conductivity (designated 
by A) is the conductivity of a gram-equivalent of the electrolyte. A = 'f X v, 
where v is the volume, expressed in cubic centimeters, containing the gram- 
equivalent. For instance, the resistance of 0.1 molar hydrochloric acid in 
a cube of 1 cm. edge is 28.5 ohms and its conductivity {k) therefore 1/28.5 or 
0.0351 reciprocal ohms. Since 10 liters or 10,000 c.c. of 0.1-molar hydrochlo- 
ric acid is the volume (v) containing one mole of the acid (the molar and the 
equivalent conductivities, for a monobasic acid being the same) A = 0.0351 
X 10,000, or 351. 

' Kohlrausch and Holbom, p. 200 
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The method of calculation of n in a specifiG case may be illustrated aa 
follows: the resistance of a. cube of 1 cm. edge of a solution of hydrochloric 
acid, which contains 1.825 grams hydrogen chloride in a hter, is found to be 
55.55 ohma at 18°. Ita conductivity then is 1/55.55 reciprocal ohms. Now, 
1.825 grams of hydrogen chloride is 1.825/38.5 or j'q gram-equivalent of 
the acid; a whole gram-equivalent of the acid would be contained in 20 Utera 
or 20,000 c.c. Then Ai - (1/55.55) X 20,000, or 360 reciprocaJ ohms. If 
we use the value at infinite dilution gjven above, a =- 360/384, or 93.75%. 
That is, 93.75% of the hydrochloric acid is present in the ionized condition in 
Huch a solution, and 6.25% ia not ionized. 

By making the assumption that ai infinite dilution electrolytes 
are completely ionized, and by taking the ratio which the equivalent 
conductivity of a given solution of an electrolyte bears to the 
maximiim limit-value {calculated for the conductivity at infinite 
dilution) to be the degree of ionization of the electrolyte, aa just ex- 
plained, the theory of Arrhenius has thus made it appear possible to 
determine experimentally the proportion of ionized electrolyte present. 

It is a significant fact that the equivalent conductivity of 
hydrochloric acid is close to its limit even al finite dilutions, and 
that the same relation holds for the strong acids and the strong 
bases, in general, and for most salts. But the equivalent conduc- 
tivity of weak acids, like acetic acid, and of weak bases, like 
ammonium hydroxide, in finite dilutions is atiil far removed from 
the limits which may be calculated for infinite dilutions. Arrhe- 
nius was led then to the further important conclusion that, in the 
case of the first electrolytes mentioned, a very large proportion of 
the electrolyte must exist in the ionized form at finite concentrations, 
their equivalent conductivities having almost reached the limit 
characteristic of infinite dilution. 

Clausius's Theory of Ionization and the Modem Theory. — 
It is in these conclusions — in particular that the proportion of 
ionized electrolyte may be determined experimentally, and that fre- 
quently a large proportion is found to be ionized at finite concenlra- 
iions, — that the modern theory of ionization differs from the older 
theory of Clausius. The former is an elaboration of the latter, and 
some opponents ' of the modem theory still uphold the latter as 
offering an adequate explanation of the phenomena of conductivity. 
All facts, then, in particular, which confirm the validity of the 
plion of the degree of ionization, as introduced by Arrheniua, 
' C/. Kahlenberg, Trans'ictiona of the Faraday Society, 1, -12 (1905). 
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must be considered as criteria favoring his theory, specifically. The 
development of chemistry in the last twenty years is replete with 
such evidence and we shall meet it in many connections throughout 
our work. 

Clausius ^ also assumed dissociated molecules or ions to be the real car- 
riers of electricity in the passage of a current through the solution of an elec- 
trolyte, but he assumed only a mimUe quantity of these molecular fragments or 
ions to be free at any moment, their existence being supposed to be transitory 
and dependent in particular on exchanges of atoms between molecules. As 
a result of the oscillations of the atoms composing a molecule, oscillations com- 
parable with the motions of molecules assumed in the kinetic theory of gases, 
molecules were considered by Clausius occasionally to reach such a condition of 
instability, that they dissociated into smaller particles; since the atoms were 
supposed to be held in a molecule by attractions of electrical charges on the 
atoms (theory of Berzelius), the fragments of the molecule would carry 
the charges, positive and negative respectively, which they possessed in 
Jihe molecule. Such a breaking up or dissociation of molecules was, further, 
supposed to occur with particular ease during the collisions of molecules, the 
electrical attractions and repulsions of the charged atoms favoring, at such 
moments, an exchange of atoms. During the exchange, the atoms were con- 
sidered to be free molecules, charged with electricity — essentially ions, — 
capable of moving under the influence of electrical forces and of thus carrying 
a current. Finally, such ions were supposed, in part, to escape recombina- 
tion, and to remain free, until each ion either collided and combined with an 
ion of opposite charge, or collided with a molecule and displaced an atom of the 
same charge from that molecule, a new ion being thus liberated. The theory, 
as usually interpreted, assumed the existence of only a very small quantity of 
such free ions, that being all that was supposed to be required to explain the 
facts known at the time it was advanced. 

In what follows, we shall confine the discussion strictly to such contrasts 
between the two theories as grow out of a consideration of the phenomena of 
conductivity, and particularly consider some evidence which is directly con- 
cerned with the conductivity of solutions. 

In the first place, if the formation of ions occurs primarily during the 
exchange of atoms in collisions of molecules, then, as Whetham ^ has shown, the 
specific conductivity (of 1 cm.^) of an electrolyte, like hydrochloric acid, must 
increase with the concentration and must increase, approximately, as a function 
of the third power of the concentration. The more concentrated the solu- 
tion, the more frequent the collisions between the dissolved molecules must 
be. As a matter of fact, as shown in the following table, the conductivity 

^ Clausius, Poggendorfs Ann., 101, 347 (1857) (Stud.). His theory replaced 
the older one of Grotthuss. 

* PhU. Mag., 6, 729 (1903), and Transactions of the Faraday Society, 1, 55, 
(1905). 
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B a little less than proportionally to the first power of the concentra- 
tion — which is in conflict wiik the aasumption mode in the hypothesis aS Clavr 
sius, but in perfect agreement with the hypothesis of ArrheniiiB. The small 
decrease with increasing eoneentrotion, in the simple ratio between conductiv- 
ity and concentration, is due to the decreasing degree ot ionization in the more 
concentrated aolutiona, as demanded by the hypothesis of Arrheniiis. 

The table gives, in the first column, the apecific conductivities of hydrochlo- 
ric acid at 18°, and, in the second column, the concentrations; these concentra- 
tions are expreaaed in moles or gram-equivalents per cubic centimeter; the laat 
colunm gives the ratio ot conductivity to concentration. 



="'",•;■■.""' 


c™.,„.. 


Conduclivity 
CoDceDtrution. 


0.00370 
0,00734 
0.01092 
0,01800 
0.03510 


0.0,1 
0,0,2 
0,0,3 
0,0,5 
O.OilO 


370 
367 
364 
360 
351 



^ 



Furthermore, facts admitted by Clausiua to be inexplicable by his 
assumptions receive, in the theory of Arrheniua, at least a quantitative formu- 
lation borne out by a mass of corroborative evidence. The difference in con- 
ductivity between pure water and sulphuric acid ia such a fact, mentioned by 
Clausius. Determi nations of the ionization of sulphuric acid and of water, 
by the conductivity methods which are baaed on the theory of Arrheniua, show 
that, while sulphuric acid is very considerably ionized (see p, 104), water 
(a BCarcely ionized at all. The ionization of water (see p. 104) has been de- 
termined quantitatively by at least four independent methods of examina- 
tion,' and, minimal as the ionization ia, the resulta agree so well with each 
otherthatvan't Hoff' was led to write: " If one ia not previously convinced of 
the correctness of the theory of electrolytic dissociation, hardly any result 
won by means of it is so convincing, as the agreement between the conclu- 
sions reached in completely different waya as to the degree of dissociation of 
water itfielf. After such an agreement, it is hardly conceivable that the 
basis on which all these results rest should further be altered." 

Hobilities or Partial Conductivities of Ions: Principle of Koblrausch.— 
If ions have a separate ejdstence, each kind of ion would be expected to move 
through a solution under a given electrical force at a given temperature with 
Its own specific speed, the speed being presumably dependent on the nature 
of the ion as well as on the weight of water combined with it and dragged 
with it through the solution (p. 43). 



i 



' Vide, Hudson, /. Am. Chem. Soc., 31, ll36 (1909), tora 
of results, 

' Lectures im Physical Chemislry, 1, p. 131. 
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Such relative speeds of ions may be demonstrated by means of an ex- 
periment : the motion of the hydrogen ions, formed by the ionization of 
hydrochloric and other acids, may be observed by their action on a reddened 
(alkaline) solution of phenolphthalein, which is decolorized by them; and the 
motion of the hydroxide ions, formed by the ionization of sodium hydroxide 
and other bases, may be followed by their action on colorless phenolphthalein, 
which turns red in their presence. The hydrogen and the hydroxide ions are 
the fastest, in aqueous solutions, and their speeds are compared in the next ex- 
periment with that of blue cupric ions, which have a speed roughly the same 
as that of many common ions. In this experiment the hydrogen ions are 
readily seen to move about twice as fast as the hydroxide ions and five to six 
times as fast as the cupric ions. 




^^ H' & Cu" OH' SF^^£i 



i i 



Pink = OH' 




FiQ. 10. 

Exp.^ Five grams of agar-agar are dissolved in 250 c.c. of boiling water. To 
100 c.c. of the hot solution, 32 c.c. of a saturated solution of potassium chloride 
and about 1 c.c. of phenolphthalein solution are added, together with enough 
of a solution of potassium hydroxide, added drop by drop, to produce a 
deep red tint in the phenolphthalein. Of this mixture 50 c.c. is treated with 
dilute hydrochloric acid, added drop by drop, until the red color is just dis- 
charged, and then an excess of acid, equal in amount to the quantity used to 
neutralize the 50 c.c, is added to the mixture. This colorless solution and 
50 c.c. of the red solution are poured, while still warm, into the two parts of 
a wide U-tube, slowly and at equal rates, so that the level on the two sides 
remains the same. In this way it is possible without difficulty to have the 
solution on one side rfed (alkaline) and on the other side colorless (acid). 
The agar-agar is allowed to congeal, and then a mixture of 0.5 c.c. of hydro- 
chloric acid, (sp. g. 1.12), 6 c.c. of 'saturated cupric chloride solution and 20 c.c. 
of water is poured over the red half, and a mixture of 20 c.c. of saturated 

» Vide A. A. Noyes and Blanchard, J. Am, Chem. Soc., 22, 726 (1900). 
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potoBsium chloride solution and 2 c.c. of 10% potassium hydroxide solution is 
poured over the colorless half. The U-tube is surrounded by ice water during the 
passage of the current, and the cathode is placed in the solution on the colur- 
lesa eide. In Fig. 10 the U-tube is shown when first charged (on the left), 
and after the current has been running for a short time (on the right). 

The conductivity of a solution must be made up, therefore, of the sum of 
the Hhares which the positive ions and the negative ions, respectively, take in 
carrying the current. This principle was first advanced by Kohlrauach. The 
Bhare of each kind of ion in conducting a current may be determined, for hydro- 
chloric acid for instance, in the following way; A porous diaphragm may 
be used to divide the solution in an electrolytic cell into two halves, the 
concentration of the acid being the same in both halves (represented, bs 
indicated in Fig. 11, by 15 molecules' of ionized acid in each half). A 
measured current is passed through the solution, say, sufficient to liberate 
3 molecules of hydrogen H;, and 3 of chlorine Clj, corresponding to S iona 




CuHOK 



of each, and the concentration of the acid in each half is then again deter- 
mined by analysis. Say it is found to correspond to 1-4 molecules of hydro- 
chloric acid in the half of the solution on the side of the cathode and 10 
molecules in the half on the side of the anode (see Fig, 12). Then the anode 
half has lost 5 ions of hydrogen, which must have passed through the 
diaphragm toward the cathode and taken the place of five of the six hydro- 
gen ions discharged at the cathode. Similarly, the solution around the cath- 
ode has lost one chloride ion, which must have passed through the diaphragm 
toward the anode, and the hydrogen-ion corresponding to it, remaining on 
the rigiit side without a cumpenaating negative ion, must be the sixth hydro- 
gen-ion discharged at the cathode. In other words, five hydrogen ions 
passed to the right, wiiile one chloride ion passed to the left. The hydro- 
gen ions then carried five-sixths of the current through the diaphragm, and 
consequently through the solution, and the chloride ions only one-sixth of 
the current. Since the solutions were of equal concentration to start with, 
the hydrogen ions have moved jive times as fa»t toward the cathode as the 
chloride ions have moved toward the anode. 

The equivalent conductivity of 0.1-mo!ar hydrochloric acid is 361 at 18", 
and experiment shows that, the hydrogen-ion carries 84% of the current, the 
chloride-ion only 16%. The conductivity may then be considered to be the 

' The concentrations are figurative, but may be taken to represent actual 
QCHiDentrotioiis, such as 0.015 molar, etc. 
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sum of the share the hydrogen-ion has in carrying the current, i.e. 0.84 X 351, 
or 295, and of the share of the chloride-ion, 0.16 X 352.5, or 56. These values 
may be called the equivalent partial conductivities or mobUitiea of the ions in 
this solution. 

In a similar way, the conductivity of every solution of an electrolyte may 
be shown to represent the sum of the mobilities of the ions carrying the cur- 
rent (principle of Kohlrav^ch) . The limit of the conductivity of one equivalent 
of an electrolyte is the siun of the mobilities of the ions composing the elec- 
trolyte. The frictional forces being constant for infinitely dilute solutions, at 
a given temperature, an ion will always show the same mobility, irrespective 
of the nature of the ion of opposite charge, with which it forms the electro- 
lyte. We may then put Ao© = (C + G)> if C ^^^ ^« are used to designate the 
limits of the mobilities of gram-equivalents of the positive and negative 
ions forming the electrolyte. The following table* gives the limits of the 
mobilities for gram equivalents of some of the most important ions at 18®. 

Limits of Mobilities of Common Ions at 18°. 

K: 65.3 iCa: 53.0 I: 66.7 

Na: 44.4 H: 318.0 NO,: 60.8 

(NH4): 64.2 OH: 174.0 CaHjOa: 33.7 

Ag: 55.7 CI: 65.9 iSO*: 69.7 

For quite dilute solutions, in which the friction may be assumed to be 
approximately constant, the conductivity will depend, not only on the mobili- 
ties of the ions, which may be taken to be the same as for solutions of ex- 
treme dilution, but also on the proportion of electrolyte that is ionizedj i.e. on 
the degree of ionization, a. Then A» = a (^oo^ + ^)> which is an elaboration of 
the original equation given on page 50. 

Now, Kohlrausch discovered the principle of the summation of the mobili- 
ties of ions a number of years before the theory of Arrhenius was advanced, 
and the proportion in which the ion is present in a given solution being 
imknown, the effect of what is here known as the degree of ionization was 
included empirically in the value of the mobility. It is not surprising, then, 
that an ion was found to have approximately the same mobility only in 
solutions of the same concentration of strictly analogous and closely related 
scdtSf which, according to present methods of investigation, are now foimd 
to have approximately the same degree of ionization. For instance, the 
mobility of the gram-equivalent of the chloride-ion was found to be approxi- 
mately the same, 47.3 and 50.5 respectively, in molar solutions of sodium and 
potassium chloride at 18°, no account being taken of the degrees of ioniza- 
tion. However, the degrees of ionization of the two salts are approximately 
the same, 66.9% and 74.9% respectively, and might be ignored in a com- 
parison of the conductivities, without affecting the result of the comparison 
in any marked way. 

* Kohlrausch and Holbom, loc. cit., p. 200. 
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When the conductivities of unlike electrolytes are conipared, Ihe introduction 
of the conception of the de^ee of ionization (by Arrheniua,) into Kohlrausoh'a 
principle of the independent conductivities of specific ions, shows most striking 
reaulta and demonstrafes the value of the new conception. For instance, the 
equivalent conductivity of potassium chloride at 1S° in 0.075 molar solution 
a 113.8 reciprocal ohms and the partial conductivity of the chloride-ion in 
the solution is 57.4. But the conductivity of an equivalent solution of 
mereurie chloride at 18° is only 1,51, which is very much less than the con- 
ductivity of the chloride-ion alone in tte potassium chloride solution. Now, 
mercuric chloride, according to inveatigations of its conductivities and of it« 
effect in depressing the freezing-point of water,' is one of a very few salts that 
are difficultly ionizable (p. 107) ; according to the data mentioned, it is ionized, 
at most, to the extent of 2.6 per cent in the solution in question, whereas 
8T.5 per cent of the potassium chloride is ionized in such a solution. When 
the difference in the degree of ionization is taken into account, the conductivity 
which mercuric chloride should show may be calculated, on the aseumplion 
that Ihe chloride-ion has the same moirility in the two solutions, but that there is 
let* of it in the mercuric solutions. We put ApgCii ~ " ('ire + 'ci) =0.02S 
(48 + 65.9) = 2.8. We thus find that the conductivity of the mercuric 
chloride should be, approximately, only 2.S reciprocal ohms, which is of the 
same order as that found (1.51).' 

In the same way, when we compare the conductivity of a strong acid, like 
hydrochloric acid, with that of a weak acid, like acetic acid ^ the conduc- 
tivity of 0.1 molar hydrochloric acid is 351, of O.l molar acetic acid only 
4.6 — the principle of the specific, characteristic mobiUty of the hydrogen- 
ion, which is present in both solutions, has significance only if we take into 
account the very diSerent concentrations of the hydrogen-ion in the two 
scdutions, resulting from the different degrees of ionization of tlie two adds 
— 91% for the hydrochloric and only 1.7% for the acetic acid. The same 
relations hold in the comparison of the conductivity of a solution of a 
strong base like sodium hydroxide with that of an equivalent solution of 
a weak, i.e. much less ionized base like ammonium hydroxide, or in compar- 
ing the conductivity of a weak acid or a weak base with the conductivities of 
their much more higMg ionited salts. 

In aU these cases the use of the conception of the degree of ionization of the 
tlectrolj/tes makes possible a much broader and more general application of the 
principle of the independent migration or mobility of the ions than was poa- 
wble before the theory of Arrhenius was proposed, and marks a distinct 
advance in the theory of conductivity, over what was possible on the basts of 
the theory of Clausius, 

' Raoult, Ann. de Chim. et de Phya. (6), 2, 84 (1884). 

• The degree of ionization of mercuric chloride is based on Raoult'a 
freeaing-point measurements and is. subject to revision, and the limit of the 
mobility of the mercuric-ion {J Hg) is assumed to be 48, close to the values 
found tor the ions of zinc and cadmium, elements in the same family as 
mercury, 
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Faraday's Law. — If a definite quantity of electricity, a 
faraday,^ or 96,600. coulombs, is passed through a solution of 
hydrochloric acid, a definite quantity (36.5 grams, one mole) of 
the hydrogen chloride is decomposed, and one gram of hydrogen 
and 35.5 grams of chlorine are liberated by the discharge of one 
gram (i.e. one gram-ion) of the hydrogen-ion and 35.5 grams or 
one gram-ion of the chloride-ion. In a solution of cupric chloride, 
the chloride-ion is identical in every respect with the chloride-ion 
found in a solution of hydrochloric acid. In the solution of 
cupric chloride, however, a molecule of the salt, when it is com- 
pletely ionized, produces two chloride ions for every cupric ion 
(CuCl2 ?=^ Cu"^ -h 2 Cl~). Since the solution never shows the 
presence of an excess of either form of electricity, and the nega- 
tive charge on each chloride ion is the same as on a chloride 
ion formed by the dissociation of hydrogen chloride, a cupric ion 
must hold exactly double the positive charge that a hydrogen ion 
does. In modern terms, each hydrogen atom, present as an ion, 
has lost one electron, and each copper atom present in the form of 
a cupric ion has lost two electrons. Our unit quantity of elec- 
tricity, 96,600 coulombs, can discharge therefore only half as many 
of the cupric as of the hydrogen ions, and since each cupric ion 
is 63.6 times as heavy as the hydrogen-ion (Cu = 63.6, H = 1), 
63.6/2 grams of copper, the equivalent weighty will be deposited in 
place of one gram of hydrogen. Similarly, from a solution of fer- 
rous chloride FeCU, 55.9/2 grams of iron (Fe = 55.9) will be de- 
posited, the ferrous ion being Fe"^"^; while from a solution of ferric 
chloride FeCU, only 55.9/3 grams of iron will be deposited by 
96,600 coulombs, the ferric ion, Fe+++, holding three times the 
charge that a hydrogen ion does. In other words, a given quantity 
of current will decompose equivalent quantities of electrolytes and 
deposit equivalent quantities of metals. This is the well-known 
law of Faraday. The theory of Arrhenius agrees with it, as did 
the theory of Clausius. It cannot be considered as evidence 
bearing on the question of the preference to be given to either 
of the theories of ionization, since the degree of ionization of elec- 
trolytes is not involved in the relations covered by the law. But 
any other relation would have been incompatible with the theory 
of Arrhenius. The law is of particular importance in giving us 

^ Lehfeldt's Electrochemistry ^ 1904, p. 3. 
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the best clew that we have in regard to the ultimate nature of 
" valence " (as shown for instance in the difiference between the 
ferrous, Fe++, and the ferric ions, Fe+++). On the basis of this 
law, Viilence may be said to consist simply in the capacity of atoms 
to hold different multiples of the unit electrical charge (positive 
or negative). This conception will be of especial value to ua 
when we come to consider the relation of the theory of ionization 
to oxidation and reduction (Chapters XIV and XV). 

Diffusion of Ions and Concentratioa Cells. — When the, appar- 
ently, abnormally low molecular weight of ammonium chloride 
was explained as being due to the dissociation of each molecule 
of ammonium chloride into a molecule of ammonia and one of 
hydrogen chloride, the evidence of the correctness of this interpre- 
tation was at once forthcoming — the vapor of ammonium chloride, 
by the unequal rates of diffusion of its coraponenta, was proved 
to be a mixture of the two gases (p. 35). Now, if an electrolyte 
like hydrochloric acid in aqueous solution is dissociated more or 
less into separate ions, H+ and Cl~, then one may well ask, whether 
the dissociation cannot be demonstrated by the same kmd of 
experiment, as, for instance, by showing that hydrogen and 
chloride ions are Ttiotecules with unequal powers of diffusion and by 
separating them by virtue of such inequality. Ions being, accord- 
ing to the theory under consideration, independent molecules, ex- 
cept for the attractive and repulsive forces of the eloetrieal charges, 
they should have, like cane sugar, copper nitrate and other solutes, 
the capacity for diffusion from regions of higher to those of lower 
concentration. Further, if ions show different degrees of mobility 
(p. 53), one would expect the more mobile or faster moving one 
to diffuse more rapidly than a less mobile ion. Such a relation 
should hold for the ions in a solution of hydrochloric acid, the 
hydrogen-ion, according to the calculations of Kohlrausch ' and the 
observation of Lodge,* moving at a rate about five times as great 
as that of the chloride-ion, at 18°. Thus, if a rather concen- 
trated solution of hydrochloric acid were covered with a layer of 
water, or with a very dilute solution of the acid, one might expect 
the hydrogen ions to migrate faster than the chloride ions from the 

' See table, p, 56. 

* Report of the British Aasociation for tlic Advancement of Science, 
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point of higher to that of lower concentration, i.e. from the more 
concentrated to the dilute acid. When the experiment is tried 
in this way, no separation of the hydrogen from the chloride ions 
seems to occur. The reason for the failure of the experiment is 
as follows: If any such separation did occur, even to the extent 
of say one milligram-equivalent of hydrogen and chloride ions, we 
would have a separation of electrostatic charges of 96 coulombs. 
These charges, on the small areas involved, would inevitably pro- 
duce enormous potentials, that would operate against the separa- 
tion. The hydrogen ions, which would tend to move from the 
concentrated to the dilute acid, would therefore be held back by 
the powerful attraction between their positive charges and the 
negative charges left in the concentrated acid (on the Cl~ ions). 
The separation of the electrical charges, incidental to a faster 
diffusion of hydrogen ions, if it occurred, would result, therefore, 
in the development of electrical forces of attracticTu, which 
would prevent a separation of the oppositely charged particles 
beyond any but distances too small to be measured. It would 
follow, however, that no difficulty whatever should be experienced 
in observing such a separation, as a result of unequal rates of migra- 
tion of the ions in question, if provision were made to preserve elec- 
trical neutrality in all zones of the two solutions, i.e. if provision is 
made for the immediate discharge of the ions, as they separate by 
the^unequal rates of diffusion. For instance, the part of the liquid 
into which the positive hydrogen ions move more rapidly, charg- 
ing it with positive electricity, may be connected, by means of a 
wire, with the part of the liquid to which the chloride ions, left 
behind by their slower movements, are imparting a negative 
charge. In such a circuit, a current of electricity should be pro- 
duced, the positive current flowing through the wire from the 
dilute to the concentrated acid. As a matter of fact, we find 
that a current is produced, when these conditions are observed. 

Exp. The lower plate in an Arrhenius cell is covered with concentrated 
hydrochloric acid. Very dilute acid is allowed to flow slowly on to the surface 
of the concentrated acid, from a pipette with a curved, narrow point, until the 
upper plate is submerged. The two plates are connected with a sensitive gal- 
vanometer. The current flows in the direction demanded by the observed 
mobilities of the ions, the positive current entering the galvanometer from the 
plate covered by the dilute solution, which is charged positively by the faster 
moving hydrogen ions coming from the concentrated solution. If the cell is 



THE THEORY OF IONIZATION 

connected with the electrodes of a very small ceil containing copper sulphate, 
ia the couree of twenty-four houta quite a deposit of metallic copper is formed 
on the electrode connected with the concentrated Bolutioa of bydrocbloria 
acid. 

The existence of the products of the electrolytic dissociation, 
of hydrochioric acid may therefore be demonstrated,' by the 
aid of the individual diffusion of the products of the dissociation, 
in the same way as was the coexistence of the products of the 
gaseous dissociation of ammonium chloride, when the condi- 
tions for the experiment are adapted to the nature of the dis- 
sociation products. Cells of this type, depending for their current 
on unequal concentrations of given ions, are called "concentra- 
tion cells." 

If it can be shown that the Sow of electricity, resulting from such unequal 
diffueihility of ions, is a function not only of the difference in the total concen- 
tration of the electrolyte in the two aolutiona brought into contact with each 
other, but ia also a function of the relative degrees of ionization of the elec- 
trolyte in the two solutions, as dehned by the theory of Arrbeniiis, then 
this method of experimentation may be used as a further test of the validity 
of this theory as against that of Clausiua, It ia obvious that if such cur- 
rents are the resultit of the diffusion of ions from higher t« lower concentra- 
tions, then the essential concentrations do not embrace all of the electrolyte, 
but only the ionized part. W. K. Lewis' has rather recently shown that the 
degrees of dissociation of electrolytes may be measured by the use of con- 
centration cells, and that the resulU agree well with the determinations of 
the degree of dissociation from conductivity meaaurements (p. 50). From 
calculations, based on Jahn'a accurate measurements of the electromotive 
forces of concentration cells, A. A. Noyes' finds that "when the conductivity 
ratio is assumed to represent the degree of ionization of the salt, the cal- 
culated valuea of the electromotive force of concentration cells exceed the 
measured ones by only about one per cent, in the case of potasaitim and 
sodium chloride between the concentrations of jjj and i^ molar." 

The Role of the Solvent in Ionization. — A question that has 
profoundly interested chemists, particularly during the last few 
years, has been that of the role which the solvent plays in the 

' With the aid of more elaborate apparatus rigorous demonstrations and 
measurements of such diffusion currents of so-called " concentration cells " 

• Z. pkya. Ckem., 63, 174 (1908). The work was carried out in Abeiar's 
laboratory. 

 Btport of the Si. iouw Ctmpresa o/. 4 rts ant/ Sciences, IV, 314 (1904), 



1904),  
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dissociation of electroljrtes into ions. The most important ionizing 
solvent is water and, of the common solvents which cause ioniza- 
tion, it is the most powerful in this particular. Alcohols have also 
ionizing power; methyl or wood alcohol, which stands nearest to 
water, has a higher ionizing power than ordinary ethyl alcohol. 
The exact work ^ of Franklin and Kraus, on the conductivity of 
solutions of salts in liquid ammonia, showed that the same general 
relations obtain for such solutions as for solutions in water, the 
differences being differences of degree rather than of kind. Salts 
are found to be less ionized in liquid ammonia than in equivalent 
aqueous solutions, but their conductivities are higher, the result of 
smaller friction in ammonia. Liquid hydrogen cyanide is also a 
very good ionizing medium. 

Solvents which cause ionization only to a minimal extent are 
benzene (CeHe), carbon bisulphide, ether, chloroform, petroleum 
ether (gasoline) and similar solvents. Hydrogen chloride dis- 
solved in benzene has an extremely small conductivity, indicating 
only a trace of ionization.^ 

The question may be raised, why the first solvents mentioned 
should have the power to cause ionization, while the second series 
of solvents named do not have this power, or have it only to a 
very slight extent. Without attempting to enter into an elaborate 
discussion of this important question, it may be said that J. J. 
Thomson ' and Nernst * suggested that the ionizing powers of sol- 
vents must be intimately connected with their dielectric behatdor, 
and this view has now been well established. It may be said, 
in simple terms, that the so-called dielectric constant of a solvent 
determines the force with which electrical charges will attract and 
repel each other; the higher the dielectric coefficient of a medium, 
the smaller will be the attraction between opposite electrical charges, 
other conditions being the same. In solvents, then, of high 
dielectric powers, the coexistence of oppositely charged particles 
must be more favored than in solvents of low dielectric powers. 
The dielectric constants of a number of solvents are given in the 
following table: 

1 Am. Chem, J., 20, 21, 23 (1898-1900). 
« Kablukofif, Z. phys. Chem., 4, 429 (1889). 
» PhU. Mag. (5), 36, 320 (1893). 
< Z. phys. Chem.y 13, 531 (1893). 
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Hydw^en cyanide, HNC 95 Ammonia, HjN 22 

Hydrogen peroxide, H,0, 93 Chloroform, CHClj 6 

Water, H,0 SI Ether, (C,Hi).0 4 

Methyl (wood) alcohol, CH.O. . . 32 Benaene, C.Hi 2 

Ethyl (ordinary) alcohol, CiHjO. 22 

It is quite apparent that the good ionizing media have, as a 
matter of fact, the highest constants; those which cause ionization, 
at most minimally {e.g. benzene), the lowest. 

Recent extended and exact investigations by Walden' have succeeded in 
bringing the ionizing power of solvents into definite quantitative relations to 
their dielectric constants, with the result that order has been brought out 
of a condition of chaos that, for a number of years, existed in this field, as 
the result of conclusions baaed on incomplete data. Conductivity being a 
fuDctioD both of the proportion of dissociated electrolyte and of the mobility 
of the ions in a given solution, Walden determined, for a certain salt (an organic 
derivative of ammonium iodide, namely, tetraethyl ammonium iodide 
N{C]Hs)4l), for all solvents used, not only the conductivities for finite dilu- 
tions but aJso, by extrapolation, the limiting values for infinite dilution. He 
was thus able to determine the degree of ionization of the salt. Some of his 
results are particularly interesting; for instance, a poorly conducting solution, 
such as that of the salt in glycol, a solvent resembling glycerine in general 
character, may contain the dissolved electrolyte in a highly ionized state, while 
in a much better conducting solution the degree of ionization may be much 
emaller — the low conductivity of the first solution being the result of a very 
high friction and of the slow motion of the ions, while the well-conducting 
solution might show a very high degree of mobihty of the ions. The mobility 
changes with the nature of the solvent, and the limit. Am, of the equivalent 
conductivity of the salt, as found by Walden, ranges from 3 in glycol, which is 
a think, viscous oil like glycerine, to 200 in acetonitrile, a thin mobile solvent. 
In the one solution, an observed conductivity of 4 represents 50% ionization 
of the salt, in the other only 3%. 

Now, for solutions of a pven electrolyte — tetraethyl ammonium iodide 
was used' — Walden' fomid the following exceedingly intereeting relation 
between the ionizations in, and the dielectric constants of, various solvents; 

pj : Vci = e, : -^/c, = a constant, 
where ei and ci represent the dielectric constants of different solvents, and Ci 
and Cj represent the concentrations of the salt in the solvents when Ihe salt i» 
ionited to ike saww degree' in the two solitliorm. 

The bearing of the relation is apparent from the data in the following 

' Walden, Z. phj/s. Chem., G4, 129 (1906); McCoy, J. Am. Ckem. Soc., 30, 
1074 (1908). 

• Z. phya. Ckem., B4, 229 (1906). 

' The degrees of ionization were always determined from the relation 
a = Ai/Aig according to the method discussed on page 50, 
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table.^ The upper half of the table gives the dielectric constants (column 
two) of the solvents named in column one; the concentrations which show 
identical degrees of ionization — 47% — are given in the third column, and 
the last column gives the value of the relation e : \/c* The lower half of 
the table presents the same kind of data, for the same salt, when its degree 
of ionization is 91%, in the different solutions examined. It is clear that the 
numbers in the third column of each part represent approximately constants. 

All solutions, including aqueous solutions, are thus brought into one gen- 
eral relation. 



Solvent. 



Methyl alcohol 
Ethyl alcohol . . 
Acetyl bromide 
Benzaldehyde . . 
Acetonitril. . . . 

Water 

Furf urol 

Nitromethane . 
Acetonitril .... 
Methyl alcohol 



32.5 


0.125 


65 


21.7 


0.020 


80 


16.2 


0.010 


75 


16.9 


0.016 


78 


35.8 


0.100 


77 

• 


80 


0.00910 


383 


39.4 


0.00125 


365 


40 


0.00125 


371 


36 


0.00100 


358 


32.5 


0.00050 


365 



€'.\/t 



The Ionizing Power of Solvents Related to the Unsaturated 
Condition of their Simple Molecules and to their Power of 
Association. — A careful scrutiny of the group of highly-ionizing 
solvents (p. 62) brings out another interesting relation, to which 
attention is called because it is a chemical one, and which should 
always be considered in connection with reactions in such sol- 
vents. It is well known that ammonia is an unsaturated body, 
combining readily with all acids, and with many salts, such as 
copper sulphate. The fact may be recalled, that this unsaturated 
condition is ascribed to the unsaturated nitrogen atom in the 
molecule of ammonia, the nitrogen showing a valence of only 3 in 
ammonia, whereas in the derivatives it forms when it saturates 
itself with the compounds mentioned, e,g, in H4NCI, it has five 
saturated valences. Assuming that a valence consists in a unit 
charge, positive or negative, on the atom (pp. 42, 59), a view which 
has almost become a certainty, we should decide that the two free 
valences in ammonia must consist of a negative and a positive 
charge, as expressed in HaN— . (We may imagine such a double 

* Walden, loc, eU, 
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charge to be produced by the movement of one electron of 
the nitrogen atom to a position in that atom which would make 
one point of the atom negative and the other positive.) As a 
matter of fact, we find ammonia uniting with hydrogen chloride, 
by absorbing a positive and a negative fragment of it — producing 
H4NCI from HjNi + H+ + CI-. It is also evident that, through 
these charges, ammonia could combine with itself to form larger 
complexes, + NH3-NH3-, in which we would still have two opposite 
charges, presumably removed further from each other than in the 
simple molecule. The new molecule could, in turn, by virtue of 
its charges, combine with a further molecule to form a still 
larger or more associated molecule, "•"NH3-NH3-NH3-, and such 
association could evidently go still further. One can readily see 
that such molecules would be electrically polarized, and their charges 
might easily have the power to cause' electrolytic dissociation or 
ionization. The larger the associated molecule, the further apart 
might be the positive and negative charges upon it: the further 
apart the charges, the smaller would be their mutual attraction: 
and the smaller the mutual attraction, the stronger, presumably, 
would the dissociating power of such a molecule be. The dissoci- 
ation may be eflfected, possibly, by the action of these intensified 
cftargcs upon charges aZready earish'ng* within the molecule of the 
dissolved ionogen. 

In liquid ammonia we migiit well have, for inatance, the aotion +NHt-NHi— 
+ HCIi^+(Nni-NHi)H + Cl-,or+N-H,-NH,- + H+Cl-i='-*-(NH4-NH,)H+ 
C1-. Now, in liquiii ammonia, the salts NH.Cl, NH.NO, [or, more probably, 
(NHi)iHCl, (NH.)i,HNO]] have the functiona of the aqueous acids'; that 
is, the hydrogeiMon of the acida is found combiTted with the solvent ammonia. 
The ion +(NH)-NH))H, and airailar iona in liquid ammonia, would correspond 
then to what is considered the hydrogea-ion in aqueous solutions < [formed 
according to HCl?^ H+ + Cl~, as ordinarily written), and the piAaHzed chargea 
on moleculeB hke +NHj-NHj- appear thus as possible active agents in this dis- 
sociation of the hydrogen chloride molecules. 

' Cf. Arrhenius, Theories 0/ Chemistry, p. 83 (1907). 

' In hydrogen chloride, the hydrogen and the chlorine atoms may be held 
in the moleculea H"K)1~ by the electric attraction of a positive charge on the 
hydrogen, and a negative charge on the chlorine atom (aee p. 43). 

' Franklin and Kraua, Am. Chem. J., 23, 305 (1900) (Stud.) 

* It ia very likely that in aqueous acids, a large proportion, at least, of the 
hydrogen-ion is similarly combined with water. (Lapworth, /. Chem. Soe., 
(London) 83, 2187 (1908). See Chapter XII.) 
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Now, it is a significant fact that all the best ionizing solvents 
are compounds whose simple molecules are unsaturated exactly 
like those of ammonia; this is true for watet* H2O, the unsaturated 
character of whose oxygen atom is now universally recognized. 
It is now a familiar fact that liquid water is not represented 
by the formula H2O but consists of more complex molecules 
(H20)n. According to the most recent investigations/ while 
steam is H2O, or monohydrol, ice is trihydrol (£[20)3, and 
liquid water,, at ordinary temperatures, a mixture consisting 
chiefly of dihydrol (H20)2, some trihydrol, and very little mono- 
hydrol. The proportion of the last appears to increase with a 
rise of temperature; the proportion of trihydrol seems to in- 
crease with a fall in temperature. One can easily see how such 
aggregates would result from the saturation of the free charges 
on oxygen, by further molecules of water. One can also see that 
such an association of water molecules could leave a positive and 
a negative charge on the associated molecules, which would be 
polarized and more effective than the simple molecule would be. 

That the molecule of hydrogen cyanide contains a similarly 
unsaturated atom was demonstrated by Nef.^ He proved that the 
behavior of hydrocyanic acid agrees with the structure expressed 
by the formula HN = C = , which we may well write HN = C-. 
In sulphur dioxide, another good ionizing solvent, we have, simi- 
larly, unsaturated sulphur, the sulphur atom being here quad- 
rivalent, whereas its maximum valence is six. 

Now, the ionizing power of solvents like water, ammonia, etc., 
has been ascribed, by various chemists, not only to their dielectric 
properties, but also to the unsaturated condition of their molecules, 
and particularly to their powers of association into large molecules. 
The relations developed suggest that all three properties are most 
intimately related, the dielectric properties and the powers of asso- 
ciation being consequences, possibly, of the fundamental condition 
of unsaturation, and of the great tendency toward self-satura- 
tion,^ of the simple molecules of the best ionizing solvents. From 
Walden's work it appears that the dielectric constant finally 
determines the quantitative ionizing effect of a solvent. 

^ Vide the discussion on the " Constitution of Water," and the summary by 
J. Walker, Transactions of the Faraday Society, VI, 71-123 (1910). 
« Proc. Am. Acad., 1892; Liebig's Ann. 287, 263 (1895). 
» C/. Walden, Z. phys. Chem., 65, 683 (1906). 




) Osmotic Pressure. Ionization and 
Chemical Activity 
We will turn now to the consideration of evidence bearing on 
the theory of ionization, found in the data on osmotic pressure. 
The apparent molecular weight of hydrogen chloride is found 
to be smaller than 36.5, when determined in aqueous solution 
(p. 37), and it is found to approach the limit 18,25 as a more 
and more dilute acid is used.' The value found represents the 
average molecular weight of all the molecules in any solution, 
the osmotic pressure, freezing-point or boiling-point of which has 
been taken. It is evident that, if there ia dissociation of hydrogen 
chloride into hydrogen and chloride ions, the average values found 
for the molecular weight must be lower than 36.5, must be variable, 
and must approach the limit 18.25, as the dissociation into the 
smaller molecules becomes more and more complete. Such a 
result ia, therefore, what we would anticipate on the basis of the 
theory of ionization. For a salt like potassium chloride KCl, a 
similar tendency toward a minimum, average molecular weight 
of i(K+ + CI") or i(39.1 + 35.6) = 37.3 would be anticipated, 
and, as a matter of fact, molecular weight determinations with 
potassium chloride in aqueous solution give results agreeing with 
Buch a tendency.' For a salt like calcium chloride, on the other 
hand, we would expect that its ionization into three ions, according 
to the equation CaCU *^ Ca*+ + 2 CI", would give a minimum, 
not of one-half the formula weight, but of one-third, viz.,' 
KCa++ + 2C1-) or ^(40 + 71) = 37, when the molecular weight 
determination is carried out in aqueous solution. As a matter 
of fact, with salts of this type, the determinations, by osmotic 
pressure methods, indicate a dissociation into three smaller com- 
ponents, as required by the theory. It may be added that, for 

' Loomis. (r/, Whetham. Tkeor>/ of SoUUion, p. 320 (1902).) 
' Loomis; and E. H. GHOith. (C/. Wbetham, loc. at.) 
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a salt, sodium mellitate, Na6(Ci20i2), the salt of a hexabasic 
acid, Taylor found average molecular weights tending to a mini- 
miun of one-seventh of the formula weight, as we should expect 
from the ionization of the salt into seven smaller molecules, 
(Ci20i2)Na6 4=±6Na+ + (Ci20i2)===. 

Quantitative Evidence. — Some of the most exact quantitative 
evidence bearing on these relations, such as the results of investi- 
gations, by Griffith and by Taylor, on the freezing-point de- 
pressions of solutions of electrolytes, may be briefly considered. 
The depression of the freezing-point of a given solvent by a solute 
is proportional to the concentration of the solute or proportional 
to its osmotic pressure. Further, according to the Van't Hofif 
Hypothesis (p. 15), the osmotic pressure at a constant temperature 
is dependent only on the number of molecules present in unit 
volume, and not on the nature or composition of the molecules: 
the freezing-point of the solvent is depressed, likewise, propor- 
tionally to the total concentration of the solute, irrespective of the 
fact whether the solution contains only one, or more than one 
molecular species. The ratio, observed depression/ concentration,^ 
or A/C, should be constant,^ therefore, in a given solvent, for dilute 
solutions of all kinds of solutes, simple or mixed. Griffith' found, 
for a solution of cane sugar, a non-electrolyte, in water, the 
ratio of the freezing-point depression to the concentration to be 
1.858°. For instance, the freezing-point of a 0.01 molar solution 
of cane sugar (3.42 grams of cane sugar per liter; C12H22O11 = 
342) is found to be -0.01858°, and 0.01858/0.01 = 1.858. This 
ratio should be the same, as stated above, according to van't 
Hofif's theory of solutions, for dilute aqueous solutions of all solutes. 
But the ratio A/C for an aqueous solution of potassium chloride, 
an electrolyte, was found to increase slowly and continuously until 
in 0.0003 molar solution the ratio 3.72 was found, which is exactly 
twice the value obtained with cane sugar. The result indicates, 
therefore, a gradual dissociation of the potassium chloride with 
increasing dilution, and a dissociation, ultimately, of each molecule 
of the salt into two new molecules, in all respects exactly as de- 
manded by the theory of Arrhenius. 

Loomis* found in a similar way a ratio of 3.61 for HCl, 3.71 

^ Expressed in moles per liter. * Ai : A2 . . . = Cii C2 . . . or Ai/Ci = A2/C2 = 
a constant. * Cf. Whetham, loc. ciL, pp. 147, 168. * Ibid.j p. 320. 
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I for KCl, 3.67 for NaCl, 3.73 for HNO,, etc., 
when 0.01 molar aqueous solutions were used. For similar 
solutions of calcium chloride CaClj, magnesium chloride MgClj, 
and sodium sulphate NajSOt, the value 5.07 waa found as the 
ratio between the depressions of the freezing-point and the con- 
centration of the salts in extremely dilute solutions — a result 
showing, plainly, a dissociation of each salt into three smaller mole- 
cules. The limit 5.67 for such a dissociation is not quite reached 
in these cases, because salts of the types Me"X2 and Mea'Y" ionize 
less readily than do the electrolytes Me'X', a fact also shown by 
their conductivities. 

We thus find that the most exact work on molecular weight 
determinations in dilute aqueous solutions agrees excellently, as 
does the conductivity of such solutions, with the demands of the 
theory of ionization, a fact which is particularly impressive because 
osmotic pressure and electrical conductivity are in no wise fun- 
damentally related phenomena, and yet each, as a measure of 
ionization or electrolytic dissociation, leads independently to the 
same conclusion." 

The Chemical Composition of the Ions of Electrolytes. — 
Accepting the theory of Arrhenius, we may now inquire more 
closely than heretofore, first, what compounds are subject to 
electrolytic dissociation, and then, what the chemical composition 
of their ions is and how it is determined. 

The compounds which are dissociated into ions, by solvents 
which cause ionization (p. 62), comprise the salts, the adds and 
the bases; chemists are, in fact, more inclined now to invert the 
statement and say that those substances which have long been 
known as salts, acids and bases, owe the essential characteristics, 
which led to their classification, to the fact that they are ionizable 
(see pp. 72-82). The composition of the ions, formed from the 
simpler of these compounds,^ may be expressed by saying that the 
metal component or metal-like component (hydrogen, ammonium) 
forms the positive ion (cation, metal ion) and all the rest of the 

' Id regard to the degreea of ionixation, aa shown by freezing-point depres- 
elona and conductivities of salta, see also A. A. Noyea, Report of the Congresi 
of Arlg and Sciences, St. Louis, 1904, Vol. IV, p. 313. 

* See Chapter XII, in r^ard to so-called "complex ions" and their i 

salta. 

i J 
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molecule forms the negative ion (anion, acid ionO- Thus, sodium 
chloride, nitrate, sulphate, phosphate yield the sodium-ion, Na"**, and 
the chloride (C!~), nitrate (NOs), sulphate (SOD, or phosphate 
(POfl^) ions; cupric nitrate Cu(N03}i dissociates into the cupric 
ion (Cu++) and the nitrate ion, calcium sulphate CaS04 into the 
calcium-ion (Ca"'"'"} and the sulphate-ion, aluminium sulphate 
Al2(S04)a into the aluminium-ion (A1+++) and the sulphate-ion. 

But the question arises, as to how we know that the salts men- 
tioned produce ions of the given composition; why, for instance, 
should sodium nitrate be considered to dissociate into sodium, Na+, 
and nitrate ions, NOT, the nitrogen atom carrying all of the 
oxygen atoms with it in the negative ion? 

The composition of the ions of a salt can be determined experi- 
mentally ^ by devices of which the U-tube experiment (p. 45) may 
 be considered to be a simple type. For in- 
stance, if we wish to determine the composi- 
tion of the ions of sodium nitrate, we could 
cover a solution of sodium nitrate with a 
solution, say, of hydrochloric acid, pass a 
current through the liquids, and determine 
the composition of the components that have 
moved to the negative and positive poles, 
respectively. In practice, the device could 
be elaborated for the sake of convenience. 
Stopcocks, for instance, might be placed in 
the U-tube, at the points of separation of the 
nitrate solution and the hydrochloric acid 
(see Fig. 13), the stopcocks being opened 
^"■'3- only during the passage of the current. Or 

porous plates or cells might be used, in place of stopcocks, at these 

' The tenn "acid ion" is used to designate the "acid radical," when it 
eidetfi, in solution, as an independent charged particle or ion. " Acid ion " 
is thus a convenient synonym for anion, juat as " raetai ion," designating the 
metal or raetal-like radical of a salt, is used aa a synonym for cation. The 
tenn, acid ion, has been found to convey more quickly and definitely to the 
student's mind, than does the term anion, which component of an acid or salt 
is referred to. While it is not, in some respects, an ideal term, yet its use 
seems justified by its very close relation to the term " acid radical " and by ita 
practical advantages. 

' The principle was first applied by Hittoif. 
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points. Now, if we assume sodium nitrate to be dissociated, 
aot into Na+ and NOj, but let us say into positive ions NaO"*" and 
negative ions NO2", the changes which would result from the passage 
of a current would be as follows: starting with the action at the 
positive pole, we should find chloride ions discharged and chlorine 
evolved at the pole (the evolution of chlorine could be avoided, if 
considered desirable, by the use of a silver anode, which would ab- 
sorb the liberated chloride-ion to form insoluble silver chloride on 
the electrode). At the same time, hydrogen iona would move out 
of the space P, being repelled by the positive pole, and attracted by 
the negative. At the boundary between the sodium nitrate solution 
and the hydrochloric acid, the negative ions of sodium nitrate, 
which we are supposing to have the composition NOi", would 
move up from B toward the positive pole (c/, exp., p. 45), 
being attracted by its charge; at any moment we should have 
in any part of P as many negative ions (Ct~ and NOj"), as 
there are hydrogen ions, the solution showing no excess of free 
electricity at any point. Now, if NOa" were the ion that moved 
up into the apace P, then we should presently find nitrous acid 
around the positive pole in space P, H'*' and .NO^" combining to 
form nitrous acid, HNOj. But, as a matter of experiment, al- 
though the teste for nitrous acid belong to the most sensitive ones 
in chemistry, no trace of this acid is found there ; what we do find 
is nitric add, HNOa, resulting obviously from the presence in space 
P of both hydrogen ions and nitrate ions, NO7, which have moved 
up from apace B. It is clear, that the presence of nitric acid in 
the region around the positive pole means that the nitrogen atoms 
must have carried with them all three of the oxygen atoms of the 
nitrate — in a word, that the composition of the negative ion of 
sodium nitrate is NO3 and not, say, NOa. Similarly, considering 
what happens in space N, round the negative pole, we have here an 
evolution of hydrogen, a migration of some chloride ions out of JV 
into the space C, and, at the same time, a migration of the positive 
iona of space C into the division A'. On examining the solution 
in JV, we now find sodium chloride, with unchanged hydrochloric 
acid, exactly what we should expect from the migration of the ion 
Na* toward the negative electrode.' If the positive ion were, say, 
 This does not preclude the possibility that the ion is combined with more 
or less water and is Nft{HiO),*; eee pp. 42, 65. 
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NaO+, we should expect to obtain either some of the hjrpochlorite 
NaOCl (NaO+ + CI"), or, at least, an evolution of oxygen in this 
place, since sodium chloride is formed. As a matter of experiment, 
no oxygen is evolved here, and no trace of hypochlorite is found in 
N round the negative pole, although the tests for hypochlorites 
are extremely sensitive. 

Comparatively simple methods, in principle of the nature out- 
lined, enable us, then, to determine experimentally the composition 
of the ions into which ionizable compounds, salts, acids and bases, 
dissociate. Whenever any doubt may exist about the composition 
of the ions of a given electrolyte, this device may be employed to 
settle the matter, and there will presently be occasion to employ 
the U-tube for such a purpose. 

Ionization and Chemical Activity. — The fact that the theory of 
ionization gives us adequate explanations of the conductivity shown 
by dissolved electrolytes and of their abnormally high osmotic 
pressures, would have been in itself of interest to chemists; but, 
if its applications were limited to these phenomena, we should not 
be considering it in connection with qualitative chemical analysis, 
nor would the theory, presumably, have greatly affected the 
development of chemistry, as it has done. It is the fact that 
the electrolytic dissociation of an electrolyte into its ions involves 
tfiemical changes of the most profound nature, and most intimately 
affects chemical reactivity, that has made it play, in the last two 
decades, such a leading r61e in the development of chemistry, and 
that makes it necessary to include its consequences in the con- 
sideration of analytical problems, if one would understand, as far 
as present knowledge permits, the reactions involved in chemical 
analysis. 

Hydrogen chloride, as a perfectly dry gas, is a non-conductor 
of electricity and, at the same time, it is found to be chemically 
inactive — it does not combine, for instance, with dry ammonia^ or 
act upon dry calcium carbonate^ or on dry litmus. Hydrogen 
chloride, subjected to great pressure at a low temperature, is 
liquefied. The liquid is also a very poor conductor of elec- 

1 Baker, J, Chem. Soc. (London), 66, 611 (1894), 73, 422 (1898). On 
page 623 of the first article is given a list of chemical actions for which the 
effect of the presence of moisture has been investigated (Stud.). 

« Hughes, PhU. Mag., 34, 117 (1892) (Stud.). 
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tricity ' and does not show the chemical activity of ordinary, 
aqueous hydrochloric acid; it does not combine with calcium 
oxide or attack marble, zinc, iron or even magnesium.' 

A solution of hydrogen chloride in a poorly ionizing medium, 
like benzene or toluene, is an extremely poor conductor. There 
is an extremely small conductivity indicating only a trace of 
ionization.' 

Exp, a solution of hydrogen oliloride, prepared by passing the dried 
gaa into benzene or toluene (thiophene-freo benzene will not become dia- 
colored), and kept anhydrous by means of fused calcium chloride, is tested 
for its conductivity, by dipping into it electrodes oonuected with a lighting 
circuit and a galvanometer. 

Such a solution behaves chemically, also, quite differently 
from the aqueous solutions of hydrogen chloride with which we 
are familiar: dry steel nails,* dropped into it, will remain almost 
unchanged — there is no marked evolution of hydrogen (exp.). 
Perfectly dried marble, added to it, will not give rise to the evolution 
of carbon dioxide' {exp.}. We find thus, in all the cases discussed 
— the nonconducting dry gas, the anhydrous liquefied hydrogen 
chloride and the anhydrous benzene solution — an absence of ion- 
ization,* as indicated by the lack of conductivity, and, along with 
this, a lack of the familiar action of hydrochloric acid as an acid. 
If we dissolve the gas in water, we obtain a well-conducting solution 
(exp.), in which, according to molecular weight determinations, the 

' Gore, Proc. Royal Soc., 14, 204 (1841). Gore found that aluminium 
was dissolved and that sodium and potassium were attacked by the gas, even 
before its hquefaction. It is uncertain whether these positive reactions are 
reactions of absolutely anhydrous hydrogen chloride or the result of the 
presence of moisture in the experiments in question, since Cohen [Ckem. Newa, 
H, 305 (1896)], drying the gas more carefully Chan did Gore, found, in con- 
trast to the latter, that metallic sodium may be exposed for several weeks 
to dry hydrogen chloride gas and retain its lustre. In all experiments demand- 
ing the rigorous exclusion of moisture, more weight must be attached to 
negative results (showing lack of activity) than to positive results. [Cf. 
the controversy between Baker, loc. eit., and Gutmann, Lidrig'i Ann., 299, 
3 (1898)], 

• Nernst's Theoretical ChemUCry, p. 375. Esblukoff, Z. pkj/a. Chem., 4, 
430 (1889). 

• In r^ard to the behavior of jiinc, see below, p. 84. {Cf. Kahlenberg, 
J. Phys. Chem., 6, 13 (1902) (Stud.).) 

• For a. fuller discussion of the beniene solution see p, 84, 
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hydrogen chloride is more or less largely ionized, and this same 
solution has all the well-known chemical properties of hydro- 
chloric acid — it evolves hydrogen liberally when given an oppor- 
timity to act upon zinc or iron (exp.), it evolves carbon dioxide 
copiogisly when marble is brought into contact with it (exp.). 
In such an aqueous solution we have both the ions of the acid and 
the more or less non-ionized hydrogen chloride, the action (HCl ^ 
H"*" + Cl~) being reversible. 

Now, since in those cases in which we have admittedly only non- 
ionized hydrogen chloride, there is no vigorous chemical action, 
we are bound to conclude that, in the aqueous solution where 
we have both the non-ionized and the ionized substance, it must be 
the new components, the ions of the acid, which give this solution 
its new qualities, the well-known properties of a pronounced 
acid.^ This conclusion, that the acid properties of hydrogen 
chloride in aqueous solution are due to the ionized hydrogen 
chloride, rather than to the hydrogen chloride itself, is onte of 
fundamental importance. 

Dry Salts and their Aqueous Solutions. — If the study of the 
relation of ionization to chemical activity be extended, it is found 
that a dry salt, such as, for example, silver nitrate, in crystals 
or finely pulverized, is not perceptibly ionized, for it is a non- 
conductor (exp.). The same result is obtained with potassimn 
chromate. If the dry powders are intimately mixed, there is no 
chemical action between them, no perceptible change occurs. 
The aqueous solutions of the salts are excellent conductors (exp.), 
as are the aqueous solutions of almost all salts; the dissolved salts 
are therefore largely ionized. As soon as the ionizing medium, 
water, is added to the dry, yellow mixture of silver nitrate and 
potassium chromate, instantly a chemical change results — red 
silver chromate, Ag2Cr04, is precipitated (exp.). Now, in the 
aqueous solution of these salts we have both non-ionized molecules 
and their ions: 

AgNOs ?=± Ag+ + NO3-, 
K2Cr04 <=± 2K+ + CrOr. 

Since there is no interaction when the dry salts, containing only the 
non-ionized substances, are mixed, and since there is interaction 

^ The add character, in particular, is due to the hydrogen-ion, H+; see 
below. 
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when the solutions are mixed, in which both the non-ionized 
and the ionized salts are present, one must conclude again that 
the formation of silver chromate ia the result of the action of the 
silver ions on the chromate ions in the solution. In point of fact, 
there could hardly fail to be an action, since the positive silver 
ions and the negative chromate ions, moving in all directions 
through the solution, must collide and be discharged, or com- 
bine, to form molecular silver chromate. This salt happens to be 
very difficultly soluble, and to be colored red, as well, so that 
silver chromate is precipitated and is immediately recognizable. 

The two dry powders in the experiment were allowed to be in 
contact for only a few moments. It ia important to note, therefore, 
that dry sodium acid carbonate and dry potassium acid tartrate 
are also nonconductors (exp.), and that the intimate mixture of 
these two powders is kept for years in the well-known form of 
baking powders without appreciable decomposition — yet best in 
tin vessels, to exclude moisture. The aqueous solutions, however, 
are good conductors (exp.), and, when dissolved, these salts are 
more or less ionized. The addition of water to the mixed salts 
(exp.) leads at once to the well-known action, carbon dioxide 
being liberated and aodium-potassium tartrate or Rochelle salt 
being formed. 

Behavior of Fused Salts. — It may be objected that there are 
common cases, where dry salts are known to act upon each other; 
barium sulphate is fused with sodium carbonate to convert the 
former into the carbonate, BaSO* -|- NaaCO» f=* NajSO, -|- BaCOj. 
Before one decides that this must be an instance of the action of 
non-ionized salts on each other, the conductivity of dry salts 
under the conditions of the experiment, namely at an elevated 
temperature, must be examined. There is no difficulty in recog- 
nizing that while dry sodium carbonate or potassium nitrate at 
ordinary temperatures does not conduct a current, and ia not 
perceptibly ionized, each salt, when fused, becomes an excellent 
conductor (eip.,' with potassium nitrate). It is, in fact, well known 
that, in many electrolytic operations, fused salts' are used in place 

' The fusioii is coDveoiently made in a platinum dish; the diah and a plati- 
num CELthnde are connected with the hghting circuit and an electric lamp. 

' See Smith, iTiarganie ChemUlry, pp. 550, 569, 578, 588, 608, 610, 683: 
CoUege Chemislrv, 361, 373, 380, 389, 404, 405, 443 (Stad.). 
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of solutions. It must be added that the heat, not the change of 
state, causes the ionization, careful work having shown that con- 
ductivity begins to be appreciable below the point of fusion. 

Exp. Two platinum wires, fused, one inch apart, into a glass rod, are 
connected with a sensitive galvanometer and the lighting circuit. When 
the glass is warmed, a current is found to pass. 

The action between barium sulphate and sodium carbonate at 
a high temperature does not mean, then, that the non-ionized salts 
interact; on the contrary, we find that, under such conditions, 
coincident with the evidence of reactivity, we have also decided 
conductivity — again indicating decided ionization. 

Dry Salts at Ordinary Temperatures. — Inasmuch as ordinary temper- 
atures are still far removed from the absolute zero, one must suppose that dry 
salts must be ionized, minimally at least, even at room temperature, and should 
therefore react with each other. Presumably they do, only so slowly, as a 
result of the minimal degrees of ionization, and of the few chances of collision 
between ions of opposite charges, owing to the restricted range of the molecu- 
lar motions, that the total change is imperceptible. Critical work on the 
question is most desirable. In this connection it may be said that Spring^ 
found that dry salts do interact at ordinary temperature, when subjected to 
great pressures j provided the volume of the products is smaller than the volume 
of the initial substances. Whether this action is due to the ionization of the 
salts, minimal as it is, or whether we have here a case of interaction of non- 
ionized molecules, has not, it seems, been determined; it would require difficult 
quantitative work to settle the question. 

InfLuence of Light and Heat. — It is apparent that heat, a form of energy, 
contributes to the dissociation of ionogens, and it is natural that we should 
consider other forms of energy, e.g. light, to have the same power. One 
may speculate about the possibility of light inducing chemical action (e.g. 
in starting the combination of hydrogen and chlorine, or in photography) 
by its ionizing power, and about the possibility that rapid combination of 
oxygen and hydrogen follows the application of a flame to the mixture, as 
the result of increased ionization of the components at the elevated temper- 
ature of the flame and of the burning gases. The experimental evidence shows 
that, in some actions of this nature, ionization is an important factor, while 
in other instances it appears to be negligible. ^ 

1 J. Chem. Soc. (Abstracts) (London), 40, 504 (1881). 

* For positive evidence of the ionizing power of light, see Haber, Z. Elek- 
irockem.f 11, 847 (1905). For evidence as to the negligible r61e of ionization 
in the combination of chlorine and hydrogen, see Mellor, Chemical Statics and 
Dynamics (1904), p. 290. 
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Conclusions. — It appears that we must accept the conclusion, 
that the reactions of salts, acids and bases (ionogena) in aqueous 
solution (the so-called " salt reactions") are the r^actiona of the ions 
and not of the non-donized molecules. This conclusion is of the 
greatest and moat practical importance in our science. It is the 
natural inference from the results of the qualitative experiments 
described in the three preceding sections. Its final adoption, 
however, is based on the existence of a great mass of quantitative 
evidence, and to the consideration of some of this we now turn. 

Quantitative Relations. — If the active components in aqueous 
solutions of acids, bases and salts are the ious, rather than the 
undissociated compounds, then quantitative data supporting such 
a conclusion should be found- Such quantitative confirmation, 
from the point of view of chemical activity, is not lacking. 
Only a small part of the data can be considered here. 

Conductivity measurements, and the lowering of freezing-points 
and the elevation of boiling-points, show that there are very decided 
differences in the degrees of ionization of-different adds and bases in 
solutions of equivalent concentration. For instance, potassium 
hydroxide is somewhat more ionized than is barium hydroxide, and 
decidedly more so than ammonium hydroxide, a fact that can 
readily be demonstrated by the conductivities of the solutions ' : 

Ekp. Equivalent soIutionB (iV normal) of the three bases are introduced 
into three vertical tubes, containing electrodea connected, in parallel, with a 
lighting circuit and with small electrie lamps. When the two electrodes in 
each of the three tubes are at equal distances from each other, the lamp 
connected with the potassium hydroxide solution glows most brightly, that 
connected with the barium hydroxide solution a little less brightly, and the 
lamp connected with the ammonium hydroxide solution does not glow at all 
— not enough current is carried through the ammonium hydroxide solution 
to heat the filament in the correapo riding lamp sufficiently ti] make it red. 
Now, the current, for a given fall of potential, is proportional to the con- 
ductivity of a solution (p. 48) and, in the equivalent solutions' the conduc- 
tivity depends on the proportion of charged particles (the degree of ionization) 
of the base. It is clear then, that ammonium hydroxide is very much less 
ionised than are the two other bases. 

' The apparatus described by A. A. Noyes and Blanchard for comparing 
adds is used [J". Am. Chem. Soc., 23, 737 (1900)], 

' The conductivity depends in this case chiefly on the migration of the/n*( 
TtioviTifi hydroxide iona (p. 56), common to the three bases. There is little dif- 
farencein the rates at which the cations move. 
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The resistance in a tube may be reduced, and the conductivity increased, 
by reducing the distance through which the current must be carried, i.e. 
by bringing the electrodes closer together. In the solution of barium hydroxide, 
we find that we must reduce the distance between the electrodes to about 
five-sixths the corresponding distance in the potassium hydroxide solution 
before we obtain, approximately, as bright a lamp from the current passing 
through it, and in the case of ammonium hydroxide, we must bring the elec- 
trodes so close together that they almost touch, the distance being only one 
or two hundredths of the distance between the electrodes in the potassium 
hydroxide solution. 

For the degrees of ionization of the three bases we have, approximately, 
the relation aj^ : ag^^ : a^Br :: dg : d^^^ : d^^ , if we indicate by dj^, d^^y ^nh 

the distances between the electrodes in the three solutions when the lamps 
are of uniform brightness, i.e. when the same quantity of current passes 
through each solution. In this deduction, the conductivities of the bases at 
infinite dilution (A«) are taken to be the same, which is roughly true. 

The experiment gives us a rough measure of the relative con- 
ductivities and the relative degrees of ionization of the three bases. 
It shows that potassium hydroxide is somewhat more ionized than 
is barium hydroxide, in equivalent solution, and decidedly more 
than is ammonium hydroxide. 

Limiting the further discussion, at this moment, to potassium 
hydroxide and ammonium hydroxide, we should find that, since 
in equimolar solutions, a larger portion of the former is ionized 
than of the latter, the potassium hydroxide solution must contain 
the larger proportion or concentration of hydroxide-ion, H0~, which 
is the characteristic ion of bases. It should, therefore, show the 
chemical characteristics of a base much more decidedly than the 
ammonium hydroxide solution. That such is the case can be very 
simply shown by adding equal quantities (0.1 c.c.) of the 0.1 
molar solutions to equal volumes (50 c.c.) of water^ containing 
some phenolphthalem. This is an indicator for bases and acids, like 
litmus, but it is less sensitive to hydroxide-ion than is litmus. 
We find that the potassium hydroxide causes a very decided 
change, producing a deep red color with the phenolphthalein, 
whereas the ammonium hydroxide only produces a pink hue.^ 

1 The water should be free from carbonic acid. 

• The various indicators show difiPerent, specific degrees of sensitiveness to 
adds (to hydrogen ions) and to hoses (to hydroxide ions). That is, difiPerent 
concentrations of hydrogen-ion or of hydroxide-ion are required to change 
their colors. As they are particularly useful in demonstrating varying con- 
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In all the chemical changes produced by these alkalies, the 
same difference in intensity of action is shown, that is here ex- 
hibited towards indicators. If, for example, we measure the 
rate of change in an action, which is slow enough to be measured 

centrationB of these ioas, they will frequently be used in illustrating coa- 
cluflions reached in the course of our work, juat as they are used extensively 
in practical analysis. The following tables are intended to give some definite 
information on this valuable quality. The fourth column of the first table 
shows the concentration of hydrogmrion, required to change the color of the 
indicator from the tint given in the second column to the tint given in the 
third column. The second table gives, similarly, the concentrations of 
hydroxide-ion required to produce the changes of tint indicated. The tables 
refer to results obtained when 0.1 c,c. (about two drops) of a 0.1 to 0.15% 
solution of the indicator is added to 10 c.c. of the solution examined. 
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It is dear that of the three indicators given in the table, phenol phthale!n 
is the most sensitive to acids, methyl orange the most sensitive to bases. 
An extended table of the sensitiveness of many indicators, on which the 
above tables are based, is given by Salm, Z. phyi. Chem., 67, 471 (1907). 
The theories (of Ostwald, Bemthaen, and others) regarding the color changea, 
and the theory (o/ Ostwald) concerning the aensitiveTieas of tndtcoiors, are dis- 
cussed (with references to the literature) by Stieglita, /. Am. Chem. Soc., 36, 
1117 (1003). lAter modifications of the views on color changes are discussed 
in papers by Stieglitz, Am. Chem. J. 3S, (1908), and by Acree, ibid., 37, 39, 42, 
and in these papers references to the literature will be found. For investiga- 
tions on the sensitiveness of indicators, see McCoy, Md., 31, 508 (1904), Salm, 
ioc eU., and A. A. Noyes, J. Am. Chem. Soc., 33, 815 (1910). 
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and which proceeds quantitatively in proportion to the concentra- 
tion of hydroxide-ion, we find that the measured rates of change 
indicate the same ratio in the concentrations of hydroxide-ion 
in potassium and ammonium hydroxide solutions, as is indicated 
by quantitative conductivity measurements. An action suitable 
for the purpose is the saponification of an ester, such as ethyl 
acetate. Under the influence of an alkali, like potassium hydrox- 
ide, ethyl acetate is decomposed, more or less rapidly, into an 
acetate and alcohol: we have, for instance, 

CH3CO2C2H6 + KOH -^ CH3CO2K + C2H5OH. 

The rate of saponification is found to be proportional to the con-- 
centration of hydroxide-ion, and not to the total concentration of 
the base, and the action may be formulated more accurately as 
follows: 

CH3CO2C2H5 + K+ + HO- -^ CH3CO2- + K+ + C2H6OH 

or CH3CO2C2H5 + HO- -> CH3CO2- + C2H6OH. 

For ammonium hydroxide we have similarly, 

CH3CO2C2H5 + NH4+ + H0--> CH3CO2- + NH4+ + C2H6OH. 

Now, Arrhenius^ proved that the rate of saponification of ethyl 
acetate by ammonium hydroxide, which is very much slower than 
the rate of saponification by potassium hydroxide of equivalent 
concentration, does agree quantitatively , indeed, with the rate de- 
manded by the theory of ionization, when the hydroxide-ion is 
considered the active component of the bases, to which the saponi- 
fication is due. 

Exp. a rough idea of the difference in the chemical actions of the two 
bases may be obtained by observing their effects on the ester, methyl acetate, 
which is decomposed into an acetate and methyl alcohol . rather rapidly. 
To 50 c.c. of (CO2 free) water containing some phenolphthalein, 10 c.c. of 
0.1 molar potassium hydroxide is added; a similar mixture with 10 c.c. of 
0.1 molar ammonium hydroxide solution is prepared. To each of the solu- 
tions, 2 c.c. (an excess) of methyl acetate is added (to the ammonium hydrox- 
ide solution first), and the mixtures are shaken for a moment. At room 
temperature, the mixture containing potassium hydroxide will become 
pale pink in a few minutes, and colorless soon thereafter, while the mixture 

1 Z. yhya. Chem,, 2, 289 (1888). Note the remarks in the footnote fol- 
lowing. 
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containing ammonium hydroxide will etill be deep red at the end of 45 
minute).' 

In tbe followiag tables are summarized Home of the resulta which have 
been obtained iu comparing the aclivily of bases, ia saponifying methyl acetate, 
and the concentralions of the hydrozide-ion., in the solutions of the bases, 
as determined by conductivity measurements. The comparisons are made 
by representing the activity of the hydroxide-ion in a solution of lithium 
hydroxide by 100 and by expressing the ratio of the activity of a given base 
to that of the lithium hydroxide in percentages of the activity of the latter. 
All the bases were used in 0,025 molar concentration, and their degrees of 
ionization are given in the last column of the table. 
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An eater is decomposed also ujider the influence of acids, in aqueoua solu- 
tion, into an organic acid and an alcohol, and cane sugar is similarly decom- 
posed bto glucose and fructose (grape sugar and fruit sugar): CiiHuOu + 
HiO — • CaH.jOi + CiHiiOd. Both actions are found to be caused by the 
influence of the hydrogen ione of the acids used and to proceed, at a given 
temperature, with a velocity proportional to the ctmeentration of the hydrogen ton*. 
Now, in 0.1 molar solution, acetic acid is very little ionised (1.3%), as com- 
pared with hydrochloric acid (91 %), the degrees of ioniaation being determined 
by conductivity measurements (p. 50); tbe relation may easily be demon- 
strated with the aid of the conductivity apparatus used to show the difference 
in ionization between potassium hydroxide and ammonium hydroxide). 
In the presence of 0. 1 molar hydrochloric acid, the decomposition of cane sugar 
actually proceeds at 79 times the rate that it does in the presence of 0.1 molar 
acetic acid. The ratio of the concentrations of the hydrogen-ion iu the two 

t The formation of an ammonium salt in the latter action still further 
reduces the concentration of the hydroxide-ion (Chapter VI) and retards the 
action) but the solution, in equal measure, becomes less active toward the in- 
dicator, phenol phthalein (p. 114), The experiment shows, therefore, rather 
furly, the relative activities of tbe bases. The ex^ct work of Arrhenius 
included consideration of the eBect of the ammonium salt, ami the clearing 
up of the mystery of this effect (p. 114) formed one of the greatest triumphs 
of his theory. 
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solutions is, in fact, 70 : 1. There is, therefore, close agreement ' between the 
relative chemical activity of the two acids and the relation demanded, if we 
assume, on the basis of the theory of ionization (p. 77), that the chemically 
active components of the adds are their ions and particularly their hydrogen 
ions. 

In the following table, the relative activities of acids, in accelerating the 
decomposition of methyl acetate by water, are contrasted, in a similar fashion, 
with their relative conductivities. The conductivities of acids depend to such 
an extent on the concentration of hydrogen-ion, which moves five times, or 
more, faster than the anions and carries therefore the greater part of the cur- 
rent, that the conductivities of acids, in equivalent concentrations, may be con- 
sidered an approximate measure of their relative degrees of ionization and 
of the concentrations of hydrogen^don. For the purpose of comparison the 
activity and the conductivity of molar hydrochloric acid are both repre- 
sented by 100. All the acids were used in normal solutions. 

Chemical Activity of Acids and Their Ionization.^ 



Acid. 



Hydrochloric acid 

Nitric acid 

Sulphuric acid ... . 

Acetic acid 

Formic acid 

Chloracetic acid. . 
Tartaric acid 



Activity. 


Conductivity. 


100 


100 


92 


100 


74 


65 


0.3 


0.4 


1.3 


1.7 


4.3 


4.9 


2.3 


2.3 



I Whetham, Theory of Solutions, p. 338. 

In the following chapters and, indeed, throughout our further 
work, we shall continually meet additional instances of the quanti- 
tative relation between chemical activity and ionization. In fact, 
the results obtained in the field of quantitative measurement of 
chemical action, of which the above are single instances, have 
demonstrated, more than anything else, the value of the theory of 
ionization to chemistry and the necessity of taking it into account 
in expressing the results of chemical action in mathematical 
terms. 

* Arrhenius, Electrochemistry^ p. 184 (1902). A second accelerative factor, 
the so-called "salt efiPect" (Chap. VI, g. v.), is more pronounced in the case of 
0.1 molar hydrochloric acid than in that of 0.1 molar acetic acid, as the result 
of which the activity of the hydrochloric acid should be increased about ten 
per cent; the ratio, therefore, of the speeds of reaction, both the degrees of 
ionization of the acids and the ''salt effect" being considered, should be ap- 
proximately 83 : 1, whereas the ratio found by experiment is 79 : 1. 
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SummaTy. — Meaaurementa made, then, in three great and 
independent fielda of investigation, electrical conductivity, osmotic 
pressure and the allied relations, and chemical activity, bring 
independent testimony to the correctness of the fundamental 
asaumptiona of Arrheniua's theory of ionization. In the quanti- 
tative study of solutions of electrolytes, wherever secondary dis- 
turbing influences are eliminated or are taken into account as far 
as possible, the three lines of investigation give results which 
agree satisfactorily ' as to the degree of ionization of the electrolytes 
under examination. With the aid of this theory, predictions of the 
course of chemical action may now be made more definitely and with 
more assurance than ever before in the history of chemistry. 

Chemical Activity of Non-ionized Molecules. — The conclu- 
sion reached, on the basis both of qualitative and, particularly, 
of quantitative evidence, that the reactions of salts, acida and 
bases (ionogens) in aqueous solutions (the so-called salt reactions) 
are the actions of the ions and not of the non-ionized molecules, 
does not necessarily mean that the non-ionized molecules are 
altogether inactive chemically. Some chemists believe that ions 
have only the advantage of an enormously greater degree of re- 
activity.* If the atoms in a molecule carry electric charges even 
prior to their separation (ionization), as expressed for instance by 
the formula H+d~ for hydrogen chloride (p. 43), it can be readily 
seen that an action' resulting from the collision of a molecule of 
hydrogen chloride with a molecule of potassium hydroxide H''"Cl~ 
-|- HO~K'*" — , K+Cl~ -|- HO~H+ would, in some respects, resemble 
the ionic action H+ -|- CI" -|- K+ -|- HO- 1^ K+ -f CI- + HOH. 
The latter would probably have the advantage of a considerably 
smaller resistance to the action, and consequently of a far greater 
speed. But the question of supreme importance and interest to chem- 
istry is the question as to which actions are found experimentally to be 
of moment in any given case. Now, a great mass of corroborative 
evidence shows that for the interactions of ionogens in aquecus 
solutions the ionic actions, probably on account of their enormous 
speeds, are the important ones. 

' Vide also A. A. Noyea, Report of the Congress of Arts and Science, Vol. IV, 
p, 311 (1904). 

» Hsber, Z. far Ehkiroehem., 10, 775 (1904); see Chapter XII. 
' This is, essentially, the old Berselius view of chemical action. 
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On the other hand, there are large numbers of compounds, 
especially among organic substances, which do not appear to 
ionize to a measurable extent and whose actions, in large part 
at least, appear to be the actions of non-ionized molecules. It is 
characteristic that most of these actions take place at slow, very 
frequently easily measurable, rates of speed. Critical study 
shows that even for such actions ionization often plays a very im- 
portant r61e, at least in some of their stages, and throughout the 
field of organic chemistry the intimate relations between electrical 
phenomena and chemical activity can be readily recognized.^ But 
these relations are not obvious ones and do not, as yet, play a 
dominant role. It is because analytical chemistry deals predomi- 
nantly with the reactions of ionogens, that the study of the reac- 
tions of ions will demand our extended attention. 

Reactions in Non-aqueous Solutions. — Kahlenberg^ has made some 
interesting and important, although not conclusive, contributions to the 
problem of chemical activity of ionogens in non-aqueous solutions. He has 
found, for instance, that zinc, left in contact with a benzene solution of hydro- 
gen chloride carefully freed from moisture, displaces hydrogen.* Cadmium, 
aluminium and magnesium, on the other hand, do not evolve hydrogen in 
such a solution.* The solution shows an enormous resistance to the passage 
of an electric current, and the conclusion is drawn by Kahlenberg that the 
liberation of hydrogen is due to the action of non-ionized hydrogen chloride 
on the zinc. 

It is evident,^ from Walden's equation showing the relation between the 
ionizing power and the dielectric constant of a solvent (p. 63), that the pre- 
sumption is that hydrogen chloride in benzene solution is not absolutely non- 
ionized, but rather that it is ionized in traces.* No exact measurements of the 

^ VidCf for instance, Stieglitz, Report of the Congress of Arts and Sciences^ 
St. Louis, IV, 276 (1904); W. A. Noyes, ibid., 285; Nef, J, Am. Chem. Soc, 30, 
645 (1908). For the application of the electron theory to organic compounds, 
see Falk and Nelson, School of Mines Quarterly, 30, 179, and J. Am, Chem, 
Soc., 32, 1637 (1910). (C/. also Chapter XV.) 

* J, Phys. Chem. J 6, 1 (1902), and other papers in the same Journal. 

» Cf, Patten, ibid., 7, 168 (1903), and Falk and Waters, Am. Chem. J., 
31, 398 (1903). According to the latter investigators, the evolution of hydro- 
gen is slow and weak. 

* Patten, loc. dt. 

* Students will not be capable of following the argument given in the 
succeeding passages and would better omit this part until Chapter XV has 
been studied. 

* KablukofiP, Z. phys. Chem., 4, 430 (1889). See also Nemst, Theoretical 
Chemistry, p. 373. 
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degrees of ionization of hydrogen chloride in benzene solution have been made; 
that the aolution shows an enormous resistance to the passage of the electric 
aurrent and can be, at best, very little ionized, is all that has been establiahed. 
In default of exact data, the semiquantitative determination by Kablukoff, 
showing that a i molar solution of hydrogen chloride in bensiene has a resist- 
ance of 120 X 10* ohms, is of interest. From the meager data concerning the 
dimenaions of the electrodes used, one may calculate (with the aid of a not 
unreasonable assumption as to the limiting value of the conductivity, at 
infinite solution) that the degree of ionization of the acid in the solution is 
perhaps of the order 5 X 10~*, and the concentration of hydrogen-ion,' con- 
sequently, roughly lO-*. Now, the evolution of hydrogen by meons of zinc, 
in aqueous solutions, takes place according to the equation Zn | -|- 2 H+<:± 
Zn++ -j- H] T , and depends on a ratio of the concentrations of zinc-ion and hy- 
drogen-ion' (Chapters XIV and XV, q. v.). Even if the concentration of 
hydrogen-ipn is very small, zinc will liberate hydrogen, provided the conditions 
ore such that the concentration of zinc-ion cannot reach a large enough value 
to satisfy the equilibrium ratio, and stop the action. Now, in an alkaline 
solution, zinc-ion is converted into eincate-ion (Zn++ -|-4 HO-f±ZnOi" 
-i- 2 HOH) and a large concentration of zinc-ion cannot accumulate. The 
consequence is that zinc liberates hydrogen freely even from alkaline solutions, 
for instance from molar solutions of potassium hydroxide, in which the con- 
centration of hydrogen-ion, roughly 10-", is very much smaller than that 
calculated for the benzene solution of hydrogen chloride (namely, lO-*). Now, 
although the values of the solution-tension constants of elements cbanga 
most decidedly with a change of solvent, it seems likely* that their ratiof, 
on which their mutual displacement depends, will not be found materially al- 
tered. Zinc chloride being insoluble in benzene, the ratio for equilibrium 
may not be fulfilled for zinc in contact with a benzene solution of hydro- 
gen chloride. Hence, with that solvent, the evdulion of hydrogen may, so 
far as it goes, very well be due to precisely the same machinery as that operaling 
in aqueous solution. The liberation goes on until the metal is protected 
against any further action by a film of the solid chloride. It seems, there- 
tore, at least possible, that the evolution of hydrogen observed by Kahlen- 
berg and his collaboratorB* is a purely ionic action, the same as the similar 

' In view of the low order of accuracy of the data, and of the approximate 
method of calculation, this result is only qualitative, but even with an error 
of 10" to 10* the argument in the text would hold. 

' For hydrogen under atmospheric pressure, the equilibrium ratio, [Zn++]/ 
(H+]', is, approximately, 10". 

 Vide Sackur, Z. EUktrockem., 11, 387 (1005). Kahlenberg holds a different 
view; ibid. 

' The negative results obtained with aluminium and magnesium are possi- 
bly more interesting than the positive action observed with zinc, but their 
inactivity ma^ be due to thin films of protective chloride or ox ' 
condition (yide Smith's Inorganic Chemistry, pp. 723, 753; College Chemistry, 
p. 475). 
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action in aqueous solution has been proved to be by quantitative measure- 
ments.^ Only exact measurements, comparable with those made in aqueous 
solutions, can settle the question at issue, and until such quantitative evi- 
dence is forthcoming, a definite conclusion that the action of hydrogen 
chloride in benzene solution is or is not an ionic action is not warranted by 
the facts. 

Equally interesting are Kahlenberg's observations of interaction between 
hydrogen chloride in benzene solution and a similar solution of copper oleate. 
Each solution shows absence of appreciable conductivity, yet, when the solu- 
tions are mixed, precipitation of copper chloride occurs instantly. Whether we 
have here an instantaneous action between non-ionized molecules, as claimed 
by the observer, or whether the minimal ionization* of the hydrogen chloride 
and copper oleate, the existence of which we have a right to assume, is suffi- 
cient to account for this rapid action, both components being in solution and 
intimately mixed, is a question of the greatest interest. But until quantita- 
tive measurements of all the factors involved in chemical actions in benzene 
solution are obtained, a very difficult, but necessary task, which the dis- 
coverer of the action omitted to perform, no definite conclusion whatever 
can be based on such results, interesting as they are. Water, although it is 
only minimally ionized (tables. Chapter VI), hydrolyzes salts like potassium 
cyanide and aluminium chloride almost instantly, and it has been rigorously 
proved that the resulting condition of equilibrium involves the ions of water* 
(Chapter X). With the possibility that the well-known enormous speeds of 
action of ions may completely offset the tremendous reduction in concen- 
tration of the hydrogen-ion, in a benzene solution of hydrogen chloride as 
compared with an aqueous solution, further analysis of the relations is imper- 
ative.* Until such investigations have been carried out, we must consider 

1 The work of Ostwald, Arrhenius, Nemst and many others shows conclu- 
sively that the liberation of hydrogen by metals and the precipitation of metals 
by one another is a function of ion concentrations (Chapter XIV). Vide 
Nemst, Theoretische Chemie (1905), p. 245. 

* See above. 

* In a 0.1 molar solution of potassium cyanide, the potassium hydroxide 
formed by the decomposition of the cyanide by water is approximately 0.0013 
molar and the concentration of hydrogen-ion is reduced to 10-" (Chapter X), 
a value roughly of the same order as that calculated above as a possible con- 
centration of hydrogen-ion in a benzene solution of hydrogen chloride. In 
spite of this small concentration of hydrogen-ion in the cyanide solution, 
the reactions in which it is involved are, as far as known, completed in a few 
moments. Only for much smaller concentrations of ions have any doubts 
as to their direct action been aroused; in Chapter XII this question, as raised by 
Haber, is discussed for concentrations of ions of the order of 10-". Haber 
considers that ionic concentrations of 10-^* can still account for very fast 
actions. 

* Cf. Abegg., Theorie der Elektrolyiischen Dissociation (1903), 255; Lehfeldt, 
Electro-chemistry (1904), 87. 
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it possible that the reactions of hydrogen chloride Id benseiie soltition may be 
reactions of its non-ionized molecules or reactions of its ions. In view of 
the undoubted minute concentrations o[ the latter, aa compared with aqueous 
solutions, and in view of the inertness of non-ionized hydrogen chloride in 
aqueous Holutions as compared with the activity of its ions, a iKnzeae solutioo 
of hydrogen chluride should show far less ionic activity than an aqueoiis 
solution, and that such is the case is brought out clearly by Kahleoberg's 
interesting experiraonts. 

Some AppUcatioiis of the Chemical Activity of Ions to Quali- 
tative Analysis. — Tlie knowledge that aqueous solutions of 
ionogens show the reactions of tlie ions contained in them, gives 
us a clear, sharply defined interpretation of many of the simpler 
facts of qualitative analysis. The elementary observation that a 
large number of hydrogen derivatives show acid properties and a 
considerable number of others do not (at least not to a sufficient 
extent to be appreciable), finds its simplest explanation in the 
fact that all solutions showing acid properties have these proper- 
ties as the result of the presence of a common component, namely 
the hydrogen-ion. The acid properties are, in fact, the properties 
of this one substance and no other. Thus hydrochloric, nitric, 
sulphuric, carbonic acids are acids liecause they are dissociated 
more or less, liberating hydrogen ions; and compounds like marsh- 
gas CH4, ammonia NH3, benzene CaHe, in spite of the pres- 
ence of a great deal of hydrogen in their molecules, are not 
acids, because they do not, to an appreciable extent,' ionize as 
do the first compounds mentioned. In the same way, glycerine 
CiH6(OH)3, although it is a trihydroxide, does not show the char- 
acteristic actions of the hydroxides of potassium, barium, alumin- 
ium, of the metal hydroxides in general — the latter are more or 
less ionized, forming the characteristic ion of bases, the hydroxide- 
ion H0~; but glycerine does not appear to ionize into C3H[,+"^ 
and H0~. The well-known observation of qualitative analysis, 
that potassium chlorate solutions do not precipitate silver chloride 
from silver nitrate, while potassium chloride and other chlorides 
do so at once, is now understood as being the result of the fact that 
the chlorates produce the chlorate-ion C10» (see page 70 for the 
method of determining its composition), while the chloride-ion 

' There is probably minimal ionization in all these cases, especially in the 
case of ammonia (NH» i^ NH,~ + H+), but not enough to yield a. auffieient 
supply of hydrogen-ion to show its common properties. 
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is required for the precipitation of silver chloride. Chlorplatinic 
acid H2PtCl6, in spite of the large proportion of chlorine in its 
composition, does not precipitate silver chloride, but rather silver 
chlorplatinate,^ a yellow salt, insoluble in ammonia, and it does so 
because its ions ^ are H"^ and (PtCir). 

Perhaps the most instructive case of this kind, that we can study, 
is that of iron in ferrous and ferric salts. Exceedingly sensitive 
tests are known for the ferrous and the ferric ions. Thiocya- 
nates produce an intensely red salt, Fe(SCN)3, when added, for 
instance, to ferric chloride; potassium ferrocyanide, K4Fe(CN)6, 
precipitates ferric ferrocyanide, Fe4[Fe(CN)6]3, Prussian blue, from 
ferric chloride solutions; anmionium hydroxide precipitates quanti- 
tatively the insoluble red ferric hydroxide {exps,). With ferrotts 
salts, potassium ferricyanide K8Fe(CN)6 precipitates ferro-ferri- 
cyanide Fe3[Fe(CN)6]2, Turnbull's blue; ammonium sulphide pre- 
cipitates black ferrous sulphide (exps,). Now, in two of the 
reagents used, potassium ferro- and ferricyanide, iron is present 
according to the formulae given. If one should attempt to demon- 
strate its presence by means of these tests — among the most 
sensitive and most reliable tests known in analysis — one would 
fail utterly. Thiocyanates do not produce even the faintest tinge 
of pink in potassium ferricyanide solution^; ammonium hydroxide 
does not precipitate any ferric hydroxide (exps,). Ammonium 
sulphide does not precipitate the least trace of a black sulphide 
from a ferrocyanide solution, and when the latter is mixed with 
the ferricyanide solution, no trace, either of Prussian or Turnbull's 
blue, is shown (exps,). The contrast between the behavior of these 
salts and ferrous and ferric salts is now sharply and definitely 
interpreted, as being the result of the contrast in their ionization, 
— the color tests we use are extremely sensitive tests only for the 
ferric and ferrous ions, Fe+++ and Fe"*^, respectively, — but potas- 
sium ferrocyanide ionizes into potassium ions and the negative 
ferrocyanide ions Fe(CN)6"", and shows the actions of ferrous 
ions as little as chlorate ions CIO3" exhibit the reactions of 
chloride ions CI"*. Potassium ferricyanide, in turn, gives rise to 
trivalent, negative ferricyanide ions Fe(CN)r~ and not to ferric 

1 Vide Jorgensen, J. prakt. Chem., 16, 349 (1877). 

* See Chapter XII in regard to the stability of (PtC17 ) as a complex ion. 

* Freshly prepared solutions must be used. 
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ions.^ If any doubts arise on this point, one can decide the 
question readily by experiment. When a concentrated solution of 
potassium ferricyanide is placed in a U-tube under a solution of 
some colorless electrolyte, such as sodium sulphate, and plates con- 
nected with a battery are inserted, there is no difficulty (exp.) in 
seeing that the yellow ion,^ containing the iron, moves to the posi- 
tive pole and not to the negative. The iron is, therefore, as a matter 
of experiment, part of a negatively charged substance. 

That iron is really present in these compounds can be shown 
most effectively if we destroy the salts: 

Exp. Dry, pulverized potassium ferrocyanide is intimately mixed with 
dry potassium carbonate and the mixture heated in a hard glass test tube. 
When the whole mass has become red-hot, insuring complete decomposition, 
the hot (not red-hot) tube is plunged into water; the salts are extracted and 
particles of metallic iron are left undissolved. The action is 

K4Fe(CN)6 + K2C0«-> 6 KCN + FeCO. 

i 

FeO + CO, 
and FeO + KCN -> KCNO + Fe. 

If the iron is dissolved in a little dilute hydrochloric acid and oxidized to the 
ferric condition, by the addition of a few drops of bromine water, the intensely 
red solution characteristic of ferric salts may be readily obtained, when a 
thiocyanate is added to the solution. 

^ See Chapter XII as to the decomposition of the ** complex ions.'' 
* K+ and CN~ are colorless ions. The yellow color of the ion moving to 
the positive electrode shows the presence of the iron in it — a fact that can 
be confirmed by testing the solution round the anode for ferricyanide by the 
method discussed further on in the text. 



CHAPTER VI 

CHEMICAL EQUILIBRIUM. THE LAW OF MASS ACTION 

The theory of ionization, as studied so far, gives us simple, 
rational explanations of many of our qualitative reactions — 
explanations which agree with phenomena taken from separate 
fields of investigation. But, if our study of the theory ceased at 
the present stage without further elaboration, we should fail to 
find in it a satisfactory explanation of a number of other impor- 
tant facts of analysis — notably, why certain reactions, the occur- 
rence of which we might anticipate, do not take place. For 
instance, the addition of a soluble carbonate to a barium chloride 
solution precipitates almost all the barium as barium carbonate 
(exp.); we have 2 Na+ + CO3" + Ba++ + 2 CI" -> BaCOa i + 
2 Na+ + 2 Cl~. But the addition of carbonic acid to barium 
chloride solutions fails to produce the slightest precipitate (exp.), 
although carbonic acid also gives rise to the carbonate-ion, 007- 
In the same way silver nitrate readily precipitates silver phosphate 
from sodium phosphate solutions (exp.), but not from a solution 
of phosphoric acid (exp.). Hydrogen sulphide precipitates zinc 
sulphide from a zinc sulphate solution (exp.), Zn"*"^ + SOr + 
2 H+ + S= ->ZnS i + 2H+ + SO^; but the addition of hydro- 
chloric acid effectually prevents the precipitation (exp.), although 
the hydrogen sulphide is still ionized, as is apparent from the 
precipitation of copper sulphide when copper sulphate is added to 
the mixture (exp,). In the negative results, we have instances 
of a very large number of cases which require closer study, and 
a further development of the theory, if we wish to interpret them 
satisfactorily. The line of development to be followed is indicated 
perhaps most sharply by the following experiment. 

Exp. Some sodium tetraborate (borax) is dissolved in a little water and 
silver nitrate is added to a small part of the solution. A pure white precipitate 
(silver borate) results. Another portion of the borate solution is diluted with 
a large quantity of watery and then silver nitrate is added; quite a different result 
is obtained — a brown precipitate (silver oxide) is formed. 
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The change in the quantity of water brought about the d 
in result — ^the quantitative relations were altered thereby. In 
order to follow intelligently this and the other actions referred to, 
the study of reactions in solutions must be taken up from the 
quantitative side — the development heretofore has been essentially 
qualitative in character. On several occasions we have found 
that all electrolytes do not ionize equally well, and that the inten- 
sity of their action, demonstrated, for instance, for potassium and 
ammonium hydroxides, varies accordingly. We shall now have 
to study these relations in greater detail. 

For our purpose, the study of two of the fundamental quantita- 
tive laws governing action in solution and of their application to 
analytical phenomena, will be sufficient: these are, tke law of chem- 
ical or homogeneous equilibrium, in which the law of mass action is 
included, and the law of physical or heterogeneous equilibrium. 

The Law of Chemical Equilibrium. — The law of chemical 
equilibrium may be expressed, for a simple case, by saying that if 
two substances A and B interact at a constant temperature to 
give two compounds C and D and, vice versa, C and D interact with 
each other to produce A and B, then equilibrium- will be reached 
when the ratio of the product of the concentrations of A and of B to 
the product of the concentrations of C and of D has a definite, constant 
value, which is a value characteristic of the equilibrium between 
the compounds involved, at the given temperature. The action 
may be expressed in the chemical equation 

A+B^C + D, 

in which A, B, C and D represent four different substances re- 
acting in the molecular proportions indicated by their symbols, 
which as usual represent molecular weights. And the condition 
for equilibrium may be expressed in the mathematical equation 

W X [B] _. 
[CI X [Di • 

[A], \B\. [C\ and \D\ are used to represent the concentrations' of 

' Conceiitraliont are uaually measured in moI«3 or gram-molecular laeighti 
per liter, and a gram-molecuJaT or molaT weight of a compound is its moUcuiar 
weight expressed in grama. Hence the number of grams of a given Bubstaooe 
1 a lit«r divided by its molecular weight represents ita concentration. 
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the four reacting substances and k is some definite number, called 
the equilibrium constant. 

The law was discovered by Guldberg and Waage in 1867, and, 
with certain limiting conditions (see below) it has been fully estab- 
lished by extensive experimental work.^ The significance of the 
law may be interpreted on the basis of the following considera- 
tions. If we start with the two substances A and B alone and 
have one mole of each in one liter (as gas or in solution) at a 
given temperature, then, all the conditions being given, — the 
temperature, the concentrations, and the nature of the substances, 
— the reaction A + JB — > C + Z), leading to the formation of C and 
D, mil proceed with a perfectly definite velocity. The molecules of 
A and of B move in all directions (kinetic theory of gases and 
solutions), and molecules of A will collide with molecules of B a 
definite number of times in unit time and will form a definite 
number^ of molecules of C and D per minute. The velocity of 
chemical change of a given substance {chemical velocity) is also 
measured in terms of moles, and is represented by the number 
of moles or the fraction of a mole changed per minute. If v\ 
stands for the velocity of the action between A and JB, under the 
given conditions, then 

Vi = fci, 

where ki is some number. Now, if the concentration of one of 
the components, e,g. A, should be doubled, then the chances for 
collision and for action between molecules of A and B will be twice 
as great as before and the velocity of the action will be doubled. 
If only one-tenth of the concentration of A (one-tenth mole) is 
used, the velocity will only be one-tenth as great as originally, and, 
in general terms, if [A] moles of A are used per liter, the velocity of 
the change will he proportional to [A\ and equal to k\ X [A], If the 
concentration of the other reacting component, B, is now doubled, 
the chances for action are again doubled, and, in general, the 
velocity of the action will be proportional also to the concentration 

^ Nemst, Theoretical Chemistry ^ 423, 433; Ostwald, Lehrbuch, II2, 104, etc., 
296; Walker, Introduction to Physical Chemistry (1909), 259, etc. 

* Not every collision of a molecule of A with one of B is supposed to result 
in a chemical interaction, but the number of collisions with such a result is 
considered to be directly proportional to the total nimiber of collisions. Van't 
Hoff, Lectures on Physical Chemistry, I, 104. 
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[B] of the second reacting substance. For the velocity, fi, of 

action for any concentrations, [A] and [B], of A and B at 

moment at a given temperature, we have 

v, = hX [A] X \B]. 

Hence, if by the symbols [A\ and [B] the concentrations at any 
given moment are represented, we may say that the velocity of 
the formation of C and D at that moment' is proportional to the 
product of the concetitrations of A and B, and to some constant, which 
is characteristic of the interaction of A and B. 

The validity of this conclusion has been fully verified by experi- 
ment.^ The case is an instance of the law of mass action, which 
states that in chemical changes the velocity of the action is proportional 
at any moment to the molecular concentrations^ of the reacting com- 
ponents, and to a constant, which is characteristic of the chemical 
nature of the reacting componenis (and of the temperature). 

If we start with the reversed action 
A-\-B^C + D, 

the relation may be developed in the same way. Thus the two 
substances C and D will react upon each other, at the given tem- 
perature, with a velocity proportional to a constant, fcj, and, at any 
given moment, proportional also to their respective concentrations 
at that moment: 

f. = fc. X [C] X [D]. 
Equilibrium will be reached when the substances A and B are 
formed at any moment from C and D just as rapidly as they are 
used up to produce C and D, and vice versa. Such is the case, 

' Since in any chemical action, which has not reached a condition of equi- 
librium, the concentrationa of the reacting aubstancea change continuously, 
the relation between the velocity o( the action and the concentrations, for any 
moment, is found by the application of the calculus to the experimental data. 
(C/. Elemenla oj Cakulus, by Young and Linebai^er (1900), 168, 181, 240; 
Mellor, Higher Mathematia for Students of Chemistry and Physics (1902), 197.) 

' Nemst, loc. cit., 541, etc.; Ostwald, loc. cil., 107, etc.; Walker, toe. cil., 
257; Smith, toe. ca., 250, and 180 (Stud,). 

* If a component taliea part more than once in the action, ita concentration 
is raised to the power corresponding to the coefficient expressing the number of 
ita molecules taking part in the action. Forinatance, for A + 2 B —* C + D, 
«> = A, X [A] X [Br. (see below). 
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when the velocities of the two opposite reactions are equal to each 
other. For the condition of equilibrium, then, Vi must be equal 
to V2 and therefore 

fci X [A] X[B] = k2X[C]X [D] 

or 

[A]X[B] _h_j 

[C] X [D] "■ fci - ^^^^'^'''^' 

In this way the meaning of the fundamental law of chemical 
equilibrium may be developed from the consideration of the velo- 
cities of the reversible actions, such as are involved in all condi- 
tions of equilibrium, and the equilibrium constant represents the 
ratio of the velocity constants of the two opposite reactions. This 
conclusion has been fully verified by experiment, the equilibrium 
constant being, as a matter of fact, found equal to the ratio of the 
velocity constants.^ 

The relations, so far considered, have been those of the simplest 
type of reversible reaction. We may now discuss the modifica- 
tions required for other types of reaction by the law of equi- 
librium. 

When two molecules of any reacting component take part in a 
reaction — for instance, in A + 2 B li; C + D — the concentration of 
this component is raised to the second power in the mathematical 
expression of the law of equilibrium; when three molecules of a 
component take part, its concentration is raised to the third 
power, etc. 

For instance, hydrogen iodide is decomposed, reversibly, into hydrogen and 
iodine, according to 2 HI <=± H2 + I2. A condition of equiUbrinm is reached, 
at a given temperature when 

[Hd X [I2] 



[HIP 



= K. 



At 440®, the results given in the following table were obtained by Bodenstein. 
The concentrations are expressed in moles per liter.* The constant is calcu- 
lated according to the equation just given. Anal3^ical errors affect the 
value of the constant most in the first and last experiments, as a result of the 
very small concentrations of one component, la or Ha. 

1 Cf. Van't HofiF, loc. cit., I, 206. 

* The concentrations are calculated from the data given by Bodenstein, 
Z. phya, Chem., 22, 16 (1897). (Cf. Van't HofiF loc. cU., I, 110.) 




CHEMICAL EQUIUBRIUM 



|H,| 


[U\ 


IHli 


K 


0.0268 


0-0,190 


0.0177 


(0.016) 


0.0,986 


0,0,203 


0.0328 


O.OIS 




0.0,783 


0,0337 




0-0,175 


0-OlH 


0.0315 


0.020 


0.0,653 


0.0204 


0.0236 


0.024 


0.0,266 


0.0242 


0,0203 


(0,016) 




The mechanical significance of the raised powers of the con- 
centrations of componenta, two or more molecules of which take 
part in a reaction as indicated, will be diacuased further on, in 
connection with a case of equilibrium between an electrolyte and 
its ions (Chapter VI, p. 102). 

Limitations to the Law of Chemical Equilibrium. ^ Quite in agreement 
with the interpretation of the law ot chemical equilibrium from the view-point 
of the kinetic theory, it is found that, in its appUcations, one muat take into 
consideration the poaaibility, that moleculai attractions (p. 27) or other impor- 
tant forces of attraction or repulsion (e.g. electrical) of a more than nectiiphle 
m^nitude eitiat between the nioieculea ot the components in a reversible reac- 
tion. If BUch forces are involved, suitable allowance must bo made for them, 
so that the mathcmaticiil formulation of the law may express the facts of 
observation.' For these reasons, tlie law, in its simplest terms, which, alone, 
can be considered here, holds for the relations oblainirtg in dilvie systems' 
(dilut« solutions or gases that are not too strongly compressed), and in syii' 
term invotving only naneleetrolytei m only weak ionogens, more generally than for 
the relations in concentrated solutions (or strongly compressed gases) or in 
systems, in which electrically charged particles (ions) are present in large pro- 
portions (see below, p. 108). 



L 



The Factors of the Law of Chemical Equilibrium. — Inspection 
of the mathematical expression of the law of chemical equilibrium 
(p. 91} shows that there are two significant kinds of factors in it: 
first, the equilibrium constant, whose value depends only on the 
nature of the substancea involved and on the temperature.' In 

' The fundamental meaning of the law is most accurately defined in ther- 
modynamic terms, that is, in terras of the work or energy relations connected 
with changes of gaseous or osmotic pressures. 

> Van't Hoff, loc. cil.. I, 104, 159, etc. 

' In regard to the variations of the equilibrium constant with changes of 
temperature and the relations which govern these changes see Smith's Inor- 
ganic Chemittry (1909), p. 260. 
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the second place, we have concentration factors, which, to a large 
extent,^ may be varied at will. 

The following experiments may be used to illustrate the signifi- 
cance of the two classes of factors: Phosphorus pentabromide 
is partially decomposed by heat into the tribromide and bromine 
(a case of gaseous dissociation) : 

PBrg <=± PBra + Brj. 

Phosphorus trichlordibromide is decomposed more or less, in a 
similar fashion, into the components phosphorus trichloride and 
bromine, according to the equation 

PCUBrz <=± PCU + Br2. 

For the condition of equilibrium in the two cases we have 

[PBr,] X [Brj^ _ [PCI»] X [Brj'^ _ , 

[PBrd ~^' ^^"^ [PCl,Brd ~ "*' 

Exp. Two tubes containing equivalent quantities of the two bromides 
are placed side by side in warm water.* The tube containing the trichlordi- 
bromide is found to be much more intensely colored by free bromine than 
that containing the pentabromide. 

The intensity of the color of the bromine vapor shows that the 
concentration of bromine, [Br2]", in the PCl3Br2 tube, is greater 
than the corresponding concentration, [Br2]', in the PBfs tube. As 
a molecule of pentahalide PX5 dissociates into one molecule of 
PX3 and one molecule of X2, [PCI3] equals [Br2]" and is greater 
than [PBrs], which is equal to [Br2]'. Further, more of the pen- 
tabromide than of the trichlordibromide must be left imdecom- 
posed, i.e. [PCl3Br2] is smaller than PBrs. Since the factors in the 
numerator of the second equation are both larger, and the factor in 
the denominator smaller, than the corresponding factors in the first 
equation, ^2 must he greater than fci. These constants are thus seen 
to be a measure of the chemical stability of these pentahalides. 
It is evident, too, that in reactions which depend on the presence 
of free bromine, such as the bromination of many organic com- 
pounds, the trichlordibromide should be more effective than the 
equivalent quantity of the pentabromide. 

^ The limitations are indicated in the preceding section. 
« Stieglitz, Am. Chem. J., 23, 406 (1900). 
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In the second place, if we were to introduce into either tube, 
for instance into the tube containing the phosphorus trichlordi- 
bromidc, an excess of one of the dissociation -pToducts, say an excess 
of phosphorus trichloride, then the condition of equilibrium would 
necessarily be disturbed: 

V [FCU] X [Br,]' . 
[PClsBrs] 

in which the bracketed symbols represent the concentrations of the 
first experiment. The velocities of the two opposite reactions 
would be no longer equal, the combination of trichloride with bro- 
mine would be accelerated by the increased concentration of the 
former. Here, equilibrium would only be reestablished when the 
trichloride and bromine had combined to a aufGcient extent to make 
jj/[PCl3]-x! X j[Br,r-a;i _, 

![PCl,Br,]+xi 
in which x represents the number of moles of additional phosphorus 
trichlordibromide formed in unit volume by the combination of 
bromine with phosphorus trichloride. The net resuU is seen to be 
that an increase in the concentraiion of the one dissociation product 
eo ipso reduces the concentraiion of the other dissociation product. 

Exp. a third tube charged with the same quantity of phospborus tri- 
chlordibromide as the tube mentiooed above, and with an added exceea of 
phosphorus trichloride, is placed in the warm water next to the tube contain- 
ing the trichlordibromide. Ita color is much paler than that of the latter, 
owing to the suppression of ffee bromine.' 

The concentration of the free bromine, i[Brj]'— xj, under the 
new conditions of equilibrium, is smaller than the original con- 
centration [Bral' — a result confirmed by experience. /( is in our 
power, therefore, arbitrarily to change the concentraiion of a reacting 
component, in a case of equilibrium, and tkiis to affect ike reactivity 
of the system; for iastancc, for brorainating purposes, the new 
system would be less effective than the original one, and it might 
be of especial service where bromination is to be avoided. 

In the cases studied, are found the two fundamentally important 

relations expressed by the law of equilibrium: ike equilibrium 

coTislanl is a measure of the st(Aility of a certain system and, in a 

way, of its reactivity at a given temperature; and the concentration 

' Vide Sticglitz, loc. cU. 
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factors are variables, which we may change to a very consider- 
able extent, so as, to a certain degree, to subject the system to om* 
own purposes. We shall repeatedly have occasion to refer to 
these two fundamental relations and we shall use them again and 
again in our analytical work. 

Chemical Equilibrium of Electrol3rtes. — Ionization of an 
electrolyte is a reversible chemical action and its relation to the 
law of chemical equilibrium will now be discussed. For acetic 
acid, ionization into hydrogen and acetate ions occurs thus: 
CH3CO2H ^ CH3C02~ + H+, and, in accordance with the law of 
equilibrium, at a given temperature, the following relation would 
hold: 

[Hi X [CH3CO2-] _ ^ 

[CH3CO2H] "" -*^»o^^«^*io^- 

If the total concentration of the acid is known, the concentrations 
of the ions and of the non-ionized acid may be calculated from the 
conductivity of the solution. For instance, if 60 grams of acetic 
acid (1 mole) is dissolved in sufficient water to make 10 liters, 
the equivalent conductivity of the solution (p. 50) is found to be 
4.67 reciprocal ohms at 18°. The maximum conductivity of one 
mole of acetic acid, at infinite dilution, when all the acid would be 
ionized, would be 347. Therefore, in the acid under examination, 
4.67/347, or 1.34 per cent, is ionized (p. 50). Since the total 
concentration of the acid is 0.1 mole per liter and 1.34 per cent is 
ionized, the concentration of the hydrogen-ion, [H+], is 0.1 X 0.0134, 
and that of the acetate-ion, [CH3C02~], is the same. The con- 
centration of the non-ionized acetic acid, [CH3CO2H], is 0.1 X 
0.9866. If these values are inserted in the equation for the con- 
dition of equilibrium, we have 

(0.1 X 0.0134)^ _ _nn i«9 

0.1 X 0.9866 "" ^'^^-^«^'^^- - u.U4i»^. 

From this experimental result, the equilibrium constant, which is 
called the ionization constant of the acid, is found to have the value 
O.O4I82. If the ratio [H+] X [CHsCOai/lCHsCOsH] really is a 
constant, the same value, within the limits of experimental errors, 
should be obtained from acetic acid in other concentrations. Now, 
if the above solution is diluted to ten times its volume, the con- 
centration of the acid is made 0.01 mole per liter, the conductivity 



is found to have increased to 14.5 reciprocal oIimB, and the per- 
centage of ionized acid is then 14.5/347, or 4.17. Here, [H+] and 
[CHsCOai = 0.01 X 0.0417 and [CH3CO2HI = 0.01 X 0.9583. In- 
serting these values in our general equation and calculating the 
result, we obtain 0,04181 as the value of the constant. In the 
following table ' are given the molar conductivities, A (column 2), 
of acetic acid of varying concentrations, m (column 1). The degrees 
of ionization, a, and the ionization conistant, cal«;ulated according 
to the equilibrium equation, are given in columns 3 and 4. 

lONIKATlON OF AcETiC AciD. Aa, = 347. 



.. 


.. 


™,. 


K. 


0.1 

0^03 

0.01 


4.67 
5-32 
8.50 
14.60 


1.34 
1.50 
2,45 

4.17 


0.0,182 
0-0.183 
0.0,185 
0.0,181 



It ia evident, that a constant value is found for the ratio [H+J X 
[CHaG02-]/[CHaC0jH] and that the ionization of acetic acid, 
in these dilute solutions, obeys the law of chemical equilibrium.^ 
The equilibrium constant expresses in definite, quantitative terms 
the tendency of acetic acid to ionize in dilute solution. Examina- 
tion of other acids shows that there is an enormous range in the 
values found for their respective ionization constants. The con- 
stants are the best measure of the strength of the acids as acids. 
Obviously, the more readily acids in equivalent solutions ionize, 
the greater will be the concentration of the hydrogen-ion to which 
the characteristic acid properties are due, and the more pro- 
nounced (stronger) will be the exhibition of these properties. 
From the ionization constants one may calculate, for instance, 
the proportion in which two competing acids will neutralize a 
base, when the latter is used in quantity insufficient to neutralize 
both acids. 

 The table ia based on the results of Noyes and Cooper, given in " The 
Electrical Conductivity ot Aqueous Solutions," Carriegie InslUution PiMi- 
cofiorw, No. 63, pp. 138, 141 (1907). 

' Ostwald \Z. pkys. Cftem., 2, 278 (1888)], was the firat to develop this 
relation from the conductivity clata for so-called "weak acids," and the law 
of chemical equilibrium, holding in such and aimllar cases, is often called 
OtUoald'a Law o} Dilution. 
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Inspection of the equation for acetic acid, which is the typical 
equilibrium equation for all monobasic acids, shows that the greater 
the degrees of ionization of acids are in equivalent solutions, i.e. 
the greater the concentrations of the hydrogen-ion which their 
ionization produces in equivalent solutions, the larger will be the 
values of their ionization constants. The acids with the larger 
constants are, then, the stronger acids. 

The lonization of Various Acids. — The table given on page 
104 shows the ionization constants for a number of acids of in- 
terest in analysis. Before proceeding to give the table, we must 
consider further two important points. 

In the first place, for the strongest acids, such as hydrochloric, 
nitric, hydrobromic and similar acids, chemists have been imable 
to determine ionization constants on the basis of the law of chemi- 
cal equilibrium. Strong acids, strong bases and most salts (see 
pp. 106-8, below), the three classes comprising all the very readily 
ionizable electrolytes, do not give constants when the values of the 
equilibrium ratio,^ [Cation] X [Anion] /[Molecules], are calculated for 
diflferent concentrations, and they therefore do not ionize simply in 
accordance with the law of chemical equilibrium. The reasons for 
this abnormal behavior will be discussed presently (p. 108), when 
other necessary facts are before us. In order to have, at least, a 
rough basis for comparison of these strong acids with the weak 
ones, which do obey the law of chemical equilibrium, the table 
will give for the strong acids the value of the above ratio as calculated 
from their ionization in 0.1 molar solutions. 

The lonization of Polybasic Acids. — In the second place, 
the meaning of the constants for polybasic adds, such as sulphuric, 
phosphoric, carbonic and similar acids, requires explanation. 
The relations for carbonic acid will be first developed, as repre- 
senting a typical case. Carbonic acid, in ionizing, forms the 
carbonate-ion CO3", and the hydrogen-ion, as expressed in the 

^ The equilibrium ratio, used as an illustration in the text, is the equili- 
brium ratio for monobasic acids. For polybasic acids, the ratio would have 
the form demanded by the rule given p. 94. For instance, for HjX <z± 2 H+ 
+ X=, the expression [H+]* X [X=]/1H2X] should be constant, provided the 
ionization occurs according to the law of chemical equilibrium in its simplest 
terms. In point of fact, for strong acids, this ratio holds as little as does the 
equilibrium ratio for the monobasic acids. 
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equation' HaC03<=t2H+ + C0|. According to the law of chemi- 
cal equiUbrium for the case where a product (here the hydrogen- 
ion) appears twice on one side of the reaction equation, we have, 
for the condition of equilibrium (p. 94) 
[Hj^ X [CO?) 
[H.COs] 
We may ask, however, whether both the hydrogen atoms of 
carbonic acid show the same tendency lo ionize, or, since there is 
a vast difference in the ease of ionization of different acids, whether 
there is not also a difference in the ease of ionization of the dif- 
ferent hydrogen atoms in a polybasic acid. As a matter of experi- 
ment, we find that a molecule of carbonic acid does ionize, first, 
and more readily, into one hydrogen ion and an add carbonate 
ion HC07, according to H1CO3 ;^ H+ + HCO7. 
For this reversible reaction we have' 
[H+] X [HCOl] 
[HiCOd 
The value of this constant,^ called the primary ionization constant 
of carbonic acid, is 0.0s3. 

The acid carbonate-ion HCO7, in turn, is ionized to a certain 
extent, producing another hydrogen ion and the carbonate-ion, 
COT. We have HCOt s=! H+ + CO;, and 
[H+] X [CO;l 
[HCOil 
The value of this constant*, called the constant of the secondary 
' Owing to the instability of carbooic acid, which breaks down into carbon 
dionde and water (HiCOij^iHiO + CO;), the carbonic acid is, in turn, in 
equilibrium with the carbon dioxide. For the sake of simplicity, this relation 
is Dot inoluded in the detailed discuBsion, and wlierever the symbols HgCOi 
and [HjCOj] are used, they are intended to represent the total carbonic add, 
present as such and us carbon dioidde. The detailed discussion of the compli- 
cation mentioned will be given in connectioD with the analogous case of 
ammonium hydroxide and ammonia, and, as will be shown there, with the 
significance jugl attached la the symbols, the relations developed in the text 
L are a rigorous expression of the facts. 

I * IH'*'], in all the equations used, represents as usual, the total concentra' 

I tion of hydrogen-ion. 

1 « Walker and Comack, J. Chem. Soc. (London), TI, 20 (1000), 

I • McCoy, Am. Chem. J.. 29, 437 (1903); Stieglitz, Camegw 

I PvliUealiom, No. 107, p. 245 (1009). 
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ionization of carbonic acid, is O.Oio7, which has about one four-thou- 
sandth of the value of the constant for the primary ionization. 
If we combine equations (2) and (3) we have 

[Hi X [HCO3 ] X [Hi X [COi] _ . 

[H2CO3] X [HCO3] - ^1 ^ ^» W 

or 

[H+]2 X [COJ] 



= K. 



[H2CO3] 

This is equation (1), derived originally by the application of the 
law of mass action to the relation between the carbonate-ion, 
COf , the hydrogen-ion, and carbonic acid, H2CO3. 

This relation, and, in particular, the significant squaring of the 
concentration of the hydrogen-ion, an ion which appears twice in the 
equation for the formation of carbonic acid from carbonate and 
hydrogen ions, (2 H+ + CO7 ^ H2CO3), may now be interpreted 
mechanically (p. 92) as follows: For the formation of carbonic acid 
from a carbonate ion and two hydrogen ions, a carbonate ion must 
collide and combine first with one hydrogen ion, and the velocity 
for the formation of this intermediate product, HCO?, will be 
proportional to the (total) concentration of the hydrogen ions; 
the product, HCO7, to form H2CO3, must collide and combine with 
a hydrogen ion once more, and this combination will proceed with 
a velocity again proportional to the (total) concentration of the 
hydrogen ions. So the velocity for the transformation of COf into 
H2CO3 will be proportional twice over to the (total) concentration 
of the hydrogen ions — as well as, in the usual fashion, to the 
concentration of the carbonate ions present at any moment. 

It is a general principle that the primary ionization of polyvalent 
adds occurs more readily than the secondary j and this in turn more 
readily than the tertiary (if a third ionizable hydrogen atom is 
present in the acid). 

In the case of phosphoric acid, for instance, the primary ionization into the 
hydrogen-ion and the dihydrogen-phosphate-ion, H2P04~, takes place so 
readily that phosphoric acid reacts strongly acid^ to methyl orange,* the 

^ In a solution of phosphoric acid, all the possible forms of ionization, de- 
scribed in the text, occur simultaneously, but the secondary and tertiary 
forms of ionization, as far as the concentration of the hydrogen-ion is con- 
cerned, are entirely subordinate to the primary ionization. 

• Vide footnote, p. 79. 




concentration of hydrogen-ii 
(see Exp. below). 

When phoHphoric acid is neutralized by one equivalent o! a base, say of 
sodium hydroxide, the salt formed, sodium dihydrogeii-phoapliatc, NaH;POi, 
yields sodium-ion and dihydrogen-phoap hate-ion, HiPO,-. The latter is 
ionised somewhat into H+ and the bivalent hydrogen-phosphate-ion, HPOi". 
The ionization of the ion HjPOj- is now the chief source of supply of 
hydrogen-ion (the further ionization of HPOi= is practically negligible here) 
and it is ionized so little that the solution of NaH:PO( no longer changes the 
color of methyl orange (see ExP. helow). The solution is, however, acid to 
the indicator phenol phthatein, which is much more sensitive to the hydrogen- 
ion and will show the presence of much smaller concentrationH of it than will 
methyl orange. The addition of a second equivalent of sodium hydroxide 
to the solution converts NaHjPO, into NajHPOj. This salt gives sodium- 
ion and the hydrogen-phoaphate-ion HPOj=, which, in turn, is ionized only 
very slightly, producing phoaphate-ion P0,-~, and again hydrogen-ion. 
The ioniiation of HPOi^ is so slight, however, and the concentration of the 
hydrogen-ion, therefore, so minute, that the solution does not react acid even 
to the sensitive indicator phenol phthalein. 

Exp. Methyl orange (very little) is added to 10 c.c. of a 0.1 molar solu- 
tion of phosphoric acid and 10 c.c. of 0.1 molar sodium hydroxide solution 
is added to the mixture; the color will be found to change from the acid to 
the neutral tint just as the last drop or two of the alkali are added. Fhenol- 
phthalela is then added to the mixture and 10 c.c. more of the 0.1 molar 
sodium hydroxide solution are required to change the color of the mixture to 
a pronounced pink (alkaline) tint. 

Even sulphuric acid, although its two hydrogen atoms are ionized very 
easily, making sulphuric acid a strong acid, shows a difference in the ease 
of ionization of the two hydrogen atoma. Since ionization, in general, ia 
favored by dilution, we find that in the caae of such a strong acid the differ- 
ence is most marked in more concentrated solutions, the smaller amount of 
water starting the ionization in the more favored direction and producing first, 
chiefly, hydrogen-sulphate ions, HSOi~. When the solution ia diluted, the hy- 
drogen-sulphate ions are to a very considerable extent dissociated into aulphate 
tons and hydrogen ions. The described change in ionization can be roughly 
followed with the aid of an insoluble sulphate like barium sulphate. Barium 
sulphate, while very insoluble in water, dissolves in rather strong sulphuric 
acid to form the acid sulphate, Ba(HSOi)i, the SO*" ion of the sulphate 
being more or less suppressed by uniting with hydrogen-ion. We have the 
action 

BaSO, izi Ba++ -|- SOr and Ba++ -1- S0.= -|- H+ -|- H807 !^ Ba++ -|- 2 HSOr. 
If the solution of the acid sulphate ia poured into a large volume of water, ba- 
rium Bulphate is immediately rcprecipitated, t)jc hydrogcn-aulphate-ion being 
dissociated, in the dilute solution, into hydrogen-ion and sulphate-ion, SOr> 
whose banum salt is so difficultly soluble: 

B«++-J-2HSO,-->Ba++-|-2H+-l-2SO,- — BaSO.i +2H+-I-S0.-. 
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Exp. Finely divided barium sulphate ia warmed for a moment with a few 
cubic centimeters of concentrated sulphuric acid in a test tube, the mixtUK 
is allowed to settle, and some of the clear acid is carefully decanted into a larse 
beaker full of water. 

It may be added, that while the primary ionization of sulphuric acid does 
not yield an equilibrium constant for the ratio [H+]X [HSO* J/tHjSOJ, even 
such a strong acid as is sulphuric acid is found to give a fdriy good constant' 
for [H+l X ISOTJ/IHSO,-). The value of this constant' is 0.03. 

The lonizatioti Constants* of Acids 



Hydrochloric . . 
flydrobromic . . 

Hydroiodic. ... 

Nitric 

Chromic' 

Sulphuric '».... 

Oialic' 

Phosphoric • . . . 



H+]X 
H+]X 
H+]X 
H+lX 
H+IX 
[H+lX 
H+)X 



Araenic '. . . 
Nitrous'. . 

Carbonic ' ' 



Hydrogen aulphiile ' ' 

Hydrocyanic 

Arsenious 

Water"' 



Cn/[HCI| 

Br-J/[flBr] 

n/[Hli 

NOi-|/[HNO,] 

HCrOi-V[H,CrO*] 

CrOri/[HCr07] 

HSOr|/iH,SO,| 

H+]X[SOi-]/[HSOri 

H+]XHCsOr|/IH,CiO,I 

H+]X[C,Oi-l/[HC,Ori 

H+]X[H,POr]/!H,PO*I 

IH+]xrHPO7l/[H,P071 

[H+]XtPOr-]/[HPOr| 

[H+)X lH,ABOi']/[H,AsO,] 

[H+|XiNOri/|HNO,l 

IH+jX |CH,COri/[CHsCO!H] 

[H+]x[Hcori/![H,co,i+[co,]! . 
X C0i-]/[HC0n 

XSH-J/IHiS] 

XS=)/[SH-1 

X H,BO^]/[H,BO,I 

X CN-]/[HCNI 

X H,AaOr]/[H,AsO,| 

X[HO-l/[H,0]at25° 

at 100° 

[H+]X[HO-]at 25° 

at 100° 



[H+ 



0i,5 



Z20?l'9C 



> NoyeB BDd Ermhuid, Cameaii ImliMion PubUcaliom. 63, 27* 1,1901). < Luther, Z. BUk- 
eh.. IS, 2»« (lff07). > ChandJer (McCoy). J. Am. Chtm. Soc. SO, 713 (IBOS). • Abbot and 
IV. iiid.. SI, 7B0(190»). > SeerelereuceB. Nnyea, iMd., 33. SOO (ISIO). • See abavc, p. B«. 
J. Ctim. Soc. (London). TT. S (l»00). • McCoy. Am. Chm.. J.. 19, 4SS (1903); 
Carnegie Intliluliaa Pubticaliont. IDT. 243 (1909).  Au?rbB[:h, Z. phya. CAcm., 4S, 
). " Kdoi, in Abegg's laboraUny. Tram. Farnday Sac.. 1. 43 I190S). " Wide p. SB. 

' Luther, Z. EleklToehem., 3, 296 {1907). Noyes and Eaatman, CamegU 
Imlilution PublicaHom, 63, 274 (1907). Noyes and Stewart, J. Am. Chem. 
Ax;., 32, 1133 (1910). 

' As explained on p. 100, the bracketed values given for the strong adds 
are not constants, but expreaa the values of the ratios [H+] X [Anion] /[Acid] 
for 0.1 mohT tohitUme. 



The difference in the tendencies of acids to ionize, as expressed 
in the table, may be recognized in equivalent solutions by any 
of the properties dependent on the ionization, such as the con- 
ductivity, the chemical activity, the osmotic pressure and allied 
effects, and so forth. If the conductivities of equal volumes of 
equivalent {e. g. normal) solutions of hydrochloric, phosphoric and 
acetic acids are compared (exp.) ', it is readily seen that hydro- 
chloric acid is the best conductor, phosphoric acid a much poorer 
one, and acetic acid an exceedingly poor one (the conductivity of 
normal acetic acid is about 3J5 that of normal hydrochloric acid, 
and the conductivity of normal phosphoric acid is about -^ that 
of normal hydrochloric acid). Since the conductivity is approxi- 
mately proportional to the concentration of the hydrogen-ion' in 
each of the solutions, it is evident that the hydrochloric acid is 
ionized to a considerably greater extent than either of the other 
acids — than acetic acid, in particular. Similarly, if a drop (0.05 
c.c.) of molar hydrochloric acid and a drop of molar acetic acid are 
added to equal volumes {50 c.c.) of a very dilute solution of 
methyl orange (exp.), the color will be changed decidedly by the 
hydrochloric acid to a bright pink, but by the acetic acid only to 
an orange hue. Again, if a precipitate of barium chromate or cal- 
cium oxalate is treated with some strong acid, hydrochloric or 
nitric, for instance, it dissolves readily, while a considerable excess 
of acetic acid (exp.) only dissolves traces of either precipitate.' In 
thia way, the chemical behavior of these acids differs in degree, as 
a result of the different tendencies to ionize, which are expressed 
in the constants of the table. Advantage is taken, in analysis, of 
such differences. Acetic acid, for instance, is used when only a 
slight degree of acidity is desired — as in recognizing barium-ion by 
its chromate, or oxalic acid by means of its calcium salt. Hydro- 
chloric or nitric acid is used when decided acidity is required — 
as in the separation of groups by hydrogen sulphide (Chap. XI). 

The Ionization of Bases. — The same relations hold for 
bases as for acids: the weaker bases give ionization constants as 

' The apfiaratus deacribed on p. 77 is used. VMe Noyea and Blanuhard, 

' Hydrogen ions move five to ten times as fast as the anions and cany 
80-90 per cent of the current; see p. 56. 

' The solution of these aalt« is due to the action of hydrogen ioos on their 
anions; see Chap. VIII. 
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do the weaker acids; the strong bases, again, as was mentioned 
above, do not give constants. The values for strong bases, stated 
in the following table, are bracketed, and refer to the ionization 
in 0.1 molar solutions of the bases. Polyvalent bases, like poly- 
basic acids, ionize in stages, and the primary ionization is usually 
stronger than the secondary ionization, and so forth. For in- 
stance, a study of ferric chloride solution shows that the third 
hydroxide group of ferric hydroxide, Fe(0H)8, must have the 
smallest ionization constant.^ 

The Ionization Constants^ of Bases 




Potassium hydroxide . . . 

Sodium hydroxide 

Barium hydroxide 

Strontium hydroxide . . . 

Calcium hydroxide* 

Ammonium hydroxide'* 

Hydrazine* 

Aniline • 

Water 



[K+]X[HO-]/lKOH] 

[Na+]X[HO-J/[NaOHl 

[Ba++]X [H0-]V[Ba(0H)2] 

[Sr++]X[H0-]V[Sr(0H)2] 

[Ca++]X[H0-]V[Ca(0H)2] 

[NH4+I X [HO-]/ { [NH4OH] 4- [NH3] I . 

[N2H6+]X[HO-]/HN2H60H]+[N2H4]5 . 
[CeHfiNHs+l X [HO-]/ \ [CeHfiNHaOHJ 

+ [C6H6NH2]{ 

[H+]X[H(>-]/[H20] at 25** 

at 100** 

[H+]X[H(>-]at25*» 

at 100** 



(1) 

(1) 

(0.03) 

(0.03) 

(0.03) 

0.0«18 

0.0t3 

0.0»6 

0.0i62 

0.0u9 

0.0i,12 

0.0ii5 



1 As explained above, the bracketed values under K for strong bases are not constants, 
but express the values of the ratios for 0.1 molar aoluiions only. (For the alkaline earths 
0.05 molar solutions are referred to.) 2 Estimated value. • Vide page 160. * Corrected value, 
from Bredig's diata, Z. phya. Chem., 13, 322 (1894). A. A. Noyes, Carnegie Institution, Publi- 
cation No. 63, p. 178, finds the value 0.04173 for 18°. » Uncorrected value, Bredig, ibid. 
s Bredig, ibid.; Stieglitz and Derby, Am. Chem. J., 31, 457 (1904). 

WJiile the constants of a large number of organic bases ^ have 
been determined few constants of inorganic bases are as yet 
known. The fact that the majority of inorganic bases are polyva- 
lent and difficultly soluble has made their examination in this 
respect more difficult. From the study of the decomposition of 
salts by water (see Chapter X), the trivalent bases, such as 

1 Goodwin, Z. phys. Ckem., 21, 1 (1896). 

* See Kohlrausch and Holborn, loc. dt., p. 194. Their values for K (laat 
column) must be divided by 100 to express the constants in terms of the 
same units as those used in the above table. 



ferric hydroxide and aluminium hydroxide, are found to be much 
weaker than bivalent bases like cadmium, zinc and lead hydrox- 
ides,' but the data are not sufficient for the calculation of any con- 
stants, or for distinguishing between the ionization of the first, 
second and third hydroxide groups. 

The difference in ionization and in chemical activity between 
a strong base, like sodium or potassium hydroxide, and a weak 
base, like ammonium hydroxide, baa already been discussed and 
illustrated (see p. 77). In analysis, advantage is frequently taken 
of these relations.^ 

The Ionization of Salts. — While we read and hear a good 
deal about strong and weak acids, and strong and weak bases, the 
expression "strong" or "weak" salt is never heard; as a matter 
of fact, all salts, with very few exceptions, ionize exceedingly 
readily — about as readily as the strongest acids and bases. There 
are minor differences, but none of great moment — none of the kind 
indicated by the wide range of constants for the acids and bases. 
There are only a few important exceptions to this general rule — 
the most important ones, among the common salts, being mercuric 
chloride and mercuric cyanide: their exceptional behavior in 
regard to ionization, as indicated by their conductivities (see 
below), is found side by side with an exceptional chemical be- 
havior, exactly as the theory of ionization would lead us to antici- 
pate, and it renders necessary certain precautions, particularly in 
analytical work, which will be discussed later (Chap. VI). Ordinary 
salts are all ionized readily: for instance, whereas acetic acid in 
molar solution is ionized only to the extent of 0.37 per cent, 
its salts are highly ionized, the degree of ionization of sodium 
acetate, for example, being 52.8% in molar solution. As in the 
case of the strong acids and bases, salts of the type MeX, which 
ionize according to the equation MeX i^ Me+ -|- X" and which, 
according to the law of chemical equilibrium, might be expected 
to give a constant ratio [Me+]pC-]/[MeX], do not give a constant 
ratio. That is, when the values obtained for the concentrations of 
the ions and of the nondissociated molecules, in solutions of various 

' J. H. Long, J. Am. Chem. Soc., 18, 693 (1896). Ley, Z. phys. Chem., 
SO, 322 (1899) ; Bruner, ibid., 32, 133 (1900) ; Walker, J. Chem. Soc., (London), 
67, SS5 (1895). 

* iDttanoeB are found in the laboratory experiments, Parte III and IV. 
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strengths, are substituted in this formula, different values are ob- 
tained.^ For potassium chloride, we have the following relations: 



Molar 
Concentration. 


CJonductivity. 


Per cent 
Ionized. 


Ratio. 


0. 

0.001 

0.01 

0.05 

0.10 

0.20 

0.50 

1.00 


131.2 
127.6 
122.5 
115.9 
111.9 
107.7 
102.3 
98.2 


100 
97.3 
93.4 
88.4 
85.1 
82.1 
77.9 
74.9 




0.035 

0.130 

0.335 

0.485 

0.754 

1.38 

2.23 



The lonization of Strong Electrolytes and the Law of Chemical 
Equilibrium. — The fact that the ionization of good electrolytes 
does not seem to conform to the law of chemical equilibrium is an 
exceedingly important one — it is, perhaps, the most important 
problem demanding rigorous investigation, which is before chemists 
at the present time. It has been used as an argument against the 
whole theory of ionization, and is the most important objection 
that has been urged against it. But, to the impartial observer, 
this single discrepancy, between observation and what we might 
have anticipated, will only prove a stronger stimulus to keener 
investigation and to more rigorous analysis of relations, since the 
latter are more complex than was at first expected. Without 
considering the mass of evidence in favor of the theory, found in 
other fields of chemistry and in physics, a part of which has been 
given above, we must remember that this fundamental law of 
chemical equilibrium has already decided unequivocally in favor 
of the theory in hundreds of cases of the ionization of weak acids 
and weak bases ^ and that these are the cases where the conditions 
are most simple.^ 

^ The ionization of salts of other types, e.g. MeX2, Me2Y, etc., likewise fails 
to conform to the law of chemical equilibrium. 

* See below (pp. 112-4), also, further, confirmatory evidence, derived 
from the application of the same law to the influence upon the degree of ion- 
ization of weak acids and weak bases, exerted by the presence of their own 
salts. 

' See below, in regard to evidence that the disturbing factors, predominant 
with strong electrol3rtes, are exhibited in much slighter, but perceptible measure 
in the case of the weak electrolytes. 



LIBRIUM 

It would lead too far from our subject to enter into a full discusaion of this 
important question. It will be sutEcient here t« indicate two directions of 
inquiry, which promise to lead to an explanation of the apparent contradiction 
between the denianda of the law of chemical equihbrium and the ionization 
of strong electrolytes. 

In the firat place, the law of chemical equilibrium is based thermody- 
namically, i.e. from the point of view of the ultimate energy relations involved, 
on the assumption that none but negligible forces of attraction or repulsion 
exist between the molecules, whose concentrations are factors in the equilib- 
riuin equations (c/. p. 95).' Now, in solutions of electrolytes this condition 
is not strictly fulfilled under any circumstances; the attractions between ions 
of opposite chaige and the repulsions of ions of hke charge, as well as the 
effect of charged particles on neutral molecules, come into play. For strong 
electrolytes, where the proportion of charged particles is always a lai^e one, 
the deviations from the simpler conditions to which alone the law is really 
applicable must be very much greater than for weak electrolytes. It is, there- 
fore, probable that these electrical forces • are the source of the deviation of 
the ionization of strong electrolytes from the law of chemical equilibrium: 
although ionieation is a reversible reaction, forces come into play which make 
the simple law inapplicable, and it is altogether likely, therefore, that we shall 
find, when all the factors have been investigated, that strong electrolytes 
should not and cannot obey thin law alone.' In confirmation of this conclu- 
uon, recent careful calculations' have shown that entirely analogous deviations 
from the equilibrium law become perceptible in rather coneeninted solutions 
of weak electrolytes, such as acetic acid, in which there is an accumulation 
of charged particles, more nearly akin to that present in dilute solutions of 
strong electrolytes. So it appears more and snore certain that the deviations 
are a result of the presence of electrically charged components in the solutions, 
the amount of deviation depending on their concentration. 

The " Salt Effect" — In the second place,' it seems possible that the pres- 
ence of strong electrolytes in a solution may modify the ioaizing pouier of the 
aobient in such a way as to increase it, and to increase it the more, the more 
concentrated the ions are in the solution,' The ionizing power of solvents, 
ae has been explained, is intimately connected with their dielectric properties. 

' See also the interpretation of the law of chemical equilibrium from the 
viewpoint of the kinetic theory, Nemst, Theoretical CkemielTy, p. 428. 

' For a more detailed discusaion of these views, see Lehfeldt's Eleelro- 
chemistry (1904), pp. 78, 79. 

' Various empirical laws, expressing the behavior of strong electrolytes, have 
been suggested: see Nemst, Theoretical Chemistry, p. 498, as to Rudolphi's and 
van't Hoff's rules; see afeo A. A. Noyes, Report of the Congress of Arts and 
Science. IV, p. 316 (1904). 

' Wegscheider, Z. phys. Chem., 70 (I), 603 (1909). 

' It is possible that this effect is only another form of expressing the very 
relation discussed in the preceding paragraph. 

* Arrhenius, Z. ElelUTOchem., 6, ID (.1899) ; Z. phys. Chem., 31, 197 
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Now, s(^d aaUa have higher dielectric constants than has^ solid water, and 
the dielectric constant of a compound is usually much higher in the liquid 
than in the solid form.' It is possible, therefore, that the presence of salts 
in the solution increases the dielectric or, at any rate, the ionizing power of the 
solvent and there are many facts which would be explained by such a behavior. 
Unfortunately for any decision of the question, determinations of the dielec- 
tric constants of salt solutions have given contradictory results; the more 
recent, and possibly more reliable results of Drude' indicate that salt solu- 
tions show approximately the same dielectric behavior as water itself. Smale, 
in Nemst's laboratory, on the other hand, obtained results indicating that 
salt solutions have decidedly higher dielectric constants than pure water.^ 
A final decision in the matter would be of great importance.^ But, as ex- 
plained before (p. 64), there are other properties of a solvent which seem 
to be intimately related to its ionizing power and which may be modified by 
the presence of salts, i.e. of strong electrolytes. The value obtained for the 
proportion [Me+] X [X-]/[MeX] grows rapidly with increasing concentration, 
indicating a disproportionately large ionization in the more concentrated solu- 
tions — which is what one would expect, if electrolytes or their ions in some way 
increased the ionizing power of the medium. In agreement with such a con- 
clusion, Arrhenius found * that the ionization of weak acids, like acetic acid, is 
increased by the presence of foreign neutral salts, such as sodium chloride. 
This means, of course, that the strength of acetic acid, as an acid, is increased 
likewise. 

Exp. 0.5 c.c. of 0.1 molar acetic acid is added to 100 c.c. of a dilute 
solution of methyl orange in each of three test glasses. When some solid 
sodium chloride (3 grams, and then 3 grams more — altogether 0.1 mole) 
is added to the one solution, a plain increase in the intensity of the acid tint 
is observed.^ The addition of cane sugar to a second solution has no such 
effect. The addition of sodium chloride to a fourth portion of the methyl 
orange, to which no acetic acid has been added, shows that its color remains 
unchanged: the effect on the indicator in the first case, then, is the result of 
the action of the salt on the acetic acid.^ 

^ Salts have constants averaging about 7, and running from 5 to 28; the 
constant for ice is about 3. Landolt, Borstein, Meyerhoffer, Tabellen, p. 766 
(1905). 

« We have: Ice, 3, water (at 0°), 80; glacial acetic acid, 2.8, acetic acid 
(liquid), 10; cane sugar, 4, cane sugar in aqueous solution (40%), 67.5, (6.5%), 
45.3. Ibid. 

» Z. phys, Chem., 23, 280 (1897). 

« Wiedemann's Ann., 60, 625 (1897). 

5 See Walden, Z. phys. Chem., 61, 636 (1908), in regard to the difficulties 
of the problem. 

• Loc. cit, 

7 Cf. Szyszkowski, Z. phys. Chem., 68, 420 (1907). 

^ Arrhenius made a calculation of the effect, taking into account all the 
rather involved changes produced by the salt. Loc. cU, 



The so-called " salt-effect " on the ionization of ammonium hydroxide may 
be illustrated in a similar way. 

Exp. 5 c.c. of 0.1 molar ammonium hydroxide is added to each of two 
portions (100 c.c ) of o dilute solution of phenolphthalein. When some sodium 
chloride solution ia then added to one of the two portions, the basicity of 
the Golution is distinctly increased. The addition of sodium chloride to a 
third portion of the phenolphthalein solution shows that its own reaction 
to the indicator is neutral. 

If the iouiiing power of a. solvent is changed by the presence of an elec- 
trolyte, then the law of chemical equilibrium, in its simple form, would not 
apply to the ionization of such electrolytes in varying concentrations — as 
little as we should expect to obtain the same constant fur acetic acid in aqueous 
solution and in alcohohc solution, the ionizing power of alcohol being much 
smaller than that of water. The deviation from the law, naturally, would 
be most marked in the case of those electrolytes which ionize so easily aa 
readily to produce high concentrations of ions. 

It may be said that laws based on the electrical properties of salt 
solutions seem to be the predominating laws governing the ioniza- 
tion of electroiytea and modifying, in certain cases, the chemical 
laws based on the study of non-electrolytes.* 

For the purposes of qualitative analysis, it will suffice to bear 
in mind the fact that the ionization" of salts, strong acids and 
strong bases does not conform to the laws of mass action, and th« 
fact that practically all salts (with the notable exceptions, among 
common salts, given on p. 107) are very readily ionized in aqueous 
solution, namely to the extent of 40 to 85% in solutions of such 
moderate concentration as O.I molar." 

Some Applications of the Law of Chemical Equilibrium. — 
According to the discussions given above, for the ionization of 
acetic acid, CHjCOsH ^ CHjCC^ -1- H+ we have the relation 
[CHaCOj-] X [H+1 ^ 

[CHaCOiH] J^'°n"-«°"- 

' For instance, the principle of "ieohydric solutions," discovered by Arrhe- 
nius, has been established empirically and it involves relations which are in 
marked disagreement with the demands of the law of chemical equilibrium. 
Kwfc A. A. Noyes, Report of the Congress of ArU and Scieiuxs, IV, p. 318 (1904), 

' The moat reliable estimates of the concentrations of ions in these solutions 
are based on determinations of the degrees of ionization by means of conduc- 
tivity measurements (see Chap. IV, and the previous footnote). 

' Salts MeX ionise more readily (80-85% in 0. 1 molar solution) than do salts 
Me"Xi or MeiX" (50 to 70% in 0.1 molar solution), and these, again, more 
teadiiy than salta Me"X" (about 40% in 0.1 molar solution). 
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If the concentrations of the components are modified in any 
way, the condition of equilibrimn is disturbed and change will 
result, always toward the restoration of equilibrium. The changes, 
in the case of purely ionic actions, are found to take place with an 
enormous velocity, equilibrium being restored almost instantly. 

(1) If the solution of acetic acid, represented in the above 
equation, is diluted by an equal volume of water, the condition 
of equilibrium is disturbed: 

i [CHsCOr] X i [H+] 

i [CH3CO2H] ^ -^ionixation. 

The ratio is smaller than that required for equilibrium, and there 
will be a change towards increasing the ratio. The acid will 
ionize more rapidly than it will be formed from the acetate and 
hydrogen ions (which collide less frequently in the diluted solu- 
tion) and a new condition of equilibrium will be reached, when 
more of the acid is ionized. We found, as a matter of fact, that 
the more a solution of acetic acid is diluted, the larger is the pro- 
portion of ionized acid (see p. 99). 

(2) If the concentration of the acetate-ion is increased in the 

solution by the addition of a salt of acetic acid, say sodium acetate, 

we have] 

X [CHsCOl] X [H+] ^ ^ 

[CH3CO2H] ^ -^ionixation. 

The ratio is larger than allowed by the equilibrium law, and the 
acetate ions will combine with the hydrogen ions to form acetic 
acid more rapidly than the ions are formed from it, until equili- 
brium is reestablished. In a molar solution of acetic acid, 0.42% 
of the acid is ionized, and we have 

[CH3COF] X [H+] ^ 0. 0042 X 0.0042 ^^ ^ .q 
[CH3CO2H] 0.9958 ' 

If an equivalent quantity of sodium acetate should be added, i.e. 
one mole or 82 grams of the salt per liter, the salt being ionized 
to the extent of 53%, we would have 

0.534 X 0.0042 



0.9958 



> O.O4I8. 



The equilibrium constant will be satisfied (and the velocity of 
ionization of the acetic acid will become equal to the velocity of its 



formation from its ions) when' [CHbCOt] = 0.53, [H+] = 0.000,034 
and ICHsCOaH] =0.999,966. K we use two characteriBtic places 
in the decimals, we have 

0.53 X 0.000034 



1 



= 0.0,18. 



The most significant fact in the new condition of equilibrium ia 
the extremely small concentraiion of hydrogen-ion in the solution. 
Since the acid properties of acetic acid are due to its forming 
hydrogen-ion, we would conclude that such properties of acetic 
acid are very muck weakened by the presence of its own salts. 
This conclusion has been fully verified by careful quantitative 
measurements and can be demonstrated as follows*: 

Exp. To two of three portions of a. dilute solution of methyl orange 
equal quantities of acetic acid are added (e.g. 0.5 c.c. molar add), the third 
portion being reserved to show the color of the neutral eolution of the indi- 
cator. Now, if into one of the solutions, to which acetic acid has been added, 
a few crystals of sodium acetate are gradually dropped, the color reverts 
gradually to the color of the original neutral solution; the concentration of 
hydrogen-ion becomes so small, that it does not visibly aSect this iodicator, 
which ia not very sensitive to acids, (H*).' 

The solution, according to the views expressed, should sHU be very 
slightly acid, and by the use of an indicator (litmus paper) which 
is much more sensitive to the hydrogen-ion than is methyl orange, 
no difficulty is found in recognizing this fact also. As a matter 
of experiment, then, an acid like acetic acid is very muck weaker in 
the presence of its own salts than in their absence, and the equilibrium 
constant and the concentrations of the components used deter- 
mine the extent to which the hydrogen-ion is suppressed. The 
same must be true for all weak acids and similar relations must 

' The calculation ofthe condition of equilibrium can be made, with sufficient 
accuracy for our purpose, as follows: Tht denominator 0.9958 in the original 
proportion, being near its limit (its highest possible value is 1 la a molar 
Bolution), cannot change appreciably. Consequently, when the one factor 
in the numerator, [CH,COi"i, ia made 0.53/0.004-2, or 126 times as large as it 
L was, the other factor, [H+], to maintain a constant proportion, must be made 

I , Tl,th of ita original value and 0.0042/126 = 0.000,034. Fori more exact 

I work, the new concentrations of the three components way be found by 

I sulvilig a simple quadratic equation. 

I « KUster, Z. fur Ekktrochem., 4, 110 (1897). 

I 
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hold for all weak bases ^ — in general, weak adds and weak bases 
are very much weakened by the addition of their own salts. 

The importance of recognizing such changes, in considering 
analytical reactions, may be illustrated as follows: 

Exp. a solution of ferrous acetate (ferrous chloride with an equivalent 
quantity of sodium acetate) is treated with hydrogen sulphide; a precipitate 
of black ferrous sulphide is formed. A second portion of the solution is first 
decidedly acidified with acetic acid: hydrogen sulphide does not precipitate 
any ferrous sulphide. Some crystals of sodium or ammonium acetate are 
added to the mixture and a black precipitate of iron sulphide immediately 
£^pears around the salt as it dissolves, and on mixing the contents a heavy 
precipitate of the sulphide throughout the vessel is formed. 

It is evident that the addition of a neutral salt, containing the 
same negative ion as the added acid, inay completely reverse the 
net result of a test with hydrogen sulphide. 

(3) If the concentration of the hydrogen ions in the solution of 
acetic acid is increased by the addition of hydrochloric, or some 
other strong acid, equilibrium between the acetic acid and its 
ions will likewise be disturbed and the new condition of equili- 
brium will show a suppression of the acetate-ion. Instances of such 
action of a strong acid in suppressing the characteristic ions of weaker 
acids will be discussed in detail in connection with the analytical 
applications of hydrogen sulphide (Chap. XI), where the action 
is of peculiar importance. Strong bases have a similar effect on 
weak bases. 

(4) If one of the ions of acetic acid is suppressed by the addition 
of some agent, equilibrium is again destroyed and the resulting 
change is always in the direction of reestablishing a condition of 
equilibrium on the basis of the law of equilibrium. Instances of 
this common case, such as the neutralization of acetic or any other 
acid by a base, or the driving out of a weak acid, from its salts, 
by a strong acid, or of a weak base by a strong base, considered 
from the point of view of the equilibrium law, should be worked 
out by the student.^ 

^ See Part III for the application of this principle to ammonium hydroxide 
and its experimental confirmation. (C/. Arrhenius, Z. 'phys, Chem., 2, 28 
(1888); Stieglitz, Am. Chem. J., 23, 406 (1900).) 

* For instance, in the first place, the action of 0.1 mole of HCl on 0.1 mole 
of C2H302Na, dissolved in a liter of water, and, in the second place, the action 
of 0.1 mole of NaOH on 0.1 mole of NH4CI, in a liter of water, may be con- 
sidered. The strong electrolytes (HCl, C2H802Na, NaCl, NH4CI, NaOH) 



(5) The displacement of an acid {or base) in salts by another 
acid (or base) is subject always to the law that equilibrium is 
reached, when all the equilibrium constants are satisfied in the 
system. Very frequently, the application of the law will lead, 
apparently, to the incorrect eonelunion that the stronger acid (or 
base) will always displace, more or less completely, the weaker' — 
an inference, out of which grew, indeed, the characterization of 
acids and bases as strong and weak. Yet, when the laws of 
equilibrium, as the result of the peculiar values of constants, de- 
mand that, on the contrary, a strong acid or base should be dis- 
placed by a weak, or even a feeble one, we find that the change 
in this direction occurs with equal ease. Numerous instances 
will be given where a weak acid (or a weak base) does this to a 
certain extent (Chap. X), and others where precipitation of salts 
facilitates the action of weaker acids greatly by the introduction 
of new, physical constants. The following case of the liberation 
of hydrochloric acid by the exceedingly weak acid, hydrocyanic 
acid, is important because it shows a reversal of the common 
action without the formation of any precipitate, and especially 
because it brings out most strikingly the relations between ion- 
ization and chemical activity in a case of special importance to 
analytical chemists. 

The Exceptional looizatioa of Mercuric Cyanide and Its Con- 
Bequences. — We have found that practically all salts are very 
readily ionized. But it was mentioned that there are a few ex- 
ceptions to this rule, and mercuric chloride and especially mer- 
curic cyanide were named as the most important exceptions from 
the point of view of analytical chemistry. The difference in 
ionization between these two salts and ordinary salts may be 
shown readily by the apparatus previously used to demonstrate 
the difference in the ionization of various bases and acids. 

Ekp. Into the parallel tubes of the conductivity apparatus (p. 77) equivft' 
lent quantities 'of Bolutions of mercuric cyanide' Hg(CN)t, mercuric chloride 
may be takeu to be (roughly) 80% ionized. From the concentrations given 
and the constants involved, the direction and tbe presumable intensity of the 
main change in each of the two coses should be determined. 

' Instances of aucb displacement are given in the footnote. of the previous 
paragraph. 

' B.p. 50 c.c. of 0,2 molar Bolutions, 

• Mercuric cyanide and mercuric chloride are largely present in aqueoua 
»lutiou OS lUg(CN),], and [HgCI,],; see Chap. XII. 
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HgCU, and barium chloride BaCU, are introduced. The barium chloride 
represents an ordinary salt of the same type as the mercury salts, and the 
current passing through its solution makes the little lamp glow. The 
electrodes in the mercuric chloride solution must be brought quite close together 
before sufficient current will pass through the solution to bring its little 
lamp to redness. In the case of the cyanide we can, at most, get a faint, dull 
glow by bringing the electrodes together as closely as we can, without allow- 
ing them to touch each other and short-circuit the current. 

It is evident that these mercury salts are not as readily ion- 
izable as are ordinary salts. This difference, as may be antici- 
pated, shows itself also in the chemical behavior of their solutions 
and makes necessary special precautions on the part of the analyst 
in examining mercury compounds. For instance, whereas mer- 
curic oxide is readily precipitated by the addition of sodium 
hydroxide to solutions of the nitrate and even of the moderately 
ionized chloride, one fails to get a precipitate of oxide from the 
cyanide solution {exp,)^ and if we relied on this test, we should 
overlook the mercury entirely. That traces of the mercuric-ion 
are present, as indicated by the minimal conductivity of the 
cyanide, is confirmed by the fact that from the cyanide solution 
the sulphide, which is much less soluble than is the oxide, may 
be precipitated by the addition of ammonium sulphide (exp.). 
That the sulphide is in fact less soluble ^ than the oxide is shown 
by the conversion of the latter into the former by the action of 
ammonium sulphide (exp.). 

As a further result of the abnormally slight ionization of these 
mercury salts, the analyst, unless he is on his guard, may also 
have difficulty in discovering the presence of their negative ions. 
Thus, while sodium chloride readily gives hydrogen chloride 
when treated with concentrated sulphuric acid, mercuric chloride, 
although it is a soluble salt, does not {exp,), and reliance on 
this test alone might lead to a gross error.^ In the case of the 
cyanide, it is correspondingly difficult to recognize the cyanide- 

^ See Chapter VIII in regard to this proof that mercuric sulphide is less 
soluble than mercuric oxide and in regard to the question how, by a continuous 
disturbance of the equilibrium conditions, all the mercury may be precipitated 
from the cyanide solution as the sulphide, in spite of the very slight degree 
of ionization of the cyanide. 

* The chloride is, however, sufficiently ionized to make possible the pre- 
cipitation of the very insoluble silver chloride, when silver nitrate is added 
to its solution. 
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ion (see the laboratory experiment, Part III). The ordinary 
teats fail to show its presence until the mercury has been re- 
moved from the solution by precipitation as a sulphide. Mer- 
curic cyanide being a deadly poison which analysts are liable to 
meet and have met with in criminal cases, it is clear that a knowl- 
edge of these facts is vital to analytical accuracy. 

Now, the very slight ionization of mercuric cyanide enables us 
to realize, in the following experiment, the case where an exceed- 
ingly weak acid without the formation of any precipitate involv- 
ing [physical constants, may displace a much stronger acid from 
its salts. Hydrocyanic acid is one of the weakest acids (table, 
p. 104), the constant for the ratio [H+] X [CN-]/[HNC] being O.W. 
It b so weak an acid that the addition of a dilute solution to 
methyl orange will not redden the indicator, but will have only a 
barely perceptible effect on it (exp.). Mercuric chloride solu- 
tions also are almost neutral to methyl orange (exp.) (very slight 
decomposition of the salt by water makes the solution very 
slightly acid, not enough to produce more than an orange color 
with methyl orange). Now, mercuric chloride, while it is not 
very easily ionized, is, we found, very much more readily ionized 
than is mercuric cyanide. The consequence is that when we add 
hydrocyanic acid to a mercuric chloride solution, the equilibrium 
between mercuric chloride and its ions and between hydrocyanic 
acid and its ions will be decidedly displaced, the mercuricrion 
combining with the cyanide-ion to form the scarcely ionizable mer- 
tmric cyanide. As a result, more and more of the molecular mer- 
c chloride and hydrocyanic acid will be ionized; and since the 
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other ions, the chloride and the hydrogen 
ionizable electrolyte, hydrochloric acid, tkest 
nnU accumulate in the solution and we shall hi 
hydrochloric add liberated to make the solutit 

Exp. When the two aolutiona described above ai 
Bolution, colored a bright pink, results. 

In the following equations the dark arrows indicate the direc- 
tion in which the action goes when the solutions are mixed: 
HgClj 1=1 Hg-H- -I- 2C1- 

U2 HCN t=i 2 CN- -I- 2H+ 
IT U 

Hg(CN), 2HCI 




CHAPTER VII 

PHYSICAL OR HETEROGENEOUS EQUILXBRIUM. — THE 

COLLOIDAL CONDITION 

The law governing physical or heterogeneous equilibrium applies 
to all cases where, at a constant temperature, one and the same 
chemical substance is present in two or more physical conditions, 
or "phases,'' in contact and in equilibrium with each other. We 
have, for instance, the common case of a liquid, say water, in 
contact with its vapor, or the liquid in contact with its solid 
phase (ice) and its vapor; or, we may have a gas, say oxygen, 
in contact with its solution in some solvent like water. We may 
have a solid, like cane sugar, in contact with its solution. We 
may also have a substance like bromine, which is soluble both in 
chloroform and in water, present in both solutions at the same 
time, the two solutions being in contact but immiscible. These 
cases represent the most common types of systems to which the 
law of physical equilibrium may be applied, although the list 
has by no means been exhausted. The law of physical or hetero- 
geneous equilibrium states thai when one and the same chemical 
compound is present in two physical states or phases, as expressed 
in the equation /S»i<:^S2, then when equilibrium is reached, at a 
given temperature, the ratio of the concentrations of the substance 
in the two phases is some constant number: 

[Si] : [S2] = *. 

The bracketed symbols denote concentrations. 

It should be noted that the condition of equilibrium is inde- 
pendent of the total quantity ^ of substance present in either 
phase or in both phases; that is, provided the ratio of the concen- 
trations is maintained constant at a given temperature, the quan- 
tity of substance present in both phases or in either phase is variable. 
For instance, the condition of equilibrium between water and 

^ The ratio is affected somewhat by the fineness of division of liquids and 
solids as a result of surface tension phenomena, as explained below. 
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water vapor is independent of the quantity of water or of water 
vapor present: in a closed liter bottle containing water and water 
vapor, the ratio of tlie concentrations is maintained, irrespective 
of the question whether the bottle contains 10 c.c. of water and 
990 c.c. of vapor or 990 c.c. of water and 10 c.c. of vapor. 

The law is one of experience; instances of its application are 
given below. Its probable theoretical significance may be ex- 
plained mechanically with the aid of the kinetic theory of gases 
and solutions, as follows: If chloroform is added to a solution of 
bromine in water, the chloroform takes up part of the bromine 
and, if the mixture is vigorously shaken, a condition of equi- 
librium and a definite distribution of bromine between the two 
solvents will result (exp.^). Now, if one imagines a liter of the 
aqueous solution to contain one mole of bromine at some given 
temperature and to cover a liter of chloroform, the whole system 
being left to itaelf, then all the conditions affecting the migration 
of the bromine into the chloroform will be definite ones — the 
concentration of the bromine, the temperature, the surface be- 
tween the two solvents — and bromine will pass from the 
aqueous solution into the chloroform solution at a definite speed. 
We may call the quantity (in moles) of bromine which would 
enter the chloroform in one minute, if the concentration of the 
bromine m the water were kept constant (one mole) throughout 
the minute, the velocity of migration of the bromine — this velocity, 
like chemical velocity, representing a quantity, not a distance. 
The velocity being a definite one under these conditions, we have 
Hi = ki. Now, if all the conditions are left unaltered, except 
that the concentration of the bromine is changed, say kept at 
one-hundredth its original value, then only one one-hundredth as 
many molecules of bromine as in the first case will come into 
contact with the chloroform surface in unit time. The chances for 
migration are one one-hundredth as great, and the quantity 
entering the chloroform in unit time — the velocity of the change 

' An aqueous eolation of iodine and potassium iodide shaken with chloro- 
form gives similar results, and the difference in color between the two layers 
is an advantage for a lecture experiment. But the iodine is partially com- 
bined with the iodide, according to KI + Ii •=* KIi, or 1^ + Ij ;:ii Ij, and 
the thmiretical relations ore not so simple as for bromine in aqueous and 
chloroform solutions. 
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— will be one one-hundredth of the original velocity. In general, 
the velocity will he 'proportional to the concentration of the bromine 
[Br]aq. in the water at any moment and to the characteristic con- 
stant ki. 

Vi = [Br]aq X ki. 

On the other hand, if a solution of bromine in chloroform is 
covered with water, bromine enters the water (exp,).^ We would 
find, by the method of analysis used before, and for the same condi- 
tions, that the velocity of migration, V2, of the bromine into the 
water is also proportional to a characteristic constant, fe, and to 
the concentration of the bromine in the chloroform [Br]ch.. We 
have, therefore V2 = [Br]ch. X fe. 

Equilibrium between the two solutions will be reached when 

. Vi = t;2 or [Br]aq. X fci = [Br]ch. X fca, 

from which follows that ^ for the condition of equilibrium 

[Br]aq. ^b ^]c 
[Br]ch. ki 

Applications of the Law of Physical Eqtulibrium. — (1) The law 

of physical equilibrium may be applied first to the case of a liquid, 
say chloroform, in contact with its vapor. For the condition of 
equilibrium at a fixed temperature [CHCUlvap.: [CHClsliiq. = k. 

Now, at a fixed temperature, a pure liquid has a fixed concen- 
tration, its specific gravity being a definite one. Hence, for a fixed 
temperature, the second term of the constant ratio being definite, 
the first term, [CHCUlvap., representing the concentration of the 
vapor, must also have a fixed, constant value for the condition of 
equilibrium, i.e. when the space above the liquid is saturated with 
its vapor. This is in agreement with well-known facts. The 
concentration of the vapor is usually expressed in terms of its 

^ To accelerate the action, the mixture is shaken vigorously. After the 
separation of the layers, the bromine may be recognized in the aqueous layer 
by its color, or by the addition of potassium iodide (liberation of iodine) . 

* [Br]aq. and [Br]ch. are used to express the actual concentrations at any 
given moment we wish to consider, for instance at the moment equilibrium is 
reached. The ratio k2/ki for any substance S is found to be equal to the ratio 
of the solvhUUies of the substance in the two solvents. That it must be so 
can be proved by applying the law of physical equilibrium to the mixed sol- 
vents in contact with an excess of the substance, i.e. to its saturated solutions 
(see below). 
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pressure, and is called the vapor pressure or vapor tension of the 
liquid at the temperature in question. Tables giving the definite 
vapor pressures of important liquids at the various fixed tempera- 
tures are in common use. 

(2) For oxygen in equilibrium with its saturated solution, say 
in water, at a fixed temperature, we have, according to the law, 
[0,|„ : [0,Wi.,. = i. ^ 

If the oxygen is under a given pressure at a definite tempera- 
ture, its concentration [Os]gBB is fixed, and consequently the second 
term, [OjJboIui., of the ratio, the concentration of the dissolved 
oxygen, or its solubility, must also be definite, i.e. oxygen must 
have a definite solubility in water at a given temperature under a 
given pressure. If the pressure on the gas is doubled, its con- 
centration is doubled and, to maintain the constant ratio, its solu- 
bility must also be doubled — which is in agreement with the 
facts (Henry's law). If air of the same pressure is taken, in 
place of pure oxygen, then the concentration of the oxygen (first 
term of the above ratio) is only about one-fifth as great as for the 
pure gas, and the water must be saturated with oxygen when it 
has taken up only one-fifth (second term of the ratio) as much as 
it would from the pure gas (Dalton's law) : Each gas in a mixture 
is soluble in proportion to its own partial pressure or concentration. 

(3) For sugar in equilibrium with its solution in water, i.e. in 
contact with its saturated solution, at a given temperature, we 
should have 

IC,2HsjOi,U. : [C,sHMO„Uiid = k. 

Since a pure solid like sugar at a given temperature has a definite 
specific gravity, the concentration of the sugar in the solid con- 
dition should also be a definite one. Consequently, according to 
the law under discussion, the first term, [CisHnOnlnq,, of the ratio, 
the concentration of the sugar in its saturated solution in contact 
with the solid phase, must also have a definite value. This is in 
agreement with fact, the concentration of the sugar in the satu- 
rated solution, termed its solubility, being a definite one for a 
given temperature. (See below, p. 123, in regard to the solubility 
of fine powders.) 

Supersaturated Solutions. — It is well known, however, that 
by dissolving a substance, such as sugar, in hot water and carefully 
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cooling the solution, we may obtain a solution of sugar con- 
taining much more sugar in unit volume than is represented by 
its solubility at the lower temperature. The concentration of 
the sugar at the temperature in question, instead of having the 
definite value represented by [Ci2H220ii]aq., can easily have a 
value several times as large. This phenomenon is not at variance 
with the law of physical equilibrium, inasmuch as the law states 
that, when a given compound is present in two physical states or 
phases, then a constant ratio between the concentrations of the 
substance in the two phases is established when equilibrium is 
reached at a given temperature. In the solution prepared as 
described, we have the substance present only in one phase, and 
we have what may be called a metastable condition, as long as the 
second phase is not introduced. As soon as a minute crystal of 
the solid phase is added or is formed in the solution, change 
immediately ensues, and the excess of solid is deposited. If the 
mixture be kept perfectly quiet, the excess will in most cases be 
deposited on the surfaces of the added crystal, which thereby grows 
larger (rock-candy manufacture). 

Exp. Supersaturated solutions of sodiiun sulphate and sodium thiosulphate, 
into which crystals of the salts are dropped, show how the crystal starts 
crystallization. The crystals develop as branches from the crystal first 
introduced and from the new crystals formed. 

This phenomenon of supersaturation is one which analytical 
chemists must always take into consideration. Tests which involve 
the precipitation of substances that are merely diflBcultly soluble, 
rather than exceedingly insoluble, or of substances present only 
in very small quantities, may well lead to entirely wrong conclu- 
sions, if precautions are not taken against the possibility of the 
failure of a precipitate to appear as a consequence of persistent 
supersaturation. For instance, a common test for the presence 
of potassium salts consists in the precipitation of potassium add 
tartrate by the addition of tartaric acid to the solution of a potas- 
siimi salt (exp,). The tartrate is somewhat soluble and tends to 
form supersaturated solutions; if we proceed without due regard 
for this phenomenon, we may readily have a quantity of potassium 
salt present and fail to obtain the test for it. Simply mixing 
tartaric acid and potassium chloride solutions (exp,) may fail to 
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give any precipitate, and if the test Is thrown away and potassium 
reported absent, a glaring blunder is committed. To insure 
against the error of aupersaturation, we try to start crystallization 
by the common devices of shaking the solution or " scratching" 
the walla of the vessel, the object being to facilitate the formation 
of the first crystal. The surest method is to inoculate a small 
portion of the mixture with a minute crystal of the substance we 
expect to be formed. If no precipitate results in a short time, the 
solution is not supersaturated — it may be too dilute and may 
require further concentration, but the error of supersaturation has 
been excluded. 

The relation between supersaturated solutions and crystals 
brings out sharply the fact that physical equilibrium is essentially 
a condition of equilibrium between the substance at the surface 
of the solid and the substance in its dissolved state. In tenns of 
the molecular theory, equilibrium is established when the molecules 
of the crystal surface dissolve as rapidly as molecules from the 
solution are deposited on the surface. If the concentration of 
the dissolved molecules is reduced below the point required for 
equilibrium, the velocity of deposition is diminished. The velo- 
city of solution will then be greater than the velocity of deposition 
and solution will result. The reversed relations hold when the 
concentration of the solution is greater than that demanded by 
equilibrium: the velocity of deposition will be the greater than 
that of solution and precipitation follows.' 

Solubility of Fine Powders. ^ Consideration of the surface 
forces, acting between crystals and the liquids wetting them, led 
to the interesting prediction' that the more minute crystals of a 
given specimen would not only dissolve more rapidly, on account 
of the larger surface exposed, but would also be more soluble 
than the larger crystals, and for the same reason. Surface ten- 
sion always tends to produce the smallest possible free surface of a 
liquid, and the free surface between a liquid and a given weight of 
solid material in a fine powder is much larger than between the 
liquid and the same weight in larger crystals. The surface tension 

' Similar relations hold for the condition of equilibrium between a liquid 
and its vapor. 

' Curie, BuU. Soc. Min., 8, 145 (1SS5); Ostwald, Grundlagen der Anal 
Cketn., p. 22 (1894). 
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will therefore tend to convert the smaller crystals into larger 
ones, and it can do so only by means of a greater degree of solu- 
bility of the former. This prediction has now been fully verified 
by experiments on the solubility of barium sulphate and of gyp- 
sum.^ The solubility of barium sulphate in a very fine powder 
(with an average diameter of 10^ mm.) is almost twice as great 
as the solubility of a coarser material (18 X ID"* mm. average 
diameter). 

The application of these relations to analysis is as follows: If 
a crystalline precipitate is in contact with a solvent, e.g. if barium 
sulphate is in contact with the liquid from which it has been 
precipitated, then this liquid must be continually in a state of 
change, not of equilibrium, with respect to the solution and the 
deposited barium sulphate. The more minute crystals, being a 
little more soluble than the larger ones, will supersaturate the 
solution in respect to the larger crystals and the excess will be 
deposited on these larger crystals and make them grow still 
larger. This deposition will make the solution unsaturated with 
respect to the smaller crystals and more of these will dissolve. 
The process is obviously a continuous one, and must lead in time 
to the disappearance of the minute crystals and the growth of the 
larger ones. That is a result which analysts aim to attain, — which 
in quantitative work it is in fact necessary to attain, since the 
more minute crystals are likely to pass through filters and be lost 
in the analysis. The views expressed, and the experimental con- 
firmation of the conclusion reached, form the theory of what is 
called the " digesting " of precipitates before they are brought 
on filters. It is clear that every condition facilitating contact 
between solvent and solid will accelerate the desired change and 
continuous stirring is therefore desirable. Heating is, as a rule, 
also to be desired for very insoluble precipitates, as it will, in the 
majority of cases, facilitate the solution of the undesirable, finer 
crystals. 

In conclusion, these considerations will also indicate the pre- 
cautions to be observed in the precipitation of difiicultly soluble 
substances. If this is not properly carried out, endless trouble in 

1 Hulett, Z. Phys, Chem., 37, 384 (1901). See also Ostwald, ibid, 34, 
495 (1900), on the solubilities of finely divided mercuric oxide ("yellow 
oxide ") and of larger crystals (" red oxide ")• 
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the analytical laboratory results. Except when heating is, tor some 
special reason, undesirable — as inducing a eheniica! change (like 
hydrolysis) that is not wanted — solutions are brought to the boiling- 
point, and the precipitant added drop by drop, in order not to super- 
saturate the solution too strongly. The solution Is thus allowed 
time to deposit its excess as far as possible on the first crystals 
formed, which it will do rather than to form new, minute ones (see 
supersaturation, p. 121 ). Constant stirring is prescribed in order to 
bring older crystals, as far as possible, into contact with all parts of 
the slightly supersaturated solution. After the precipitation is com- 
plete, it is usually desirable to allow the mixture to " digest " for 
some time, for the reasons given above — stirring and a high tem- 
perature during the process being desirable. (See further Chap. 
VIII, p. 147, in regard to the use of an excess of predpita^il.) 

The Colloidal Condition 

When a difficultly soluble substance is formed in a solution 
beyond the point of saturation of the solution, the substance in 
question separates from the solution in a ttew phase, according to 
the principles just laid down. Ordinarily, if the substance is a 
solid, a precipitate is formed; if a gas, a gas escapes; if a liquid, a 
liquid separates out, which is immiscible with the solution in which 
it is formed. Occasionally, the condition of supersaturation which 
precedes the separation is somewhat persistent, but this resistance 
to the separation of the phase may be overcome by vigorous 
agitation of the solution or, as in the case of supersaturation with 
a crystatlizable salt, by inoculation of the solution with a particle 
of the new phase (p. 123). 

Under certain conditions, however, a difficultly soluble sub- 
stance may be produced in a solution, in a concentration far beyond 
its solubility, wilhout the separation of a precipitate (evolution of 
a gas or formation of a separate liquid) and also mthout the 
formation of a supersaturated solution. Thus, when hydrogen sul- 
phide is passed into an aqueous solution of araenious oxide, the 
liquid acquires the yellow to orange color of arsenious sulphide 
and becomes opalescent. But no precipitate is seen (exp.), in spite 
of the fact that the sulphide is extremely insoluble and is formed 
practically quantitatively according to the equation AsjOt + 
3 HiS ;r: AsiS, + 3 HaO. The orange liquid passes through a 
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filter unchanged (exp.). But if some hydrochloric acid or a salt 
(e.g. sodium chloride) solution is added to a portion of it, a heavy 
precipitate of arsenious sulphide is immediately produced (exp.); 
its quantity is a good indication of the great amount of sulphide 
that is not precipitated before the addition of the acid or salt. 
If some pure arsenic sulphide (solid) is added to another portion 
of the orange liquid, in order to overcome any possible condition 
of supersaturation, the liquid is found to remain clear (but opales- 
cent), excepting for the few particles of added sulphide (exp.); 
even when it is vigorously shaken (exp.), or allowed to stand for 
days, no precipitate is formed. We are therefore not dealing with 
a case of supersaturation. 

A liquid, in which a very insoluble substance appears thus to be 
in solution far beyond its usual degree of solubility, and yet does 
not show at all the behavior of a supersaturated solution, is said to 
contain the substance in the colloidal condition. After a few 
more instances of the colloidal condition have been presented, the 
significance of the condition and the meaning of the term used 
to designate it will be explained. 

Colloidal Gold. — When a solution of gold chloride ^ is treated with a solu- 
tion of stannous chloride which contains a little stannic chloride,* a purple- 
red, flocculent precipitate — the "purple of Cassius " — is formed; in ex- 
tremely dilute solutions only a purple-red liquid ' may be produced. If the 
precipitate is collected on a filter, washed with water and then treated, on 
the filter, with a few drops of ammonium hydroxide solution and some water 
{exp.)f it is seen to dissolve and a beautifully colored liquid, of purple-red or 
claret-red tint, is found to pass through the filter. In spite of the extreme 
insolubility of metallic gold, the red ammoniacal solution (as well as the first 
red precipitate) contains metallic gold, in the colloidal condition, formed accord- 
ing to the equation* 2 Au-H-f + 3 Sn-H- J;^ 2 Au + 3 Sn^-H-^. By the careful 

1 A 1/1000 solution of AuCU, 2 aq., and a 1.2/1000 solution of SnCU, 2 aq., 
may be used conveniently. When equal volumes of the solutions are mixed, 
the desired precipitate is formed. 

* Stannous chloride is usually sufficiently contaminated with stannic salt. 
Add a few drops of bromine- or chlorine-water to 100 c.c. of a pure stannous 
chloride solution. 

* The action is an exceedingly sensitive qualitative test for gold. By a 
modification of the test Donau was able to detect as little as 0.082 gram of 
gold (Monatshefte f. Chem., 25, 545 (1904)). 

* The nature of the reduction reaction is discussed in Chapters XIV and 
XV, 
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reduction of gold chloride with phosphorus,' or with fonnaldehyde in dilute, 
slightly alkaline Bolution,' brilliant red Uquids, containing metailic gold in 
the colloidal condition, may be prepared, which remain clear for months. 
The passage of an electric current, in the fonn of an arc, between two gold 
points under pure water produces similar red liquids' containing raetalUc 
gold. 

Colloidal Silver. — Further, although silver is liliewise an extremely in- 
soluble metal, solid preparations of silver are known which, on treatment 
with water, form apparently perfectly clear {opalescent) liquids or solutions 
t&rp.).' From these silver is not deposited, even in the course of months. If a 
little of the black solid is heated on the lid of a porcelain crucible, the metal 
may be readily recognized by its white color and luster.' 

Colloidal Ferric Hydroxide. — Further, if to a solution of ferric 
chloride aa excess of ammonium hydroxide is added, the well- 
known, ru8t-red precipitate of very difficultly soluble ferric hy- 
droxide is formed: FeCla -|- 3 NHjOH t^ Fe(OH)j i + 3 NH4CI. 
The precipitate is so insoluble that it is a favorable form for pre- 
cipitating the ferric-ion in quantitative analysis. If, however, a 
solution of ferric chloride be carefully neutralized with ammonium 
carbonate' and be then placed in a vessel (called a dialyzer), 
in such a way that it is separated, by an animal membrane or by 
parchment, from pure water, ferric hydroxide is obtained in an 
apparently soluble form. The ammonium chloride, as well as 
hydrochloric acid which is formed by the decomposition of the 
chloride by water (FeCU -|- 3 HOH ^ Fe(OH)j -|- 3 HCl, see 
Chapter X), are found to pass through the membrane readily, 
while the ferric hydroxide produced does not pass through such 

' Faraday, Proc. Royal Soe., 8, 35S (1857), PhU. Mag. (4), 13, 401 (18S7) 
(Stud.). 

* Zsigmondy, lAebig's Annalen, SOI, 30 (1898). 

' Bredig, Z. /, Elektrockem., 4, 514, 547 (1898), and AnorganUche Fermenie, 
ISDl. Colloidal preparations of plaUnum, silver and many other roetals may 
be prepared in the same way. In ether, colloidal preparations ot the alkali 
metals may be made (Svedherg, Ber. d. chem. Ges., 38, 3616 (1905), 89, 1708 
(1906)). 

' Argenlum Credi may be conveniently used. It contains, with the metallic 
silver, a smalt percentage of albumen, which is added for reasons discussed 
below. Brown solutions are formed at once. 

' First a thin film of black carbon is produced rounrf the metal, then the 
latter appears in the form of a filigree of silver. 

• For details of the preparation, see A. A. Noyes, J. Amer. Chem. Soc., 27, 
04 (1906). 
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membranes^ and is retained in the dialyzer without forming a pre- 
cipitate. The acid and salt pass through such membranes in 
either direction, indeed, but flow mainly from their solutions of 
higher concentration to those of lower concentration. The water 
on the outside of the dialyzer is, therefore, continuously renewed, 
in order to insure a concentration of these substances on the out- 
side of the dialyzer lower than that within it. As the hydrochloric 
acid is thus removed through the membrane, the condition of 
equilibrium between the ferric chloride, water, ferric hydroxide 
and acid is continuously disturbed and, in the reversible reaction, 
expressed in the above equation, the action is carried more and 
more towards the right, and more and more ferric hydroxide is 
formed. The salt is, at last, practically all decomposed and a clear 
red opalescent liquid j which contains ferric hydroxide in enormous 
excess beyond its solubility in water , is left in the dialyzer. 

Exactly as in the case of the other liquids discussed above, in 
which very insoluble substances appear to be in solution far beyond 
their usual degree of solubility, so the present liquid does not show 
the behavior of a supersaturated solution and it is said to contain 
the ferric hydroxide in the colloidal condition.^ 

Solution Theory of the Colloidal Condition. — For many years 
the belief was prevalent among chemists that these liquids repre- 
sent true solutions of diflScultly soluble substances, in the form 
of soluble (colloidal) modifications of the substances. Like ordinary 

^ This process of separation of substances, which do not pass through 
membranes, from such as do, is called dialysis. It was first used by Graham, 
Trans. Royal Soc., London, 151, 183-224 (1861) (Stud.). 

* Graham made the first extended investigations in this field: Trans, 
Royal Soc., 151, 183 (1861); J. Chem. Soc. (London), 17, 318 (1864) (Stud.). 
He found that amorphous, gelatinous bodies like ferric hydroxide, aluminium 
hydroxide, silicic acid, gelatine, glue, dextrin, caramel, albumen and similar 
bodies do not pass through membranes and may be obtained by dialysis in 
the colJmdal condition. Such substances were called "colloids" by Graham, 
the name referring to the Latin for gelatine. Substances which pass through 
membranes readily were found by Graham to resemble in behavior such 
bodies as are crystallizable when solid; such compounds were classified by 
him as " crystalloids." That liquids containing substances in the colloidal con- 
dition (e.g. arsenious sulphide, gold, silver and many other substances) may 
be prepared by methods other than dialysis, was found later by many investi- 
gators and, in a few cases, previous to Graham, e.g. by Faraday, loc. cit. 
A brief history of the chemistry of colloids is found as an introduction to Wo. 
Ostwald's KoUoidchemie, pp. 1-63 (1909). 




BolutionB, the liquids are found, indeed, to show a certain osmotic 
pressure, but, unlike ordinary solutions, the osmotic pressure is 
exceedingly small in proportion to the quantity of the substance 
present. Since the osmotic pressure is proportional to the num- 
ber of molecules in unit volume (Chap. II), this observation 
proved the presence of a relatively very small number of mole- 
cules in solution, and chemists were led to assign, therefore, a 
relatively very great weight to each. Hence, the data led to 
the assumption that the colloidal modifications consist of mole- 
cules of very large, sometimes enormous molecular weight. From 
the fact that colloids are unable to traverse membranes, through 
which crystalloids readily pass, Graham bad reached the same 
conclusion. 

The following measurements of osmotic pressures may be 
given:' 



Gum arabi 
Dextrin , , , 

AaiSi 

Fe(OH),. , 



22. e 



L 



The last results, obtained with special l^a^e to exclude BoluWe irapuritiea, 
are more reliable than the older reaulta on gum arable and dextrin. For 
the purpose of comparison it may be said that a 1% solution of cane sugar 
(.molecular weight = 342) has an osmotic pressure of 53 cm. Elg at 18", a 5%/ 
solution a pressure of 2G5 cm. 

The Suspension Theory of the Colloidal Condition. — On the 
other hand, a number of chemists considered the colloidal liquids 
to represent, esstmtially, suspeTisions of minute solid particles' in 
an extreme state of subdivision, or, in some instances, perfect 

 C/.Wo.Ostwald.ioc. 

' Before Graham's tin 
view was held by such n 
C<^. Wo. Oatwald, loc, cil 
tion in support of it wa 
278 (1891). Bredig 



(fids his Anorgattische Fermenk, 1901). 



e, and for the few colloidal liquids then known, this 
i;ti QM J. B. Richter, Bcrxelius and Faraday {loe. cU.) 
, p. 19). The first extended experimental investiga- 
I made by Barus and Schneider, Z. pkya. Chem., 8, 
also an early and consisteut champion of thia view 
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emulsions of diflScultly miscible liquids.^ Observations with the 
ultramicroscope^ finally proved,^ beyond question, the correctness 
of this theory of the colloidal condition. Thus, the colloidal " so- 
lutions" of gold are seen to contain minute solid particles of gold, 
the diameter of which varies"* between (approximately) 60 /i/* and 
6 nil and the color of which varies with their size. Still finer sub- 
divisions, the diameter of whose particles cannot be measured, are 
also foimd to exist. Colloidal silver, platinum, arsenious sulphide 
and other colloidal metals and sulphides have also been shown, in 
the same way, to be suspensions of solid particles. 

The General Character and the Definition of the Colloidal 
Condition. — Recent investigations have shown that the colloidal 
condition is possible, not only for a limited class of substances, but 
is, in general, possible for all substances.^ Thus, even such an 
eminently crystallizable, readily soluble (in water) substance as 
sodium chloride may be obtained, under certain conditions, in 
colloidal suspension in benzene,® in which it is insoluble. 

For our purposes it will be sufficient to define the colloidal 
condition, on the basis of these results, as the condition of an 
insoluble substance in which, as far as ordinary observation and 
the common methods for separation of heterogeneous phases (fil- 
tration, sedimentation, etc.) are concerned, the substance appears 
to he present in a homogeneous clear solution, whereas in reality it 
is present in a heterogeneous mixture. An extremely finely divided 
solid suspended in a liquid, or an emulsified liquid suspended in 
another liquid, are the most common types^ of such mixtures. 

^ C/. Wo. Ostwald, loc, ci7., pp. 102-114. Graham considered "colloidal 
silicic acid a liquid miscible with water in all proportions." According to 
modem ideas, no true miscibility exists, but a suspension or emulsion is 
formed (see Ostwald, p. 237). 

* Siedentopf and Zsigmondy, Drude^s AnndLeny 10, 1 (1903). Zsigmondy, 
Colloids and the UUramicroscope (1909), Chapter V. 

* Zsigmondy, Z. fur Elektrochem.y 8, 684 (1902) ; Siedentopf and Zsigmondy, 
loc, cU. 

* Zsigmondy, loc. dt., p. 161. A nn is O.Oel mm. The hydrogen molecule 
is considered to have a diameter of 0.1 mm (O. E. Meyer), the alcohol molecule 
one of 0.5 mm (Zsigmondy, loc. cU., plate IV, p. 157). 

* Weimam, Chem. ZentralblaUy 1907, II, p. 1293. 

* Paal, Ber, d, chem, Ges., 39, 1436, 2859 (1906). 

"^ Other varieties of heterogeneous colloidal mixtures are tabulated by Wo. 
Ostwald, loc, cii,, p. 96. 
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Relations to Analysis. — Since the colloidal condition of in- 
soluble substances interferes with the precipitation of the latter, 
and with their separation by filtration from the liquids in which 
they are suspended, and since the majority of the separations 
and testa of analytical chemistry depend on the successful forma- 
tion of precipitates and on their successful separation by filtration, 
analytical chemistry is primarily' concerned with the colloidal 
condition as a condition that is to be avoided as completely aa 
possible in order to escape error. In other fields of chemistry, 
notably in physiological chemistry and in some branches of 
technical chemistry, it is a source of effects so momentous and 
specific that a new branch of chemistry, the chemistry of colloids,* 
has grown out of the investigations of its relations and laws. The 
present discussion will be limited to the presentation of such of 
the fundamental facts concerning the colloidal condition as are 
of chief importance in analytical work.' 

Electrical Conditions of Colloids. — One of the most important 
discoveries made on colloids is the observation that the suspended 
particles of a large class of colloids carry electrical charges, so that 
there is a potential difference between the particles and the liquid 
in which the suspension exists.* Thus, in the colloidal suspension 
of arsenious sulphide {prepared as described on p. 125) the sulphide 
particles carry negative charges, and the solution bathing them is 
positive. Conversely, colloidal ferric hydroxide (p. 127), in water, 
is charged with positive, the water with negative, electricity. The 
existence and character of these charges may be readily demon- 
strated by the passage of a current of electricity through the 
colloidal suspension in U tubes (exp.).^ Colloidal arsenious sul- 
phide is found to migrate toward the positive pole, ferric hydroxide 

' The " Casaiiia' purple " teet tor gold is an instance where the colloidal 
condition is used in analysis for a, positive teat. 8ee Wo. Ostwald, loe. cit,, 
p 68, for other, similar applications for positive testa. 

' Vide Wo. Ostwald's KolloidcheinU, 1909, and the reterencea given by 
Noyes, loc. cil., p. 86. 

' A general discussion of the preparation and properties of colloidal mix- 
tures is given by A. A, Noyea, J. Am. Chem. Soc., 27, 86-104 (1905) (Stud.). 

* Picton and Under, J. Chem. Soe. (London), 61, 160 (1892), 67, 63 (1895), 
71, 568 (1897), etc., and others. Wo. Ostwald, loc. dX., p. 240, gives a list of 
references, 

* The Bfrangement of the experiment is described by Noyes, loc. at., p. 98* 
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to the negative pole, the movement being easily followed by the 
color of the suspended particles. 

The following colloids, which are of interest in analytical 
chemistry, are fomid to carry a negative charge in pure water: 
Colloidal adds (silicic, stannic), sulphides (AS2S3, AsgSs, CdS, etc.), 
salts (Agl, AgCl) and metals (Au, Pt, Ag). It is noteworthy that 
the suspensions of finely divided clay, kaolin, quartz, carbon, 
carry the same charge as these colloidal suspensions. On the 
other hand, metal hydroxides (ferric, aluminium, chromic), and &(mc 
substances in general, carry positive charges. 

On the other hand, the colloids of one important group are found 
to be almost without any electric charges;^ the passage of an elec- 
tric current through their suspensions has little or no effect on 
them. Perfectly neutral albumen and gelatine are common repre- 
sentatives of this group. 

The charge on a colloid seems to be liable to variation with the nature of 
the liquid in which it is suspended. Colloidal platinum in water is negative, 
in a mixture of water and alcohol, positive.* Of peculiar interest and impor- 
tance is the fact that some colloids changt the character of their charge when the 
liquid, in which they are suspended, is made to pass from an add to an alkaline 
condition, and vice versa. ^ For instance, albumen', colloidal silicic acid^ and 
colloidal stannic acid'' are negative in alkaline liquids, positive in acid. The 
relation of these facts to the chemical nature of the substances will be dis- 
cussed presently. 

The Source of the Electrical Charges on Colloids. ^ Different views are 
held as to the source of electrification of colloidal suspensions. Only the two 
views of most direct interest in analysis can be considered here. In the first 
place, it is possible that partial ionization of the colloidal suspension produces 
the electrical charge. It is a significant fact that basic colloids (metal hydrox- 
ides, some basic dyes) receive a positive charge, such as would be left, if they 
were slightly ionized as bases (or salts of bases) and insoluble (suspended) 

1 Cf. Wo. Ostwald, he. dt.j p. 108. Billitzer has found that gelatine is 
positive in acid solution, negative in alkaline, Z. phys. Chem., 61, 147 (1905). 
The charges are, however, relatively small ones. 

« BiUitzer, Z./. Ekktrochem., 8, 638 (1902). This is probably true of all 
amphoteric colloids (Chapter X); it is also true of many other substances, 
which are not pronouncedly amphoteric. (Cf. Perrin, Comp. rend.f 136, 1388 
(1903) ; Billitzer, Z. phys. Chem,, 51, 157 (1905).) 

» Hardy, J. of Physiology, 24, 288 (1899); Z. phys. Chem., 33, 387 (1900). 

* Billitzer, loc, dt.f p. 159; Muller's AUgemdne Chemie der KoUaide, 1907, 
p. 79. 

• See below, p. 134. 
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posUiae ions were retained by the particles. That would be the case, for ii 
stance, if particles of colloidal ferric hydroxide, [Fe(OH))]i, sent a few hydro: 
ide iotia into solution and the suspended particles included positive insolublo 
ions. Add colloids, on the other hand, assume a negative charge, as would be 
expected from this point of view. Then, the behavior of silicic acid is partio- 
ularly suggestive; in alkaline or slightly acid liquids, in which its ionisalion ai 
a viadc acid ia favored or predominant (Chapter X) , it carries a negative charge, 
the charge that would be left on it, if it ionized, in part, as an acid or its salt. 
Silicic acid shows some slight tendency to ionize also as a base (see Chapter X) 
and the basic form of ionization would be favored by the presence of a strong 
add (Chapter X). Colloidal silicic acid, as stated above, changes its charge 
from negative to positive as the solution passes from an alkaline to a (strong) 
acid reaction,* just as if, in the acid liquid, it ionized slightly as a base (salt of 
a base) and retained a diSieultly soluble positive ion. Albumen, which has the 
property of being both a base and an acid,' shows the same change of 
charge* in the colloidal condition and the change has been ascribed* to the 
change of basic and acid functions. 

According to the other of the two theories, here considered, the electri- 
fication of the colloid may result from what is known as contact or surface 
electricity.' At the surface of two different aubstancea there is always a 
potential difference.' In the case of finely divided suspensions, like the colloids, 
the contact surfaces are enormous, as compared with the surfaces involved in 
ordinary contact. Whether metab (Au, Pt, Ag) owe their charges to simple 
contact effccta or to their (minimal) tendency to ioniie (Chapters XIV and 
XV) is not known. In fact, no exact knowledge of the source of electrifica- 
tion of any colloid has yet been obtained. 

Precipitation of Colloids by Electrolytes and by Colloids. — 
Substances in the colloidal condition, which carry an electrical 
charge, are readily precipitated by the addition of electrolytes to 
the colloidal suspensions (see the behavior of arseniouB sulphide, 
p. 126), Negatively charged colloids are precipitated by the ac- 
tion of positive ions, positively charged colloids by the action of 
negative ions (Hardy's rule'). The precipitated colloid carries 

> In a slightly acid solution colloidal silicic acid ia negatively charged; in 
a itrong acid solution, positively — a relation which agrees with its predomi- 
■mnUy add character . 

• The general class of substances, showing both basic and acid properties, 
of which albumen is a derivative, is described in a footnote on glycocoU, 
Chapter X, p. 188. 

• Hardy, toe. dl. 

• J. Loeb, University of California Publications, Physiology, S, 149 (1904). 

• Very little is known about the nature of contact electricity. It is even 
doubtful whether it is different, in principle, from ionization. 

• W. Ostwald, Lehrbuch der Chem., S, (1) 553 (1903). 
' Hardy, Proc. Hoyal Soc., 66, 110 (1899); Z. pkys. Ghent., 33, 391 (1900). 
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with it a part of the precipitating ion^ (adsorption) and the weights 
of ions, carried down by a given quantity of a given colloid, are 
proportional to the equivalent weights of the ions.^ The precipi- 
tation thus appears to be intimately associated with the neutraliza- 
tion of the charge on the colloid. In accordance with this con- 
clusion, it has also been found that a colloid may be precipitated 
by a colloid carrying the opposite charge.^ Thus, colloidal arseni- 
ous sulphide, carrying a negative charge, and colloidal ferric 
hydroxide, carrying a positive charge, mutually precipitate each 
other (exp,^). 

The purple precipitate (purple of Caaaius), which is formed when stannous 
chloride is added to gold chloride (p. 126), contains colloidal gold,^ which, in 
suspension, is charged with negative electricity, and colloidal stannic ojddf^ 
which in acid solution, presumably, carries a positive charge": these two colloids 
mutuUy precipitate each other in the presence of hydrochloric acid J 

When the precipitate is treated with an alkaline liquid (ammonium hydrox- 
ide solution), the charge on the stannic acid becomes negative, both colloids 
acquire the same charge and the precipitate dissolves, to form the beautifully 
tinted suspensions of colloidal gold (p. 126). In this condition the colloids 
(gold and stannic acid) are sensitive to precipitating electrol3rtes, and the 
solution is more sensitive to a mixture of magnesium nitrate and ammonium 
nitrate than to ammonium nitrate alone (exp.)j as is to be expected from a 
negative suspension (see below). 

The characteristic difference in behavior between ortho-, pyro- and meta- 
phosphoric acids toward albumen, which is used as a characteristic analjrtical 
test to distinguish metaphosphoric acid from the other two acids,* appears to 
be due to similar relations®: metaphosphoric acid, which precipitates (coagu- 
lates) albumen, is colloidal, ortho- and pyrophosphoric acids are not. The 

* Picton and Linder, J. Chem. Soc. (London), 67, 63 (1895). 

« Whitney and Ober, J. Am. Chem. Soc, 23, 852-856 (1901) (Stud.). 
' Picton and Linder, loc. cit. 71, 572 (1897); Lottermoser, Anorganische 
Kolloide, p. 76; Biltz, Ber. d. chem. Ges.y 37, 1095 (1904). 

* Precipitation is complete only when the colloids are used in the proportions 
required to neutralize each other's charges [Billitzer, Z. phys. Chem., 61, 140 
(1905)]. The proportions to be used must be determined in each case, most 
simply by trial (Noyes, loc. dt., p. 101), but quantitative methods for de- 
termining the charges, by titration, are also known (c/. Billitzer, loc. cit.). 

* E. A. Schneider, Z. anorg. Chem., 6, 80 (1894). 

" See the above discussion on silicic acid. Stannic acid has a greater tend- 
ency to form a base than has silicic acid. 

^ Zsigmondy, Liebig*s Annalen, 301, 361 (1898). 

' Cf. Fresenius, p. 334, or Smith's Inorganic Chemistry, p. 468. 

» Mylius, Ber. d. chem, Ges., 36, 775 (1903); BUtz, ibid., 37, 1116 (1904). 



coagulation aeems to be the result of the union of the negative colloid meta- 
phoBphoric acid (or a complex negative colloidal ion thereof) with the poailise 
colloid albumen (or a positive colloidal ion thereof). 

The Precipitating Power of Electrolytes and the Valence of 
their Ions. — The complete precipitation of colloids, which carry 
electric charges, depends on the concentrations of the colloid and 
the electrolyte; in this connection the important observation has 
been made that the precipitating power of electrolytes increases 
decidedly with ike valence of the precipitating ions (H. Schulze'a 
rule'). Bivalent ions are far more efficient than univalent; triva- 
lent, in turn, still more effective than bivalent. 

ThuB, colloidal AaiSj, carrying a negative charge, is precipitated by the 
positive iona of added electrolytes. The addition of a few drops of a molar 
solution of ammonium nitrate (t)ie precipitating ion is NH(+) to 20 c.c. of 
the colloidal suspension* produces a slight precipitate; complete precipita- 
tion requires 3.5 to 3.8 c.c. of the ammonium nitrate solution.* Only 0.03 c.c. 
of an equivalent solution ' of magnesium nitrate (the precipitating ion b Mg^) 
is required, and as little as 0.015 c.c. of an equivalent solution of aluc 
nitrate* (the precipitating ion ia Al"'*++) has the same effect (eip.). 
crease in valence of the negaiive ion, which is not the precipitating ion 
case, does not aSect the result appreciably: 3.5 c.c. of a solution 'of ai 
sulphate, (NH,)jSO(, equivalent to the solution of NHiNOi, is also required for 
the complete precipitation of the colloidal AsiSi (exp.), although tiie one con- 
tuns the univalent ion, NOj~, the other the bivalent ion, SOI". 

Conversely, a positively charged colloid, Uke ferric hydroxide, may be 
precipitated by much smaller quantities' of bivalent n^ative ions than of 
univalent ions, etc. 

' J. fur prakt. Chem., 26, 431 (1882). 

' The suspension used is prepared by saturating, with hydrogen sulphide, an 
aqueous solution of arsenioua oxide. The latter is saturated on a steam bath, 
cooled to 20°, filtered and diluted with an equal volume of water before it is 

• Eight grams of NHiNO. per 100 c.c. 

• 0.6 c.c. of a lenlh-noTmal solution 13 used, containing 1.2S gram Mg(NOi)i, 
6 aq., in 100 c.c. Precipitation was found to be incomplete with 0.5 c.c. 

' 0.15 c.c, of a lentk-uorme.] solution is used, containing 1.2 gram AI(NO,)i, 
4 aq., in 100 c.c. Precipitation was found to be incomplete with 0.1 c.c. of 
the solution. 

• 3.3 grams (NH,)iSO, in 100 c.c. 

' Freundlich found, for instanoc, that NaCl, KCl, BaCl], in equivalent con- 
centrations, had practically the same effect on colloidal ferric hydroxide, but 
only one-fortieth aa much of a »xdphaie (the precipitating ion is SOr versus 
C1-) was required; Z. phys. Chem., 44, 129 (1903). 
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Nonprecipitation of Nonelectrified Colloids by Electroljrtes. 

— Colloids which do not carry any electric charges of moment 
(see p. 132) are also not precipitated by dilute solutions of elec- 
trolytes. Heat, the addition of concentrated salt solutions in 
great excess (whose eflFect is probably a dehydrating one), or of 
other solvents (e.g. alcohol), are the agents most commonly used 
to effect coagulation in such cases. 

Protective Action of Colloids on Other Colloids. — Colloids, 
particularly such as are not sensitive to precipitation by electro- 
lytes, increase in a remarkable degree the stability of the colloidal 
condition of substances, that carry electrical charges and, ordina- 
rily, would be very sensitive to precipitation. Thus, small quanti- 
ties of albumen are used to render colloidal silver preparations 
more stable. Tannic acid, gelatine and albumen and related 
compounds are frequently used as such protective agents. It is 
supposed that they form protecting films around the colloidal 
particles. 

Applications in Analysis. — From the preceding discussion 
we may now draw the following conclusions concerning the con- 
sideration that is to be given to the colloidal condition as a factor 
in qualitative analysis. The absence of electrolytes in solution 
must favor the production of the colloidal condition, which would 
result in the nonprecipitation or ** solution'* and consequent loss of 
substances, which it is intended to precipitate. Such absence of 
electrolytes in solution is most likely to be met with, in the first 
place, in the washing out of precipitates. When the larger part 
of the mother 'liquor is washed away by the use of pure water, 
many precipitates show a tendency to '* run through a filter,'* 
forming colloidal suspensions in the pure water in the filter and 
being again precipitated as the colloid mixes with the electrolytes 
in the filtrate. Precipitates, showing this tendency to assimie 
the colloidal condition, are therefore washed with appropriate 
solutions of electrolytes, rather than with pure water. Ammonium 
nitrate solution is most frequently available in qualitative analysis, 
because neither the ammonium-ion nor the nitrate-ion tends to 
interfere with the subsequent examination of the solution. When 
chloride-ion is not likely to interfere, ammonium chloride may be 
used. Thus, the sulphides of the arsenic, copper and zinc groups 
are washed with solutions containing ammonium nitrate (the 
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chloride may be used for the zinc group') rather than with pure 
water (or pure hydrogen sulphide water'). In quantitative analy- 
sis, aluminium hydroxide is also washed with ammonium nitrate 
solution, silver chloride with acidulated (nitric acid) water, lead 
sulphate with dilute sulphuric acid, etc. 

In the second place, if precipitations are attempted either in 
rather dilute solutions or in solutions of little ionized substances 
(arsenious acid and hydrogen sulphide), the addition of an electro- 
lyte is frequently required to insure precipitation. Thus, the 
presence of ammonium chloride, or nitrate, in excess, is helpful in 
the precipitation of the sulphides of the zinc group; the addition 
of hydrochloric acid (orother electrolyte) is required to effect the 
precipitation of arsenious sulphide from a solution of the oxide 
(p. 126). 

In the next place, account must be taken, in analytical work, 
of the fact that colloids carry down with them the precipitating 
ion by which they are coagulated, a tact which may lead to the 
loss of ions which, it is intended, should be kept in solution. To 
a certain extent, this loss may also be avoided by insuring the 
presence of electrolytes (acids, ammonium salts) in sufficient con- 
centration to cause the coagulation without the aid of the ions 
which, it is intended, should not be precipitated. In view of 
the much weaker precipitating power of univalent ions (of hydro- 
chloric acid, ammonium nitrate and chloride), as compared with 
that of polyvalent ions, which may be present, the acid and am- 
monium salts must not be used in too small concentrations. In 
quantitative analysis, when conditions permit it, ammonium or 
sodium sulphate is frequently substituted for the ammonium salts 
of the univalent monobasic acids. The washing of the precipi- 
tated colloid with such salt solutions gradually removes* the ions 
which are precipitated with the colloid and forms a further safe- 
guard agfunst their loss. But this source of loss is avoided only 
with great difficulty and is seldom absolutely removed. 

Finally, the presence of -protective colloids, especially of the 

' For other reasons (e.(r, to prevent oxidation of the HUJphides), hydrogen 
Bulphidc is also used in the solution for waehiiig the arsenlit group, and am- | 

manium sulphide in that for the sine group (see Lab. Manual, pp. 101 i 

and 110). 
I  Pioton and Linder, toe. cii., and Whitney and Ober, loe.dt. I 
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gelatine and albumen type, may interfere so decidedly with the 
conmion precipitation tests for ions, that their destruction is im- 
perativey before these tests can be applied with any degree of con- 
fidence. Thus, the mixing of solutions (0.1 molar) of silver nitrate 
and hydrochloric acid, each containing one per cent of gelatine, 
fails to produce the ordinary, characteristic precipitate^ of silver 
chloride, the reaction which is used to determine the presence of the 
silver-ion in systematic analysis. 

The mixture is opalescent and, in reflected light, looks opaque-white; on 
somewhat prolonged standing a white mUk is produced, but no precipitate. 
When the mixture is boiled, the same deep white milk is formed, but no 
coagulated precipitate, the mixture running unchanged through a filter. 
Hydrogen sulphide converts the mixture into a similar suspension of the black 
sulphide. 

^ A. A. Noyes describes a similar experiment with sodium chloride and 
silver nitrate, loc, cii. 



CHAPTER VIII 

SIMULTANEOUS CHEMICAL AND PHYSICAL EQUXLIBRIUM. — 
THE SOLUBILITY- OR ION-PRODUCT. 

It frequently happens that we have to deal, simultaneously, with 
conditions of chemical and of physical equilibrium, obtaining in the 
same system. For instance, a gas like carbon dioxide, in contact 
with its saturated solution in water, is in equilibrium with the 
dissolved carbon dioxide, and this, in turn, is in equilibrium with 
its hydrate, carbonic acid. A substance may be distributed be- 
tween two solvents and show a different molecular weight in the 
two (see p. 18); it may exist, in the one, primarily in polymeric 
form, and only to a slight extent in the simple form, the two forms 
being in equilibrium (chemical equilibrium). In the other solvent, 
it may exist only in its simple molecular form, and this will be in 
equilibrium with the same simple molecuiar form in the first sol- 
vent (physical equilibrium). In matters dealing with the solubility 
of electrolytes in water, and, therefore, in questions of their pre- 
cipitation or solution, such simultaneous conditions of chemical 
and physical equilibrium are constantly occurring. Since qualita- 
tive analysis deals to a very considerable extent with just such 
precipitates of salts, acids and bases, these cases are of particular 
importance to us. 

Earlier Derivation of the Solubility-Product Principle. — 
A very simple relation was derived by Nemst ' for the combined 
con<Utions of chemical and of physical equilibrium, where diffi- 
cultly soluble electrolytes (precipitates) were concerned. We shall 
develop the relation first for a simple salt, such as silver acetate. 

When water is adde<l to solid silver acetate, the salt will dis- 
solve. If an excess of the acetate is used, equilibrium will re- 
sult between the solid salt and its solution, when the solution is 
saturated at the temperature used. As the salt dissolves, it ia 
more or less ionized, and in the saturated solution we have a 

' Z. phyt. Chem., i, 372 {1889). See also van't Hoff, ibid., 3, 484 (1889). 
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condition of chemical equilibrium between the salt and its ions: 

CHaCOOAg ^ CHgCOO- + Ag+. (1) 

If the law of chemical equilibrium is applied to this reversible 
action, we have (p. 98) 

[CHaCOO-] X [Ag+] 



= Ki 



onization* 



[CHaCOOAg] 

The nonionized silver acetate is present in two phases, in the solid 
phase and also in solution: 

CHgCOOAg i ^ CHsCOOAg. (2) 

Applying the law of physical equilibrium to this system, we have 

further (p. 121) 

[CHsCOOAg] _ 

[CHsCOOAgleoiid 

The concentration of a pure solid, as we have seen, may be 
considered a constant at a given temperature. Consequently, if 
we consider the question of the size of the solid particles as a 
minor factor and negligible, we shall conclude, that, for saturated 
solutions of silver acetate, the concentration of the solid silver 
acetate being a constant, the concentration of the nonionized or 
molecular silver acetate, the first term of our constant ratio II, 
must also have some definite, constant value at a given tempera- 
ture. We may call this concentration the " molecular solubility " 
of silver acetate and may put 

[CHaCOOAg] = Kmoi. sol. Ill 

for a saturated solution of silver acetate in water at the given tem- 
perature. Now, since the concentration of the nonionized silver 
acetate, [CHsCOOAg], in the saturated solution also forms the 
second term of equation I, representing the condition of chemical 
equilibrium between the acetate and its ions, we obtain, by com- 
bining I and III, 

[CHsCOO-] X [Ag+] = Klonization X Kmol. sol.. 

= K Solubility-Product* IV 

Further, if the assumption is made that the presence of foreign 
electrolytes, in not too concentrated solutions, does not affect 
either the molecular solubility, Kmoi.soi., of silver acetate or its 
tendency to ionize — as expressed in Kiomaation — then, the rela- 
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tioQ, which has been developed, would hold for saturated aqueous 
solutions of silver acetate in the presence of foreign electrolytes, 
as well as for a saturated, pure, aqueous solution. A single, sinl- 
ple equation would thus express the conditions for simultaneous 
chemical and physical equilibrium between a difficulty soluble 
ioDOgen, of the type of silver acetate, and its saturated solutions, 
at a given temperature, in the presence or the absence of foreign 
electrolytes. 

The Solubility- or Ion-Product Principle. — We may formulate 
this important conclusion by stating, that, in saturated solutions 
o/ silver acetate, the product of the concentrations of its ions has a 
constant value at a given temperature. Analogous relations may 
be developed for the saturated solutions of other difficultly soluble 
ionogens. The constant has been called the solubility-product 
constant or the ion-product constant of the ionogen. For salts like 
lead iodide Pblj, silver chromate AgiCrOi, etc., each molecule of 
whichformsmore than oneof a given ion, the concentration of such 
an ion is raised, in the solubility-product, to the power correspond- 
ing to the number of ions of this kind formed from a single mole- 
cule of the electrolyte.' Thus, lead iodide ionizes according to the 
equation Pbia ^ Pb"*^ -f- 2 1" and, for a saturated solution of lead 
iodide* at a giveu it'mperature, [Pb"*^] X [I"]* = K. For silver 
chromate, ionizing according to the equation AgjCrO^ j:± 2 Ag^ 
-(-CrOl, the form of the solubility-product equation is [Ag^]' X 
[CrOi] = K. In general, for a saturated solution of a difficultly 
soluble salt at a given temperature the product of the ion concen- 
trations, each raised to the power corresponding to the number of that 
kind of ion formed from the ionization of one violecule of the salt, is 
a constant. 

Criticism of the Derivation of the Principle. — Nemst de- 
veloped this important relation in 18S9, shortly after the theory 
of ionization was formulated. Since then, however, the sound- 
ness of the theoretical development, on which it was based, has 
been rendered open to question in a way that could hardly have 
been foreseen at that early stage in the development of the the- 
ory of ionization. In the first place, it is known now that the 
ionization of easily ionizing substances (strong electrolytes) does 

' Cf. pftge 94. 

• A. A. Noyea, Z. phy». Chtm., 9, 618 (1892); Findlay, ihid., 31, 409 (1900). 
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not conform to the law of chemical equilibrium (vide p. 108); as 
far as our present knowledge goes, the ratio in equation I is not 
aP constant, but grows larger with an increasing total concentration 
of good electrolytes. In the present case, this total concentration 
may be increased by the introduction of foreign saUs.^ In the 
second place, the second fundamental principle used, the principle 
of the constant solubility of the dissolved molecular or non- 
ionized salt, as expressed in equation III, was questioned and dis- 
proved by Arrhenius in 1899. The molecular solubility depends 
on the total concentration of salts in the solution and, in general, 
decreases with increasing concentration of the total dissolved 
salts. This result does not invalidate the law of physical equi- 
libriiun; it merely means that the presence of salts, especially in 
appreciable quantities, modifies the nature of the solvent and 
changes its dissolving power, much as we have diflFerent dissolving 
power shown by diflFerent pure solvents, such as water and alcohol. 

It appears, however, that while the soundness of this theo- 
retical development of the relations expressed by the solubility- 
product must be questioned, nevertheless as a matter of experiment, 
the product of the ion concentrations of a diflScultly soluble salt is 
found, in dilute solutions, to be a constant, or suflSciently close to 
a constant to satisfy all but the most rigorous requirements.^ 

It is, in fact, quite evident, that a decreasing value for the second 
term of the ratio I — namely, for [CHsCOOAg], the molecular solu- 
bility of the salt — as the total concentration of the electrolytes 
present increases, together with an increasing value for the whole 
ratio I under the same conditions, are not incompatible with a 
constant valu^ of the first term of the ratio. That is, the product of 
the ion concentrations, [CHaCOO"] X [Ag+], may well remain con- 
stant (equation IV), or approximately constant, in dilute salt solu- 
tions, even if equations I and III do not hold for salt solutions. 

^ As foreign salts affect the ionization of poor electrolytes (p. 109) » the 
ratio of equation I would hold as little for poor electrolytes, and would 
grow larger with an increased concentration of the foreign salts. 

* Cf. A. A. Noyes, Congress of Arts and Sciences (St. Louis), 4, 321 (1904) 
and Stieglitz, J. Am. Chem. Soc, 30, 946 (1908) (Stud.), and the refer- 
ences to literature given there. The empirical relation seems to hold for 
dilute solutions, the total electrolyte concentration of which is not greater 
than 0,2 to 0.3 gram-equivalent per liter, and, roughly, for concentrations not 
^jp^i&r than 0.5 gram-equivalent per liter. 
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Whether in the case of all difficultly soluble salts, as the total 
salt concentration increases, the increasing values of the chemical 
equilibrium ratio (equation I) will be so nicely balanced by the 
decreasing values of the molecular solubility, that the first term 
of the first ratio (the solubility-product) will always be constant, 
is a question demanding further extended investigation.^ The 
range of the investigation must be extensive, because it must 
include several other classes* of salts (e.g. Me^X, MeYi, etc.), for 
which the first equation has a different form; for instance, for 
Me,X, 

[Me+l' X[X- ] _ ^ 
[Me^X] 

For the present we must remain content with the result of the 
past investigations and consider the principle of the constant 
solubility-product to be essentially an empirical one. It is an 
extremely convenient condensation, into a very simple mathemati- 
cal form, of the main factors involved in the precipitation and 
solution of difficultly soluble salts, acids, and bases. It should 
be used with due knowledge of its character and limitations. 

Waahbum' derives the principle of the conBtancy of the solubility-product, 
without involving In his derivation the relation between iona and nonionixed 
molecules — a relation which, aa waa stated above, deviates from the law of 
chemical equilibrium. The deviation, it will be recalled (p, 109), is generally 
aupposed to be due to the fact that the fundamental kinetic aaaumption which 
must be made to derive the law of chemical equilibrium from the kinetio 
theory, the assumption that there should be none but n^ligible forces of 
attraction and repulsion between the molecules (of a gas or solute) which are 
in equilibrium, is not fulfilled in the case of aolutions of strong electrolytes 
(p. 109). According to Washburn, if it is assumed that the ions of an electro- 
lyte fulfill this fundamental condition and that only the nonionized moleeides 
do not — the latter causing the deviation from the law of chemical equilib- 
rium — then the principle of the solubility-product constant follows.' He 
sees an approximate confirmation of the assumption mode, in the fact that 
the principle is found, empirically, to be true, and that other illations, de- 
veloped on the basis of the eame assumption, agree with the observatdona 

' See Stieglitz, loc. cU. 

' Since the writing of this it has been learned that such investigations have 
been carried out by Harkins. Cf. J. Am. Chem. Soe., 191 1. 

» J. Am. ChemlSoc., 33, 488 (1910). 

* Otherwise a perpetuam mobile of the second dona (footnote 3, p. 12) could be 
oonstructed, which is at variance with experience. 
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This theoretical derivation of the principle, like the derivations of the 
law of chemical equilibrium and of all our laws of dilute solutions, assumes^ 
that the nature of the solvent, and consequently of the solution-process, is not 
changed by added substances, for instance by an excess of the precipitating 
ionogen. There can be no question, however, that the nature of the solvent 
must change, as a continiuma function^ by the addition of electrolytes to 
solutions. The changed solubilities of inert gases in salt solutions,' and a 
mass of other evidence,' lead to this conclusion. The addition of a half 
mole of sodium chloride to a liter of water reduces the dissolving power of the 
liquid towards oxygen at 25® by 15%, i.e. by 30% per mole of salt. A weak 
electrolyte, such as acetic acid, has practically no effect at this concentration, 
and so the effect must be chiefly due to the ions of sodium chloride; since the 
salt, in half-molar solution, is ionized 73%, the reduction in the dissolving 
power would be 30/0.73 = 41% per mole of fully ionized salt. The principle 
of the constant solubility-product cannot be considered as established for 
solutions more concentrated than 0.2 to 0.3 molar; but it is evident that, 
in any comprehensive theoretical formulation of the principle for the range 
in which it is found empirically to hold, the change in the nature of the solvent, 
which in some cases is conspicuous in 0.5 molar solution, must be taken into 
consideration as a factor even in more dilute solutions (say 0.05 to 0.3 molar). 
It seems at present, quite possible, perhaps even probable, that the constancy, 
in all but the most dilute solutions, is the result of the approximate balancing of 
two (or more) opposing factors.* When we leave the range of concentrations 
mentioned, and go to more concentrated solutions, these factors seem to be 
less well balanced and the validity of the principle ceases.* For the present 
it will be safe to consider the principle as an empirical one, holding for solutions 
of total salt content up to 0.25 or 0.3 molar.* For quite dilute solutions the 
effect of the electrolyte on the solvent would be negligible, and only to such 
solutions would the theoretical derivation brought forward by Washburn be 
applicable. 

Influence of a Common Ion. — For a saturated aqueous 
solution of silver acetate at a given temperature, the product of 

^ This sentence is quoted from a letter from Dr. Washburn, who is at 
present investigating moderately concentrated solutions of electrolytes, to 
determine the range of concentrations in which it is possible to apply the 
laws of ideal solution. 

* Cf. Geffcken, Z. Phys. Chem., 49, 257 (1907), and the references given there. 
' Cf. Arrhenius, loc. cit.f and similar investigations on the " salt effect" 

(p. 109). 

* Vide Geffcken, loc. cit., 295, and SHeglUz, he. cit., and p. 142. 

« See also Hill, J, Am. Chem. Soc.y 32, 1186 (1910). Hill attacks the principle 
as a whole, but brings no evidence against its validity for solutions of concen- 
trations up to 0.3. 

* The limit of concentration depends, for constancy, upon the nature of 
the salts. The calculations, on which the data in the tables on pp. 146-7 are 
based, involve extrapolations which prevent the results, especially for the more 
concentrated solutions, being considered as final. 
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the ion concentrations may be considered a constant, [CHjCOO*' 
X [Ag+] = Kap.. 

In such an aqueous solution, containing no foreign salts, the 
concentration of the silver-ion is equal to the concentration of 
the acetate-ion, since a molecule of silver acetate, when it ionizes, 
gives one silver ion for every acetate ion formed. The numerical 
value of the solubility-product may then be calculated, if the 
solubility of the salt and its degree of ionization are known. 
For ii^tance, at 16° one liter of water dissolves 10.07 grama of 
silver acetate, that is, 10.07/167, or 0.0603 gram-molecule (mole). 
Conductivity measurements show that 70.8% of the salt is 
ionized in such a solution, and consequently the concentration 
of the silver-ion is 0.708 X 0.0603, or 0.0427. The concentration 
of the acetate-ion is the same, and the value of the solubility- 
product constant, obtained by inserting these quantities in the 
above equation, is Ks,p. = 0.0427 X 0.0427 = 0.00182. 

Now, if, to the saturated solution of the silver acetate, there are 
added a few drops of a concentrated solution of sodium acetate 
or some crystals of solid sodium acetate, the concentration of the 
acetate-ion is thereby increased and the condition of equilibrium 
in the solution is disturbed: 

X [CHaCOO-] X [Ag+-1 > Ks.p. 
The concentration of the acetate-ion having been increased, the 
ion will combine more rapidly than before with the silver-ion, 
and the concentration of the nonionized salt will be increased. 
The solution being already saturated with nonionized silver 
acetate, the excess formed must be precipitated. As a matter 
of fact, a precipitate of silver acetate is readily obtained in this 
way (exp.). Precipitation will cease when sufficient silver acetate 
has crystallized out to make the product of the concentrations 
of the ions again equal to the solubility-product constant. If, 
after the crystallization is complete and equilibrium has been 
reestablished, the acetate-ion is x' times as concentrated as it 
was in the pure aqueous solution, the concentration of the silver- 
ion must be reduced to l/x' its original value: 

x' [CHaCOO"! X [Ag+]/i' = Ks.p.. 

Precipitatioa. — We see thus that precipitation of a difficultly 
soluble ionogen mil result when the product of the ion concentrations 
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is made greater than the value of the solvMlity-prodiui constant for 
thai substance. In the second place, it is seen that the concentra- 
tion of an ion of an insoluble salt, which can be present in the 
saturated solution of the salt, is dependent on the concentration 
of the other ion {or ions) of the salt. This fact is a very important 
one in analytical chemistry and it is taken advantage of in many 
ways, as we shall presently see. 

It is clear that a corresponding result should be obtained when, 
to the saturated aqueous solution of silver acetate, an excess of the 
silver-ion is added — for instance by the addition of solid silver 
nitrate or of a little of a concentrated solution of this salt {exp.). 
Here again, the product of the ion concentrations is greater than 
the constant, i.e. [CH3COO"] X y [Ag+] > Ks.p., and precipitation 
results. Silver acetate therefore crystallizes out, until 

{ [CHaCOOi/y'l X y' [Ag+] = Ks.p.. 

The following table shows the relations when sodium acetate is added to 
the saturated solution of silver acetate. Column 1 gives the concentration 
of the sodium acetate in the solution saturated with silver acetate, column 
2 the percentage of the sodium acetate that is ionized, column 3 the total 
concentration of silver acetate in the saturated solution, column 4 the per- 
centage of it which is ionized, column 5 the concentration of the acetate- 
ion, column 6 the concentration of the silver-ion and column 7 the value of 
the solubility-product. 



1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


Na-Aoet. 


100 p. 


Ag-Aoet. 


100 p'. 


ICH3COO-]. 


lAg+I. 


^8.P.- 







0.0603 
0.0392 
0.028 
0.0208 


70.8 
64.5 
59.7 
52.3 


0.0427 
0.0735 
0.1065 
0.1727 


0.0427 
0.0258 
0.0167 
0.0109 


0.00182 


0.061 
0.119 
0.239 


78.6 

75.8 
70.8 


0.00185 
0.00179 
0.00188 



The second table shows the relations when an excess of the silver-ion is 
present, silver nitrate having been added to the saturated silver acetate 
solution. The columns have the same significance as in the first table, ex- 
cepting that the first column gives the concentration of silver nitrate present 
and the second colunm its degree of ionization.^ 

It is clear from these results that a difficultly soluble salt is rendered less 
soluble (see colunm 3 of the tables) by the presence of another salt, when the 

1 For further illustrations, vide Stieglitz, J. Am. Chem. Soc., 30, p. 947 (1908), 
and the references given there to the work of Noyes, Findlay, etc. 
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> 


3 


J 


4 


s 


6 


' 


AtNOi. 


loop. 


Ag-Ao.1. 


100 p'. 


iCHri^OO-]. 


[A«+|. 


.Ka.p.. 






0.0603 
0-0417 
0,0341 
0,0195 


70.8 
64.0 
38,6 
51.7 


0.0427 
0-0267 
0,0200 
0.0100 


0,0427 
0,0767 
0,1142 
0,1809 




0-oei 

119 

0.239 


82,0 
78.4 
74,0 


0,00204 
0,00227 
0,00182 



Applications in Analysis. — A few instances of the application 
of this relation in analysis follow. The determination of the 
aulphate-ion is based on the precipitation of barium sulphate from 
solutions of Bulphates, The solubility of barium sulphate in 
water at 18° ia 0.0023 gram, or 0.0023/233 = O.Oa mole per 
liter. In such an extremely dilute solution, the salt may be 
considered to be completely ionized, and the value of the solu- 
bility-product constant is found from Ks.p. = [Ba'^1 X [SO^"] 
= O.O4I*, or O.Oal. Now, the amount of sulphate-ion left in 
solution, which would be about one milligram per liter of the 
aqueous solution, may be reduced by the use of a small excess 
of the precipitant, barium chloride. An excess of as little as 0.2 
gram or 0.001 mole of BaCla per liter would increase the con- 
centration of the barium-ion about one hundredfold, and barium 
sulphate would be precipitated, until the concentration of the 
sulphate-ion had been reduced about one hundredfold. The 
loss of the sulphate-ion is thus reduced to approximately 0,01 
milligram per liter. 

In passing, we may ask what the approximate lo.ss of dissolved 
nonlonized barium sulphate would amount to. The value of 
the ratio j [Ba++] X [SOrK : [BaSOJ, representing the ionization of 
barium sulphate, is unknown for the extreme dilution represented 

> Some inatances are known where the solubility of a salt is increased 
by the addition of a salt with a common ioD. In such cases it ia extremely 
likely that an ion of the ealt in question forms a complex ion with a, compo- 
nent of tho solution. Vide A. A. Noyes, Z. phys. Chem.. 6, 241 (1890), and 
0, 603 (1892). In Chapter XII we shall discuaa, in detail, instances of this 
nature where the formation of complex ions is particularly susceptible of exact 
experimenbU oerificalioa. 

' Especially by Noycs, loc, cU., and luter papers; Findlay, loc. ciL 
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by the saturated solution. If we assume it to be roughly of the 
order 2000:1/ the solubility of nonionized barium sulphate at 
18° would be roughly 0.05 milligram per liter. 

As a rule, then, in the absence of complicating conditions,* an 
excess of the precipitant promotes the complete precipitation of 
an ionogen. 

Washing of Precipitates.^ — When barium sulphate has been 
brought on the filter and the excess of precipitant is to be washed 
out, then, as the excess of barium chloride is removed, the sul- 
phate becomes more soluble again. It is advisable, therefore, to 
wash the precipitate as effectively as possible with a very small 
volume of water — as a rule, the water is used in a very fine 
stream or is applied drop by drop. 

Such precautions are still more important m the case of pre- 
cipitates which are comewhat more soluble than is barium sul- 
phate, and in such cases the question must be considered, whether 
as a washing fluid, some solution may not be used, which contains 
an ion in common with the precipitate, and which has, therefore, 
according to the principle of the solubility-product, a very much 
smaller dissolving power for the precipitate in question than pure 
water. That is a resource of the analyst to which recourse is 
occasionally taken. Lead sulphate, for instance, is washed with 
a very dilute solution of sulphuric acid, rather than with pure 
water;* potassium cobaltinitrite, K3Co(N02)6, which is used in 
the separation of cobalt from nickel, is washed ^ with a ten per 
cent solution of potassium acetate, containing a little potassium 
nitrite. Ammonium phosphomolybdate, used in determinations 
of phosphates, is washed with a solution of ammonium nitrate. 

^ This is the value for a similar ratio for KCl of the same concentration, 
as found, by extrapolation, from the data in the table on p. 108. 

* Owing to the possibility of the formation of complex ions (Chapter XII), 
each individual case must be considered by itself and the most favorable con- 
ditions for the complete precipitation determined experimentally. The rule 
mentioned is to be used as a guide, and the reference to the possibility of 
the formation of complex ions considered as a warning, in the planning of 
such investigations. 

' C/. p. 136, concerning precautions used to prevent precipitates from 
assuming the colloidal state. 

* Fresenius, Quantitative Analysis, I, 355 (1904). 
« Ibid., I, 307. 
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The use of such solutions for washing precipitates ia limited by 
the necessity, first, of avoiding salts which interfere with subse- 
quent operations {e.g. which would leave non-volatile residues in 
the subsequent ignition of a precipitate, that ia to be weighed after 
ignition) and, secondj of avoiding the loss of precipitate by the 
formation of complex ions between an ion of the precipitate and a 
component of the washing mixture (see p, 148). But wherever 
such complications can be excluded, the method is a desirable one. 

It has BometimeH been recommeiided to wash & precipitate with a saiu- 
raled aqueous Eolution of the precipitate itself, ia place of with pure water. 
It waa reasoned that the solution, being already saturated with the salt, 
would not be able U> dissolve any of the precipitate obtained. That ia true; 
but if a. saturated solution of a. salt, MeX, is placed on a filter still holding 
an excess of the precipitant, i.e. one of the ions, say X, of the precipitate, 
then this excess may cause supersaturation of the saturated washing fluid 
and some of the salt may be precipitated out of the washing fluid. The 
method, as commonly employed, has therefore the inherent fault, theoretically 
at least, of being liable to ^ve too high results. If It is to be employed 
without error, precautiona must be taken first to remove, from the precipitate 
and filter, the mother liquor (contmning the excess of precipitant) as com- 
pletely as possible. If in a given cose this can be accomplished, then the 
danger of precipitating any of the salt (MeX) from the saturated solution is 
avoided, and the precipitate (MeX | ) may then be further washed with a 
saturated solution of the same salt (MeX), with advantage, in certain cases. 
Thus, in the Undo-Gladding method ' of determining potasuum in the form 
of potassium cbtoroplatinate, the source of error, ;u9t discussed, has been 
avoided in the following way: the excess of predpitant, chloroplatinic acid 
HiPtCI., which has the ion PtCir ia common with the precipitate, is firet 
removed from the precipitate by thorough washing of the precipitate with 
alcohol; subsequently, other impurities, e.g. sulphates, soluble in water but not 
iu alcohol, are washed out with an aqueous solution of ammonium chloride' that 
has been saturated with potassium chloroplatinate. The method gives good 
results. 

The Solubility -Product in Volumetric Aoalysis. — A final instance of the 
application of the solubility-product principle to the ordinaiy methods of 
analytical chemistry, may be taken from the field of quantitative, volumetric 
analy^. A particularly accurate method of determining silver consists in 
precipitating it as silver chloride by means of a standardized solution of 
sodium chloride. The aim of the method is to recognize, as exactly as posd- 

> Official Methods of Analysis, Bulletin 107, p. 11, U. S. Dept. of Agri- 
culture. 

* The excess of chloroplatinic acid is first washed out of the precipitate 
ptimarity to avoid subsequent precipitation of ammonium chloroplatinate, but 
its removal also avoids the error discussed in the text. 
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ble, the point where the action AgNOs + NaCl —  AgCi J, + NaNOt has just 
completed itself, i.e. where one equivalent of sodium chloride has been added 
for just one equivalent of silver nitrate present. A very sensitive method^ 
depends on the fact that silver chloride can be made to coagulate by the vig- 
orous shaking of its suspensions, and that the coagulated chloride settles 
rapidly, leaving a clear supernatant liquid, in which the appearance of the 
faintest turbidity may be recognized, when the sodium chloride solution ia 
carefully added to the silver nitrate solution under investigation. Now, 
when sodium chloride solution is added in this way to silver nitrate, a point 
is reached (called the ** neutral point")** where the addition of a further drop 
or two of sodium chloride solution will still produce a precipitate, and where 
one would be inclined to decide that too little of the chloride had been used 
to complete the action. But, at the same time, the addition of a few drops 
of silver nitrate solution to the solution at the ''neutral point" also produces 
a precipitate of silver chloride, seemingly indicating that an excess of sodium 
chloride had been used, and apparently contradicting the previous result. 
As a matter of fact, such a behavior is exactly what is to be expected from 
a solution, when exactly equivalent quantities of silver nitrate and sodium 
chloride have been brought together in solution. The solution is then satu- 
rated with silver chloride, Ks.P. = [Ag+'J X [C1-] and [Ag+'J = [C1-], and the 
further addition either of the silver-ion (silver nitrate) or of the chloride-ion 
(sodium chloride) should produce a precipitate, according to the principle of 
the solubility-product. The correct end-point in the determination is, thus, 
the *' neutral point," for at that point the quantity of silver present is equiva- 
lent to the quantity of sodium chloride added. 

ElBFect of Electrolytes with No Ion in Common with the Precipi- 
tate. — In the precipitation of silver acetate from its saturated 
solution by the addition of sodium acetate (p. 145), it is the ace- 
tate-ion, according to the principle of the solubility-product, which 
is efifective — the sodium-ion has no part in the action. Also, in a 
similar way, the precipitation produced by the addition of silver 
nitrate is ascribed to the increased concentration of the silver-ion — 
the nitrate-ion has no share in the action. We may ask, what the 
effect on the solubility of silver acetate will be, if a salt, sodium 
nitrate, yielding only foreign ions, and no common one, is added 
to its saturated solution. The presence of sodium and of nitrate 
ions will not increase the concentration of either of the ions of 
silver acetate, will not increase the value of either factor in 
the product of ion concentrations; the addition of sodium nitrate, 
therefore, should not lead to the precipitation of any silver acetate, 
and as a matter of experiment it does not (exp.). A closer study 

* Gay-Lussac*s method. 

* Mulder. See Sutton's Volumetric Analysiaf p. 304 (1904) • 
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of the conditions will show, in fact, that it renders silver acetate 
somewhat more aohibU. The addition of the sodium-ion wUl lead 
to the suppression of some of the acetate-ion, nonionized sodium 
acetate being formed to a certain extent; the nitrate-ion will com- 
bine with some of the silver-ion to form nonionized silver nitrate: 
thus the concentrations of both of the ions of silver acetate are re- 
duced, and the product ot ion concentrations is rendered smaller than 
the solubility-product constant, JICHjCOOi - jj X)[Ag+] - ]/j 
< Ksp,. 

Since the concentrations of both the silver and the acetate ions 
are reduced, they will not combine as rapidly as before to form non- 
ionized silver acetate,' and the conditions of equilibrium between 
the latter and its ions must be disturbed. The nonionized salt 
ionizes, for a moment, more rapidly than it is formed and its con- 
centration will thus be reduced. We, therefore, might expect the 
solution to become unsaturated in respect to the nonionized form, 
and the solid salt, if present, should go into solution. In other 
words, the addition of a salt with two foreign ions should in- 
crease the solubility of a di^icultly soluble salt (it is understood that 
no salt is used which would precipitate a new, less soluble salt). 
This expectation has also been fully confirmed by careful quan- 
titative determinations, especially by A, A. Noyes and his col- 
laborators. The effect may be demonstrated more easily by the 
addition to silver acetate of an electrolyte which will very 
thoroughly suppress one of its ions. Nitric acid is such an agent. 
The hydrogeii-ion will very decidedly reduce the concentration of 
the acetate-ion, acetic acid being a weak acid (table, p. 104). 
There is no difficulty in recognizing the anticipated effect (exp.). 

Solution of Precipitates. — We find, then, that when the produd 
of the ion concentrations of a difficultly soluble salt becomes smaller 
than the solubility-product constant, the solution is unsaturated in 
regard to the salt, and the solid salt, if present, vriU go into solution. 

Summary. — The conclusions concerning the application of 
the solubility-product constant may be summarized as follows: 
A solution is saturated with a difficultly soluble ionogen when the 
product of the concentrations of the ions of the ionogen is equal to 
the characteristic solubility-product constant (at the given tempera- 
ture). A solution is supersaturated and precipitation will follow, if 
the product of the ion concentrations is greater than the constant. 
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(See p. 122 in regard to precautions against prolonged supersatu- 
ration.) A solution is unsaturated, and the ionogen, if present, 
will dissolve when the product of the ion concentrations is smaller 
than the constant. 

Further Considerations Concerning Precipitation and Solu- 
tion. — It is further evident that precipitation is favored, if the 
precipitating agent contains an electrolyte which produces the 
precipitating ion readily; for instance, carbonic acid does not 
precipitate any barium carbonate from a solution of barium 
chloride (exp.) — carbonic acid being an exceedingly weak acid 
and producing only a minute concentration of the carbonate-ion 
COi, necessary for the precipitation; but sodium carbonate, a 
readily ionized salt, will precipitate the barium carbonate quan- 
titatively (p. 90). If some alkali is added to the mixture of 
barium chloride and carbonic acid (exp,), the latter is converted 
into a readily ionized salt, the concentration of the carbonate- 
ion is thus decidedly increased, and the precipitate forms in- 
stantly. In the same way, if hydrogen sulphide — a still weaker 
acid (table, p. 104), which forms only minute quantities of sul- 
phide and hydrosulphide ions (S" and HS") — is passed through 
a solution of ferrous sulphate, it fails to precipitate ferrous sul- 
phide; but a salt of hydrogen sulphide, ammonium sulphide, for 
instance, precipitates ferrous sulphide quantitatively (exp,). 

On the other hand, solution of an ionogen is evidently favored 
and its precipitation rendered more diflicult, if we suppress one 
(or both) of its ions. Thus barium phosphate, calcium carbonate, 
silver borate, and many salts of weak acids, that are very diffi- 
cultly soluble in water, are quite easily soluble in strong acids, 
which suppress the anions by converting them into little ionized 
acids. When a precipitate is dissolved by the addition of a 
reagent, such as an acid, an alkali, ammonia, ammonium sul- 
phide — chemical solvents most frequently used in analytical 
work — we may, as a general principle, consider that the reagent 
must afifect one or both of the ions of the precipitate in question, 
suppressing it (or them) and thereby making solution possible. 
The problem of determining in what way the suppression of the 
ion is efifected, must then be faced. Many occasions to deter- 
mine such questions^ will arise. 

1 Vide Chapters XII and XIII. 
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We have, therefore, a certain degree of control over the precipi- 
tation and solution of electrolytes, the control depending upon, 
and being limited by, the fact that the factors of ike product of ion 
concentrations are variables. 

On the other hand, we have httle control, in a given solvent, 
over the question of solution or precipitation as affected by the 
value of the ion product constant, the remaining term in the equa- 
tion of the solubility-product for 8aturat«d solutions. These con- 
stants cover a very wide range of values for the various salta, 
which are most frequently used in analytical work for the pre- 
cipitation of the common ions.' They are subject to variation 
with the temperature, and, as a rule, as moat salts are more soluble 
at higher than at lower temperatures, the values of the constants 
increase with the temperature. For exceedingly difficultly soluble 
salts, the increase is commonly of no practical moment in analytical 
work, when, by an excess of the precipitant, the ion, which is to 
be precipitated, can be precipitated quantitatively; the solubility 
of the nonionized salt, that is precipitated, is so minute (see 
p. 148) in this case, even at high temperatures, that it is alto- 
gether negligible for ordinary purpa'ies.^ On the other hand, pre- 
cipitates are often used which are not at all extremely insoluble 
but merely rather difficultly soluble ; they are used iu spite of their 
relatively slight insolubility because they are the best available 
forms for our purposes. Such salts are, for instance, lead chloride, 
magnesium -ammonium phosphate, potassium chloroplatinate, 
When these are precipitated, not only must the fact that they 
are appreciably soluble at ordinary temperature be taken into 
account, but also the fact that they are very much more solu- 
ble at higher temperatures. Lead chloride and potassium chloro- 
platinate are, for instance, quite soluble in hot water. 

As a rule, we select for the form in which a given ion is to be 
precipitated, a form which, in a saturated aqueous solution, showe 
the smallest concentration of the ion in question. But if no form is 

' A table of exact solubilities ie given at the end of the Lab. Manual, q.v. 

' In the moat exact quantitative work, as demanded in the delermina- 
tionB of atomic weights, every known loaa must, aa f ar as possible, be meas- 
ured and taken Into account. Beautiful inatancea of such work are found Jn 
T. W. Richards' classic determinations of atomic weights. Se4<, for instance, 
Richards, CamegU InnliluHon PtMiralions, No. 125 (1910), Determinations of 
the Atomic Weights of Silver, Lithium and Chlorine (Stud.). 
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known which is sufficiently insoluble to give satisfactory quantita- 
tive results, then we have recourse to a change in the solvent. 

Solubility and Solvent — For instance, a mixture of alcohol 
and water may be used, or water be excluded altogether; and 
either absolute (water-free) alcohol or a mixture of alcohol and 
ether may be employed. In the quantitative treatment of potas- 
siiun chloroplatinate, the last-named mixture is used in place of 
water. The change of solvent affects the solubility by a change 
both in the solubility of the ionized portion of a salt and in 
that of the nonionized salt. An important quantitative relation 
between the solubility of a given ionogen in different solvents 
and the ionizing powers of the solvents, as determined by their 
dielectric constants (p. 63), was predicted, on the basis of theo- 
retical considerations, by Malstrom ^ and by Baur.* Walden • has 
furnished experimental confirmation of the relation: The degree of 
ionization of a salt is found to be the same in its saturated solutions 
in different solvents, when the solutions are saturated at the same 
temperature. 

If this relation is combined with that discussed on page 63, accordmg to 
which the degree of ionization of a given salt, in different solvents, is the same, 
when the cube roots of its concentrations are directly proportional to the 
dielectric constants of the solvents (d : Vci = 62 : v C2 = a constant), then we 
find, that in saturated solutions of a given salty in different solventSj the cube 
roots of the concentraiionSy or solubUitieSy are directly proportional to the dielectric 
constarUs of the solventSy or, the solubilities are proportional to the third powers of 
the dielectric constants. 

ci : ^ci = C2 : ^C2 = a constant, or ci* : 62' = Ci : cj, 

ci and C2 representing the solubilities, in molar concentrations, in two solvents 
of dielectric constants ci and 62. 

The following table illustrates the relations for a salt examined by Walden, 
a derivative of ammonium iodide, namely tetraethyl ammonium iodide 
(C2H6)4NI. The first colimm gives the name of the solvent, the second the 
solubiUty or concentration in the saturated solution, in terms of the proportion 
of moles of the solute to the total number of moles present^ (solute +sol- 

1 Z. Elektrochem,y 11, 797 (1905). 

» Ibid.y 11, 936 (1905), and 12, 725 (1906). 

• Z. phys, Chem,y 66, 707 (1906), and 61, 638 (1907). 

^ If n is the number of moles of solute dissolved in N moles of solute, the 
concentration of the solute may be expressed as n/(n + N)t which is called 
its " mole fraction.'' This form of expressing concentrations is in many par- 
ticulars preferable to the mole/hter form. For very dilute solutions (n is 
very small compared with N) the two forms become practically identical, but 
they are not so for more concentrated solutions, and the mole-fraction ex- 
pression is then easier to treat rigorously. 
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vent); the third column gives the dielectric constant, i 
ditioiw, and the last column gives the relation e : yjc. 
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0.0332 
0,0020 
0,00201 
0,00072 
0.00031 


76,0 
, 32.2 
26,6 
21.8 
15.0 


50,5 
54.8 
45,5 
■52,8 
48. 














In view of the difficulties in detennining the values for the dieloctriu constant, 
the agreement in the values of the last column must bo considered satia- 
factory.' 

This important principle forma another striking instance of the suprenw 
injluence of electrical relations in deUmining the behavior of ionogens in 
eoluiion (see p. 111). 

Since, in soiutione saturated at the same temperature with a 
given ionogen, the degree of ionization of the ionogen ia the same 
in both solvents, the proportion of nonionized to ionized salt is 
also the same. If a salt, e.g. calcium sulphate, is iesa soluble in 
alcohol than in water, the alcohol must hold leas of the non- 
ionized form, as well as less of the ionized salt, than does an equal 
volume of water at the same temperature. 

The development of further relations, of fundamental importance 
to analytical chemistry, with the aid of the laws of chemical and 
physical equilibrium and of the principle of the solubility-product, 
will be taken up in the study of the reactions of the various ana- 
lytical groups of ions. 

' See Walden, he cit., for more extended data. 
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SYSTEMATIC ANALYSIS AND THE APPLICATION OF 
FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 



CHAPTER IX  

SYSTEMATIC ANALYSIS FOR THE COMMON METAL IONS. THE 
IONS OF THE ALKALIES AND OF THE ALKALINE EARTHS. 
ORDER OF PRECIPITATION OF DIFFICDLTLY SOLUBLE 
SALTS WITH A COMMON ION 

In systematic analysis it is most convenient to make separate 
examinations for the metal and for the acid ions. The exaraina^ 
tion for metal ions usually precedes that for the acid ions, and the 
scheme of analysis for the former will be considered first. 

The analytical grouping of the metallic elements is not a natural 
one, as far as their chemical behavior is concerned. Such a 
grouping is found In the Periodic System of Mendelejeff and is 
used in systematic inorganic chemistry.' The groups in analysis 
are based chiefly, but not exclusively, on the physical property 
of greater or smaller solubiUty of certain salts of the metals. 
According to the salts chosen, different systems vary somewhat 
in detail. Frequently elements of the same natural family are 
also found in the same analytical group, relationship in chemical 
properties being often coincident with relationship in the physical 
behavior of the salts of the metals. 

In the following list, the common metal ions are arranged 
in groups, which are given in the order in which they are precipi- 
tated in the. method of systematic analysis adopted. In each 
case, a group name and the characteristic reagents used in sepa- 
rating a group from those following it, are given. 

The Silver Group. — Ions whose chlorides are insoluble in 
dilute acid solutions. The precipitating agent is HCl. 

' See Smith, General Inorganic ChemUtry, p. 414, General Chemislry for Coi- 
legea, p. 277; Remsen, Inorganic Ckemiatry {advanced eourae), p. 158. 
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Pb"*^ (the chloride is somewhat soluble), Ag^, Hg+. 

The Copper and the Arsenic Groups. — Ions whose sulphides 
are msoluble in dilute acids. The precipitating agent for the two 
groups is HjS, in add solution. The sulphides of the arsenic group 
are soluble in a mixture of (NH4)2S and (NH4)iS, and are separated 
thereby from the sulphides of the copper group. 

The Copper Group. — Hg++, (Pb++), Bi+++, Cu++, Cd++. 
The Arsenic Group.— As+++, As+++++, Sb+++, Sb+++++, 
Sn++, Sn-t^+ Pt++, Pt++++ Au+ Au-h^-. 

The Aluminium and the Zinc Groups. — Ions whose sulphides 
or hydroxides are insoluble in neutral or slightly alkaline (ammo- 
nium hydroxide) solutions. The two groups are precipitated to- 
gether by a mixture of NH4CI, NH4OH, (NH4)2S. The aluminium 
group may be separated from the zinc group by treatment of solu- 
tions of the chlorides or nitrates with barium carbonate. 
The Aluminium Group. — Fe+++, A1+++ Cr+++. 
The Zinc Group. — Fe++, Ni++, Co++, Mn++, Zn++. 

The Alkaline Earth Group. — Ions whose carbonates and 
phosphates are insoluble in neutral or alkaline solutions. The 
precipitating agent is NH4CI, NH4OH, (NH4)2C03 for Ba++, 
Sr++, Ca++, and (NH4)2HP04 for Mg++.i 

The Alkalies. — Ions whose chlorides, sulphides, hydroxides, 
carbonates and phosphates are soluble. K+, Na+, NH4'^. 

In considering the analytical reactions and the analysis of these 
groups of metal ions, we shall take up the groups in the order 
reversed to that given in the table. We shall begin with the group 
of alkali metals, follow this group with the alkaline earths, then 
take the aluminium and zinc groups, the copper and silver groups, 
and finish with the arsenic group. This order is chosen because 
the chemistry of the reactions involved is simplest in the groups 
to be studied first and grows more complicated as we advance to 
those to be studied later. 

It is not intended to discuss in detail all the reactions and 
methods; our attention will be limited rather to the study of 
typical general relations, and the student is expected to acquire 
the power to apply the general conclusions reached, to any specific 
case demanding it. 

1 Mg++ may also be precipitated as a carbonate with the other ions of the 
group (see Part III). 



The Alkali Group. — The group includes the ions of sodium 
and potassium, the moat common and most important of the alkali 
metals, and the ommonium-ioQ. Characteristic of the ions of the 
group ia the fact that all of their common salts are easily soluble 
in water. They remaui in solution in systematic analysis, while 
other metal ions are removed in the fonn of various insoluble 
precipitates. 

The ammonium-ion is recognized, and may be removed from a 
mixture of the salts of the group, on the basis of a fundamental 
distinction in its chemical behavior, namely its instability and the 
instability of its compounds. Sodium-ion and potassium-ion, are 
recognized, and separated from each other, by physical methods. 
All ammonium compounds, NH^X, decompose more or less 
readily into ammonia and the free acids,' according to the reversible 
reaction, 

NH,X i^ NHa + HX. 

The stronger the acid combined with ammonia, the more stable 
is the salt, and the higher is the temperature, at which the salt 
decomposes readily and rapidly. Ammonium chloride, one of the 
moat stable of the salts, is decomposed rapidly only at about 
350°, which is, however, still below red heat; ammonium car- 
bonate, the salt of a very much weaker acid, decomposes appre- 
ciably at ordinary temperatures, and exposed to the air, it 
gradually disappears as ammonia, carbon dioxide and water. If 
the acid of the salt is volatile at the dissociation temperature of 
the salt, the whole salt is volatilized, and if the ammonia and 
volatile acid vapor reach a colder space, recombination to form the 
original solid salt occurs to a considerable extent (the "smoking 
ofif " of ammonium chloride). If the acid is not volatile, the salt, 
nevertheless, loses its ammonia at temperatures below red heat, 
while the acid remains. Sodium -ammonium phosphate, for in- 
stance, when heated, loses its ammonia, and sodium-dihydrogen 
phosphate is left as a nonvolatile residue. 

Ammonium happens to form salts which closely resemble the 
corresponding salts of potassium in physical properties, such aa 

' In the caae of ammonium nitrate a different form of deoomposition, 
namely into nitrous oxide and water, predominates, and, in the case of am- 
monium nitrite, decomposition into nitrogen and water takes place bo readily, 
that tlie decompodtioQ of the salt takes that direction cliieSy. 
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solubility and insolubility, salts which could readily be mistaken 
for potassium salts. Advantage is taken of the chemical insta- 
bility of the anmionium salts, just described, to remove anmionium 
completely from mixtures, by ignition, before tests for potassium 
are made. 

Water is a far weaker acid (see table, p. 104) than carbonic 
acid and it is not surprising to find the compound formed by water 
and anunonia, ammonium hydroxide, one of the least stable of the 
anmionium compounds. Even at ordinary temperature, the hy- 
droxide is more or less decomposed, according to a reversible 
reaction of the same type as that found for the ammonium salts, 
NH4OH ^ NH3 + HOH. 

Chemists have always been interested in the problem of the exact degree 
of stability of ammonium hydroxide, and, more particularly, in the problem 
whether ammonia gives solutions in water showing very much weaker basic 
strength^ than equivalent solutions of potassiiun and sodium hydroxides, 
primarily becaiise only a smaU proportion of the ammonia is combined with 
water to form the real basCf amm^onium hydroxide (which would be present then 
in much more dilute solution than the alkali metal hydroxides are in the 
solutions with which the comparison is made), or chiefly because ammonium 
hydroxide is much less readily ionizable than potassium or sodium hydroxide. 

For the reversible action NHs + HOH ^ NH4OH we. would have, at a 
constant temperature, according to the law of chemical equilibrium, 

[NH,] X [HOH ] 
[NH4OH] 

For a dilute solution at a given temperature the concentration of the water 
may be considered a constant, and therefore 

[NH.] ^ _^ ^ 
[NH«OH] [HOH] NH.. W 

For the ionization of ammonium hydroxide, NH«OH f:± NH4+ + H0~, we 
would have in turn, 

[NH4+] X [H0-] _ 

[NH«OH] **»"• <"> 

This constant represents the real ionization constant of ammonium hydroxide 
as a hasCj and its approximate value has only recently been determined by 
Moore* and found to be about 5 X lO"*. The ratio [NH8]/[NH40H] was 
found to be approximately 2 at 20°. According to this result, ammonium 
hydroxide is really a much weaker, less readily ionized base than potassium 
or sodium hydroxide. The efficiency of ammonium hydroxide as a base depends 

1 Table, p. 106. 

» T. S. Moore, J. Chem. Soc. (London), 91, 1379 (1907). 
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on both conditions of equilibrium; the first equation Btatea what proportion 
of ammonium hydroxide can exist, as such, in solution, it a given amount 
ammonia is dissolved in a given amount of water, and the second equation 
shows the proportion of the hydroxide, which is ionized. The equations may 
be combined' into one expression, 

[NHll X IHQ-] ^ j^ 

}[NH.OH| + [NH,]i  ^ ' 

That ia. the ralio of INH1+] X [HO-] to the lotal concentTOlion of nonwnized 
ammonium hydroxide and ammonia, is a amelanl. This constant has the 
value 0.000,018 at 18° (as given in the table, p. 106) and, as said, comprises in 
a single expression a statement measuriog the eficieruy, as a base, of a solution 
of ammonium hydroxide and ammonia in aqueous solutions. The concen- 
tration of the hydroxide-ion, on which the efficiency as a base depends, can be 
ascertMned directly from the expression, provided we know the total concen- 
tration of the ammonia and ammonium hydroxide and the concentration and 
degree of ionization of any ammonium salt, which may be present with the 
base (see p. 161). These data are ea^y obtained by direct measurement. 

The instability of ammonium hydroxide ia used aa a means for 
detecting ammonium-ion in its salta. The latter are treated with 
some strong base, such as sodium or calcium hydroxide, and 
the ammonia, liberated by the decomposition of its hydroxide, ia 
recognized by its odor or by the more sensitive test of its action 
on moist litmus. The delicacy of the test is dependent on the 
conditions expressed in the equilibrium equation (p. 160). 

Sodium and potassium resemble each other so profoundly in the 
chemical behavior of their compounds, that they are recognized, 
and separated from each other, by physical methods. A very 
simple physical teat is based on the color of their heated vapors, 
the color imparted to the nonluminous bunsen flame by the 
introduction and volatilization of their salts. The sodium flame 
is BO intense that, if sodium is present in any quantity, the color 
of its flame easily masks the faint color of potassium vapor. The 
color of the flame is beat examined, in such a case, with the aid of 
a spectroscope, in which the light emitted by the two elements may 
be readily recognized side by side, or with the aid of cobalt glass, 
which absorbs the sodium light. 

' From equation (I) wc obtain directly, by the application of a simple mathe- 
matical transformation, that ![NH,l + [NH.OH]i/[NHiOH] = i:NH,-t-l = A', 
Md, therefore, [NH.OH] = j [NH,| + INHiOH] f /k'. Inserting this value for 
[NHiOH] in equation (II) and transferring k". we have [NHi'lX [HO"]/ 
ilNHJ + [NH.OH]f = kbu^/k' - K. 
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The ions of the two metals may be separated and identified by 
means of difficultly soluble salts. There are so few of these in 
the case of both ions, that recourse must be taken to the salts 
of comparatively unconunon acids. Potassium MoroplcUinate 
K2PtClfl, precipitated by the addition of chloroplatinic acid HaPtCle 
to concentrated solutions of potassium salts, gives very satisfac- 
tory results, both in qualitative and in quantitative work. The 
acid tartrate, KHC4H4O6, the picrate, KC6H2N8O7, and the 
cobaltinitrite, K3Co(N02)6,^ are difficultly soluble and are some- 
times used to identify potassium-ion. The corresponding ammo- 
nium salts are also difficultly soluble and resemble the potassium 
salts, and ammonium-ion must therefore be removed, as stated 
above, if present, before any of these precipitates may be used 
for the identification of potassium-ion. In the case of sodium- 
ion, recourse is taken to the salt of a still more uncommon acid; 
pyroantimonate of sodium, Na2H2Sb207, 6 aq., is sufficiently diffi- 
cultly soluble and characteristic to be used as a means of identify- 
ing sodium-ion. 

The Alkaline Earth Group. — This group includes magnesium, 
calcium, strontium, and barium. Chemically, the analogous com- 
pounds of the four alkaline earths resemble one another so much, 
that physical differences alone are used in their separation and 
identification. For qualitative work, the colors of their heated 
vapors,^ especially when examined in the spectroscope, give us 
sensitive and reliable tests for their presence. The alkaline earth 
ions, especially the ions of barium, strontium and calcium, form 
a great number of insoluble salts, which may be used to separate 
them from each other. Salts used for this purpose and the methods 
of employing them are considered in detail in the laboratory work 
(see Part III). Here some general principles, only, will be con- 
sidered in connection with the behavior of some of the most im- 
portant of the precipitates. 

There is a very wide range in the degree of the insolubility of 
such precipitates as are used in analysis. In the table at the end 
of Part IV, the exact solubilities of the most important precipi- 

1 Water of crystallization, found in many of the precipitates used in quali- 
tative analysis, will, as a rule, be indicated only in the formulas used in Part 
III, in the study of the reactions of ions. 

> See Part III as to the method of vaporizing magnesium. 
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tates of the alkaline earths are given, for 18", in grams and naoles 
per liter. The values are instructive in a number of respects. 

Inspection of the table shows which are the least soluble (in 
molar terms), and therefore the best salts, for precipitating barium, 
strontium and calcium, in order to insure the use of the most 
sensitive teats for the ions of each of these metals. It also shows 
which salts must be treated with special precautions to escape 
error. It is further seen, that if the carbonates of these alkaline 
earths are precipitated by a moderate excess of ammonium car- 
bonate, the addition of a sulphate (for instance ammonium sul- 
phate), to the filtrate from the precipitated carbonates, will only 
precipitate barium sulphate, the only sulphate whose solubility (and 
solubility-product) is smaller than that of the corresponding car- 
bonate. In the same way, calcium oxalate is the only oxalate, of 
these three alkaline earths that will be precipitated by ammonium 
oxalate in the filtrate from the carbonates (see Part III in regard 
to precautions against difficultly soluble double oxalates of magne- 
sium). Again, calcium sulphate is the only one of the sulphates, 
which is sufficiently soluble in water to give an immediate heavy 
precipitate, when the sulphates are shaken for a few moments with 
water and the filtered solution is treated with a few drops of 
ammonium oxalate solution. 

Fractional Precipitation.' — If sulphuric acid is added to a 
0.5 molar solution of the chloride either of barium, of strontium 
or of calcium, the corresponding sulphate Is precipitated. We 
may ask which sulphate will be precipitated first, when sulphuric 
acid is added, drop by drop, to a solution containing the three 
chlorides. This problem, a case of the fractional precipitation of 
salts containing a common ion, may be treated from the point of 
view of the solubility-product principle as follows, the problem 
being limited, for the sake of simplicity, to only two of the sul- 
phates, those of barium and strontium. 

For a saturated solution of barium sulphate,* at 18°, in contact 
with the solid salt, we have, according to the principle of the 
Bol ubility- produ c t, 

Kb«so4 = [Ba++I X [SOT] = 0.0,1, 

 Cf. Rndlay, Z. phya. Chem., M, 409 (1900). 

 The solubility of barium sulphate at 1S°, according to tbc table, is 
0.0023/233, or O.Od mole per liter, and the salt may be considered completely 
ionised at this dilution. 
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and for a saturated solution of strontium sulphate, we have 
similarly^ 

Ksrso. = [Sr++] X [SOT] = 0.0625. 

Now, we may ask what the conditions are under which both 
precipitates can be present together in a condition of equilibrium 
with a supernatant saturated solution. In such a solution we 
have simultaneously 

Kfiaso. = [Ba++]i X [S07]i, 
Ksrso. = [Sr++]i X [SOTli. 

New sjrmbols, [Ba++]i, etc., are used for expressing the con- 
centrations, as they are not the same as in the pure aqueous 
solutions. The much more soluble strontium sulphate makes the 
concentration of the sulphate-ion very much greater than it is in 
the saturated solution of pure barium sulphate and diminishes the 
concentration of the barium-ion proportionately (p. 145). The 
concentration, [SOf]i, of the sulphate-ion, representing the actual 
(total) concentration of the ion in the solution saturated with 
both salts, appears in both of the new equations. Combining the 
two equations, we have, for the condition of equilibrimn between 
the two precipitates and the supernatant liquid, 

[Ba++]i ^ KBaSO^ ^ 1 
[Sr++]i Ksrso* 2500 ' 

That is, in a solution in equilibrium with both precipitates at 18®, 
the strontium-ion must be about 2500 times as concentrated as is 
the barium-ion. If we start with equivalent quantities of barium 
and strontium chlorides, say in 0.1 molar solutions, and gradually 
add sulphuric acid or ammonium sulphate, barium sulphate will 
be precipitated alone,^ until the strontium-ion is in the excess 

1 The solubility (see the table) is 0.114/183.6, or 0.0862 mole per liter, 84% 
of which is ionized (according to conductivity detenninations, Kohlrausch and 
Holbora, loc, cU.y p. 200). Hence [SrH-] = [SO^] = 0.00062 X 0.84 = 0.0005. 

' To establish equilibrium, prolonged "digesting" is sometimes required. 
Double salts, solid solutions and mechanical enclosures are liable to interfere 
with the completeness of such separations by fractional precipitation. Re- 
solution and reprecipitation will then usually effect a sufficiently accurate 
separation for most purposes. On account of the possibility of such complica- 
tions, the conditions for a successful separation, within limits such as those 
described in the text, must in all cases be investigated. 
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indicated by tfie ratio given. After that, strontium sulphate will 
be precipitated, with traces of barium sulphate, the ratio ex- 
pressed in the equilibrium equation being maintained in the 
supernatant liquid. On the other hand, if we start with a solu- 
tion containing a very large excess of a strontium salt, more than 
is required by the equilibrium ratio, then strontium sulphate will 
be precipitated first, until the ratio given is reached. 

Even should the more soluble salt be precipitated first from a 
solution containing, say, equal concentrations of barium and 
strontium ions, it could not remain in equilibrium with the super- 
natant liquid and would be converted into the less soluble one, be- 
fore equilibrium was reached in the system. We can follow similar 
relations, experimentally, by using precipitates of different colors. 
Silver chromate AgjCrO* is an intensely red precipitate, that is 
rather difficulty soluble in water (cxp.); a liter of water dis- 
solves' 0.0252 gram or 0.0,8 mole at 18°. The concentration 
of the silver-ion in the saturated solution is then 0.00016 mole.* 
Silver chloride AgCl, a white salt, is still less soluble in water, a 
liter of water at 18° dissolving 0.00134 gram or COJ mole, and 
the concentration of the silver-ion in the saturated solution is, 
therefore, only O.Ojl mole, aa compared with O.O3I6 in the satu- 
rated silver chromate solution. If a mixture of potassium chro- 
mate and potassium chloride, containing approximately equal 
(0.01 molar) concentrations of the two salts, is prepared and silver 
nitrate solution added, drop by drop, to the mixture, the first per- 
manent precipitate is the white silver chloride (ea^.). However, as 
the silver nitrate solution strikes the surface of the liquid, a red 
precipitate of the chromate, mixed with chloride, is momentarily 
seen, where the silver nitrate temporarily produces a local excess 
of the precipitant. But the red precipitate disappears rapidly 
and gives way to the white precipitate of the less soluble chloride. 
The quantitative relations, which may be developed with the aid 
of the principle of the solubility-product (see below), are such 
that, if little chromate is used, it may serve as an indicator to 

' See the table at the end of Part IV. 

 The Bait may be consiilered completely ionized at this dilution. Each 
molecule or silver chromutc forma two silver ions when it is ionized. See 
p. 141 in regard to the fonn the aolubility-product takea in the case of e. salt 
of this type. 
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determine quantitatively the moment when all the chloride, within the 
limits of allowed quantitative error, is precipitaied, the first perma- 
nent tinge of pink (solid Ag2Cr04), mixed with the yellow color 
of the solution, being used as the indication that the precipita- 
tion of the chloride is complete. Potassiimi chromate is used as 
a favorite indicator in quantitative analysis, for this purpose. 

The quantitative relations^ for the precipitation may be developed as fol- 
lows: For a supernatant Uquid in which a precipitate of silver chromate just 
appears permanently, together with the chloride, i.e. for the condition of satu- 
ration with both silver salts at 18°, we have 

^Agci = [Agf] X [C1-] = (0.04l)« = 0.0»1 
and 

'^M^CrO, = [Ag^P X [Cr04=] = (0.0,16)» X (O.O48) = 0.0u2, 
and therefore: 

[Cl-P ^ (Ka^ci)' ^ (0'0»1)' 1 

[CrOT] Ka^^CtO, 0.0u2 " 2 X 10» ' 

For a solution containing one or two drops (O.lc.c.) of saturated potassium 
chromate solution per 100 c.c, a proportion frequently used in quantitative 
analysis, the concentration of the chromate-ion is approximately O.O225 and 
the chloride-ion will consequently be precipitated until [CI"] =» O.OsS. The 
chief source of error in the method, then, will not be due to the incompleteness 
of the prior precipitation of the chloride, but rather to the use of the small ex- 
cess of silver nitrate required to precipitate sufficient chromate to be visible. 
This error may be avoided, and is avoided in very accurate work (e.g. in 
water analysis), by determining, in a blank test, the amount of silver nitrate 
required to show the change of tint of a pure chromate solution of the concen- 
tration to be used in the titration and by titrating to this tint in the determi- 
nation of the chloride: the volume of silver nitrate {e.g. 0.2 c.c. of a 0.01 
molar solution), required to produce the tint in the blank test, is subtracted 
from the total volume of silver nitrate used in the chloride determination. 

We find thus, that the order of precipitation of difficultly soluble 
salts J which contain a common ion (fractional precipitation), is sub- 
ject to the equilibrium conditions derived from the application of 
the principle of the solubility-product to the salts in question.^ 

It should be further noted that the condition of equilibrium 
between two precipitates, containing a common ion, and a super- 
natant liquid, depends on the concentrations in the supernatant 
liquid, in the liquid pha^e, and not on the quantities of the solids 

^ The complication, resulting from the hydrolysis of the chromate, is not 
included in this calculation. 
« Cf. Findlay, loc. cU, 



FRACTIONAL PRECIPITATION 167 

present. This conclusion was first reached by Guldberg and 
Waage, to whom we owe the law of mass action, and was 
fully confirmed by them. The modern treatment of the subject 
substitutes ion concentrations, i.e. the concentrations of the active  
components,' for the total concentrations used by these investiga- 
tors.' 

That the condition of equilibrium is dependent on the liquid 
phase can easily be demonstrated if mercurous chloride and 
mercurous hydroxide are selected as the two precipitates, in 
order that we may follow changes of concentration in the liquid 
phase by color changes. For the condition of equilibrium between 
the two precipitates and the supernatant liquid we may develop 
the relation 

[OHj _ Kh^h ^ „ 
IC1-] Kh«ci 

Exp. a few drops of phenolphthalian are added to 100 o.c. of & very 
dilute solution of potassium hydroxide dU molar); the usual indication 
of the presence of the hydroxide-ion is shown and the intensity of the color 
will be a meaaure of ita concentration. Three identical solutions are pre- 
pared and then a pinch of calomel is added to two of the solutions, — their 
pink color fades deeidediy. 

Some of the calomel is decomposed into dark-colored mercur- 
ous oxide, which is precipitated, and sufficient potassium chloride 
is formed to bring the ratio [OH-]/[Cl-], in the solution, down 
to the value required by the constant K. Since no chloride-ion 
is present at the start, this result can be brought about only by 
the change indicated. Now, some chloride, say a little of a 
concentrated solution of potassium chloride, which reacts perfectly 
neutral, is added to one of the mixtures of the hydroxide and 
chloride. The concentration of the chloride-ion is increased in 
the solution, the ratio [0H~]/[C1~] is made much too small and the 
condition of equilibrium is disturbed. Consequently, mercurous 
o^de reacts with potassium chloride, as expressed in the equation 
HgOH 1 -h KCl ^ HgCl i -I- KOH, until the ratio [0H-1/[C1-] 

• Even Guldberg and Waage considered the active mass to be the funda- 
mental factor and simply considered the total concentrations to be propor- 
tional to the " active masses," since they hud no means of determining the 
proportion o( " active " substancea in the total cpnccntrations. 

' See Nemat, Theoretical Chemithy, p. 533, for a fuller discussion of tbt 
relations between the new and the old views on this subject. 
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has the value required by the constant K. The phenolphthalem 
is colored by the increased concentration of the hydroxide-ion 
and shows the direction of the change.^ 
Precipitation by a Weak Base in the Presence of its Salts. — 

Magnesium, in contrast to the other alkaline earth metals, forms 
very few difficultly soluble compounds. Magnesium-ammonium 
phosphate, Mg(NH4)P04, a double salt, is the most characteristic 
precipitate for identifjdng it. Magnesium hydroxide, as the 
table of solubilities shows, is also very difficultly soluble. It is 
readily precipitated by potassium or sodium hydroxide, but 
anmionium hydroxide, at best, precipitates it only incompletely* 
from solutions of its salts, and very commonly does not precipi- 
tate it at all — namely, when ammonium salts in sufficient quantity 
are present (exp.). This peculiar behavior of ammonium salts, in 
interfering with the precipitation of magnesium hydroxide, puzzled 
chemists for many years, and a number of "theories'' were 
offered in explanation of it. But they all proved untenable, and 
the first adequate explanation, the one in accord with all the facts, 
was only found after the development of the theory of ionization. 
Its quantitative application to the case in question gives a perfect 
insight into the relations, and brings important confirmation of 
the correctness of its .fundamental assumptions.^ 

The fact that ammonium salts prevent the precipitation of 
magnesium hydroxide was formerly explained as being due to the 
formation of "double salts," such as MgCl2,NH4Cl. It is true 
that such double salts exist, but, if their formation should prevent 
the precipitation of magnesium hydroxide, possibly by includ- 
ing the magnesium as part of a negative ion or radical,* MgCls, 
then the corresponding double salts of magnesium chloride with 
potassium and sodium chloride (e.g. MgCl2,KCl), which are just 
as stable as the ammonium salts, should show the same behavior; 
but, as a matter of fact, the addition of potassium chloride does 
not interfere with the precipitation of the hydroxide by either 

1 Dietrich and Wohler, Z. anorg. Chem., 34, 194 (1903). 

* On account of the formation of an ammonium salt in the reaction. 

» Loven, Z. Anorg. Chem., 11, 404 (1896) ; Herz and Muks, ibid., 38, 138 
(1904). 

* In that case the salts would be called " complex " salts, salts of a com- 
plex ion, MgClr. See Chapter XII. They are really "double salts"; cf. Smith, 
General Inorganic Chemistry j p. 536. 
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potassium hydroxide or ammonium hydroxide (exp.). So the 
explanation is untenable. Obviously, a specific interference of 
ammonium saUs with Ike precipitating power of ammonium hydroxide 
is involved. But that is exactly what the law of chemical equi- 
librium, applied to the ionization of ammonium hydroxide, would 
demand: As a weak base, which is little ionized in pure aqueous 
solutions, it is very much weaker as a base, produces a far smaller 
concerUraiion of the hydroxide-ion, when readily ionizable salts of 
ammonium are added to the solution,^ and the precipitation of 
magnesium hydroxide, and of metal hydroxides in general, de- 
pends on the concentration of the hydroxide-ion, which ia a factor 
in the solubility-products of bases. 

The precipitation of magnesium hydroxide, in particular, depends on the 
relation of the product [Mg++] X [H0~]' to the Bolubility-product constant of 
magnesium hydroxide. For the saturated aqueous solution, the product 
[Mg++] X IHO-p ia equal to the solubility-product constant, and from the 
solubility of magnesium hydroxide (see the tuble) the value of the constant is 
found to be 0.0id15 at 18°. The concentration of magnesium-ion ia 0.000,164 
in this solution. In a 0,1 molar solution of magnesium sulphate, which 
is ionized to the extent of 37,3%, the concentration of magnesium-ion is 
0.0373, and it would require a concentration greater than 0,0i2of hydroade- 
ion to precipitate any magnesium hydroxide.' Now, the concentration of tho 
hydroxide-ion, in an ammoniacal solution, can easily be reduced far below this 
value by the addition of ammonium chloride, nitrate, sulphate or other readily 
iomzable ammonium salt to the solution, and then magnesium hydroxide will 
not be precipitated. 

In solutions of ammonium hydroxide the concentration of hydroxide ion 
for 18* is found from the relation [NHt ] X [HO-]: ! |NH*OHJ -|- jNH,]! - 
0,0(18 (p, 161), (1) For ammonium hydroxide, for instance m 0.2 molar solu- 
tion,andinlheabsenceofanyammonium8alt,|HO-] = [NH*«] = 0.0019.' This 
concentration of the hydroxide-ion should be more than sufficient to precipitate 
magnesium hydroxide in a 0.1 molar solution of the sulphate.' 

Exp. 100 c.c. of a mixture which should contain magnesium sulphate in 
0.1 molar solution would require 246/(10 X 10) or2.46 grama of MgSO,, 7HiO. 

' See p. 114, and recall the laboratory experiments (Lab, Manual, p. 9, { 6}, 
which may be given aa lecture experiments at this point. 

* Calling X the concentration of the hydroxide-ion, required to saturate a 
0.1 molar magnesium sulphate solution with magnesium hydroxide, we have 
0.0373 X a* = 0,0iol5 and x = 0,0.2. 

' Putting [H0-] = [NH:"1 = V, we have t^ : (0.2 - y) =■ 0,0*18. Then 
V - 0.0019. 

* 0.0373 X 0,0010> " 0.0.13, which is considerably larger than the solu- 
bility-product constant for magnesium hydroxide, O.OulS. 
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This weight of the salt is dissolved in 50 c.c. of water and 50 c.c. of 0.4 molar 
solution of ammonium hydroxide is added to it. Magnesium hydroxide is 
precipitated, (The precipitation is incomplete because the ammonium sulphate, 
formed in the reaction, reduces the ionization of ammonium hydroxide.) 

(2) In the presence of 0.25 molar anunonium chloride, the chloride being 
dissociated to the extent of 80%,^ the concentration of the hydroxide^on in 
a 0.2 molar ammonium hydroxide solution is reduced to O.O4I8.' According 
to the above calculation this is too small a concentration to precipitate magne- 
sium hydroxide in a 0. 1 molar solution of the sulphate. 

Exp. 1.35 grams anmionium chloride (the weight corresponding to 100 c.c. 
of a mixture containing ammonium chloride in 0.25 molar solution) is dissolved 
in 50 c.c. of 0.4 molar ammonium hydroxide and 2.46 grams of magnesium 
sulphate, dissolved as before in 50 c.c. of water, is added to the mixture. 
No precipitate of magnesium hydroxide is formed. 

In a similar fashion and for the same reason, anmionium salts 
interfere more or less with the precipitation of other hydrox- 
ides, for instance with the precipitation of manganous, nickelous, 
cobaltous, ferrous, zinc, cupric and cadmiiun hydroxides. But 
anmionium salts do not prevent the precipitation of aluminium, 
chromium and ferric hydroxides, which are much less soluble 
than the hydroxides just mentioned, and as much weaker bases, 
(Chap. X) are also much less readily ionized. They are precipi- 
tated by smaller concentrations of the hydroxide-ion than are 
the hydroxides of the first group, and their precipitation may be 
made quantitative. 

Exp. Ferric hydroxide is readily precipitated when 2.7 grams of ferric 
chloride FeCls, 6 H2O, the weight of the chloride required to give 100 c.c. 
of a 0.1 molar solution, is dissolved in as little water as possible. The solution 
is added to the mixture of magnesium sulphate, ammonium chloride and 
ammonium hydroxide obtained in the previous experiment, in which no mag- 
nesium hydroxide was precipitated. 

^ Kohlrausch and Holbom, p. 159. Minor changes in the degrees of ioniza- 
tion of MgS04 and NH4CI (and consequently of NH4OH) occur, when the salts 
are present together. In a rigorous treatment, the ionization of each salt in 
the mixture would be calculated with the aid of Arrhenius's principle of iso- 
hydric solutions. 

' Vide the analogous calculation on p. 113. 




CHAPTER X 

ALTJMmroM; AMPHOTERIC HYDROXIDES; HYDROLYSIS OF 
SALTS. THE ALUMINinM AND ZINC GROUPS 

The chemistry of the analytical reactions of the alkalies and 
alkaline earths is extremely simple, — it is essentially the chemis- 
try of well-defined bases and their salts, — and the separations 
and identifications, as we have seen, depend almost entirely on 
physical differences rather than on chemical contrasts. In the 
aluminium and zinc groups, which are precipitated together and 
which will be discussed together, the chemistry of the reactions 
becomes very much more complex. Therefore, we shall not, as 
yet, consider the groups as a whole, but shall first discuss the im- 
portant analytical reactions of some compounds of aluminium. 

Aluminium Hydroxide an Amphoteric Hydroxide. — Whereas 
the hydroxides of the alkali and alkaline earth metals are bases, 
pure ajid simple, aluminium hydroxide shows the properties both 
of a base and of an acid; it is an amphoteric hydroxide, the term 
" amphoteric " indicating the combination of acid with basic prop- 
erties in any compound. Aluminium hydroxide dissolves in acids. 
From its solution in hydrochloric acid, an tUumimum salt, alumin- 
ium chloride AICIb.SHbO, is obtained. It also combines with 
strong bases, dissolving for instance in a solution of sodium 
hydroxide and forming an dbtminaie, NaAlOj. The two salta 
mentioned are typical representatives of the two series of salts, 
which aluminium hydroxide is capable of forming. This dual char- 
acter of the hydroxide raises a number of interesting questions, 
which one meets with quite frequently in the study of analytical 
reactions. One may ask, first, how aluminium hydroxide can 
ionize both as an acid and as a base; second, whether any reason 
can be given, why it should show the dual nature; and third, if it 
is both base and acid, why it does not neutralize itself. 

According to the best knowledge we have on the subject, the 
molecule of aluminium hydroxide has the following structure or 
arrangement of its atoms: Al( — — H)s. 

It is readily seen that the cleavage of the molecules may produce, 
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either aluminium and hydroxide ions, characteristic ions of a base, 
or aluminate^ and hydrogen ions, characteristic ions of an acid: 

Al+^ + 3 -OH *r> Al(-0-H)3 <i± AlOr + H+ + H2O. 

The ionization of the hydroxide both as an acid and as a base 
is, thus, quite possible on the basis of the molecular structure 
assigned to it. In fact, all of the so-called oxygen acids are 
considered to be hydroxides — we have sulphuric acid, 02S(OH)2, 
phosphoric acid, 0P(0H)3, etc., — exactly as the bases, Mg(0H)2, 
etc., are hydroxides. 

• That brings us to the second question, why almninimn hydrox- 
ide should show this dual character, whereas, for instance, sodium 
and magnesium hydroxides, which have similar structures, do not 
show it. The best answer to this question is found when we con- 
sider the properties of the elements and their derivatives in con- 
nection with their position in the periodic or natural system of 
elements, which shows the properties as (periodic) functions of the 
atomic weights. In the second series of the elements,^ omitting the 
zero group element neon and taking the elements in the order of 
increasing atomic weights, we have sodium (23), magnesiuQi (24), 
aluminium (27), silicon (28), phosphorus (31), sulphur (32), and 
chlorine (35.5). One of the properties that are shown to be func- 
tions dependent on the atomic weight, is the property under dis- 
cussion, namely the tendency of the (highest) hydroxides of the 
elements to ionize as bases or acids, respectively. It is clear that 
the hydroxides of the elements with the lowest atomic weights in 
the series, sodium and magnesium, show the most pronounced 
tendency to ionize as bases; the hydroxides of the elements with 
the highest atomic weights show the most pronounced tendency 
to ionize a^ acids — perchloric acid, (H0)C103, and sulphuric 
acid, (HO)2S02, belong to the strongest acids. In accordance 
with the underlying principle of the periodic system, the change of 

^ When all three of the hydrogen atoms in the hydroxide are ionized, an 
aluminate ion, AlOa" is fonned: A1(0H)8 ^ A10z~ + 3 H+. But, as in the 
case of other weak polybasic acids, a single hydrogen atom is far more readily 
ionized than are the remaining two (p. 102), and the ion A1(0II)2C)~, whicdi 
is formed by the primary ionization, readily loses water and forms the anhy- 
dride ion A102~. The most important aluminates are derivatives of this ion. 

' See the table at the back of Smith's Inorganic Chemistryf or p. 149 of 
Remsen's Inorganic Chemistry, 
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properties, in going from one extreme to the other, is a function of 
the increase in atomic weight and is not audden but gradual. 
And so the basic function, the tendency to produce the hydroxide- 
ion, is found to grow weaker as one goes from sodium to magne- 
sium and then to aluminium, hydroxide; and the acid function, 
the tendency to produce the hydrogen-ion, grows markedly stronger, 
aa one goes from phosphoric to sulphuric and perchloric acids. It 
is not surprising to find the two functions existing together, but in 
raiher weak form, in the case of the intermediate hydroxides, notably 
in aluminium hydroxide and, to some degrecj in silicic acid, the 
add character beginning before the basic funetion has ceased. In 
accordance with this view, aluminium hydroxide is found to be 
only a weak, slightly ionized base, and a very weak, even less readily 
ionizable acid. In the case of silicic acid, which is the next hy- 
droxide one meets as one goes toward the acid end of the series, 
the conditions are reversed. Aa the name indicates, it is primarily 
an acid, but it is a very weak one, and a critical scrutiny of its 
behavior shows it to have very weak baste functions, much weaker 
than those of aluminium hydroxide. The question may, indeed, 
be raised, whether either the basic or the acid properties really 
die out altogether in the hydroxides, from one end of the series 
to the other. In view of the small tendency toward sudden 
changes found in nature, one might suspect traces of basic charac- 
ter to be preserved right through the series to the strongest acids, 
like perchloric acid. As a matter of fact, later (see Chapter 
XV), we shall be obliged to consider possible basic functions of 
the strongest oxygen acids, such as nitric, perchloric, permanganic 
acids, and one of their most important properties, their behavior 
as oxidizii^ a^nts, will be found to be probably intimately as- 
sociated with this remnant of basic ionization. On the otheT 
hand, fused sodium hydroxide will dissolve sodium with evolution 
of hydrogen, sodium oxide, Na— O— Na, being formed; and it can 
readily be shown,' that in the fused hydroxide there must be at 
least a few ions NaO", besides HO", H+, O", and Na"*". 

' The displacement of hydrogen by a metal, like eodium, is the result of 
the displacement of the hydrogen'ion (see Chapters XIV and XV). The 
hydrogen-ioD in fused sodium hydroidde is probably formed chiefly by the 
secondary ionization of the hydroidde-ion (HO- pi H+ + 0-) (see Chap. XIII). 
We cannot have positive ions, Na+, with negative ions, 0=, without having 
•ome ions NaO", (O- + Na+f^NaO-). NaOH, imdoubt«ily, la njucfe <qi» 
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The position of aluminium in the periodic system adequately 
accounts; then, for the amphoteric character of its hydroxide.^ 
Common Occurrence of Amphoteric Hydroxides. — If we 

consider the question of amphoteric behavior a little longer 

— its consequences are used extensively in analytical work 

— we find, in the periodic system, two other regular changes 
concerning acid and basic functions, only one of which we shall 
discuss here.2 While in a series of elements the acid character 
of the hydroxides increases with the atomic weight, in a family 
of elements the reverse relation holds. From nitrogen to bismuth, 
in the nitrogen family of the sixth colmnn of the periodic system, 
the acid character of the hydroxides grows steadily weaker, the 
basic character increases, and we find, again, that the intermediate 
elements, notably arsenic and antimony, produce hydroxides, which 
show markedly amphoteric character. 

If, in the second series of the periodic group, one goes back 
from aluminium to magnesium hydroxide, in accordance with the 
first general principle laid down a much stronger base is found; 
and if one then goes, in the magnesium family, to the hydroxide 
of the element of next lower atomic weight, glucinum or beryllimn, 
one again meets, in accordance with the second principle laid 
down, a weaker basic and more acidic hydroxide than magnesimn 
hydroxide; in other words, the basic and acid fimctions revert closely 
to those exhibited by aluminium hydroxide. Glucinum hydroxide 
is a pronounced amphoteric hydroxide and resembles aluminium 
hydroxide so closely that, in the early history of chemistry, it was 
mistaken for the latter. 

If one goes from glucinum back to lithium, in the same series of 
the periodic system, and from lithium to the element with the 
next lower atomic weight in the same group, one comes to hydro- 
gen, which forms one of the most important and interesting of the 

weak an add to fonn salts with bases in the presence of water. Such salts 
would be decomposed by water (see below, p. 180), as sodium oxide, indeed, 
is decomposed ; we have Na - O - Na + HOH ^ 2 NaOH (see Chapter XIII for 
a detailed discussion of this action). These relations sufficiently account for 
the fact that salts of sodium hydroxide, in which it has the functions of an acid, 
are not commonly formed. (C/. Abegg, Anorganische Chemiej II, (1) p. 247.) 

^ See J. J. Thomson, Corpuscular Theory of Matter ^ pp. 103-141. 

* See Mendel^eff, Principles of Chemistry, I, 22 (1891), in regard to the 
r61e of " even " and " uneven " series in the system. 



amphoteric hydroxides, water. The ionization of water, slight as I 
it is, yields hydrogen-ion and hydroxide-ion, the ions characteris- 
tic of acids and of bases, and water is placed among the weakest 
of the acids (see table, p. 104) as well as among the weakest of 
the bases (table, p. 106). We shall return to these relations, 
presently, and shall find that the apparent weakness of water, aa j 
a base and as an acid, is seemingly very largely due to the fact I 
that water represents only an extremely dilute solution (see p. j 
66) of the real hydroxide, HOH, or hydrol, and consists very I 
largely of a compound (H20)a. HjO, or hydrol, is, perhaps, not ] 
very much weaker as an acid or as a base, than is aluminium ] 
hydroxide. 

Lower oxides of elements in the higher (acid-forming) groups 
show a leas pronounced acid-forming character than the higher 
oxides, and a greater tendency to produce bases as well as j 
acids, and are often amphoteric. Chromium hydroxide is of ] 
this type. | 

In view of all these facts, and in view, also, of the fact that 
the majority of the seventy-odd elements cannot lie at the ends J 
of the periodic system but are found in the middle, it is not sur- 
prising to find that pronounced ampfioterism is ahoivn by a large 
number of metal hydroxides; it is, perhaps, the rule rather than the 
exception. A considerable number of the elements in the middle of 
the system are rare elements and that is perhaps the chief reason | 
why this relation does not stand out more prominently in the 
consideration of the common acids and bases. 

Amphoteric Character of Hydroxides Considered in Analysis. 
— The amphoteric character of hydroxides is frequently made 
use of in analytical work in the separation" and identification of 
various elements and, when present, it must always be considered, 
in order to escape possible error. The following hydroxides of the 
common elements show pronounced amphoteric character: alumin- 
ium, chromic, zinc, lead, stannous, antimonous hydroxides and 
arsenious, platinic, auric, antimonic and stannic acids. Arsenic 
acid, ferric hydroxide and silicic acid show exceedingly slight, but 
perceptible, amphoteric character, sufficient to affect, to a certain 
degree, their analytical behavior.' 

* Id regard to the iDdicatioas of the ftrnphotcric character of stronger acldo, 
Bee Chapter XV. 
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Self-Neutralization of Amphoteric Substances.^ — We may 
turn now to the third question raised in connection with aluminium 
hydroxide, to the inquiry (p. 171), why aluminium hydroxide, the 
acid, does not neutralize aluminiiun hydroxide, the base. In 
fact, the base must and does form a salt with the acid. But the 
sali is formed only to a minimal extent, as the result of the fact 
that the base is a very weak base, the acid an exceedingly weak 
acid. Such exceedingly weak bases and acids show little tendency 
to combine with each other to form salts in the presence of water, 
especiaUy if one or both are difficultly soluble in water, as in the 
present instance. The behavior of aluminium hydroxide, in this 
respect, is part of a much larger and more general question, growmg 
out of the fact that water is a very weak acid and base, as has been 
seen, and, to a greater or lesser extent, reacts as such with salts, 
which are dissolved in it. This action of water plays an important 
r61e in many analytical reactions, and especially, also, in the reac- 
tions of aluminium salts. We shall, first, discuss this larger question 
of the action of water, as an ionogen, on salts, and then return 
(p. 187) to the problem of the self-neutralization of an amphoteric 

hydroxide. 

Hydrolysis of Salts 

Ionization of Water. — We may first consider, very briefly, 
the evidence that water is ionized even to the extent indicated by 
the ionization constants given in our tables. It may be said that 
the piuest water ever prepared ^ shows a minimal conductivity, 
from which the concentrations of its hydrogen and hydroxide ions 
and the value of the ionization constant may be calculated. For 
the ionization of water we have 

'[H+] X [HOI 



= Ki 



on* 



[Nonionized water] 

As the concentration of pure water, or of the water in dilute 
solutions, may be considered nearly a constant, we may put 

[H+] X [HOI = Khk). 
This is the relation most commonly, and most conveniently, 
used. It is free from all assumptions as to the molecular weight 
of the nonionized water, the calculation of the concentrations 

^ An elaborate treatment of this problem is given by Walker, Z. phys. 
Chm,, 49, 82 (1904), 51, 706 (1905). 

* Kohlrausdi and Heydweiller, Z. phys, Chem,, 14, 317 (1894). 
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[H+] and IOH~] being independent of any such assumption. The 
value of Kh^ increases decidedly with an increase in the tempera- 
ture,' whereas the ionization constant of an ordinary acid, such 
as acetic acid, is affected very little by changes in temperature. 
This peculiar increase of the ionization of water at higher tem- 
peratures is undoubtedly due to the increasing dissociation of the 
complex water molecules into hydrol molecules (see p. 66), which, 
presumably, are most easily ionized. Now, the value of the con- 
stant Kh^, at any temperature, may be determined in some half 
a dozen different and independent ways, including the conductivity 
method mentioned, and one of the most remarkable developments 
of the theory of ionization is that all of these methods lead to con- 
cordant results.^ 

Aside from considenktions based on itaioniiiatioD, watermay beahown, byita 
chemical behavior, to have the functions of an acid and of a base, and the con- 
duBiona reached arc in complete accord with those reached with the aid of 
the theory of ionization. 

Water is An Acid. — If the oxide of a metal auch ae copper, lead or calcium, 
is treated with aji acid, a salt ia formed by the combination of the two; for 
inatance, we have 

PbO + HCl -> Pb (OH)Cl, 

Pb (OH)Cl + HCl -> PbCi, + H,0, 

PbO + 2 HCl -. PbCi, + HA 

CaO + 2 HCl ^^ CaCl, + Hrf). 
Wat«r will combine with a number of oxides very much in the same maimen 
and sometimes with such vigor, that coneiderable beat is evolved, as in the 
slaking of hme [exp.) : 

CaO + HOH -. Ca(OH),. 
Water in this, and similar actions, takes the place of and plays the r61e of, an 
acid, and the melal hydroxides or baeea appear as He sails.' It is a rarj; weak 
acid, which can easily be driven out of its salts by any stronger acid (neu- 
tralization of bases), but that does not alter the conclusions reached. Con- 
sidered from the point of view of the theory of ionization, the relation 
' See the table, p. KM. 
' See p. 63 and van't Hoff's remarks, ibid. 

' This suggests a much broader, natural definition of a base than the con- 
ventional one. All salts of very weak acids, to a certain degree, which is 
determined by the weakness of their acids, do exactly what the ordinary 
bases do, e.g. neutralize acids. Metal derivatives of acids weaker than wal«r, 
metal amides, like Zd(NHi)i, metal alkyls, like zinc methyl, Zn(CHi),, react 
more vigorously than the hydroxides do, e.g. in neutralizing acids, and water 
attacks them and acts upon them, exactly as ordinary acids interact with metal 
hydiosidee. We have, forinstanoe, Zn(CHi)i + 2 HOH -• Zn(OH)i + 2 CH|. 
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would be expressed by saying that in the common bases the podtive hydro- 
gen ion of water has been replaced by some other positive or metal ion. The 
salt of any acid could be defined in exactly the same way. 

Water as a Base. — Acid oxides, such as carbon dioxide, silicon dioxide, 
arsenious oxide, combine more or less readily with bases, such as sodium 
hydroxide, to form salts: 

CO, + NaOH -^ NaHCOs, 

AsjOs + 2 NaOH -> 2 NaAsO, + HjO. 

A number of acid oxides combine with water in exactly the same manner, 
and sometimes with such tremendous vigor, that great care must be taken in 
bringing the two together, as is the case when sulphur trioxide or pho^horus 
pentoxide are added to water [Exp.). 

We have PjOs + HOH -> 2 HPOs. 

It is evident that in such actions water may take the place of, and play the r61e 
of, an ordinary base, forming the acidsj which may well be defined as hydrogen 
salts.^ It is true that the basic properties of water are so weak, that the metal 
ion of even a weak base, like ammonium hydroxide, will replace the hydrogeo- 
ion in its salts, the acids, quite readily (HCl + NH4OH 1=5 NH4CI + H,0). 
But such a weak base, in turn, will have to give way, of course, to still 
stronger bases; for instances, NH4CI + NaOH t=^ NaCl + NH4OH. From 
the point of view of the theory of ionization, the hydrogen-ion is positive, like 
all the other metals ions whose hydroxides are bases. 

There should be no difl5culty, therefore, in considering water to have the 
chemical properties of a base as well as of an acid. Its chemical activities 
as such, weak as they may be, must be satisfied whenever it is present. These 
activities lead to the hydrolysis or the decomposition of salts by water, in 
greater or lesser degree, whenever water is used as a solvent for salts. 

Action of Water on a Salt of a Strong Base and a Strong Acid.— 

If sodium chloride, a typical salt formed from a strong base and a 
strong acid, is dissolved in water, it is ionized to a considerable ex- 
tent. Considering the solution from a mechanical point of view, we 
would expect that the sodium ions, moving in all directions, would 
collide occasionally with hydroxide ions, which are formed from 
the water and are present in minute but definite quantity. Some 
of the collisions must result in the formation of sodium hydroxide, 
as we have no reason to suppose that the result would differ from 
that in other cases where positively charged particles meet with 
negatively charged ones. However, since sodium hydroxide is an 
ionogen, with a very great tendency to ionize, and since there is 
present only a minute concentration of the hydroxide-ion, the 

^ See footnote, p. 177. Similar considerations apply to the conventional 
definition of an acid. 



HYDROLYSIS OF SALTS 1T9 

equilibnum conditions will be satisfied when only traces of the non- 
ionized hydroxide are formed. In a similar manner, we must 
expect to have traces, and only traces, of nondisaociated hydro- 
chloric acid formed by the iinion of chloride ions with some of the 
hydrogen ions of the water. Since hydrogen chloride and sodium 
hydroxide show practically the same tendency to ionize (tables, 
pp. 104 and 106), the two kinds of ions which water forma, the 
hydrogen-ion and the hydroxide-ion, will be used up to a very 
slight and practically equal extent to form nonionized sodium 
hydroxide and hydrogen chloride, but the ions will be immedi- 
ately regenerated, and in equal concentrations, from the non- 
ionized water which is present. All the equilibrium requirements 
will be satisfied when traces of sodium chloride have been con- 
verted into nonionized sodium hydroxide and hydrogen chloride. 
Such a solution, containing no excess of the hydrogen- or the 
hydroxide-ion, would react neutral. The action may be expressed 
by the equation ' 

NaCIi-Na+ -|- Cl" 

H2O i^HO--|-H+ 

ir it 

NaOH HCl. 

The decompoeitioD of sodium chloride by water, which one may 
predict on the basis of these theoretical considerations, may be 
demonstrated, slight as it is, by the following experiment.* 

Exp. A pinch of sodium chloride is brought into a platinum crucible, 
which is previously heated in a blast lamp to a bright yellow heat (1100°); 
then 1 c.c. of water 13 introduced, drop by drop, A steam cushion is fonned 
at once (Leidenfroat's phenomenon). After about half of the water has been 
evaporated (half a minute), the water is poured into a solution colored with 
blue htmus; it ia changed to red by an excess of hydrochloric acid in the 
water. The crucible is cooled, and the salt remaining in it is dissolved in a 
little water and the solution poured into a red Utmus aolution; the latter 
turns blue. 

The sodium chloride has obviously been partially decomposed, by 
the water, into its base and its acid; the decomposition is favored 
by the high temperature and by the fact that the hydrogen chloride 

' The aymbola in heavy type indicate the chief components of the final 
syatem, Vide Smith's General Oiemistry for Colleges and Inorganic Chemintry, 
for the form of equations used. 

 Emich, Ber. d. dum. Ges. 10, 1482 (1901). 
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formed can pass through the steam cushion into the water, while 
the sodiiun hydroxide is left behind. The removal of a product 
of the decomposition would favor its progress (see. p. 114). 

The conclusions concerning salts of the type of sodium chloride 
may then be simimarized in the statement, that salts formed by 
the union of a very strong base with an equally strong a^Ad are only 
very slightly decomposed by water and their solutions show a neuiral 
reaction. 

The decomposition of a salt by water into its component base 
and acid is called hydrolysis and the salt is said to be hydrolyzed 
in the action. 

Action of Water on the Salt of a Strong Base with a Weak 
Acid. — The relations are similar in principle, but quite different in 
degree and in net result, when the salt of a very strong base, com- 
bined with a weak acid, is dissolved in water. Potassium cyanide 
is a typical salt of this kind, and the study of its hydrolysis will 
illustrate the behavior of this class of salts. The hydrolysis takes 
place according to the equations 

KCN ^ K+ + CN- 
HOH ;=> HO- + H+ 

it IT 

KOH HON. 

When the cyanide is dissolved in water, we must obtain, for the 
same reasons as were developed in the discussion of the hydrolysis 
of sodium chloride, a little nonionized potassium hydroxide, from 
the union of potassium ions with hydroxide ions, formed by the 
water. Potassium hydroxide being a strong, easily ionizable base, 
there will be only a slight tendency towards this union. Hydro- 
cyanic acid, on the other hand, is an exceedingly weak acid. The 
value of its ionization constant Khcn = [H+] X [CN-]/[HCN] is 
only 7 X 10"^*^, as compared with a similar ratio approximating 
1 for potassium hydroxide ([K+] X [HO-]/[KOH] = 1 ; see the 
tables, p. 104 and p. 106 and see pp. 106-7). The hydrogen-ion, 
formed from the water, must therefore combine with cyanide-ion, 
to form nonionized hydrocyanic add, much more completely than 
the hydroxide-ion combines with potassium-ion. With the dis- 
appearance of the ions of water, in this case notably of its hydro- 
gen ions, more water must ionize to satisfy the ionization constant 
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for water (p. 176), and the formation of hydrocyanic acid will con- 
tiaue, towards the satisfying of its own constant. It is important 
to note that, for the reasons given, the hydrogen-ion of water 
up to afar greater extent than is the hydroxide-ion; the latter there- 
fore accumulaies, and this accumulation results in the formation 
of smaller and smaller concentrations of the hydrogen-ion, by the 
water. Since [H+] X [H0-] = 1.2 X 10"" (at 25"; p. 104 ), as [HO"] 
grows larger, [H+] must grow proportionally smaller. The suppres- 
sion of the hydrogen-ion by the accumulation of the hydroxide-ion 
will, ultimately, make [H+] so small, that the equiUbrum ratio 
[H+] X [CN-] / [HCN] will equal the equilibrium constant. Since 
the union of the hydrogen-ion with the cyanide-ion, to form little 
ionized hydrocyanic acid, is the main moving cause for the 
changes, the latter will then come to a standstill and equilib- 
rium will be established. The net result of the action of water on 
potassium cyanide may be said to consist in the formation of prac- 
tically nonionized hydrocyanic acid and the liberation df (chiefly) 
ionized potassium hydroxide, until aU the equilibrium constants of the 
system are satisfied. We note that potassium cyanide solution 
must react strongly alkaline (exp.) and that a free acid {e.g. HCN) 
may well exist in the presence of a free base {e.g. KOH), provided 
the acid is present in a nonionized, and therefore chemically in- 
active, condition (inactive as an add). 

Ignoring the (practically) unimportant formation of small quan- 
tities of nonionized potassium hydroxide, we may summarize the 
action in a single equation, which shows the main action: 

CN- 4- HOH ^ HCN + HO". 

Whereas water, as an acid and as a base, is so exceedingly weak, 
that it can form but traces of its own salts, sodium hydroxide and 
hydrochloric acid, when acting on sodium chloride and competing 
for the base with such a strong acid as hydrochloric acid and for 
the acid with such a strong base as sodium hydroxide (see p. 179), 
the result, evidently, is quite different when water competes for a 
base with so weak an acid as hydrocyanic acid. In this case, we note 
that a considerable quantity of (ionized) potassium hydroxide, the 
salt of water in its rfile of an acid, is formed as a result of the 
action of water on potassium cyanide. 
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The theory of ionization, with the aid of the law of chemical equilibrium, 
gives us the means for accurately defining the relative concentrations of the pro- 
ducts, in the final condition of equilibrium.^ For the weak acid/ hydrocyanic 
acid, we have the condition of equilibrium 

The symbols [H+], [CN-] and [HCN] denote the final concentrations for the 
condition of equilibrium, indicated in the equations on p. 180; in such a 
mixture [H+] is not equal to [CN-], as it is in pure solutions of hydrocyanic 
acid in water. [CN-J, representing the total concentration of the cyanide- 
ion, is very much larger than [H+J, since the salt, potassium cyanide, pro- 
duces the cyanide-ion in large concentrations. 

For water, we have [H+] X [HO-] = Khoh = 1.2 X lO""", at 25**. Here, 
again, the s3rmbols represent the final, total concentrations of the ions in the 
mixture and [H0~] is much larger than [H+], since hydroxide-ion is formed in 
large quantities, as described above. 

Combining the two equations, we have: 

[CN-] _ Khcn _ r^ 

[HCN] X [H0-] " Khoh ~ ^Hydrolysis. 

The cyanide-ion, whose concentration is expressed by [CN— ], is formed prac- 
tically altogether by the ionization of potassium cynide, which is an easily 
ionizable and almost entirely ionized salt; the hydroxide-ion, whose concen- 
tration is expressed by [HO-J, is formed by the ionization of potassium hydrox- 
ide, which is an easily ionizable base, ionized to practically the same degree as 
is the potassium cyanide in the solution. If we represent the total concen- 
tration of the potassium cyanide, ionized and nonionized, at the point of 
equilibrium, by [KCNJ and its degree of ionization by ai, and if we represent, 
similarly, the total concentration of potassium hydroxide by [KOH] and its 
degree of ionization by ^2, the equilibrium equation may be written: 

ai [KCN] _ Khcn _ r^ 

[HCN] X «2 [KOH] "■ Khoh " ^Hydrolysis. 

Since the degrees of ionization of the two strong electrol3rtes are practically 
the same, we have further simply 

[KCN] _ Khcn = kh^^^, 
[HCN] X [KOH] - Ki5i ^=^'^- 

The mathematical equations give us a measure of the extent to which 
water must decompose or hydrolyze the salt in question, as expressed in the 
chemical equations (p. 180). The extent of the hydrolysis, clearly, depends on 
the relative ionization constants of hydrocyanic acid and water, the two adds 
competing for the base. 

From the known values of the constants, one may calculate that, at 25*, 
in a solution of 6.5 grams potassium cyanide in a liter (0.1 molar), almost 
1.3% of the cyanide is decomposed into potassium hydroxide and hydro- 
cyanic acid. Since every molecule of hydrolyzed salt forms one molecule of 

1 Arrhenius, Z. phys. Chem., 5, 16 (1890); Shields, ibid, 12, 167 (1893). 
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the hydroxide and one molecule of the acid, we may put [KOH| = [HCN]  x 
and [KCN] = 0.1 — x. The ionization conatant, Khcn =■ 7 X 10-", and 
Khoh = 1.2 X 10-", at 25°. Inserting these values into the equation 

(KCN]/i[HCNl X [KOH] j = Khcn/Khoh — '-'"■ '°'^ " ""■ - -^^-'-^- 



ehave:*"^^^ = 
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1.2 X 10-" 

Here X = 0,0013. This is 1.3% of the 0.1 mole of cyanide used. 

One may convince himself, as fallows, that the constants are satisfied 
when the decomposition of the cyanide haa proceeded to this point: the 
degrees of ionization of the potassium cyanide and potassium hydroxide, ai 
and (HI, may be taken as 8S% (the same as the degree of ionization of the 
rimilar electrolyte KCl in O.I molar solution). Then [H0-| = 0.85 X 0,0013 
= O.OOIl; [CN-J - 0.85 X (0.1 - 0.0013) = 0.083; [H+) =- 1.2 X 10-"/|HO-] 
= 1.1X10-". For [[H+]X[CN-i!/[HCN] we have then: (1.1 X10-"X0.083)/ 
(0.0013) or 7 X 10-'°, the value for the ionization constant of hydrocyanic 
add. It should be noted that, whereas in pore water at 25° [H+] = [HO-] 
= v'l.2 X 10-" = 1.1 X 10-', in the solution under consideration [HO-j 
has increased to the value 0.0011 and [H+] is only l.I X 10-". 

The relation developed for the hydrolysis of potassium cyanide is a general 
one, holding for the hydrolysis of salts, of the type MeX, of a weak acid with 
a strong base. It may be expressed in general as follows; for the hydrolysis 
of a salt according to MeX + HOH p± MeOH + HX, where HX is a weak 
acid and MeOH a strong base, we have : ' 

ISaltl _ KAoid 

[Acid) X[Base] Khoh' 

It is clear, from the equation, that the weaker the acid of the salt (measured 
by the ionization constant KAcid, the Qumerator on the right), the more will 
water, celerit paribwi, be able to drive it out of its a.alt and form ifa own salt, 
the hose (the smaller the numerator on the right, the larger must be the de- 
nominator on the left). 

The conclusions may be summartzed in the statement that 
the salts of strong bases with weak acids are more or less 
decomposed by water (hydrolyzed) and the resulting solutions 
must react alkaline. We find, as a matter of fact, that aqueous 
solutions of potassium cyanide, sodium carbonate, sodium sul- 
phide, borax (see the table, p. 104), all react strongly alkaline to 
litmus (cip.). Conversely, it may be said, that if the sodium or 
potassium salt of an acid dissolves in water with a decidedly alkar 
line reaction, it is the salt of a weak, poorly ionized acid.' 

' See below for the corresponding equation, developed by Walker for a salt 
of a weak base and a strong aciil. 

I Potassium sulphate, KtSOt, reacts faintly alkaline in aqueous solution, 
the aecondary ionization of sulphuric acid (table, p. 104) being somewhat 
weaker than the ionization of potassium hydroxide. We have: KiSOt 
+ HOH i^ KHSO. + KOH or SO." + HOH j=! H807 + H0~. 



184 QUALITATIVE CHEMICAL ANALYSIS 

Action of Water on a Salt of a Strong Add with a Weak 
Base. — Exactly similar relations obtain in the case of salts of 
strong acids with weak bases :^ they are decomposed, to a greater 
or less extent, into the free, strong, largely ionized acid and the free, 
scarcely ionized weak base, the decomposition being stopped by the 
accumulation of the free strong add (more exactly, of the hydrogen- 
ion). Such solutions react strongly addy as in the case of the 
chloride, nitrate, sulphate of aluminium, of iron (ferric), of chro- 
mium, and of similar salts of weak bases. 

For MeX + HOH ;d^ MeOH + HX, where MeOH is a tDeak base and HX 
a strong acid, we have as before:^ 

[Me+] ^ [Salt] KBaae 

[H+] X [MeOH] [Acid] X [Base] " Khoh' 

Action of Water on a Salt of a Base and an Acid, Both of which 
are Weak. — We will now turn to the consideration of the action 
of water on the fourth class of salts, the salts of a weak base with 
a weak acid.^ 

Like all salts, such a salt, say MeX, would ionize very readily, 
when dissolved in water (the few exceptions to readily ionizable 
salts are not under consideration), and, in this case, both the posi- 
tive and the negative ions would have to combine respectively 
with the hydroxide and the hydrogen ions of water to form the 
nonionized weak base and the nonionized weak add, and satisfy 
two very small constants, KBaae and KacIcI : 

[Me+] X [H0-] _ . [HiX[Xi _ 

[MeOH] ""^^"^ ^"^ [HX] '^^^' 

Both the hydrogen and the hydroxide ions of water would dis- 
appear, and in approximately equal quantity, if the base and acid 
were approximately equally weak, and the ions would be regener- 
ated from water vrith no accumulation of either one to suppress ffie 
other, as in the two previous cases considered. Under these cir- 
cumstances, the decomposition by water mu^st proceed very much 
further than in the previous cases. For instance, in the hydrolysis of 
potassium cyanide in 0.1 molar solution, at 25°, we find the concen- 
tration of the hydrogen-ion [H+] reduced' from 1.1 X 10~^, its 

1 Walker, Z. phys, Chem.y 4, 319, (1889); Arrhenius, loc, cU.; Bredig, ibid,, 
18, 321 (1894). 

' Arrhenius, loc, cit, 
• See p. 183. 
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value in pure water, to 1.1 X 10~", as a result of the accumula- 
tion of potassium hydroxide (the hydroxide-ion), and only this 
email value for [H"'"! appears in the equation for the formation of 
the free acid, HCN (first equation, p. 182; vide the calculation, 
p. 183), But, in the present case, the factors [H0~] and [H+], in 
the equations on p. 184, maintain practically their original value, 
about the same as in pure water, and the formation of nonionized 
MeOH and HX must go correspondingly further to satisfy the 
constants KBaae and Kaoiii- Just how far the action must pro- 
ceed, can be formulated with the aid of the theory of ionization 
and the law of chemical equilibrium,' much in the same way as 
for the hydrolysis of potassium cyanide. 

The final equation, as developed by AirheniuB, reads: 

|Me+| X [X-] _ o-Qaltl' ^ Kac-ij X Kb.„ 
[HXl X [MeOH] [Acid] X [Basei Keoa 

in which KadIij and Kqu, re present the ionizatioD cooatants of the acid and 
the baae, as given in the tables (pp. 104 and 106), and o is the degree of 
ionixation of the salt. 

For the cyanide of a base, which ia as weak a base as hydrocy- 
anic acid is an acid, we find that the decomposition by water, at 
25° in a 0.1 molar solution, must comprise 99.35%' of the salt, in 
order to establish equilibrium. In the case of potassium cyanide, 
in 0.1 molar solution, only 1.3% of the salt is decomposed (p. 182). 

Now, if both the free base and the free acid are very difficultly 
solyhle, then the concentrations [MeOH] and [HX], respectively, in 
the solution cannot go beyond a certain minute limit. In view,* then, 
of the very small value, KBa«, of the ratio [Me-^] X [HO-]/[MeOH] 
and the minute value that the second term [MeOH] has under 
these conditions, the first term [Me"*"] X [H0~] must have a cor- 
respondingly smaller value. It is clear, therefore, that in such 
a solution neither the nonionized base, MeOH, nor its ion, Me+, 
can exist in more than minute quantities when the equilibrium con- 
stants are satisfied. The same conclusion is reached regarding the 

 Arrheniua developed the relation for ajiiline acetate, loc, cit. 

* Putting X = (Acid] = [Basel, we have [Salt] - (0.1 - 1), and {0.1 - x)'/^ 
- (7 X lO-")Vl-2 X 10-". Then (O.l - x)/x - 0.0064 and i » ,09835, which 
is 99.36% of the total salt used. The degree at ionization, a. of the salt, ia 
the extremely dilute solution, is taken to be 100%. 

' See the equations for Kb,^„ and K^^, on p. 184, and their premisea. 
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possibility of the existence of the difficultly soluble acid HX and 
its ion X~, in more than minimal quantities. Since, then, neither 
the ion Me"** nor the ion X~ can be present in more than traces, 
their salt, MeK, which is considered readily ionizable, also canml 
exist in aqueous solvtions, except in traces. 

The quarUUaJtive relations are evident from the equilibrium equation (p. 185): 
[Me+] X [X-]/J[HX] X [MeOH]{ = a»[Salt]V I [Acid] X [Base] J = KAdd X 
I^Baae/KnoH — ^* ^^ ^s evident that the concentration of the salt, [Salt], which 
is capable of existence in aqueous solution, is, in the first place, the smaUer the 
smaUer the values for KAcid ^^^ ^Baae &re, i.e. the weaker the acid and the toe 
are; and, in the second place, it is the smaller the smaller the values for 
[Acid] and [Base] are, which, in the present instance, represent the concen- 
trations of the difficultly soluble acid and base in saturated solution, i.e. their 
solvMLities. 

We reach the conclusion that salts of very weak bases and very 
weak acids are very considerably decomposed by water, and, if both 
the acid and the base are difficultly soluble in water, the decom- 
position is practically complete. Conversely, such a very weak, diffi- 
cultly soluble base will not combine with a very weak, difficultly soluble 
acid to form a salt in the presence of water. An instance of the 
first kind is found in the case of aluminium sulphide, the salt of 
a very weak, difficultly soluble base, aluminium hydroxide, with 
a rather little soluble, weak acid, hydrogen sulphide (see table, 
p. 104). We find that when a piece of aluminium sulphide, pre- 
pared by dry methods, is dropped into water (exp.), a precipitate 
of aluminium hydroxide is immediately formed and evolution 
of hydrogen sulphide occurs. We have 

AI2S3 ^ 2 AI+-H- +3S-, 
6HOH<z±6HO- +6H+ 

it Ti 

2Al(OH)3i3H8ST. 

An instance where a very weak insoluble acid will not combine, 
appreciably, with a very weak insoluble base, is found in the case 
of aluminium hydroxide. A development of the equilibrium equa- 
tions for its ionization as a base and its ionization as an acid 
would show, that all the constants would be readily satisfied, when 
a very minute quantity of dissolved ionized aluminium aluminate 
is formed. 



HYDROLYSIS OF SALfS 

Self- Heutraliiation of Amphoteric Hydroxides. — We may consider a satu- 
rated solution of aluminiura hydroxide, in tontaot with the solid hydroxide. 
For the acid wnwofion,' Al{OH)i ^ AlOj- -1- H+ + HiO, we have 
[AID.-] X [H+] _ 

(AI(OH),] "-Acid. 

Similarly, for the basic ioninalion,' Al(OH), ^ (A10)+ + HO + HjO, we have 



[A10^-| X IHO-1 



Kb, 



[Al(OH),] 
I of Tumiomsed (basic) alumini 



a alumin 



e would 



The formation of !i 
Sfttiafy the equilibrium requirements for A10+ + AlO^" ^ AlO(AIOi), 
the aluminate, like other alurainates, is presumably readily iooizable in aqueous 
solutions. Aluminium hydroxide, oh a, bass and as an acid, would yield in the 
firit moment greater concentrations of the hydroxide and hydrogen ions than 
would satisfy the equilibrium constant for water (p. 176); the excess of these 
ions must combine to form water, until the product of their concentrations is 
equal to the ionization constant of water. The neutralization of these first 
quantities of hydrogen and hydroxide ions would destroy the momentarjr 
condition of equilibrium between aluminium hydroxide and ita ions and would 
lead to its further ionization, both as a base and as an acid, and to the solution 
of some aluminium hydroxide (see the above equilibrium equations). However, 
eince AlO"*" and AtOr remain practically uncombined and therefore accumu- 
late in the solution, the concentrations of the hydroxide and hydrogen ionp 
formed grow smaller and smaller; for an increasing excess of the ion AlOt 
will allow only smaller and smaller values for IHO~|, according to the equi- 
librium equation for KOnse, and, similarly, an increasing excess of the ion 
A107 will permit [II+| to reach only smaller and smaller values, according to 
the equilibrium equation for KAcid- When the values for [HO-] and [H+J 
have in this way become small enough to make [HO-] X (H+1 - Khob, 
equilibrium is reacbid. It is evident that in such a solution, in the condition 
of equilibrium, [H0-] is not equal to [.410+J, as it would ordinarily be, accord- 
ing to the ionization equation Al(OH)i ;=» AIO+ -f- HO" -f- H,0, but is much 
imaUer. Similarly, [H+J is much smaller than [AlOr]. 

Just how much aluminium aluminate must be formed by a self-neutrall- 
lation of the amphoteric hydroxide will depend on the values for Ksua and 
KAoid and on the solubility of aluminium hydroxide (nonionized Al(OH)i). 
The two equilibrium equations may be combined: 
[AlO^l X [AlO.-l X [H+l X [HO-j 
[AKOH).]" 

' See p. 172. The concentration of water may be conadered a constant 
and is included in Kxcid (and Kb^hi below). 

' Only the primary ionization (of aluminium hydroxide) is considered in 
the text, because only that is involved, as a rule, in the neutralization of very 
weak bases by very weak acids (see footnote 2, p, 194). The relations are also ' 
simpler and clearer, if we limit the discussion to the formation of a salt 
AIO{A10i). 



X KAcld. 
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Since [H+] X [HO-] » Khoh, and since [A10+] and [AlOF] may be taken 
to represent each the concentration of the practically completely ionised alu- 
minium aluminate A10(A10s)i we have ^ 

[Alum. AluminateP _ Ksaae X KacM 
[Alum. Hydroxide]* KhOH ' 

or 



[Alum. Aluminate] a /KBaae X Kxeid 



v^ 



[Alum. Hydroxide] ▼ KhoH 

It is clear, that the smaller the ionization constants Kbmb and KAeid are, 
and the smaller the solubility of nonionized aluminium hydroxide [Alum. 
Hydroxide] is, the smaller must be the concentration of the aluminate formed 
to satisfy the conditions for equilibrium. 

Aluminium hydroxide is a typical amphoteric hydroxide, and the relations 
developed may be applied, miUatis mutandiSf to the conditions of equilibrium 
for analogous amphoteric hydroxides, such as zinc, lead, chromic hydroxides, 
and so forth. Salt formation or self-neutralization will depend, in every in- 
stance, on the strength of the base and the acid formed, and on the solubility 
of the hydroxide.' 

With the aid of the preceding considerations tlie analytical 
reactions of aluminium, which are used to separate it fronri other 
elements and to identify it, may be readily understood. They will 
be discussed in connection with the analysis of the ''Aluminium 
and Zinc Groups." 

The Analysis of the Aluminium and Zinc Groups. — The 
groups of metals which are here called the ** Aluminium and Zinc 

^ See the similar equation, p. 185. 

' Amphoteric substances of a different class are also known, which have, at 
the same time, moderately strong acid and moderately strong basic functions. 
Glycocoll, H2N . CH2COOH, a derivative of acetic acid and ammonia, con- 
tains an acid group, the — COOH group, the hydrogen of which is approxi- 
mately as ionizable as the hydrogen in the corresponding group in acetic add, 
CHsCOOII. The ammonia residue, H2N— , in glycocoll, forms with water a 
hydroxide, corresponding to ammonium hydroxide, which likewise is approxi- 
mately as ionizable as is ammonium hydroxide. In the hydroxide of glycocoll 
we have, consequently, both a moderately strong acid, and a moderately strong 
basic, group. In this, and in similar cases, salt formation between the add and the 
ha^ groups of the amphoters takes place to as great an extent oa if the functions 
were attributes of distinct compounds. Glycocoll in aqueous solution is present, 
then, chiefly in the form of a salt, for instance, HjN . CH«COO, corresponding 

'to anmionium acetate, CH1COONH4. For an elaborate discussion of the 
equilibrium conditions in solutions of amphoteric compounds vide Walker, Z. 
phya, Chem,, 49 and 51. 
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' consist of two groups, which ordinarily are precipitated 
together in qualitative analysis, and which are then separated 
from each other. We may distinguish the "Aluminium Group " 
of trivalent metal ions, including aluminium, ferric and chromium 
ions, and the "Zinc Group" of bivalent metal jons, including 
Bine, nickelous, cobaltous, manganous and ferrous ions. Of the 
two groups, the ions of the second group, in agreement with their 
lower valence (see p. 172), form the stronger bases, and, as auch, 
they are all capable of forming comparatively stable salts even with 
8uch very weak acids as hydrogen sulphide and carbonic acid. Am- 
, monium sulphide, added to a solution of a salt of any one of the 
ions of the zinc group, precipitates the corresponding sulphide, 
sodium or ammonium carbonate precipitates the corresponding 
carbonate.' We have, for instance: 

FeCI, + (NH4)iS -> FeS i + 2 NH,CI, 
FeCU + Na,COa -» FeCOs 1 +2NaCl. 

Only one member of this group, zinc, forms an amphoteric hydrorido 
and advantage is taken of this in identifying zinc. 

The members of the aluminium group form hydroxides, which 
are much weaker bases than are the hydroxides of the bivalent 
group just considered. Their salts with strong acids are con- 
siderably hydrolyzed and react strongly acid, and their salts 
with very weak acids, like carbonic acid and hydrogen sulphide, 
are decomposed ao readily by water, that only ferric sulphide is 
capable of existence in its presence. When the sulphide, AljSi, 
prepared by heating aluminium with sulphur, is added to water, 
it is totally decomposed into the hydroxide and hydrogen sulphide 
(p. 186) ; and if aluminium chloride is treated vnlk ammonium sul- 
phide in aqueous solution, aluminium hydroxide, and not its sulphide, 
is precipitated. The latter result may be interpreted in two ways, 
both of which, in the ultimate analysis, mean that hydrogen sul- 
phide is too weak an acid to form a stable sulphide with alumin- 
ium hydroxide in the presence of water, the difficult solubility 
of aluminium hydroxide and the limited solubility of hydrogen 
sulphide being favoring factors (see p. 186). In a solution of 
al umin ium chloride, the salt of a very weak base with a strong 

> The carbonates are occadonally partially hydrolysed to basic oarbonatee. 
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acid, more or less of the salt is hydrolyzed, and we have a condi- 
tion of equilibrium as expressed in the equation AlCU + 3 HjO^^^ 
A1(0H)3 + 3 HCI. The addition of ammonium sulphide to such 
a solution would neutralize the free hydrochloric acid, and the 
action would proceed to completion towards the right, hydrogen 
sulphide being liberated, by the action of the acid on the ammo- 
nium sulphide. As hydrogen sulphide is too weak an acid to com- 
bine, appreciably, with aluminium hydroxide, and as the latter is 
difficultly soluble, the hydroxide is precipitated. According to 
the degree of dilution, more or less of the hydrogen sulphide 
also escapes. Besides this interpretation of the precipitation of 
aluminium hydroxide under these conditions, we may also con- 
sider the following: any almninium sulphide, formed the first 
moment, would remain largely ionized and would be immediately 
converted, by the ions of water, into aluminium hydroxide and 
hydrogen sulphide. The net result of the action is the pre- 
cipitation of aluminium hydroxide and the evolution of hydrogen 
sulphide: 

2 AICI3+3 (NH4)2S+6 H2O -> 2 A1(0H)3 i +6 NH4CI+3 HjS T 

or 2 A1++++3 S= +6 HOH -* 2 A1(0H)3 i + 3 H2S T . 

A similar result is obtained when the solution of a chromium 
salt is treated with a solution of ammonimn sulphide. Only ferric 
hydroxide is capable of forming a sulphide, ferric sulphide, Fe2S3, 
which is precipitated when solutions of ferric salts are treated with 
ammonium sulphide.^ 

Ammonium sulphide will, consequently, precipitate aluminiiun 
and chromium hydroxides and ferric, ferrous, nickel, cobalt, man- 
ganese and zinc sulphides, from a solution of the chlorides of 
the metals. 

Now, both the sulphides and the hydroxides of the alkaline 
earths and alkalies are sufficiently soluble not to be precipitated 
by ammonium sulphide, or by a mixture of it with ammonium 
hydroxide, if ammonium chloride be added to the mixture to 
prevent the precipitation of magnesium hydroxide (see p. 168), 
which is the least soluble of the hydroxides of the alkaline earth 
group. A mixture of ammonium sulphide, ammonium hydroxide 

1 Stokes, J. Am, Chem, Soc, 29, 304 (1907). 




and ammonium chloride wili, therefore, precipitate the aluminium 
and zinc groups together, separating them from the alkaline earth and 
alkali groups.^ 

Separation of the Aluminium Group from the Zinc Group by 
Means of Ammonium Chloride and Ammonium Hydroxide.— 
The precipitation of the two groups together makes their subse- 
quent separation necessary. Some analysts attempt to avoid the 
extra operations involved, by making use of the fact that the 
hydroxides of the bivalent group, although difficultly soluble, 
are, like magnesium hydroxide, still sufficiently soluble not to be 
precipitated by ammonium hydroxide in the presence of sufficient 
ammonium chloridcj while the hydroxides of the trivalent metals 
of this group are so insoluble that they may be precipitated quan- 
titatively by such a mixture (p. 170). The trivalent hydroxides 
may be first precipitated by ammonium hydroxide, in the presence 
of ammonium chloride, and, subsequently, the sulphides of the 
bivalent metals may be precipitated by ammonium sulphide, the 
two precipitates being collected separately. The method has the 
disadvantage that it is not always accurate. The acid character 
of aluminium and chromium hydroxides (and even of ferric hy- 
droxide, see p. 195), as well as of zinc hydroxide, leads, to a 
certain extent, to the precipitation, from such alkaline solutions, 
of salts of these amphoteric hydroxides with the basic hydroxides 
of the bivalent group; the latter are thus liable to be lost in the 
analysis. It will be recalled, that the equilibrium conditions in 
alkaline solutions favor the ionization of amphoteric substances 
in the acid form (Part III), and alkaline solutions would favor the 
precipitation of aluminates, chromites, etc., of the ions of the zinc 
group. Methods have, therefore, been devised to separate the 
two groups in neutral, or very slightly acid, media, and they give 
quantitative separations and are preferable to the method just 
described. The separation by means of suspended barium car- 
bonate, in which carbonic acid is liberated and the solution is prac- 
tically neutral, will be discussed below on page 193, A second 
method, frequently used m quantitative analysis, is based on the 

' A complication, which leads to the precipitation of alkaline eartha, along 
with these groups, as phosphates and similar insoluble salts (not as hydroxidea 
or sulphides), when phosphate or certain other acid ions are present, is treated 
in Port rV {;. v.) under the systematic analysis of the groups. 



L 



192 QUALTTATIVE CHEMICAL ANALYSIS 

decomposition of the cuxtales of the aluminium group by boiling 
water, acetic acid being liberated.^ 

Separation of Cobalt and Nickel from the Other Members 
of the Zinc and Aluminium Groups. — When the aluminium 
and zinc groups are precipitated together, by means of a mixture 
of ammonium sulphide, hydroxide and chloride, the precipitate, 
obtained from a solution containing, say, the chlorides of all the 
ions of the groups, would consist of the following compounds: 

Aluminium Group: Fe2S8, A1(0H)8, Cr(0H)8. 
Zinc Group: NiS, CoS, FeS, MnS,^ ZnS. 

If such a precipitate is treated, in the cold, for a short time 
with quite dilute (1 to 1.2 molar) hydrochloric acid, all of the 
hydroxides and sulphides dissolve, excepting the greater part of 
the nickel and cobalt sulphides, which dissolve very much more 
slowly than do the other compounds. Advantage is taken of this fact, 
to separate these two elements from the remaining members of 
these groups, and if the treatment is carried out with care, the 
separation is usually satisfactory. In all cases, however, since 
it is a question of delayed solution only, at least traces, and 
sometimes considerably more than traces, of the sulphides of nickel 
and cobalt go into solution with the other compounds. No sac- 
rifice of analytical accuracy is involved, if this possible loss is 
kept in mind and provision made for the later detection of these 
small quantities of nickel and cobalt. 

The question of the slow solution, or apparent lack of solubility, 
of nickel and cobalt sulphides in dilute hydrochloric acid has 
formed an interesting problem for investigation. While nickel 
and cobalt sulphides are precipitated by ammonium sulphide, 
these sulphides, in common with those of all the other members of 
the zinc group, are not precipitated by hydrogen sulphide in the 
presence of a small excess of hydrochloric acid.^ We would have 

^ C/. Fresenius, Quantitative Analysis. 

* Ammonium sulphide usually precipitates a pink hydrated sulphide of 
manganese, probably Mn(SH)(OH). Under certain conditions of concentra- 
tioji and temperature, the dark green sulphide MnS is precipitated. In quanti- 
tative work the chemist aims to precipitate this green sulphide, which is more 
easily collected on a filter. (Cf, Fresenius, Quantitative Analysis.) 

* We shall find that this property of the whole zinc group makes it possible 
to separate the following groups, the copper and arsenic groups, from the zinc 
group (see p. 158). The theory of the separation will be discussed in detail 
in Chapter XI. 




as representing the condition of equilibrium, if we start with 
nickel chloride, hydrochloric acid and hydrogen sulphide; the 
amount of sulphide NiS, formed, is insufficient to supersaturate the 
solution and form a precipitate. In reversible reactions the final 
condition of equilibrium must be independent of the order in 
which components are mixed (p. 91), a conclusion which is borne 
out by experience. One should expect, then, that nickel sulphide, 
when treated with dilute hydrochloric acid, would dissolve and give 
nickel chloride, hydrogen sulphide and an excess of acid, and thus 
produce the same system, found to be in equilibrium, when one 
starts with the chloride, hydrogen sulphide and hydrochloric acid. 
As a matter of fact, the same condition of equilibrium is finally 
reached, only it is reached slowly,^ much more slowly than ordi- 
narily in such cases, much more slowly, for instance, than with 
ferrous sulphide, hydrochloric acid and hydrogen sulphide (exp.). 
By taking advantage of this slow return to equilibrium and 
by working with the system during the process of slow change 
(collecting the undissolved nickel and cobalt sulphides on a 
filter), one can separate the sulphides of nickel and cobalt from 
the other components of the mixed precipitate, which dissolve 
much more rapidly. 

Separation of the Aluminium and Zinc Groups by Means of 
Barium Carbonate. — The solution, obtained by treating the 
mixture of the sulphides and hydroxides of the aluminium and 
zinc groups with dilute hydrochloric acid {p. 192), contains alumin- 
ium, chromium, manganous, zinc and ferrous chlorides, all the iron 
being now present in the ferrous condition because of the reduc- 
ing action of hydrogen sulphide on the ferric-ion (Part III). The 
chlorides of nickel and cobalt are also present in small quantities 
(see above). The further treatment of the solutioil is directed 
toward a separation of the bivalent ions of the zinc group from the 
trivalent ions of the aluminium group, and the intention is to have 
all the iron go with the trivalent metals. The ferrous is, therefore, 
oxidized to the ferric-ion. After a part of the solution has been 
tested to show the presence or absence of ferric salts, the two 
groups are separated by means of a suspension, in water, of finely 

> Vide Noyea, Bray and Spear, J. Am. Chem. Soc., 30, 483 (1908). 
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divided barium carbonate. The theory of the separation may be 
developed as follows: 

When zinc chloride^ which may be taken as a representative 
of the bivalent group, is treated with sodium carbonate, a diflS- 
cultly soluble carbonate is precipitated, since zinc hydroxide, like 
the remaining bivalent hydroxides, is a suflSciently strong base 
to form a fairly stable carbonate.^ When ferric chloride, a repre- 
sentative of the trivalent group, is treated with a solution of 
sodium carbonate, ferric hydroxide, mixed with some basic ferric 
carbonate ^ Fe2(OH)4C03, is precipitated and carbon dioxide escapes 
(exp.). The trivalent hydroxides are too weak bases' to form 
stable salts with so weak an acid as carbonic acid. 

2 FeCla + 3 NasCOa + 6 H2O t^ 2 Fe(0H)3 j + 3 H2CO3 + 6 NaCl 

It 
3 H2O + 3 CO2 T . 

Since the bivalent metal ions are precipitated by sodium car- 
bonate as carbonates and the trivalent ones as hydroxides, the 
reagent, obviously, cannot be used to separate the two groups. 
But barium carbonate is so little soluble in water that it mil not pre- 
dpitate manganous, zinc, nickel, cobaltous and ferrous carbonates^ 
from solutions of their chlorides or nitrates. We have, for instance, 
ZnCU + BaCOa J, ^ BaCl2 + ZnCOa. Barium carbonate has, how- 
ever, the same effect on ferric chloride (exp.) and on the other 
chlorides of the trivalent group, as has sodium carbonate, i.e. it 
precipitates their hydroxides. By means of barium carbonate we 

^ See footnote, p. 189. 

2 The comparative stability of this basic salt represents an instance of the 
different ionizing power, or basic strength, of the three hydroxide groups of a 
trivalent base (see p. 106). The hydrolysis of ferric chloride seems to in- 
volve, primarily, only the third or least ionizable of the hydroxide groups of 
ferric hydroxide, and the hydrolysis, except in extreme dilution, proceeds 
chiefly according to Fe-H-f + 3 CI- + HOH ;=± Fe(OH)-H- + 3 CI- + H+ 
Vide Goodwin, Z. phys. Chem.j 21, 1 (1896). In the case of the salt of the 
much weaker acid, carbonic acid, the hydrolysis goes further, involving two 
hydroxide groups of ferric hydroxide and, to some extent, all three. 

» The extreme insolubility of A1(0H)3, Fe(0H)3 and Cr(OH),, together 
with their weakness as bases, facilitates their precipitation (see pp. 185-6). 

* There is a small degree of hydrolysis (see footnote, p. 189), but the hydrox- 
ides of the zinc group are not suflficiently insoluble to be precipitated under 
these conditions. 
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can, therefore, predptlate the hydroxides of the aluminium group 
without ■precipitating the ions of the zinc group. The separation 
is carried out in a, practically, neutral medium (free carbonic acid 
in excess is evolved; barium carbonate alonej when treated with 
water, is slightly alkaline) and thus avoids the error of facilitating 
the precipitation of the bivalent metals in the shape of salts of 
the acidic forms of the trivalent metals, i.e. as aluminates, chro- 
mites, and so forth. Manganous salts arc liable to oxidation to 
manganic salts, when exposed to the air, especially in alkaline, 
neutral or slightly acid solutions, and prolonged exposure of the 
barium carbonate mixture to the air may result in the precipi- 
tation of manganic hydroxide, Mn(0H)3, with the other trivalent 
hydroxides. Provision is made for its detection in the systematic 
analysis. 

Analysis of the Aluminium Group. — The precipitate of the 
aluminium group may contain aJumimum, chromium and ferric 
hydroxides (possibly traces of manganic hydroxide) and their 
basic carbonates. A color test for ferric-ion has already been 
made (see p. 193) and chromium (and manganese) is readily 
found and identified by oxidation to the intensely colored salts of 
chromic (and manganic) acid (Part III, q. v.). In ascertaining 
whether aluminium hydroxide is present or not, advantage is 
taken of its amphoteric character. Chromium hydroxide, like 
aluminiima hydroxide, is amphoteric; but, in agreement with the 
greater atomic weight of chromium, it is an even weaker acid 
than is aluminium hydroxide. Its sodium salt, sodium chromite, 
is completely decomposed by boiling water, chromium hydroxide 
being precipitated in a less hydrated, insoluble form. Ferric 
hydroxide, whose metal has the highest atomic weight of the 
three elements under consideration, has so little acid character, 
that it is not perceptibly soluble in solutions of f>otassium or 
sodium hydroxide. (That it has slight acidic properties is shown 
by its capacity to form ferrites, e.g. Me(Fe02)t, which may best be 
obtained by dry methods, and of which ferrous ferrite or mag- 
netic iron ore, FeiOi or Fe{FeOi)i, is the moat important repre- 
sentative.) Of the three hydroxides, aluminium hydroxide is, 
therefore, the only one that will dissolve in boiling sodium hydrox- 
ide. In this solution we can best identify it, by converting the 
aluminate into an aluminium s^t, by means of an excess of acid, 
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and by a final precipitation of aluminium hydroxide with anmio- 
nium hydroxide. Aluminium hydroxide is too weak an acid to 
form a stable aluminate with so weak a base as ammoniuni hydrox- 
ide, when the latter is used only in slight excess (p. 186). If we 
attempt to prepare anmionium aluminate, by adding ammonium 
chloride to a solution of sodium aluminate, a precipitate of 
aluminium hydroxide is obtained (ezp.). For exact work, an 
excess of ammonium hydroxide is to be avoided and its strength 
as a base sfioidd be weakened by the addition of some anmionium 
chloride or nitrate (pp. 114, 169 and Lab. Manual, p. 9, § 6). 

We have, in this instance, the case of a very weak, difficultly soluble add, 
aluminium hydroxide, forming a salt with a weak, soluble base, ammonium 
hydroxide. The conditions determining the solvbUity of aluminium hydrox- 
ide in ammonium hydroxide, as an aluminate NH4AIO2, may be shown as fol- 
lows: for the acid ionization of aluminium hydroxide, Al(OH)j iz± AlOT + 
H+ + H2O (p. 172) ; the solubiUty-product for a saturated solution is 
[AlOri X [H+J = Kac. S. p.. Further, from [H+] X [H0-] = Khoh, we find 
[H+] = Khoh/[HO"1. Then [AlOr] = [HOH X Kao/S. p./Khoh, which shows 
that the solubility of aluminium hydroxide, as aluminate, is proportional to the 
concentration [H0-] of the hydroxide-ion in the solution. For NH4OH we 
have [NHi"] X [HO-]/{[NH,] + [NH4OH]} = 0.000,018 (p. 161), and con- 
sequently, [H0"1 = 0.000,018 X {[NH,] + [NH4OH] } /[NH^"]. Then [HO"] 
is the smaller, the smaller the excess of ammonium hydroxide used (which is 
approximately equal to { [NHj] -f [NH4OHI } ) and the greater the concen- 
tration [NH4"] of the anmionium-ion, i.e. of the added anunonium salt. The 
solubility of A1(0H)8, as aluminate, in ammonium hydroxide and ammonium 
chloride is, therefore, directly proportional to the excess of anunoniimi hydrox- 
ide, and indirectly proportional to the concentration of the anmionium salt 
present.* 

The Favorable Conditions for a Maximum Precipitation of an Amphoteric 
Hydroxide. — The precipitation of aluminium hydroxide depends also on the 
solubility-product of aluminium hydroxide, ionized as a base. For A1(H0)8 ?^ 

Al**"^ + 3 H0-, in a saturated solution, [Al+^l X [HOP = Kg^ g p . It 
is evident, that an excess of the precipitating hydroxide-ion would be favorable 
to the precipitation in this form, and that the reduction of the concentration 
of the hydroxide-ion, while acting favorably, as just shown, in preventing the 
soliUion of the hydroxide as an aluminate, mttst be, to some extent, detrim^erital to 
a maodmum precipitation of the hydroxide as a Imse. One may ask, therefore, 
what the most favorable concentration of the hydroxide-ion must be for a quanti- 
tative precipitation of aluminium hydroxide. The problem may be treated 
as follows: According to the solubiUty-product relation for the basic ioniza- 
tion, we have, in a solution saturated with aluminium hydroxide, 

» C/. A. A. Noyee, Bray and Spear, J, Am. Chem. Soc., 30, 496 (1908). 
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IA1+++] = Kb^8.p. X [HO-J-'. I 

For the sake of a certain simplicity in the result, we will, for the moment, con- 
aider aluminium hydroxide to ionize aa an acid according to AJ(H0),3zi 
A107 + 3 H+, which would reaemble the basic ionization. Then we would have 
[AlOfl X [H+]' = K'a„ g p,, and, using the relation [H+J = Khoh/I^'^Ii "* 

lAiof] = [HO-]' X k'ao,8.p.x Ki'oH n 

Adding equations I and II we find 
jAi-M+i + [Aiof] = Ka„a.P.X [H0-]-'+ [HO-1* XK'a„.s.p. X Ki'oH. "^ 
Aluminium hydroxide will be moBt completely precipitated when [A1+++] + 
|AIOf 1 ia a minimum, the values [A1+++] and [AlOn measuring the solubil- 
ity ot aluminium as aluminium-ion and as aluminate-ion. If we put [AI+++J -|- 
[AIO'l = y and [HO"] = J, we can find the value of x (the concentration of the 
hydroxide-ion) for which j/ is a minimum. We have y = Kg^g p X i~' -^ 
r* X K'^o^gp X Khoh> ^""^ ^^' ^y means ot the calculus,' that j/ is a mini- 
mum, when x= + VK'hoh ^ ^Bfla.a.P./ K'ac.S.P.- 

If aluminium hydroxide were aa strong an acid as it is abase, i.e. if Kg„g p = 
K'a„5.p., we would have, simply, x = |H0-) = </{\.2 X lO"")' = Vl.2 X lO"" 
(at 25°), which is the concentration ot the hydroxide-ion in pure water at 
25" (p. 176). In other words, a perfectly neutral solution would then give us 
the conditions for as complete a precipitation as possible. But aluminium 
hydroxide is a stronger base than acid, Kg„ s P '' ^'af s p ' ^^'^ consequently 
we find fori = [HO-] = '^ii-'BOK^^BM.s.F. /K'ad.b.p.' ^ value somewhat 
greater. ikon the concentration ot the hydroxide-ion in pure water, i.e. we 
must use a slightly alkaline medium — which agrees with common practice. 
In other words, there is less danger ot losing aluminium hydroxide in the 
form of aluminate, owing to the weaker acid character of the hydroxide, than 
there is of loaing it in the form ot aluminium-ioD. The most favorable 
degree ot alkalinity tor the precipitation would depend on the relation of 
^Bm.s.P. *°'* ^'ad.9.P.- 

The exact valuea for K|3„gp and K'^^g p, the two solubility-product con- 
stants, and for the corresponding ionhtatlon constants, which would show the 
aame Totio, are still not known. But, if, for the sake ot an illustration, we 
take recourse to assumed values for these conatants, we find that the solu- 
bihty of aluminium, as aluminium-ion and aa aluminat«-ion, is, by calculation, 
as anticipated, a tninimum tor a solution, which contains the concentra- 
tion of HO- calculated {for x) in the manner indicated above. And the fur- 
ther interesting conclusion b reached that this minimum loss of aluminium 

' Cf. The Elements of the Differential and Integral CrJcidm, baaed on Nemst 
and SchSnflies'a Lehrbuch, etc., by Young and Linebarger, pp. 363 and 364 
(1900). 
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hydroxide would occur when [Al"H-4-] = [AloTl — which would correspoiid to a 
saturated solution of aluminium aluminate, A1(A10«). 

When the ionization of aluminium hydroxide, as an acid, is considered to 
take place according to A1(0H)8 ^ MOT + H+ + HiO, which agrees best with 
its real behavior (p. 172), we can find, similarly, that [Al"H-f] -|- [AlOr] is a mini- 
muirif when aluminium hydroxide is precipitate d in such a way, that an excess 
X of the hydroxide-ion is used, and x = [HO-] = '^3 K^qh >^^Bas.S.P./-^Ac s P 
— where K^^gp represents the solubility-product constant for [A107] X [H+j. 
That a minimum loss of aluminium hydroxide would be suffered when the 
favorable excess of the hydroxide-ion (x) is calculated on the basis of the 
equation as given, may readily be seen by again assuming definite values 
for Kq^ g p and Kac.S.P.* ^^ ^^ appears that this minimum loss ^ of alu- 
minium includes one-third as many A1+++ ions, as A107 ions — a rdaldon 
corresponding, again, to a saturated solution of aluminium ahiminate, 
A1(A102)8. 

^ Losses due to the tendency of aluminium hydroxide to assume the colloi- 
dal condition (p. 136) must be guarded against by other precautions (loc, cU.), 




CHAPTER XI 



THE COPPER AND SILVER GROUPS. PRECIPITATION WITH 
HYDROGEN SULPHIDE 

The sulphides of the metal ions of the zinc group are readily 
precipitated by ammomura or sodium sulphide, but hydrogen 
sulphide, in the presence of a small excess of a strong acid, such 
as hydrochloric acid, does not precipitate any of these sulphides 
(or any of the sulphides of the aluminium, the alkaline earth and 
the alkali groups). Under the same conditions the sulphides of 
the metal ions of the silver grenip, Ag+, Hg+, Pb"*"*", of Ike copper 
group, Hg++, Pb++, 61+-*-+, Cu++, Cd"'^, and also of the arsenic 
group, AS-H-+, Aa-*-^+++, Sb+++, Sb-'-H-^+, Sn++, Sn+^^, Pt^"^, 
Pt++++, Au+, and Au++"'", are precipitated. Advantage is taken 
of these relations in the following way, in systematic analysis: 
after the separation of the silver group, by precipitation of the 
difficultly soluble chlorides, hydrogen sulphide, in the presence of 
an excess of acid, is used to precipitate the sulphides of the ions 
of the copper and the arsenic groups, the two groups being pre- 
cipitated together. Hydrogen sulphide, under these conditions, 
does not precipitate any sulphides of the zinc group or those of 
any of the remaining groups. Hydrogen sulphide is used, in this 
way, as one of the most valuable reagents in analytical work, 
enabling the analyst to separate whole groups of metal ions from 
other groux)s. There is also no other agent, equally important, 
which is more likely to lie used in a wrong way and to lead to error. 

The Ionization of Hydrogen Sulphide. — Before taking up the 
theory of the separation of these groups by precipitation with 
hydrogen sulphide in the presence of a strong acid, a discussion 
of some of the characteristics of the reagent will be in place. 
Hydrogen sulphide, like carbonic acid and other dibasic acids, 
ionizes in two stages; it produces first hydrogen-ion and hydro- 
Bulphide-ion, HS^, and this ion in turn dissociates, producing 
hydrogen-ion and sulphide-ion, S". 
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For the first dissociation, HSH <=> H+ + HS~, we have 

[Hi X [HSj _ 

[Ss] " ^' w 

The value of the constant^ for this primary ionization of hydro- 
gen sulphide is 0.91 X 10~^. It is apparent that hydrogen sul- 
phide, even in the primary ionization, is a very weak acid and 
produces a very small concentration of hydrosulphide-ion. In a 
solution, saturated at 25*^, the total concentration of hydrogen 
sulphide is approximately 0.1 molar, and the concentration of 
hydrosulphide-ion, therefore, in the absence of any foreign acid, 
at most 2 0.95 X 10~*. The concentration of the dissolved, non- 
ionized hydrogen sulphide, [H2S], is practically a constant, if solu- 
tions saturated with hydrogen sulphide under a given pressure, 
say under atmospheric pressure, are considered. For such solu- 
tions, then, we may put more simply ^ 

[H+] X [HSi = fc = (0.95 X 10-4)2 = 0.9 X lO"*. (II) 

The concentration of hydrosulphide-ion is, therefore, inversely 
proportional to the concentration of hydrogen-ion. It is clear 
that the addition of a strong acid, readily yielding concentra- 
tions of hydrogen-ion very much greater than 0.95 X lO"* (the 
value of [H.'^] in a saturated aqueous solution of hydrogen sul- 
phide) will, as the result of the greatly increased total hydrogen-ion 
concentration, reduce the concentration of hydrosulphide-ion to 
correspondingly low values. For instance, the presence of 0.1 
molar hydrochloric acid will increase the concentration of hydro- 
gen-ion close to a thousandfold and will reduce the concentration 
of hydrosulphide-ion to 0.9 X lO"''. 

For the secondary ionization (see p. 101) of hydrogen sulphide, 
HS- ;=> H+ + S=, we have 

[Hi X [S=] ^ 

[HSi ~ '* ^"^^ 

The value of this constant has recently been determined • and 
found to be 1.2 X 10" ^^ Recalling the fact that the concen- 
trations [Hi and [HS"] of hydrogen-ion and hydrosulphide-ion, 

1 Auerbach, Z. phys. Chem., 49, 220 (1904). « See footnote 1, p. 201. 
• Knox (in Abegg's laboratory), Trans. Faraday Soc., 4, 44 (1908). 
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respectively, resulting from the primary ionization, are each • 
0.95 X 10~*, we have for the concentration of the sulphide-ion, 
in aqueous solution saturated with hydrogen sulphide at atmos- 
pheric pressure and 25°, [S"] = 1.2 X 10""'. 

Combining equations (II) and (III), we have, further;^ 

[H+]« X [S=] = ft X K, = fti = l.I X 10-=', (IV) 

which shows, directly, the relation between the concentration of the 
stilphide-ion and that of the hydrogen-ion, the relation of primary 
importance in considering the precipitation of metal sulphides in 
acid solutions. The concentration of the sulpkide-don is, thus, in- 
versely proportional to the square of the concentration of the hy- 
drogen-ion. A thousandfold increase in the concentration of the 
latter, which is very nearly the effect produced by the presence 
of 0.1 molar hydrochloric acid ([11+] = .091), reduces the concen- 
tration of sulphide-ion in the saturated aqueous solution a million- 
fold: If we call [S"]ao, the concentration of the sulphide-ion in the 
acid solution, [S'']Ae.= 1.1 X 10-=V(0.091)^ = 1.3 XIO"", whereas, 
in the absence of acid, as found above, [S'] = 1.2 X 10^". 

On the other hand, the addition of alkali to hydrogen sulphide, 
by neutralizing and suppressing the hydrogen-ion, and by forming 
the salts MeSH and MejS, will very greatly increase the concen- 
trations of the hydrosulphide-ion and of the sulphide-ion. Since 
the constant for the secondary ionization of hydrogen sulphide 
shows that HS' is an exceedingly weak acid, its salts, MejS, are 
very largely hydrolyzed, the constant for water being somewhat 
greater^ than its own. According to Knox, in a 0.1 molar solu- 
tion of NajS about 99% of the sulphide is hydrolyzed: NajS -|- 
HjOs=fNaSH -|- NaOH. In spite of this almost complete hy- 
drolysis, sufficient sodium sulphide remains in a solution of this 

' The concentration ot the hydrogen-ion is really a little greater than that 
of the hydroflulphide-ioD, aa a result of the ionization of the latter, but the 
amount of hydrogen-ion formed in this way (about 1 X 10-") is bo minute, 
compared with that formed by the primary ionisration, that it is aegUgible. 

' We can obtain the relation, directly, from H,3 ^ 2 H+ -|- S- and [H+J" 
X [8-I/[Hi8] - K = 1.1 X 10-". For a given preaaure of the hydrogen 
sulphide, [H.S], expressing its solubility (about 0,1 molar at 25°), is constant, 
and therefore [H+|* X iS"] = a constant, as given in equation (IV). Putting 
[HiS] = 0.1, we have [H+]' X [S-1 -0.1 X 1.1 X 10"" -1.1 X lO"". 

* On account of the great mass of water, we compare (see equation, p. 176) 
[H+I X IHO-] = 1.2 X 10-" (at 25°) with [H+J X 18=]/:HS-1 = 1.2 X lO"". 
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substance, to yield a concentration of the sulphide-ion that is far 
greater than that obtadned from a solution of hydrogen sulphide. 
In a 0.1 molar solution of sodium sulphide the concentration of 
the sulphide-ion is, approximately, [S'"]aik.= 0.9 X 10~', as com- 
pared with [S"] = 1.2 X 10~^^ in a saturated solution of hydrogen 
sulphide (25°, 760 mm.), and with 1.3 X lO-^i in the same solution 
in the presence of 0.1 molar hydrochloric acid. 

Ammonium sulphide (NH4)2S is the salt of an extremely weak 
acid with a much weaker base than sodium hydroxide, and it 
is correspondingly more completely decomposed by water. In a 
0.1 molar solution of the sulphide (NH4)2S, we find the approxi- 
mate concentration^ of the sulphide-ion [S"]am.= 1.8 X 10~', as 
compared with 0.9 X 10~^ in a similar solution of Na2S. But the 
concentration of sulphide-ion is still enormously greater than its 
concentrations in hydrogen sulphide in the absence and in the 
presence of acids (see above). 

The following table ^ contains a summary of the concentrations 
of sulphide-ion in the various solutions discussed, as well as its con- 
centration in the presence of 0.2 molar hydrochloric acid. In the 
separation of the copper and arsenic groups from the zinc and 
aluminium groups, a concentration of hydrogen-ion corresponding 
to the presence of 0.15 to 0.25 molar hydrochloric acid is satisfac- 
tory for an accurate separation for ordinary purposes. 

Solution. [&-] 

0.1 molar NajS: 0.9 X l()-» 

0.1 molar NaSH: 0.8 X 10-« 

0.1 molar (NH4)2S: 1.8 X 10--« 

0.1 molar (NH^SH: 1.4 X lO"* 

0.1 molar H2S, sat. aq. sol., 25**: 1.2 X lO"" 

0.1 molar H2S, 0.1 molar HC1:» 1.3 X lO"" 

0.1 molar HaS, 0.2 molar HCl: 0.35 X 10-*i 

1 The calculation was made by the method used by Knox {loc. cit,) for a 
molar solution. The degree of ionization of the salt was not considered and the 
correct ionization constant for ammonium hydroxide was used, 1.8 X 10~* in 
place of 2.3 X 10~^. The latter, evidently, was used by Knox as the result of 
overlooking a correction, which Bredig made in his (Bredig's) first calculations 
of the constant; c/. Bredig, Z. phys. Chem.f 13, 293, footnote. The same 
erroneous constant is found in Kohlrausch and Holbom, loc, cU., p. 194. 

' For further values and for the method of calculation, see Knox, loc, cU. 

» [S«] = 1.1 X 10-»/[H+p, according to equation (IV), p. 201. 
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Precipitation of Sulphides by Hydrogen Sulphide. — Although 
the hydrosulphi de-ion most likely takes part in the precipitation 
of sulphides, the main effect appears to be due to the sulphide- 
ion.* The sulphides seem to be both more stable and less soluble, 
than the hydroaulphides. It is very Ukely that hydrosulphides, 
mixed with the sulphides, are precipitated to a certain extent, 
but they are unstable, lose hydrogen sulphide and go over mto 
sulphides much more readily than hydroxides, as a rule, change 
into oxides. ° The final condition of equilibrium, if one waited, in a 
given case, until equilibrium was established, would depend, under 
fhese conditions, rather on the concentration of the sulphide-ion 
than on that of the hydrosulphide-ion, although the latter is present 
in much greater concentrations than the former. For the sake 
of simplifying the discussion of the theory of the separation of 
metal ions by precipitation with hydrogen sulphitle, the discussion 
will be limited to the consideration of the sulphide-ion as the active 
precipitating agent. As stated, this seems to be in accordance 
with the known facts. 

'The absolute values of the solubilities of the various sulphides, 
which are involved in the discussion, are known, with any degree 
of accuracy, only in a few cases. The aim of the discussion will 
be, therefore, to develop, rather, the relations in the values involved, 
which may be readily determined. Wherever absolute quantities 
can be given, they also will be referred to. 

Theory of the Separation of Sulphides by Precipitation with 
Hydrogen Sulphide. I. Precipitation of Ferrous Sulphide. — 
If we prepare a solution of ferrous sulphate, containing 27.8 grama 
of the salt, FeSOi, 7H20, m one liter (0.1 molar), we may call 
[Fe'*^] the concentration of the ferrous-ion in the solution. If such 
a solution is saturated with hydrogen sulphide, under atmospheric 
pressure, (exp.), ferrous sulphide is not precipitated. We would 
decide, on the basis of the principle of the solubility-product, that 
the reason no precipitate of ferrous sulphide is formed is, that the 
product of the ion concentrations is smaller than the solubility- 

' Knox's work leads to that conclueion. 

' The precipitation of sulphides, from a Bolution containing much more 
of the hydrosutphide-ion than of the sulphide-ion, is comparable with the pre- 
cipitation of mercuric oxide, HgO, and of silver orade, Ag^O, by sodium or 
potassium hydroxide. 
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product constant characteristic of the sulphide (p. 151); [Fe"*^] X 
[S"] < Kpes, in which [S*] is the concentration of sulphide-ion in 
the solution thus saturated with hydrogen sulphide. If an alkali, 
sodium or ammonium hydroxide, is added to the solution, a heavy 
precipitate of ferrous sulphide is inmiediately formed (exp.). 
The salts of hydrogen sulphide, like all common salts, as we have 
just seen, are very much more highly ionized than is hydrogen 
sulphide itself, and the addition of the alkali has the effect of 
increasing enormously^ the concentration of sulphide-ion, say to 
^ [S"] (p. 202). Under these conditions, the product of the ion 
concentrations has evidently grown larger than the constant: 

[Fe^^]Xx[S=]>KFcS. 
n. Precipitation of Zinc Sulphide. — Now, if a solution of 

zinc sulphate is prepared so as to contain 28.7 grams of ZnS04, 
7 H2O, per liter, which would make it of the same molar concentra- 
tion as the ferrous sulphate solution, we may, in view of the fact 
that analogous salts ionize approximately to the same extent in 
solutions of the same concentration, consider the concentration, 
[Zn++], of zinc-ion to be practically the same as the concentration, 
[Fe++], of the ferrous-ion in the ferrous sulphate solution. We 
may put [Zn++] = [Fe++]. 

If the solution of zinc sulphate is saturated with hydrogen sul- 
phide, under the same conditions as were used with the ferrous salt 
solution (exp,)y or if we add the zinc sulphate solution to the mix- 
ture of ferrous sulphate and hydrogen sulphide (exp.), we immedi- 
ately obtain heavy white precipitates of zinc sulphide. We would 
decide, therefore, on the basis of the principle of the solubility- 
product, that in this case [Zn++] X [S"] > Kzns. Since we have 
used hydrogen sulphide under practically the same conditions, we 
may consider that [S"], in this experiment,^ is the same as in the 

^ On account of the presence of a small, unknown amount of sulphuric 
acid in the original solution, resulting from the hydrolysis of ferrous sulphate, 
the exact value of [S=] in the first solution cannot be calculated without further 
examination; but, according to the values given in the table on page 202, the 
value of Xf indicating the growth in the concentration of S=, is a< least 10", 
if 2 equivalents of NaOH, and 10", if 2 equivalents of NH4OH are used to 
convert the 0.1 molar hydrogen sulphide into the corresponding sulphide MetS, 
of 0.1 molar concentration. 

• [S^l is exactly the same in the two products, when equal volumes of the 
zinc and ferrous sulphate solutions are mixed and the mixture is saturated 
with hydrogen sulphide; zinc sulphide is precipitated. 
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test with ferrous sulphate, and, by the conditions of the experi- 
ment, we have also made [Zn"*"''] = [Fe-^]. The two factors of 
the product are, therefore, the same, for the first moment, and we 
may put [Fe++] X [S=] = [Zn++] X [S=| = P. 

Since P is smaller than Kfos and larger than KznS, it is clear that 
the solubilily-producl constant for zinc sulphide must be smaller tkan 
that for ferrous sulphide: The solubility-product constants, for 
similar salts, are a measure of their solubilities in water. We may 
obtain their values by determining the solubilities of salts in pure 
water, whenever the solubility is not affected by other chemical 
changes. In the present instance, the quantitative measurements, 
that have been made in this way, are open to question, owing to 
the considerable hydrolysis which sulphides, as salts of a very weak 
acid, imdergo in solutions of such extreme dilution.' Until such 
relations have been taken into account quantitatively, it is better 
to limit ourselves for the present to the more accessible question 
of relative solubility. 

It is a comparatively easy matter to determine the relative 
solubility of zinc and ferrous sulphides. If equal quantities of the 
equivalent solutions are mixed and a precipitant, ammonium 
sulphide, which would precipitate either sulphide, if its salt were 
present alone, is carefully and gradually added to the mixture, it 
will precipitate first the less soluble one {see p. 163); and that one 
alone can be present permanently (i.e. in equilibrium) in contact 
with the solution containing the two salts. As a matter of fact,* 

' The difference in the values obtained, when hydrolysis is considered or 
neglected, is very considerable. Vide Bodl&nder, on the solubility of caJcium 
carbonate, Z. phys. Chem., 3S, 23 (1900), and Stieglitz, Carnegie Instiitdion 
Pvblieaiioni, No. 107, 349 (1909). 

' In carrying out this fraclio'uUprecipilaliim& very dilute solution of ammo- 
nium sulphide b used, so as to prevent the mechanical enclosure of bla^k 
ferrous sulphide, which would discolor the white sulphide. The ammonium 
eulphide solution should be saturated with hydrogen sulphide, to prevent tho 
precipitation of green ferrous-ferric oxide by an excess of free ammonia. It 
is best to prepare a set of the precipitates and to preserve them in weli-stoppered 
vessels, and not to try to take the time and care necessary to effect a perfect 
fractionation as a lecture experiment. The presence of the ferrous sulphate, 
in the supernatant liquid above the first precipitate of zinc sulphide, may be 
readily demonstrated by pouring off some of the solution and adding an exceas 
of ammonium sulphide to it. Of course, it is also perfectly [estimate, and 
easier, to precipitate first line sulphide from a pure zinc sulphate solution 
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we find that zinc sulphide is precipitated first, under conditions 
permitting the precipitation of ferrous sulphide if no zinc sulphate 
were present j and the precipitate of zinc sulphide remains unchanged 
in the presence of a mixture of the composition indicated (exp.)- 

It is clear, therefore, that the prediction, based on the conclusion 
drawn from the application of the principle of the solubility- 
product, is verified by experiment. 

Now, closer examination of the solution of zinc sulphate from 
which zinc sulphide has been precipitated by the action of hydro- 
gen sulphide, shows, after the hydrogen sulphide has precipi- 
tated as much sulphide as it can and the solution has been passed 
through a filter, that a very considerable proportion of zinc salt 
is still present in the filtrate, and we must ask why hydrogen 
sulphide fails to precipitate the zinc completely. The concen- 
tration of the zinc-ion has grown somewhat smaller, but that is 
not the cause of the nonprecipitation of zinc sulphide luider the 
new conditions, since hydrogen sulphide will precipitate the sul- 
phide, if it is passed into a solution of zinc sulphate which contains 
even a smaller concentration of zinc-ion than the filtrate, in which it 
fails to give any further precipitate. If the filtrate is examined, it 
is found to be strongly addy since sulphuric acid has been liberated 
by the action of hydrogen sulphide on zinc sulphate: ZnS04 + 
H2S — ^ ZnS J, + H2SO4. Sulphuric acid is a strong acid, which 
is very highly ionized, much more so than the exceedingly weak 
acid hydrogen sulphide, and consequently, as the precipitation of 
zinc sulphide proceeds, the concentration of hydrogen-ion in the 
solution rapidly grows larger and larger. But, the greater the con- 
centration of the hydrogen-ion, the smaller is that of the sulphide- 
ion, since the product [H+]2 X [S"] is a constant [equation (IV), 
p. 201] for a solution kept satur^ated with hydrogen sulphide. 
The sulphide-ion is reduced in concentration very much more 
rapidly than is the zinc-ion.^ As [S"] is a factor in the solubility- 

and then to add ferrous sulphate solution to the mixture and to preserve the 
mixture. If the zinc sulphide were not the less soluble, it would be^rapidly con- 
verted into the black ferrous sulphide. (See p. 165, and see below, pp. 210, 
213, where similar transformations are carried out as lecture experiments.) 

1 When 10% of the zinc in a 0.1 molar solution has been precipitated, 
0.01 molar sulphuric acid has been formed. For the sake of a rough approxi- 
mation, the acid may be considered completely ionized and then [H+] = 0.02, 
which is 200 times the value of [H+] in a saturated H2S solution (p. 200); 
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' product of zinc sulphide, it is clear that the value of this product 
must grow rapidly smaller during the precipitation of zinc sulphide 
from the solution, and that it may well, eventually, grow too 
small to surpass the value of the solubility-product constant Kzns- 
I Precipitation of zinc sulphide will then cease. Obviously, the sup- 
' pression of the sulphide-ion may be accomplished by the addition 
of hydrochloric, sulphuric or any other strong acid to the zinc 
sulphate solution in the first place, and then hydrogen sulphide 
should fail to precipitate any zinc sulphide at all. In fact, if to 
50 c.c. of the 0.1 molar zinc sulphate solution 2 c.c. of hexa- 
molar hydrochloric acid is added,' hydrogen sulphide does not 
precipitate even a trace of zinc sulphide {exp.}. 

We have found, then, that 0.1 molar zinc sulphate solution, 
acidified with a small excess of hydrochloric acid, fails to produce 
a precipitate of zinc sulphide, when it is saturated with hydrogen 
sulphide. We must conclude that, under these circumstances, the 
product of the ion concentrations is smaller than the solubility- 
product constant for zinc sulphide: [Zn++] X [S^J/a: < KzuS, the 
new concentration of the sulphide-ion being represented by the 
symbol {Sr]/z. 

It would follow, from these considerations, that the action of 
hydrochloric or sulphuric acid, in preventing the precipitation of 
zinc sulphide, depends on their producing a sufficiently high con- 
centration of the hydrogen-ion, to keep the concentration of the 
Bulphide-ion, in a mixture of zinc sulphate and hydrogen sulphide, 
beiow the point where the solution could become supersaturated 
with zinc sulphide. For exoctly similar reasons, none of Ike saU 

if the presence of a little sulphuric acid in the original zinc sulphate Boliition, 
resulting from & alight hydrolysis of the salt, ia ignored, the concentration of 
the Hulphide-ion is decreased roughly (200}' or forty thousandfold, while the 
concentration of ziiio4on falU 10%. The corrections, that have been indicated, 
would change the quantities involved, but they would not modify the character 
of the result. 

' This proportion of acid, making the concentration of the hydrogen- ion, 
approjdmately, [H+] -^ 0.2, is used, not because it repraaents the minimum 
conceDtration of the hydrogen-ion, which will prevent the precipitation of 
cine sulphide in 0.1 molar xinc sulphate solution, but because it represents 
the practical conditions under which the precipitation of zinc sulphide is 
avoided, when the copper and arsenic groups are precipitated in qualitative 
analyais {see p. 213). 

L ^.- . '»■ -J 
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pkides of the zinc group is precipitated by hydrogen sulphide in 
(sufficiently) acid soluiions. 

It is evident, further, that, if a solution of zino acetate (without 
the addition of any acid) is substituted for the zino sulphate 
solution and is treated with hydrogen sulphide, an entirely dif- 
ferent result, quantitatively considered, must be obtained. By the 
action of hydrogen sulphide on the acetate, acetic acid is liber- 
ated, accordmg to Zn(CH3C02)2 + H2S fc; ZnS i + 2 CH,COOH. 
As a weak acid, acetic acid produces much less hydrogen-ion than 
is formed in equivalent solutions of sulphuric acid. Consequently, 
a much slighter suppression of the sulphide-ion and a much more 
complete precipitation of zinc sulphide from the acetate, than from 
the sulphate solution, must result. Such is the case. Zinc sulphide 
is, indeed, precipitated quantitaiively by hydrogen sulphide from the 
acetate solution. 

This behavior of zinc acetate^ — and zinc salts of other weak 
adds show, of course, the same behavior — represents one of the 
pitfalls, into which the unwary analytical chemist is liable to 
fall, when he uses hydrogen sulphide. The separation of groups 
by hydrogen sulphide depends, as stated, on the fact, that, in 
the presence of a certain concentration of hydrogen-ion, hydrogen 
sulphide will not precipitate zinc sulphide and the remaining sul- 
phides of the zinc group. To secure this concentration of hydro- 
gen-ion, some hydrochloric acid is added to solutions, from which 
hydrogen sulphide is expected to precipitate none but sulphides 
of the copper and arsenic groups — and, as a rule, the purpose is 
accomplished, as desired. It is evident, however, that if a solu- 
tion contains an acetate, say sodium acetate, or the salt of any 
other weak acid, e.g. a borate or a phosphate, the addition of hy- 
drochloric acid will result, at least at first, in the liberation of the 
weaker acid and will not produce the excess of hydrogen-ion, 
required for the analysis. Zinc sulphide, and possibly nickel and 
cobalt sulphides,^ may, under such conditions, be precipitated with 
the sulphides of the groups mentioned. Unless provision is made, 
therefore, to insure a certain excess of hydrogen-ion (p. 213), or 
unless we are on our guard and look for zinc, nickel and cobalt in 

^ Nickel and cobalt sulphides are also precipitated by hydrogen sulphide 
in the presence of free acetic acid, if sodium or potassium acetate is added, 
to suppress the hydrogen-ion of the acetic acid (p. 112). 



the analyais of the precipitate formed by hydrogen sulphide," 
serious errors obviously could result. To add an inordinately 
large excess of hydrochloric acid to mixtures, in order to avoid 
this pitfall, will, as we shall presently see, only throw us more 
certainly into still another error, to which we are exposed in the 
use of this important reagent, hydrogen sulphide. 

m. Precipitatioa of Cadmium Sulphide. — Now, if a O.I 
molar solution of cadmium sulphate (22.6 grams of the salt,* 
CdS04, HiO, per liter) ia prepared, equivalent, in concentration, 
to the solutions of ferrous and zinc' sulphates used previously, we 
may consider that the concentration of cadmiiun-ion is, approxi- 
mately, the same as the concentrations of the ferrous-ion and aine- 
ion in the solutions of their sulphates. If the solution of cadmium 
sulphate is added to the acidified solution of zinc sulphate, which 
was saturated with hydrogen sulphide but from which no ainc 
sulphide could be precipitated (exp., p. 207), a heavy precipitate 
of cadmium sulphide is at once obtained (exp.). Or, if 2 c.c. of 
hexamolar hydrochloric acid is added to 50 c.c. of the cadmium 
sulphate solution and the mixture is saturated with hydrogen sul- 
phide,' cadmium sulphide is precipitated readily (exp.) and, in 
fact, quantitatively. We would decide, on the basis of the princi- 
ple of the solubility-product, that, in this mixture, precipitation 
results because [Cd"*^] X [S']/a: > Kcds- 

By the conditions of the experiment we started with a concen- 
tration of the cadmium-ion, [Cd"'^], equal to the concentration, 
[Zn++j, of the zme-ion in the zinc sulphate solution, and with the 
same concentration,' [S"]/x, of sulphide-ion as was used when 
hydrogen sulphide failed to precipitate zinc sulphide. The carre- 
sponding factors of the products of the ion concentrations are 
equal, at the beginning of the two experiments, and we may put 
[Cd-H-] X [S=l/z = [Zn++] X |S=]/i = P'. We recall the fact, that 
we have already concluded, on the baas of the principle of the 
solubihty-product, that |Zn++|X[S"]/a;, or P'/iastnaUerthan Kzns 
(p. 207), and that [Cil-^+]X[S=]/j:, or P', is greater than Kcds- 

P' being smaller than KznS and larger than KcdSi it ia clear that 

' They would be found in the copper group. 

' The sulphate, of this compositioD, ia ubtained by drying the crystoUixed 
sulphate in an ^r bath at 103-105°. 

' Cf. the oorreaponding experiment with zinc sulphate, p. 207. 
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Kcds is smaller than Kzns and that cadmium sulphide must be the 
less solvble of the two sulphides. As a matter of fact, if ammonium 
sulphide is carefully added to a mixture of equal quantities of 
the two salt solutions, cadmiimi sulphide is precipitated first, 
and when practically all of the cadmium is precipitated, a final 
precipitate of white zinc sulphide is obtained (exp,; see note, 
p. 205). Or, if zinc sulphide is first precipitated by the addition 
of a little ammonium sulphide to 25 c.c. of the 0.1 molar zinc sul- 
phate solution, care being taken to have zinc sulphate in excess, 
and if 25 c.c. of the 0.1 molar cadmium sulphate solution is then 
added to the mixture, the white zinc sulphide inmiediately gives 
way to the less soluble yellow cadmium sulphide (exp,; see p. 165). 
Cadmium sulphide is thus proved to be the less solvble of the two 
sulphides, a result which confirms the prediction made above with 
the aid of the principle of the solubility-product, and we may in- 
deed conclude that the solubility-product constant Kcjds of cadmium 
sulphide must be smaller than the constant Kzns of zinc sulphide 
(see pp. 163-168, on fractional precipitation). We are, therefore, 
also justified in deciding that CdS may well be precipitated from 
acidulated solutions by hydrogen sulphide, when ZnS is not thus 
precipitated, simply because Kcds is sufficiently small (CdS is suf- 
ficiently insoluble) to make the product of the ion concentradons 
[Cd++]X[S=]/a:, in spite of the extremely small value of [S"°]/a;, 
greater than the constant Kcds, whereas the same small value df 
[S'"]/^ makes it impossible for the product [Zn++] X [S=]/a; to reach 
the value of the larger constant Kzns, required for the precipitation 
of ZnS. Since cadmium sulphide may be precipitated quantita- 
tively under the conditions given, it is also evident that it may be 
precipitated even when the concentration of the cadmium-ion also 
has a rather small value. The relations, in regard to this point, 
will be discussed presently. 

The Separation of the Copper and Arsenic Groups from the 
Zinc Group. — Ferrous-ion and zinc-ion may be taken as typical 
representatives of the ions of the zinc group, whose sulphides are 
not predpitatied by hydrogen sulphide in the presence of a definite con- 
centration of hydrogen-ion, cadmium-ion as a representative of the 
copper, silver and arsenic groups, whose sulphides are precipitated 
under the same conditions. The separation of the groups depends, 
therefore, on the different solubilities of the sulphides of these 
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groups, the sulphides of the zinc group being the moat soluble. 
Since even these sulphides are precipitated quantitatively by 
ammonium sulphide and are very diiEcultly soluble, the separation 
is a kind 6f fractional precipitation of difficultly soluble salts, in 
which the fractionation is made possible and conveaient by the 
use of an agent, hydrogen sulphide, the concentration of whose 
active precipitating component, the sulphide-ion, S", is easily 
regulated and readily made sufficiently small, not to precipitate 
even the difficultly soluble sulphides of the iron group. 

Solubilities vary from salt to salt, and we have already found 
that, in the zinc group, zinc sulphide is less soluble than the sul- 
phide of a second member of the group, ferrous sulphide, and that 
the difference is revealed in a somewhat different behavior of their 
salts toward hydrogen aulpbide, when the action is studied in some 
detail. Similar differences must be expected to exist among the 
sulphides of the groups that hydrogen sulphide precipitates even in 
the presence of an excess of hydrochloric acid. As these differences 
are the sources of some of the most common and most serious 
errors which analysts are liable to commit, the detailed study of 
the action of hydrogen sulphide must be continued a little further. 

The Effect of a Large Excess of Acid. — The precipitation of 
cadmium sulphide depends on the relation of the product of the 
concentrations of the cadmium-ion and the sulphide-ion to the 
solubility-product constant for cadmium sulphide (see the equa- 
tion, p. 209). Now, it is clear that if a larger and larger excess of 
hydrogen-ion is introduced by the addition of more concentrated 
hydrochloric acid to the cadmium sulphate solution, the concen- 
tration of sulphide-ion is correspondingly reduced.^ The point 
might be reached, where the sulphide-ion factor becomes so small, 
that the product of the ion concentrations remains smaller than 
the value Kcds, required for precipitation of cadmium sulphide. 

In fact, if a large excess " of hydrochloric acid is added to 50 c.c. 

I [S-] = k/m+p. See equation (IV), p. 201. 

* Any immediate precipitation of cadmiiim sulphide will be prevented by 
the addition of 10 c.c. of concentrated acid (sp. nr. 1.19) to 50 o.c. of the 
0.1 molar solution, and 15 c.c. will completely prevent any precipitation of 
the sulphide. Of course, a smaller excess would prevent the precipitation of 
small quantities of the sulphide (e.g. a half milligram of cadmium), which 
should easily be found in 50 c.c. (see p. 214), 
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of the 0.1 molar solution of cadmium sulphate, hydrogen sulphide 
fails to precipitate any of the sulphide (exp.). 

But, if a few cubic centimeters of a 0.1 molar solution of cupric 
sulphate (25.0 grams of CUSO4, 5 H2O, per liter) are added to the 
solution from which hydrogen sulphide fails to precipitate cad- 
mium sulphide, cupric sulphide is at once precipitated. And, if 
15 c.c. of concentrated hydrochloric acid are added to 50 c.c. of 
the 0.1 molar cupric sulphate solution, there results a mixture 
corresponding to the cadmium sulphate solution from which hydro- 
gen sulphide fails to precipitate CdS; we find that hydrogen 
sulphide will precipitate the sulphide of copper very readily, even 
under these adverse conditions (exp,), Cupric sulphide must be 
even less soluble in water than cadmium sulphide,^ and there is 
no difficulty in showing that such is the case. If ammoniimi sul- 
phide, or hydrogen sulphide, is gradually introduced into a mixture 
of 25 c.c. each of the 0.1 molar sulphate solutions, cupric sulphide 
is precipitated first, and, if the precipitate is collected in fractions, 

* The value of the solubility-product constant for cupric sulphide, at 25®, 
was determined by Knox (loc. cit.) : [Cu-**^"] X [S=] = 1.2 X 10~**, corresponding 
to a concentration of 1.1 X 10"^^ of cupric-ion. Mercuric sulphide was found 
even less soluble : [Hg^*^] X [S= ] = 2.8 X 10-", and its behavior agrees with such 
a relation (Lab. Manual, p. 50, § 2). The solubility-product constant for lead 
sulphide, which resembles cadmium sulphide in the fact that a large excess 
of acid prevents its precipitation, was found to be [Pb"H-] x [S=] = 2.6 X 10-", 
the constant being about lO^^ times as large as the constant for cupric sulphide. 
This value for the solubility-product constant for lead sulphide must either 
be considerably larger than the true value or lead must be easily precipi- 
tated as a hydrosulphide, Pb(SH)2, since solutions in which the product of 
the ion concentrations, [Pb"H-] x [S=], is very much smaller than the constant 
given, readily precipitate lead sulphide. Thus Noyes and Bray [/. Am. Chem. 
Soc.y 29, 137 (1907)] report it possible to precipitate 1 to 2 milligrams of lead- 
ion in 100 c.c. of solution (say [Pb++] = 1 X 10-*) with hydrogen sulphide in the 
presence of 4 c.c. of hydrochloric acid (sp. gr. 1.12), for which, approximately, 
[H+] = 0.25. Then (equation (IV), p. 201) [S=] = 1.1 X 10-«»/(0.25)« = 
1.8 X 10-22, and [Pb-H-] x [S=] = 1 X lO-^X 1.8 X IO-22 = 1.8 X 10-» 
which is a much lower value than that given by Ejiox, and which still is 
not claimed to represent the limit of insolubility. Experiments, made in 
this laboratory, confirm this result and show further, that lead-ion in a con- 
centration of 1 X lO-*^ is precipitated in the presence of 0.25 molar hydro- 
chloric acid ([H+] = 0.22). Then [S=] = 2.3 X 10-^ and [Pb-H-] x [S=] 
= 2.3 X 10-» X 10-* = 2 X 10-27, which does not yet express the limit of 
insolubility. 
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pure yellow cadmium sulphide is precipitated last.' Or, if 25 c.c. 
of 0.1 molar cupric sulphate is added to the mixture in which a 
precipitate of cadmium sulphide displaced the more soluble zinc 
sulphide (p. 210), the yellow sulphide will, in turn, give way to 
the less soluble black sulphide of copper {exp.}. 

We find thus that the precipitation of cadmium sulphide, by 
hydrogen sulphide in acid solution, can be prevented by the presence 
of an excess of hydrochloric acid, which does not prevent the pre- 
cipitation of the less soluble cupric sulphide.^ The fact, then, 
that, in an analysis of some unknown mixture, hydrogen sulphide 
produces a precipitate in acid solution, must not be considered as 
evidence that the conditions are such as to insure the precipitation 
of all the sulphides of the groups, which we intend to precipitate. 
To avoid error, conditions must be such as to insure the complete 
precipitation of the more soluble as well as the less soluble sul- 
phides. The sulphides of cadmium and lead, in particular, and, to a 
lesser degree, the sulphides of antimony and tin, are most liable to 
remain unprecipitated and thus escape detection in systematic 
analysis. This is a matter of special importance, also, in detecting 
traces of the ions of these metals, especially of lead, which is a 
slow cumulative poison, even when absorbed in minute amounts, 
and which analysts must therefore be able to detect, even in 
traces, with absolute certainty. It is clear, from a consideration 
of the product of the ion concentrations, as affecting the pre- 
cipitation or nonprecipitation of such a sulphide, that a much 
smaller excess of acid will prevent the precipitation of the last 
I traces of lead sulphide, and, therefore, of all of it, if only traces 
are present, than will interfere with the precipitation of the sul- 
phide in bulk. 

The Desirable Concentration of Acid (of Hydrogen-ion) and 
an Indicator for Correct Acidification. — Summarizing the con- 
clusions reached in reganl to the conditions necessary for a suc- 
cessful separation of the copper and arsenic groups, by means of 
hydrogen sulphide, from the zinc and aluminium groups, we find 

' The fractions are not prepared in the lecture, but the first fraction is 
, kept mispended in part of the solution of the two sulphates and may be kept 
j BO for years, The last fraction is kept in a separate container. 
I ' A large excess o! add is liable to interfere with the precipitation of the 

last Iraeea of cupric sulphide and is avoided in exact work. 
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that the concentration of the hydrogen-ion, in the solution to be 
treated with hydrogen sulphide, is the most important factor. 
Too great a concentration, as has just been shown, will prevent 
the precipitation of all, or part, of the more soluble sulphides of the 
former groups, notably of the sulphides of cadmiiun and lead, which 
is a common error in the laboratory. Too small a concentration, 
which may result when a salt of a weak acid, such as an acetate, 
borate or phosphate is present, may lead, as was shown above, 
to the precipitation of part of the zinc group, notably of zinc 
and possibly of nickel and cobalt, with the copper and arsenic 
groups, and thus lead to other errors. For the ordinary purposes 
of analysis, requiring the precipitation of say one milligram of any 
ion from 100 c.c. solution (one-tenth per cent, if one gram of 
substance is used for analysis), a concentration of hydrogen-ion of 
0.1 to 0.3 gram-ion per liter forms a good basis for work.^ The 
presence of this concentration of hydrogen-ion, irrespective of the 
possible presence of weak organic or inorganic acids, may be read- 
ily insured by a simple test with an appropriate indicator. Methyl- 
violet^ is suitable for such a purpose, because it is sensitive only 
to the rather high concentrations of hydrogen-ion required: 0.1 c.c. 
or two drops of 0.05 to 0.1 molar hydrochloric acid, added to 
an equal volume of a very dilute solution (1 : 12,500) of the indi- 
cator, changes its color to a pure blue; 0.2 to 0.25 molar acid, used 
similarly, turns the indicator to a blue-green tint, and 0.33 molar 
acid produces a yellow or yellow-green hue. The blus-green tint, with 
which one becomes easily familiar, and which can, indeed, always 
be prepared for matching tints, may be used to recognize speedily, 
and with sufficient accuracy, a concentration of the hydrogen-ion 
of the strength desired, irrespective of its source.^ 

If an analyst aims to find even smaller quantities of a particu- 
lar metal ion, e,g, traces of lead, the ordinary method of analysis 

1 Noyes and Bray use, approximately, [H+] = 0.25 [J. Am. Chem, Soc,, 29, 
137 (1907)]. Tests in this laboratory showed that 1 milligram of cadmium-ion, 
or of lead-ion, in 100 c.c, is readily precipitated by hydrogen sulphide in the 
presence of 0.25 molar hydrochloric acid, ([H+] = 0.22). 

* Kahlbaum's '^ Krystallviolett," [(CH3)2NC6H4]2C :C«H4N(CH0jC1, ia 
referred to. 

' An indelible ink pencil (violet) may, in most cases, be used in place of the 
solution. The details for the application of the indicator are given in the 
instructions for laboratory practice, Lab. Manual, pp. 31, 102, 103. 
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may be modified, the source of error in the precipitation of 
traces of lead sulphide being kept in mind.^ 

Besides the complications mentioned, and provided against in 
the way discussed, there is still one more complication in the 
use of hydrogen sulphide: this is in the matter of the precipita- 
tion of arsenic sulphide from solutions containing arsenic in the 
pentavalent condition. Since the interpretation of this complica- 
tion and the explanation of the methods for avoiding the errors, 
which may arise therefrom, are necessarily intimately connected 
with the chemical behavior of arsenic acid, this subject will be 
considered in the discussion of the arsenic group (Chapter XIII). 

^ See Bl3rth, Poisons, etc., p. 608 (1895), in regard to the detection of traces 
of lead. 



CHAPTER XII 

THE COPPER AND SILVER GROUPS (Continued) . — THB THEORY 

OF COMPLEX IONS 

We will now turn to the consideration of a series of reactions 
involving the behavior of so-called ''complex ions," which are very 
frequently met with in the various analytical groups and which 
offer valuable methods of separation and identification of ions. 
The behavior of silver nitrate solution towards ammonia forms 
a convenient point of attack in taking up the general subject. 

Action of Ammonia on Silver Nitrate. — Addition of ammonium 
hydroxide solution to silver nitrate (exp.) results in the formation 
of a brown precipitate of silver oxide (and silver hydroxide). We 
may consider the supernatant liquid to be saturated with silver 
hydroxide (this is in equilibrium with silver oxide), and for the 
saturated solution we may put [Ag+] X [HO""] = KAgOH. 

If more ammonium hydroxide is added to the mixture, the pre- 
cipitate dissolves readily. The excess of ammonium hydroxide 
must increase the concentration of hydroxide-ion and, if no 
other action occurred, we should, according to the principle of 
the solubility-product, expect that the precipitate would thereby 
be slightly increased (p. 145), rather than that it should be dis- 
solved so readily. Since solution results even when the value of 
the one factor, [H0~], of the product is increased, we must sus- 
pect that the value of the other factor, the concentration [Ag+] of 
silver-ion, is in some way made much smaller by the addition 
of the excess of ammonium hydroxide. Recalling the fact that 
aluminium hydroxide is soluble in excess of sodium hydroxide, 
as the result of its amphoteric character, a solution of sodium 
aluminate NaA102 being obtained, we might suspect that silver 
hydroxide also has amphoteric properties, i.e. that it might be 
capable of ionizing into '^argentate ions," AgO"", and hydrogen 
ions, AgOH ?=± AgO" + H+. If such be the case, the nonionized 
silver hydroxide is in equilibrium, not only with the solid phase, 

216 
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but also with twosetBof ions, Ag++HO-;^AgOH ^ AgO^ + H+, 
it 
AgOHl 
and we must have two solubility-product constants, one corre- 
sponding to the basic ionization (see above) and the other corre- 
sponding to the acid ionization, and [AgO"] X [H+] = K'Agon- 

If silver hyJroxide have acid properties, the addition of an 
alkali must suppress the hydrogen-ion and the hydroxide will go 
into solution as an argentate, MeAgO. We find, however, that 
sodium or potassium hydroxide, which would form an argen- 
tate very much more readily than ammonium hydroxide, has 
no solvent action on silver hydroxide (exp.); on the contrary, 
quantitative experiments show that the alkali makes the hydrox- 
ide still less soluble than in pure water — as demanded by the 
solubility-product for the basic ionization. It is thus evident, 
that the solvent action of ammonium hydroxide is not due to its 
basic functions. We would suspect that we have here an action, 
in which ammonia is the active component, the product of a 
form of dissociation of ammonium hydroxide, of which the fixed 
alkalies are incapable. 

The Complex Silver-Ammonium' -Ion. — For a solution of 
ammonia, in water, we have the reversible reactions: H0~ + H""" -|- 

' The naming of the complex ions, which ammonia forms with metal ions, 
has not yet been satisfactorily settled. English writera frequently speak of 
"ammonio-argentic" ion and "ammonio-argontia" nitrate. German writers 
speak of "Silber-ammoniak" ion (Abegg, Handb. der anorg. Chem., II, 
728), which would read " silver-ammonio " ion in English terms. The termi- 
nology " ailvec-ammouium" ion, used in this book, is based on the idea, that 
all these complex ions are essentially of Ike same nature as the well-kaawn 
ammonium-ion, NHi+, the positive charge being, almost certMnly, carried by 
nitrogen in these complex ions, as it is in ammonium-ion. The latter is & 
complex ion of ammonia with hydrogcn-iaa. The name " amraonio-ai^ntie " 
ion does not bring out this close relationship and puts the emphasis od the 
silver, which is probably little concerned in the reactions of the complex 
08 8uch. The names "silver-ammonia" ion and "silver-ammonia" nitrate 
sound badly and do not erophasize the relation to ammonium, potassium, 
sodium and similar positive ions and their salta. The term " ammonium" \b, 
for the reasons given, used herein ageturicaenseforall complexions of ammonia 
with mmple metal ions (such as H"*-, Ag+, Cu++, Zn-H-, etc.), and the number 
of anunonia molecules, entering into the composition of a complex ion, is not 
indicated in the names. A similar nomenclature has long been in vogue, and 
has worked well, for the complex ions of metal ions with the cyanide-ion 
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NH, ;p± NH4+ + HO- 4=± NH4OH, and we note that a molecule of 
ammonia appears to combine first with a hydrogen ion, to form an 
anmionium ion, and this then forms ammoniimi hydroxide with the 
hydroxide ion. This suggests that ammonia may have the capac- 
ity to combine with positive ions other than hydrogen ion, and 
with metal hydroxides other than water. Fdr an analogous 
reaction of ammonia with silver ion and with dilver hydroxide, 
we would have: 

NH3 + Ag^ + H0~ ^ (NH,Ag)+ + HO- <=t (NH3Ag)0H. 

For the condition of equilibrimn between ammonia, the silver- 
ion and the silver-ammonium-ion, we would have^: 

[NH3] X [Ag^l _ J. 
[NHsAg^] 

Experimental investigations of the quantitative relations, ob- 
taining in ammoniacal solutions containing silver compounds, 
show that no constant value is obtained for the ratio, as just de- 
veloped. But the experimental data show equally conclusively,* 
that a constant is obtained; when the concentration of the ammonia 
is raised to the second power, in the mathematical statement. 

The significance of this change in the mathematical relation, 
it will be recalled (p. 94), is that two molecules of ammonia must 
combine with one silver ion to form an ion [(NH8)2Ag]+, whereas 
in the formation of the ammonium ion, NH4"'", we have a single 
molecule of anunonia combining with one hydrogen ion. We 
have then 

2 NH3 + Ag+ -^ HO- <=± [(NH3)2Ag]+ + HO- ^ mR^)^Ag]OH. 

We would thus have a silver-ammonium ion, [(NH3)2Ag]+, and 
its hydroxide, silver-ammonium hydroxide, corresponding to the 

(see below). We speak of (errocyanidey Fe(CN)^ argenticyanide, Ag(CN)7 
and Ag2(CN)r, etc., without indicating the number of cyanide groups, CN, 
in the complex, and we use the same generic ending " cyanide " as is used to 
designate the simple cyanide ion, e.g. to designate the ^ion formed from potas- 
sium cyanide, KCN <=± K+ + CN-. 

^ The hydroxide-ion appears with the same coefficient, 1, on both sides of 
the equilibrium equation and need not be included in the mathematical 
statement; it would appear as a factor in both terms of the ratio given and 
would cancel out. 

s Bodlander and Fittig, Z. phya, Chem., 39, 602 (1903). 
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ammonium ion and its hydroxide, ammonium hydroxide. The 
properties of ammoniacal solutions of silver oxide are in entire 
agreement with this conception. The hydroxide is a stronger base 
than barium hydroxide.' It forms salts, [{NHjj^AglX, in which 
silver appears as part of a so-called positive "complex ion." 
The hydroxide, like ammonium hydroxide, is unstable and is only 
known in solution and in the presence of free ammonia, exactly 
as is the case for ammonium hydroxide. The mathematical 
equation expresBing the equilibrium conditions for the complex ion, 
[NH.1= X [Ag+] _ 
I(NH,),Ag+l - "^^'"--^^"y 

gives a definite measure of the stability of this complex ion. It is 
clear, that the larger the constant, the more unslohh the complex 
ion would be, and so the constant is called the Instability Con- 
staTU^ of the complex silver-ammonium-ion. Bodlander found tht 
value of the constant to be 6.8 X 10~' at 25°.' 

According to the composition of the complex ion, two molecules 
of ammonia should be required for every molecule of silver 
nitrate, to produce a solution containing the nitrate of the complex 
ion: Ag^- -|- NOr + 2 NH,f^ [{NHa)2Ag]+ -|- NOr. Asamatterof 
fact, 20 c.c. of a molar solution of ammonium hydroxide { = 200 c.c. 
of a 0.1 molar solution) must be added to 100 c.c. of a O.I molar 
solution of silver nitrate, to convert the silver nitrate into the salt 
of the complex silver-ammonium-ion. If the ammonium hydroxida 
solution is allowed to flow slowly, from a pipette, into the silver 
nitrate solution, we find that the last trace of the precipitated 
silver hydroxide redissolvos just as the last drop or two of the 20 c.c. 
. is added to the mixture (exp.). Working more exactly, Reychler* 
found that the addition of ammonia to a silver nitrate solution, in 
the proportion of two molecules of the former to one of the lutrate, 
does not change the freezing-point of the solution, and therefore 

1 BoQsdorff, Ber. d. chem. Ges., 86, 2324 (1903). 

' It is also frequently called the dissociaiion conalant of the complex ion, 
indicating the tendency of the complex ion to dissociate into its componentB. 

* Two independent eJtperimental methods were used and gave concordant 
reaulta^onehaving as itabttsia the solubility of ailveraalta (chloride, broinide), 
the other the electrolytic potentials of silver against ammoniacal silVBT solu- 
tions (see Chap. XV). 

• Bidl. de In Soc. Chim. de Paris, (3), 13, 336 (1895). 
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does not increase the total number of molecules in the solution. 
This result agrees with the conception that two molecules of 
anunonia combine with one silver ion to form a complex ion. 

Application in Analysis. — Turning now to the consideration 
of the bearing of these relations on the detection of silver-ion in 
analysis, we may conclude, in the first place, from the value of the 
constant as given, that only a small proportion of the total silver 
in such ammoniacal solutions is present in the form of silver-ion; 
but, in the second place, there is, at least, a portion of the silver 
present in the form of its ion — it is not entirely suppressed; and, 
in the third place, it is clear, from the form of the equilibrium 
equation, that any excess of ammonia must very rapidly reduce 
the concentration of silver-ion in such solutions. 

The bearing of these relations, which, it will be noted,, concern 
concentrations of silver-ion^ can best be seen by working with solu- 
tions of definite concentrations. 

If the solution we have just prepared is diluted with water to 
200 c.c, a 0.05 molar solution of [(NH3)2Ag]N03 is formed. In 
such a solution, the concentration, [Ag+], of the silver-ion is only 
0.0009,^ whereas in 0.05 molar silver nitrate solution it is 0.0435. 
It is clear that the reactions of the silver-ion will not be observed 
as readily in such an ammoniacal solution as in a solution of silver 
nitrate, which contains the same concentration of total silver. That 
such is the case, may be readily, demonstrated as follows: the 
addition of 1 c.c. of molar sodium bromate to 10 c.c. of 0.05 molar 
silver nitrate immediately forms a heavy precipitate of the moder- 
ately difficultly soluble bromate, AgBrOa, while the same addition 
to 10 c.c. of the 0.05 molar silver-ammonium nitrate solution pro- 
duces no precipitate whatever {exp,). 

* We may consider the salt to be ionized to about the same extent as 
ammonium or potassium nitrate in 0.05 molar solutions, or, approximately, 
87%. If we call x the concentration of silver-ion, formed by the decom- 
position of the silver-ammonium-ion, then 2 x is the concentration of the free 
anamonia, and (0.05 X 0.87 — x) is the concentration of the complex ion. 
Since a; is a small number in comparison with 0.0435, we may write, with 
sufficient accuracy for our purposes, 

[NH,P X [Ag4-] __ i^lxyxx _ fi o y 1 rt- 8 
[(NH,)2Ag4-] 0.0435 "" ^'^ ^ ^^ ' 

Then, x = [Ag+] = 0.0009. 
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A liter ot water disaolves 0.023 mole (6 grama) of silver bromate' at 18'. 
If the same degree of ionization be assumed for it as for a 0.026 molar solution 
of the analogous salt, silver nitrate, AgNOj, 90% of the silver bromate in 
the saturated solution is ionized. The solubility-product constant then is 
[Afft-I X [BrOr] - (0.025 X 0.9)' = 0.0j5. 

When 1 c.c. of molar eodium bromate is added to 10 c.c. of 0.05 molar 
silver nitrate, each salt is ionized 80% in the mixture, and [Ag+] = 0.05 X 
0.8 X 10/11 = 0.037 and [BrO^I = (I X I/H) X 0.8 = 0.072. Then the 
product of the ioa concentrations, [Ag+] X [BrOr] - 0.037 X 0.072 = 0.0027, 
ia considerably larger than the constant 0.0 j5 and precipitation follows. 

But, when 1 c.c. of molar sodium bromate is added to 10 c.c. of a 0,05 molar 
silvei^ammonium nitrate solution, the concentration of silver-ion' is 0.0i85 
and the product of the ion concentrations, [Ag^-j X [BrOrj = O.OjSS X 0.072 
= 0.0(6, is smaller than the constant; the solution will not be saturated with 
silver bromate and no precipitate is formed. 

On the other hand, if 1 c.c. of a 0.1 molar solution of sodium 
chloride is added to 10 c.c. of 0.05 molar Bilver-ammonium ni- 
trate solution, a very decided precipitate of silver chloride ia 
formed (eip.). The difference in the action of the sodium bro- 
mate and the chloride lies in the fact that silver chloride ia 2500 
tunes as insoluble as is silver bromate, and the chloride may be 
precipitated from solutions containing a very muck smaller con- 
centration of the silver-4on than is required for the precipitation of 
silver bromate. 

The quantitative relations for the chloride are aa follows: a liter of water 
dissolves 0.002 gram, or 0.0tl4 mole, of silver chloride at 25°,' and the solu- 
bility-product constant at 25° is [Ag+J X [C1-] = (0.0,14)' = 2 X 10"". 
Now, if 1 c.c. of 0.1 molar sodium chloride is added to 10 c.c. of 0.05 molar 
silver-ammonium nitrate, we have,* for the first moment, [Ag+] = 0.00089 and 

1 Kohlrausch and Holbom, loe. cit., p. 202. 

 The dilution of the silver-ammonium nitrate (10 c.c. to II c.c.) and the 
decrease in ionization due to the added salt reduce the concentration of 
rilverion from 0.0.9 to 0.0,85. [Ag(NH,)Jl = (0.05 X 10/11) X 0.8 = 
0.0361 and 41"= 0.8 X 10-» X 0.0364 (see footnote, p. 220). Then x = 
[Ag*-] = 0.0^5. 

• Thiol (c/. Bodl&ndcr and Fittig, foe. cit.). The solubility giveo in the 
table at the end of the laboratory manual refers to 18°. The constant for the 
complex ion was determined at 25°. 

* The combined concentration of the salts is 0.055 and their d^ree of ion- 
ization may be taken aa 87%, the same as the degree of ionization of 0.05 to 
0.06 molar KNO,. Then [Cl'l = (0.1 X 1/11) X 0.87] = 0.008. [Ag(NH,)?"l 
= (0.05 X 10/11) X 0.87 = 0.04 and x = [Ag^■| = 0.0,89 (see the method of 
calculation in the footnote, p. 220). 
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[C1-] = 0.008, and [Ag^] X [Or] = 0.00089 X 0.008 = 7 X 10-«, which is 
much larger than the solubility-product constant, and precipitation must take- 
place. The precipitate will be quite a heavy one: as silver-ion is removed 
from solution, the complex ion must decompose and furnish a new supply of 
silvei^ion, and precipitation must continue until the excess of anm[ionia, which 
is liberated by the decomposition of the complex ion (Ag(NHi)2' + Ch" —  
AgCl i + 2 NH|), suppresses the silver-ion suflBciently to satisfy, with the 
diminished concentration of chloride-ion, the solubility-product constant of 
silver chloride. 

It is clear that, while the reactions of silver-ion are not obtained 
as readily in the ammoniacal solution as in an equivalent solution 
of silver nitrate (bromate experiment), nevertheless more sensitive 
tests show that a small portion of the silver still is present as sUver- 
ion in the ammoniacal solution (chloride experiment). 

This brings us to our third point, the influence of an excess of 
ammonia on the concentration of silver-ion and on its reactions. 
It is evident, from the form of the equilibrium equation (p. 219), 
that any excess of ammonia must very rapidly reduce the concen- 
tration of silver-ion. We may ask whai excess will be required to 
prevent the precipitation of silver chloride in the experiment just tried. 

The question may be answered as follows: The concentration of chloride- 
ion, when 1 c.c. of 0.1 molar sodium chloride is added to 10 c.c. of 0.05 molar 
[Ag(NH8)2]N08, no precipitate being formed, will be 0.1 X (1/11) X 0.87, 
the solution being diluted 1 to 11 and the percentage of ionization of a salt 
MeX being approximately 87% in 0.05 to 0.06 molar concentration. For 
a solution containing this concentration of cbloride-ion, the concentration 
[Ag^] of silver-ion, which may just he present without leading to the precipitaHon 
of silver chloride (i.e. for the saturated solution) is, according to the principle 
of the solubility-product, 

FA^i Ks.P. 2X10-W 



[C1-] 0.1 X 0.87 X 1/11 

Further, in the presence of an excess of ammonia, practically all of the silver 
is present in the complex form, and, [Ag(NH8)2+] = 0.05 X 0.87 X 10/11 
the 0.05 molar solution being diluted 10 parts to 11 and the salt being 87% 
ionized. 

If we call X the concentration of free ammonia required to reduce the oon-« 
centration of silver-ion to the small value indicated, we may put 

[NH,P X [Ag4-] ^ a;« X 2 X 10-^V{(0.1 X 0.87 X 1/11){ 
[Ag(NH8)a+l (0.05 X 0.87 X 10/11) " ^'^ ^ ^"" • 

Solving for a;, we obtain x = [NHs] = 0.33. The concentration of free ammonia, 
necessary to prevent precipitation of silver chloride in this system, is then 
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I 0.33, instead of 0.0018, present in the anginal solution. Now, 11 c.c. of 0.3: 

I molar ammonia ia equal to 11 X 0.33/6, or 0.61 c.c. hexamolar 



Calculations) baaed on the aolubility-product constant of silver 
chloride and on the instability constant of silver-aramonium-ion, 
lead, thus, to the conclusion that an excess of 0.61 c.c. of hexamolar 
ammonia is required, in 10 c.c. of 0.05 molar [Ag(NHs)3]N03, to 
prevent the precipitation of silver chloride by 1 c.c. of 0,1 molar 
sodium chloride. Conversely, this excess of ammonia will be re- 
quired to redissolve the precipitate of silver chloride, formed when 
1 c.c. of 0.1 molar sodium chloride solution is added to 10 c.c. of 
0.05 molar [Ag(NHa)2]N0a. The following experiment shows that 
such is the case. 

Exp. 1 c.c. of 0,1 molar sodium chloride is added to 10 c.c. of 0.05 molar 
ulver-nmmonium nitrate, prepared as described on p. 220; hexamolar am- 
monia is alowly added to the mixture from a 1 c.c. pipette, graduated in twen- 
tieths of a cubic centimeter. The precipitate will bo seen to be just about 
eompUlelji dUaolved when 0.6 to 0.G5 c.c. of the ammonia solution has bera 

We find, in this way, that the equilibrium equation for the in- 
stability constant of the complex silver-ammouium-ion, together 
with the principle of the solubility- product, allows a quantitative 
irUerpretation of the problem of the behavior of ammoniacal silver 
solutions, as far as the detection of silver by the precipitation of 
its salts is concerned. 

If a stilt larger excess of ammonia is used (exp.), even the addi- 
tion of a 10% solution of sodium chloride fails to precipitate the 
chloride, and, vice versa, ammonia in excess will readily redissolve 
a heavy precipitate of silver chloride (exp.). Advantage is taken 
of this fact in the separation and identification of silver-ion 
(Laboratory Manual, q. v.). 

It is interesting to note that the addition of potassium bro- 
mide, iodide or sulphide to the ammoniacal solution, in which 
sodium chloride fails to precipitate any siiver chloride, will still 
precipitate stiver bromide, iodide or sulphide readily (exp.). 
Judged by the line of argument used above, in contrasting the 
behavior of silver bromate and silver chloride, these silver salts 

' The strong solution of ammonia is used in order to avoid uoneceseary 
dilution, and in the eicpcriment, described below, the dilution of the liquids 
by the added ammooia is couNdered negligible. 
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must be still less soluble than the chloride. Experiment proveSi 
that such is, indeed, the case.^ 

Silver iodide is so insoluble, that ammonia * may be used to sei>aiate it, with 
a considerable degree of accuracy, from silver chloride, and this separation 
forms the basis of a method to detect chloride-ion in the presence of an iodide. 
If a solution with a limited concentration of ammonia is used, the method may be 
extended also to the separation of chlorides from bromides (see Chap. XVI).* 

Complex Metal- Ammonium Ions of Copper, Cadmiumi etc. — 

Quite a number of metal ions are capable of forming more or less 
stable complex ions with ammonia. For analytical purposes, the 
most interesting of such complex ions, aside from the silver- 
ammonium-ion, are those formed by cupric, cadmium, zinc and 
nickel ions, the most important of which represent bivalent com- 
plex ions of the composition* Me (NH8)4''~*'. The following insta- 
bility constants have been determined:^ At 21°, 

[Cd++] X [NH3]V[Cd(NH8)4++]= 1 X 10"^ 
[Zn++] X [NH3]V[Zn(NH3)4++= 2.6 X 10-^^ 

Cupri-anunonium-ion is far more intensely blue than cuprio- 
ion and its color is used as one of the tests to identify copper 
in its salts. Nickel-ammonium-ion is also blue, a much paler 
blue, and its color must not be mistaken as indicating the presence 
of a dilute solution of cupric-ammonium-ion. The same kind of 
relations obtain for these complex ions as for silver-ammonium- 
ion. For instance, a salt like cupric phosphate, which is readily 
precipitated from cupric sulphate solutions, is not precipitated 
from the ammoniacal solutions containing an excess of ammonia 
(exp,)y while the very much less soluble^ cupric sulphide is readily 
precipitated even from the ammoniacal solutions (exp.). It may 

* The following solubilities have been determined at 25**: 

[Ag+] X [C1-] = 2 X 10-^^; [Ag+] = 1.4 X 10-5. 
[Ag+] X [I-] = 1 X 10-"; [Ag+] = 1 X 10-«. 
[Ag+]2 X [S=] = 4 X 10-«>; [Ag+] = 4.3 X lO-^^ 

* 100 c.c. molar ammonia dissolves at 25** only 0.6 milligram of silver 
iodide (Bodlander, loc, cU,, p. 606). 

* Fresenius, Qualitative Analysis^ p. 378. 

* InregardtoCu(NH8)4"^8ee Locke and Forssall, Am. Chem, «/., 31, 268, 
297 (1904), and Dawson, J. Chem. Soc. (London), 89, 1674 (1906). 

» Elder, Ber, d. ckem. Ges., 36, 3403 (1903). 

* See footnote, p. 212. 
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easily be shown, in the usual way,' that the sulphide of copper 
is very much less soluble than its phosphate (exp.). 

The Complex Cyanide Ions. — Metal iona are capable of 
forming complex ions, of importance in analytical work, with a 
number of components other than ammonia. Among the most 
important of these are the complex iona formed with cyanide- 
ion. The theory of the complex cyanide ions is entirely analo- 
gous to_that of the complex metal-ammonium ions, but there is a 
difference in stability that makes their special consideration de- 
sirable, both for practical and for theoretical purposes. The com- 
plex ions of silver-ion and cyanide-ion will be discussed first. 

The Argenticyanide-Ioa. — When potassium cyanide is added 
to a solution of silver nitrate, a very insoluble precipitate of 
silver cyanitle is obtained, but an excess of potassium cyanide 
readily redissolvcs the precipitate {exp.). Since solution is 
effected in spite of the presence of an excess of the precipitating 
eyanide-ion, one is led to suspect that the other ion, the silver- 
ion, which is needed to form the precipitate, is suppressed by 
entering into some kind of complex with the excess of cyanide. 
Afl a matter of fact, the solution contains a salt, potassium argenti- 
cyanide KAg(CN)2, in which the silver forms a part of a nega- 
tive argenticyanide-ion (Ag(CN)2')-° If a current of electricity 
is passed through such a solution, the silver (all but traces), 
together with the cyanide groups, moves towards the positive 
electrode.' The complex has been formed, then, by the combi- 
nation of a positive silver-ion with two negative cyanide ions,* 
which produce a univalent negative argenticyanide-ion, Ag(CN)'i. 
Recalling the fact that the complex silver-ammonium-ion is not 
perfectly stable, one might suspect that the complex cyanide-ion, 
in turn, is not absolutely stable, and that the action, by which it is 
formed, is balanced, when equilibrium is reached, by a reverse 
action of decomposition. We would have, then, K+ -f- Ag+ -|- 

' See pp. 165, 210 and 213. 

' The acid lIAg(CN}i, correspoading to the salt, is cryatallizablc and is a. 
strong acid. It ia largely decomposed, by water, into silver cyanide and hy- 
drocyaoic acid. 

' See the experiments described on pp. 45 and S9. 

' In solutions containing an excess of potassium cyanide gKster than O.OS 
molar, the salt K][Ag(CN)i| is [ormed. The dissociation or instability eon- 
etant for the comptei ion Ag(CN)7 is 1 X lO"". 
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2(CN)- ^K+ + [Ag(CN)r] or, more simply, Ag+ + 2(CN)- ^ 

[Ag(CN)r]. 

For the condition of equilibrium between the complex and its 
components, the relation 

[Ag^] X [CN-P _ 
[Ag(CN)il " ^^-^^y 

would hold. Bodlaender^ determined the value of this constant 
by measuring the concentrations of the three components under 
varying conditions. The value foimd is 1 X 10~*^ The value 
of the instability constant for [Ag(NH8)+2], of analogous compo- 
sition, is 6.8 X 10~*, a very much larger value than the constant 
of the [Ag(CN)^ complex. The latter is, therefore, by far the 
more stable. It must, consequently, be much more difficult to 
obtain reactions, such as precipitations, of silver-ion in cyanide 
than in anunoniacal solutions. In fact, it is impossible to precipi- 
tate silver chloride by the addition of sodium chloride to KAg(CN)j 
solution (ezp.).^ Silver sulphide was found to be a much less 

1 Z. anorg, Chem., 39, 222 (1904). 

* The solubility-product constant for silver chloride at 25® is 2 X 10~". 
If the concentration of chloride-ion be made 1.0 by the addition of potassium 
chloride to a 0.05 molar solution of KAg(CN)i, then the concentration of silver- 
ion, necessary for the precipitation of the chloride, would be Kg.py[Cl""].=» 
2 X 10-" gram-ion. Neglecting the fact that the complex salt is not com- 
pletely ionized and putting [Ag(CN)r] = 0.05, and calling x the concentra- 
tion of the cyanide-ion just necessary to prevent the precipitation of the 
chloride, we have: 

[Ag+] X [CN-]« ^ 2 X 10-" X X* _ 
[Ag(CN)2"] 0.05 "" • 

We find X = O.OeS mole, or approximately 0.03 milligram potassium cyanide 
(cyanide-ion) per liter. This minute quantity of free cyanide, if not origi- 
nally present in the solution used, would be formed by the liberation of potas- 
sium cyanide from the complex (according to KAg(CN)i + KCl — > AgCl + 
2 KCN) as soon as 0.0625 mole, or 0.036 milligram, of silver chloride per 
liter have been formed, a quantity too small to be perceptible. 

When potassium cyanide is added to a silver nitrate solution, the pre- 
cipitate formed is found to be silver argenticyanide, Ag[Ag(CN)2], the 
silver salt of the extremely stable complex, rather than the simple salt, 
silver cyanide, AgCN [cf. Bodlander, Z, anorg. Chem.y 39, 223 (1904)]. 
Ag[Ag(CN)i] is even less soluble than silver chloride, the solubility-product 
constant for [Ag+] X [Ag(CN)r] being 2.25 X 10-". An excess of only 
0.062 mole, or about 0.15 milligram, of potassium cyanide (cyanide-ion) 
per liter is sufficient to prevent the precipitation of silver cyanide (silver 
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soluble salt than the chloride (p. 224), and aimnonium or sodium 
sulphide solution, when added to the cyanide solution, readily 
precipitates silver sulphide (exp.). (The sulphide is capable of 
existence in the solid phase, therefore, under these conditions.) 
In view of the extremely small concentrations of silver-ion in 
the cyanide solution, we have here a striking illustration of the 
extreme insolubility of the sulphide. 

According to the equilibrium equation given above, the larger 
the excess of cyanide-ion in the solution, the smaller must be the 
concentration of silver-ion which is capable of existence in its 
presence. In agreement with this conclusion, we find that the ad- 
dition of an excess of potassium cyanide readily redissolvea the pre- 
cipitated silver sulphide (exp.)-^ In other words, even the minute 
concentration of silver-ion, that must be present in the superna- 
tant liquid above a precipitate of silver sulphide {[Ag+p X [S~] = 
Ksd.Prod.i for a saturated hquid), cannot be permanently present 
with an excess of potassium cyanide. Consequently, the solid 
phase is incapable of existeiice in the system. 

The equilibrium equations give us, thus, a comprehensive baas 
for the interpretation of the behavior of cyanide solutions con- 
taining silver. First, in accordance with the small value of the 
constant, we find it very much more difficult to obtain precipitates 
of silver salts in cyanide, than, say, in ammoniacal solutions; 
secondly, in accordance with the fact that a very small, but 
definite, concentration of the silver-ion may still persist in the 

argenticyanide) from a 0.1 molar eolution of KAg(CN)j, and, conversely, at 
least this minute excess of potueaium Ryauide is uned in the preparation of a 
clear 0.1 molar solution of KAg(CN)s, by the addition of potassium cyanide 
to silver nitrate, until the silver cyanide, first precipitated, is just rediasolved 
(Bodlfioder, loc. cit.). This excess, as just expliuned, is more than sufficient 
to prevent the precipitation of silver chloride from the cyanide solution, 
even by a lai^ excess of potassium or sodium chloride. Unless one takes into 
account, in the manner indicated, this marked inCtuonce of a minute excess 
of cyanide-ioa in decidedly reducing the concentration of silver-ion in these 
solutions, one could be led, wrongly, to infer from the value of the insta- 
bility constant of the complex ioa and that of the solubility-product constant 
of silver chloride, that silver chloride should still be precipitated by the 
addition of sodium chloride to a solution of KAg(CN)i. 

' For this reason potassium cyanide is an excellent cleansing agent for 
I stained lulverware (sulphide stains], and, since it is an intense poison, cloaQ- _ 

ing powders should be examined for it. J 
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system, we find it possible, in the absence of an excess of cyanide, 
to precipitate such an extremely insoluble silver salt as silver sul- 
phide represents; and finally, in accordance with the form and 
constant of our equation, we find it possible, by using an excess of 
potassium cyanide, to suppress the silver-ion to the point where 
even this extremely insoluble salt can no longer exist.^ 

Cuprocyanide and Cadmicyanide Ions. — Very many of the 
metal ions are capable of forming complexes with cyanide-ion, of 
greater or smaller degrees of stability, and, as is the case for the 
complex ions formed by metal ions with anmionia, a metal ion is 
frequently able to form more than one complex with cyanide- 
ion.^ A number of these complex cyanide ions are of particular 
interest in qualitative analysis. For instance, we make use of 
the difference in the stability of the cuprocyanide and the cad- 
micyanide ions as offering us the most convenient method of 
recognizing cadmium in the presence of copper. Excepting for 
the sulphide and the oxide, cadmium does not form salts and 
compounds of characteristic colors, and, except in color, the 
salts resemble the corresponding copper salts very inuch in their 
physical and chemical behavior. Copper and cadmium con- 
sequently show the same group reactions in systematic analysis. 
The more intense colors of the copper compounds — the black 
sulphide, the intensely blue cupric-ammoniimi-ion — mask the 
cadmium reactions. But cupric-ion may be converted, by potas- 
sium cyanide, into a complex ion of extreme stability, from the 
solutions of which hydrogen sulphide and alkali sulphides fail to 
precipitate any sulphide of copper, while cadmium sulphide may he 
precipitated from the solutions of the much less stable complex cadmi- 
cyanide-ion. 

When potassium cyanide is added to the deep blue ammoniacal solution 
of cupric-ammonium sulphate [Cu(NH8)4]S04, the cupric-ion is reduced' 

^ For the quantitative relations see Lucas, Z. anorg. Chem,, 41, 192 (1904). 

* See Bodlaender, Z. phys, Ckem,, 39, 597 (1902); Ber. d. chem. Ges,, 36» 
3933 (1903). 

• Potassium cyanide is a powerful reducing agent (see p. 89) and is readily 
oxidized to potassium cyanate. The action, presumably, takes the foUowing 
course (see Chapters XIV and XV) : 

2CU-H- + 4H0- + KNC--*2Cu+ + 4H0- + KNC+ -*2Cu+ 

+ 2 HO- + KNCO + H,0. 
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to cuprouB-ion, and the latter is converted, by an eicesa of cyanide, into the 
extremely stable complex ion Cu(CN)7 and its salt, potHsaium cuprocyanide 
K,|Cu(CN),|. The instability constant of the complex ion ia: [Cu+] X 
[CN-]VICu(CN)7I = 0.5 X l(f-°, and the concentration of cuprous-ion, in a. 
0.1 molar solution, ia approximately' 3.7 XIO""- Without an excess of cyanide, 
traces of cuprous sulphide may still be precipitated, but a few drops exMSs 
mil preveTit the predpilalion enHrely? 

With an excess of potassium cyanide, cadmium forma the salt Ki[Cd(CN)(], 
yielding the ion |Cd(CN)7|. The instability constant^ of the complex ion 
is [Cd-H+j X [CN-lV[Cd(0N)7] = 1.4 X lO"". The concentration of cad- 
mium-ion, in a 0.1 molar solution of the salt, is then approximately* 8 X 10~*- 

If potassium cyanide is added to an ammoniacal solution, con- 
taining both cadmium and copper, until the color of the solution 
is just discharged, and if two or three drops excess of the cyanide 
is then used, the addition of ammonium sulphide will precipitate 
pure cadmium sulphide {exp.), while ammonium sulphide, added to 
a portion of the original ammoniacal solution, will precipitate a 
dark mixture of cupric and cadmium sulphide (exp.), in which the 
yellow color of cadmium sulphide is masked by the black precipi- 
tate of cupric sulphide. 

Cobalticyanide and Nickelocyanide loas. — In much the 
same way, in the identification of nickel in the presence of 
cobalt, advantage may be taken of the fact that cobalt forms 
an extremely stable cobalticyanide* ion, |Co(CN)7], which does 
not permit of the precipitation of cobaltic hydroxide, whereas 
nickel does not form such an ion, but only forms a not very 
stable nickelocyanide ion, [Ni(CN)T], which is readily decomposed 
by bromine and alkali, niekelic hydroxide being precipitated. 

' Put [Cu+] = I, and [CN-] = 3 i, and, neglecting the degree of ioniiation, 
[Ou(CN)r] =■ 0.1, X being so small that it need not be subtracted from 0.1. 
Then i X {3 x)' = 0.1 X 0.5 X 10"", and x = 3.7 X lO"". 

* Treadwell and Giraewald, Z. nnorg. Chem., 38, 92 (1904). 

' Euler, Ber. d. chem. Ges., 38, 3404 (1903). 

' Putting [Cd-H-] = y, we have 3/ X (4 j/)* = 0.1 X 10"", and y = 8 X lO"*. 
In view of the values of the constants, a irniall excess of potaauum cyanide 
will have a much smaller suppressing effect on the cadmium-ion than on the 
cuproua-ion. For the excess [CN-] = 0.01, [Cu+J = 5 X 10-", [Cd++] = 10-", 
as compartMl with [Cu+] = 4 X 10-» in a 0.1 molar solution of the aalt 
K,[CuCCN),|, and with [01++] - 8 X lO"* in aO.l molar solution of K,Cd(CN)fc 

' Bromine water ia a convenient agent for oxidizing cobaltoua to cob&ItJe 
ions (see Chapter XV). 
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The following are the chief actions involved in the precipitation 
of the latter:^ 

Ni(CN)r t; Ni-H- + 4 CN- 

2 Ni++ + Br,'^ 2 Ni^^^ + 2Br- 

Ni^^^ + 3 HO- U Ni(OH),i 

Applications and Precautions in Analysis. — The complex 
cyanide ions thus give us a convenient means of interfering with 
the precipitation of certain metal ions, and of enabling us, Ijiereby, 
to detect other, closely related, ions in their presence. At the same 
time, we must be careful to identify the ions, which we wish to 
suppress, before converting them into these extremely stable 
complexes. Potassium cuprocyanide and potassium cobalticya- 
nide solutions would not give any of the ordinary tests for ions of 
copper and cobalt, and to find the latter in such solutions, by these 
tests, we would have to take the trouble of destroying the com- 
plexes. Should the destruction of such complexes become neces- 
sary (e.g. when complex cyanide ions are present in the co'iginal 
substance under examination), evaporation with sulphuric acid, 
with due precautions against inhaling poisonous hydrocyanic acid 
fumes, fusion with alkali carbonates, and perhaps most conven- 
iently, electrolysis with sufficiently high potentials,* are the methods 
most frequently employed for the purpose. It will be recalled 
that we have used the method of fusion with potassium carbonate 
to find iron in potassium ferrocyanide (p. 89). 

Ferrocyanide and Ferricyanide Ions. — The ferro- and ferri- 
cyanide ions may also be treated as complex ions. For instance, 
for the ferricyanide-ion, we would expect a condition of equilibrium 
to exist between the complex ion and the simple ions according to: 

Fe(CN)f ^ Fe^^ + 6 CN- and i^^^^^i^^ 

[Fe(CN)-iJ 

The heavy arrows -^^ indicate the main course the reversible actions 
take, under the influence of the reagents used. Since the oxidation of nickel-ion 
by bromine is accomplished only after the bromine has oxidized any excess 
of cyanide used — potassium cyanide is a powerful reducing agent (p. 89) — 
the addition of cyanide, beyond a very small excess, must be avoided (see 
laboratory instructions). 

2 E.g. for the precipitation of silver, copper, nickel, cobalt and certain 
other metals from cyanide solutions; c/. Edgar F. Smith, Electro-Analysis 
(1907). 
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If the fact ia recalled that the extremely sensitive tests for the 
ferric-ion fail to reveal the least trace of it in a potassium ferricy- 
auide solution, one must conclude that the ferricyanide-ion must 
be extremely stable. The conception of the ferricyanide-ion as a 
complex ion, subject to the above equilibrium conditions, suggests 
that if a considerable excess of hydrogen-ion is added to its solu- 
tions, the concentration of ferric-ion must be increased: since 
hydrocyanic acid is an extremely weak acid (p. 104), the ratio 
[H+] X [CN-]/[HCN] having the value 7/10", the addition of 
some concentrated hydrochloric acid must decidedly suppress the 
cyanide-ion in a ferricyanide solution and thus lead to an increase in 
the concentration of the ferric-ion. Under theae conditions, direct 
evidence of the presence of the ferric-ion, and of the fact that the 
complex ion is a component in a reversible reaction, may, indeed, 
be obtained, as well as further evidence of the extreme stability 
of the complex. The presence of traces trf ferric-ion may be 
detected, namely, in the acid solution by the thioeyanate test, 
applied in its moat sensitive form, in which any ferrithiocyanate 
produced is taken up in ether. 

Exp. Potassium ferricyanide, treated with a thioeyanate and ether, does 
not show the least trace of color; when some concentrated hydrochloric acid 
ia added to the mixture, a perfectly plain, although noticeably faint, pink tint 
is imparted to the ether Bolution. 

Mercuric cyanide, as we have seen (p. 115), is exceptional in itaenceedingly 
email capacity for ionization. SherrilP has found that the dissociation con- 
Btant for [Hgi-^] X [CN-|V[Hg(CN)ri has the extremely small value 0.4 X 
10-". Consequently, mercuric-ion must be even more effective than hydro- 
gen-ion (strong acids), in suppressing the cyanide-ion and liberating the ferrous- 
or ferric-ion, in solutions of ferrocyanides or ferricyanides. In fact, when a 
solution of potas^um fcrrocyanide is warmed, for a moment, with some 
mercuric oxide, the ferrocyanide complex is t€ some extent decomposed; the 
liberated ferrous-ion is oxidized, by the excess of mercuric oxide,' to ferric-ion, 
and the presence of the latter, in quantity, is shown by the abundant precipi- 
tation d ferric ferrocyanide or Prussian blue, when the mixture is acidi&ed 
with hydrochloric acid (eip.). 

' Z. pkys. Ckem., 43, 705 (1903). Vide also Haber, Z. Blektrochem.. 11, 
847 (1905). 

• 2 Fe^ + Hg++ -■ 2 Fe+++ -I- Hg 1 . If the treatment with mercuric 
ojdde is carried to completion the final products of the reaction are ferric 
hydroxide, mercuric cyanide, mercury and potasaiura hydroxide (I^ose, 
Z. anal. Chem., 1, 300 (1862)): 

2K,IFe(CN),] + 7 HgO -^ 7 H,0 — 3 Hg|Hg(CN)4] -(- 8 KOH -|- 2 Fe(OH), J, 
+ Hgl. 
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The Aurocyanide-Ion. — Gold forms a particularly stable complex ion 
with cyanide-ion. The constanti for the ratio [Au+] X [CN-J»/[Au(CN)r] 
has the value 10~^. This makes potassium cyanide an excellent solvent for 
insoluble gold compounds, such as gold sulphide, and the cyanide prooeM for 
the extraction of gold ores makes use of this property. 

The Reacting Components in Solutions of the Complex Cyanide Jong. — 
The extraordinary values, obtained for the constants expressing the con- 
dition of equiUbrium between cyanide ions and some of the simple metal 
ions, such as gold and silver ions, and their complex ions, have led to inquiries 
concerning a question of fundamental interest in the theory of complex ions 
and» in the theory of ionization itself. In a 0.05 molar solution of KAg(CN)s, 
containing an excess of 0.1 mole of CN~, per liter, the concentration of silver- 
ion is only 5 X 10-". And yet, the addition of potassium hydrosulphide 
(sufficient to make [KSH] =0.1 molar) will precipitate silver sulphide prac- 
tically instantaneously from the solution.^ In solutions containing a larger 
excess of cyanide, the concentration of the silver-ion is enormously reduced, 
and yet, while we can no longer precipitate silver sulphide from such a solu- 
tion, metallic silver may be precipitated by zinc or by the action of an electric 
potential at the cathode (Chapter XV). The question may be asked, whether 
we miLet consider that in these actions the minute quantity of free silver ions, 
present at any moment, is alone capable of the reactions indicated, and that the 
decomposition of the complex into its components — as one of these, the silver- 
ion, is removed by precipitation — takes place with sufficient speed to account 
for the rapid actions, wholly, as direct actions of the silver ions. The alternative 
to an affirmative answer to this* question is, that silver sulphide or silver may 
be precipitated by direct action of the predpitard on the complex Ions, rather 
than on the silver ions. We may indicate the first course suggested for the 
action, as follows: 

2 Ag(CN)r + S=<di4CN- + 2 Ag+ + S= <=> AgaS i + 4 CN- I 

The second, suggested, course of the action would be the following: 

2 Ag(CN)r + S= <=> AgS i + 4 CN-. H 

This second action would mean that we could obtain reactions of silver ions, 
such as the precipitation of silver sulphide, vrithout the intermediate formation 
of the free ions themselves. 

The consequences of the first, the ordinary, conception of such actions 
as direct actions of silver ions, have been analyzed by Haber ' from the point 
of view of the velocities of the actions, by which the complex must be formed 
from its components and be decomposed into them, in order to satisfy the 
facts concerning the precipitations. 

* Bodlaender, loc. dt. 

* The solubility-product constant of silver sulphide at 25® is 0.5 X ID-**; 
for [S-] = 0.8 X 10-5 (p. 202), we would have in the present case [Ag^J» X 
[S=] = 2 X 10***, which is greater than the constant. Vide quantitative data 
by Lucas, loc. cU. 

» Z. /. Elektrochem., 10, 433 and 773 (1904). 
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We may consider, with Haber, a liter of a 0.05 molar solution of K»Ag(CN)i, 
containing an excess* of 0.95 mole potassium cyanide. In such a solution, the 
concentration of ailver-ion is reduced to 8 X 10-'* gram-ion per liter. Now, 
according to the beat determinations of the ultimate dimenaiona of molecules, 
about 10" moleculea are estimated to be contained in a mole (gram-molecule), 
and 10" ions, therefore, in a, gram-ion (e.g. in 108 grama of silver-ion there 
would be 10" individual silver ions). Then a. lif«r of the aolutioa we are 
tit, only eight individual silver iona, 
lent, since the reversible reao- 

e going on continually. Thus 100 c.c. 

'en one silver ion all the time, but the 
requirements of the equilibrium conditions could be met' by silver ions 
"flashing up and disappearing" in such a way, that the required average 
concentration in unit time is maintained. There is nothing irrational in such 
a conception. 

One may ask, however, what must be the velocities, with which the com- 
plex is formed from the components, and is resolved into them, in-order to 
eatisfy an instability constant ' 10"'' and still enable us to obtain a practically 
Instantaneous precipitation, say of silver sulphide, the action being analyzed 
on the basis of the ordinary conception that only the silver-ion itself, and 
not the complex ion, is directly active in the formation of the silver sulphide. 
A condition of equilibrium, in a reversible action, implies that the velocitiee 
of the two continuous, opposed reactions are equal (p. 94). For the action 
Ag+ -i- 3 CN-— •Ag(CN)r the vdodiy of formalion of the complex is 
proportional to a characteristic constant, Kjrg,gj,^|gQ, to the concentra- 
tion, tAg+], of the silver-ion, and to the third power (see p. 94) of the con- 
centration, [CN— ], of the cyanide-ion. The velocity of the opposed reaction 
of decomposition of the complex is proportional to another characteristic 
constant, Kpjp^mpj^jjgQ, and to the concentration, [Ag(CN)r], of the compli 
ion. For the condition of equiUbrium, the velocities of the opposed reactions 
are equal, and we derive the relation 
jAg^l X [CN-]' I 
[Ag(CN)ri i 

The equilibrium constant of the complex ion is, then, the ratio of the velocity 
constants of its decomposition and formation (see p. 94). Now, the velocity 
cotislant, Kp.f„„,tJon, represents the concentration, in moles, of the complex 
ion [Ag(CN)?l,that is formed in unittimefrom unit concentrations of itscom- 
ponenta Ag^ and CN~, and it may be considered as the reciprocal of a (i?rw 
eoTwtoni, T]fon„,jJQ„, the time required to form unit cojuxnlratioa of the com- 
plex ion, while the components are maintained at unit concentration. The 
analogous reciprocal relation holds for the velocity constant, Kpg,,^^ ^j 
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I expresses also the following relations: 
L 1 See footnote 4, p. 235. 

m • Ostwald, AUgem. Chard 

I ° Haber. he. cit. 



The equilibrium equation, therefore. 
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[Ag^l X [CN-P Tp^rmation JL_ 

[Ag(CN)r] ^ TDecomposition ^ 10« • 

In words, the time required for the spontaneous decomposition of one mole 
of the complex is 10" times as long as the time required to form one mole 
of the complex, from uniformly unit concentrations of the components. If 
the concentration of silver-ion is reduced to 1/10" and the concentrations of 
the cyanide-ion and the complex ion are maintained at 1, the formation of the 
complex takes place 10" times as slowly as when [Ag+'J — 1, and a condition of 
equilibrium is produced, the time required to decompose and to form the 
same amount of the complex being now equal. 

This relation of time constants may be used to obtain some idea of the 
consequences of assimiing certain limiting values for one or tJie other, the 
ratio being maintained at the vsdue 1/10". If the time constant Tp^j^Q^tj^n 
for the formation of the complex be taken as one ten-thousandth of a second,^ 
then, according to Haber, a molar solution of potassium argenticyanide 
would not be able to form in thousands of years sufficient silver ions to be 
discovered by any direct test, a result which is not compatible with the 
precipitation of silver sulphide and of metEillic silver in a few minutes, since 
silver ions could not be supplied rapidly enough. It is evident, thus, that the 
ratio 1/10" must indicate an exceedingly small value for T Formation* ^ ®^y 
silver ions form silver sulphide and silver. 

If we assume that the complex is decomposed so fast as to supply new 
silver ions rapidly enough, to allow us to consider the precipitation of silver 
and silver sulphide as direct actions of the silver ions, then we may, conserva- 
tively, consider TD^^^p^gj^i^^ to be about 1/100 second. Then Tp^,^^ 
would be only 1/10^* second. Considering the limiting results for the dimen- 
sions of atoms (and ions) and taking account of the fact that the formation of 
the complex involves electrical changes, that is, in modem terms, changes in posi- 
tion of electrons,^ Haber finds, that to satisfy the above value for the time 
constant, such changes must involve a motion of electrical charges at a speed 
about a million times as great as the velocity of light. Such a velocity is, 
unquestionably, incompatible with our knowledge of the velocities of light 
and of electrical charges. We must draw the conclusion that the complex 
argenticyanide-ion probably cannot decompose fast enough into its ions, to enable 
the latter to be the only components which make it possible to precipitate 
silver sulphide or metallic silver from its solutions' (see above, p. 232). That 
would make it necessary to assume direct action (as given in equation II, 

1 Then TD^,o^po3itio^ = 10-< X 10" = 10" seconds, and, since there are 
3.15 X 10^ seconds in a year, Tj^^^jj^p^gj^ion = 3 X W years. 

> See p. 42. 

' Since there are still smaller 'instability constants" than that of the 
argenticyanide-ion {e.g. for the gold-cyanide-ion the constant is I/IO**), there 
is a large margin of safety for the plausibility of Haber's argmnent. For 
full details, his articles {loc. cU.), and the discussion (by Abegg, Bodlaender, 
Danneel, iJbid.) aroused by them should be consulted. 
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p. 233) between the aimplex and the precipilating agent, to some extent, at least, 
the extent being dependent on tbe conccntrationa involved in a given caae. 
U further investigationa should confirm such a view, we would probably find 
that both the actions under consideration (equations I and 11, p. 232) must 
proceed HmitUaneoudy. The second one would have the advantage of enor~ 
mously greater conoentrationa of the reacting components, e,g. of the complex 
ion ; the first one would, probably, be found to have the advantage of an enor- 
mously greater velocity constant. The actual velocities of the two reactions 
have never been measured ' and no final explanation of the relations can be 
oEFered. The problem is a very important one, involving the whole question 
of the mode of ionic action (r/. Chap. V, especially p. 83). 

Aside from the theoretical value of the problem that haa been raised, tbe 
question of immediate moment to us, from the point of view of anal3^ical 
chemistry, is the question whether such conclusions would invalidate, in any 
way, the use we have made of the theory of complex ions, in elucidating the 
question of the precipitation and nonprecipitation of salts of simple ions from 
solutions of their complex ions. 

The existence of a precipitate in contact with a solution is a question of 
a amdUion of equiiibHiun; the question raised, aa the result of Haber's calcu- 
lations, deals simply with the problem of Ihe palh, the mechanism by tchich 
equilihriuTn ia reached, but the answer to it doee nol affect the condilions, on wkiiA 
the mairUenarux of equitibrium depends. All the conclusions, drawn in our 
discussions of precipitation from solutions of complex ions, are concerned with 
final amdiiions for equilibrium, i.e. with the conditions under which a predpi- 
laie can exist, and not with the mechanism of its formation. The conclunona 
reached are valid, therefore, irrespective of what the decision may ultimately 
be in the question, whether the simple ions alone are acted upon, when their 
salts are precipitated, or whether the complex ions are also immediately con- 
cerned in the action. The precipitation of silver chloride from an ammoni- 
acal solution ' may serve to illustrate this point. ' 

In the first place, the precipitation of silver chloride from an ammoniacai 
solution, say by sodium chloride, may be considered to be the result of the 
direct interaction of chloride ians with the small quantity of silver ions pres- 
ent, the complex serving only to renew Ike supply of silver ions, as the latter are 
removed from solution, by the precipitation. The course of the action would 
be expressed by the equations 

lAg(NH,).ICI^[Ag(NH.)i"]+CI-i=i2NH,+Ag+-+Crfz>AKCl+2NH,. (1) 

AgCU 

When the precipitation is ended and equilibrium esteblished, a trace of 
silver chloride is in solution, in contact with the precipitate, and, according 

' See Le Blanc and Schick, Z.phys. CAem., 46, 213 (1903),on measuremento 
of the speed of ionic actions. The values obtained agree, in general, with 
Haber's contention. 

* The concentrations of silver-ion are large, in comparison with those in 
cyanide solution, and the action is, most lilcely, essentially an ionic one; but 
the argument applies with equal force to cyanide systems. 
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to the principle of the solubility-product, we must have [Ag^] X [CI—] = K^^^. 
Bodlander's experiments,^ on the solubility of silver chloride in ammonia, 
prove that this relation is in perfect agreement with the facts. For the silver- 
anmionium-ion, the free ammonia and the silver-ion present in the solution, 
we must have the relation [Ag+] X [NH,P/[Ag(NH,)t] = K^^^^^ ^^ , 
This relation, according to the experimental evidence, is also found to hold. 
Now, we might, on the other hand, assume that the primary or main 
action, leading to the precipitation of silver chloride, is the interaction of the 
chloride ions vrith the complex ions^ rather than with silver ions. Silver- 
ammonium chloride, [Ag(NH8)2]Cl, might first be formed, for instance, and 
then decompose directly into silver chloride and ammonia. This is the simplest 
assumption we can make for this kind of action and is sufficiently illustrative 
of any kind of direct action between the chloride ions and the complex ions. 
The path of the action would then be expressed by the equations 

[Ag(NH,)i-]4-Cl"<=>[Ag(NH,) JC1^2 NH,4-AgCl«:±2 NH,+Ag+-|-a- (2) 

Agai 

It is clear, from a comparison of this series of equations with equations 
(1), that they represent the same reversible reactions in a somewhat differ- 
ent order. Since equilibrium conditions for any reversible reaction (e,g, for 
A + B ^ C + D) are independent of the order in which the components (e.g. 
A, B, C, D) are brought into the system (p. 94), the difference of order, indi- 
cated by equations (1) and (2), cannot affect the fiuEil condition of equi- 
librium in the system imder discussion. For instance, since we again have 
silver chloride in contact with its saturated solution, we again must have 
[Ag**] X [CI"] = K^Q|, and the experimental confirmation of this relation (and 

similarly of the relation [Ag+] X [NH8]V[Ag(NH8)2"I = K) agrees as weU 
with this second path of the action as with the first. Conversely, since the path, 
by which the equilibrium is reached, does not affect the condition of equilib- 
rium, it is perfectly legitimate to draw conclusions from equilibrium constants, 
wUhont assuming to know anything at all about the path by which the condition 
is rea>ched^ 

For analytical work, the vitsd point is the ultimate condition of equUibriumj 
which determines whether a precipitate may exist and be formed in a given system 
or not. The instability constants of the complex ions and the solubility- 
product constants of precipitates are the constant factors involved in the 
ultimate conditions for equilibrium, and they do not depend on the path by 
which equilibrium is reached. Consequently , we find that the application of 

* Loc, dt. 

* An equilibrium constant, as we have seen, is a ratio of velocity constants 
of balanced reactions (pp. 94, 233) and involves therefore at least two unknoum 
velocity constants. By determining the actual rate of change with known 
concentrations of reacting components, i.e. by determining the velocity con- 
stants themselves, rather than their ratio, a definite conclusion as to the 
mechanism or path of a given reaction can often be reached (see p. 80) • 
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the theory of complex iona to analytical problems of precipitation has been in 
no wise invalidated by the problemB presented by Haber. The theory forms 
now, aa before, in tact, the best quantitative baais for the exproasion of the 
experimeatal results. Tlie stability constantH, and the concentrations of the 
components used, determine the limiting concentrations in nhich a given metal 
ion is capable of continued existence, and determine, therefore, the question 
whether an ionogen, of a given solubility, ia capable of existence as a solid 
phase in a given system. 

The Structure of Complex Ions. ~ The ability of ammonia to form com- 
plex ions with Simple metal ions is commonly ascribed to the unsaturated 
condition of ammonia (see p. &5), It is interesting to recall the fact, that 
the marked power of the cyanide-ion to form complexes of extraordinary 
stability, is also associated with a similarly unsaturated condition of the cya- 
nide-ion (p. 66). According to the results of Nef's researches,' we have, in 
hydrocyanic acid and the cyanides, unsaturated or bivalent carbon; potassium 
cyanide, for instance, has the structure K — N = C<. The two free valences 
of the catimn atom may, according to the electrical theory of valence, be ag^n 
conffldered to consist of one negative and one positive charge. The possibility 
of the formation of complexes is then self-evident, and we can readily see, 
how silver cyanide, Ag — N = C±, should absorb cyanide-ion,' +C = N~, and 
form a complex (Ag — N = C = C = N~) or Ag(CN)^, whose potassium salt 
would be potassium argenticyanide, K[Ae(CN)b]. For the potassium salt 
KiAg(CN)i, of the second complex ion' tAg(CN)7] of silver and cyanogen, the 
moat likely structure Is 

Ag-N = C-C = N-K. 
\ / 



K 

The other complex cyanide ions, ferrocyanide, terricyanide, cobalticyanide, 
etc., are considered to have structures entirety similar to those pven to the 
ai^enti cyanide ions.' 

Complex Halide, Sulphide, Oxide and Oionium Ions. — In conclusion, 
there arc other elements besides nitrogen (in ammonia and its derivatives) 
and carbon (in cyanides), which form complex ions with simple ions; notably 
the halogens form such complexes. Chlaroplatinlc acid, HiPtCli, and its salts 
(Lab. Manual, g. v.), ftuorosiUcic acid, HtSiFt, potasuum-mercuric iodide, 

> Proeeedinga Amer. Academy, 1892. 

* In the absence of any added cyanide, it combines with itself. Silver cyanide, 
according to Bodlander's results, ia, in saturated solutions, chiefly (AgCN)i 
or Ag[Ag(CN),l, U. Ag - [N = C = C = N - Ag]. 

* See p. 225, footnote 4, 

* Werner has developed quite a different theory of the structure of complex 
loni. (C/. Nerast, Theoretical Chemietry, p. 374 (1904).) 
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KHgIs and EtHgl4,^ which forms a most sensitive leagent for the detection 
of traces of ammonia,' are instances of complexes of the halogens that are of 
importance in aniQjrsis. It is worthy of note that the most likely structure* 
for these compounds, e.g. Cli=Pt = (Cl=Cl— H)i, bears a very striking 
analogy to the structures frequently assigned to the cyanide and ammonia 
complex ions. Oxygen and sulphur form complex ions, of great stability, with 
many elements, and we shall presently have occasion to discuss in detail some 
of the complex ions formed by sulphur. All of the oxygen acids may be treated 
as containing complex ions of oxygen and some other element, and their in- 
stability constants * are factors in determining their chemicat behavior. For 
instance, such is the case, most likely, for their behavior as oxidizing and 
reducing agents (see Chapter XVI). The unsaturated condition of oxygen in 
water, (HsO'''), makes possible, also, the formation of complex ions, [(HiO)xMe}^, 
etc., called oxonium ions and comparable with metal-ammonium ions. They 
form a most inviting field for rigorous investigation. It is altogether prob- 
able that the hydrogen-ion is intimately related, in aqueous add solutions, 
to the complex oxonium-ion, [(HiO)zH]+, comparable with the ammonium- 
ion, (NHsH)^, and, possibly, the greater part of the hydrogen-ion, in aqueous 
solutions, exists in this form of combination.' 

Complex Ions of Organic Oxygen Derivatives. — A further 
group of complex ions, derived from organic derivatives of oxygen, 
are of particular importance in analytical work. Many organic 
compounds, such as sugars, glycerine, tartrates, citrates, inter- 
fere, more or less, >vith the precipitation of metal hydroxides and 
certain of their salts. For instance, the addition of cane sugar 
or of rochelle salt (sodium potassium tartrate) to a solution of 

1 Sherrill, Z. phys. Chem., 43, 721 (1903). 

' In Nessler's reagent, Fresenius' QiLolitative Analysis j p. 141. 

» Cf. Remsen, Am. Chem. /., 11, 291 (1899); 14, 81 (1892) (Stud.). 

* For instance, for arsenious acid we have 

3 H+ + AsO? ;=> HaAsOs <=± Aff^-H- -j. 3 HO- 

and, therefore, [As+^] X [H Oj« ^ ^^ g.^^^ ^ A;'„n„/[HO-] (p. 176). 

[AsOJ]X[H+P ™^ ^ ^' 

, . ,, [A8-H-4-] X [H0-1« , A ^ . J . ,. 

we have further, — zri = K2. And smce we may derive the 

[AsOa] 
relation [HO-]^ == Ajs X [0=], by considering the primary and the secondary 

ionization of water (see pp. 246, 278), we have, finally, —~ — ^ = K. 

The constants for the primary and the secondary ionization of water are in- 
cluded in the value of K. 

* Fitzgerald and Lapworth, /. Chem. Soc. (London), 93, 2163 (1908); Lap- 
worth, ibid.y 2187. Vide also Franklin on the characteristics of the NHj 
ion in liquid anmionia, Am. Chem. J., 23, 305 (1900). 
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cupric sulphate prevents the subsequent precipitation of cupric 
hydroxide by alkali (eip,). Inplaceof a precipitate of the hydrox- 
idcj a clear, intensely blue, solution is formed. In an analogous 
way, the same substances and similar compounds interfere with the 
precipitation of the hydroxides of aluminium and chromium, and 
since aluminium and chromium should be precipitated as hydrox- 
ides in systematic analysis (Chap. X), the presence of such organic 
compounds must be most carefully considered, to avoid error.' 
The precipitation of moderately difficultly soluble salts, such as 
phosphates, is also rendered) appreciably, more difficult. Onlyex- 
tremely insoluble salts, such as the sulphides of the arsenic, copper 
and zinc groups, are precipitated, from solutions of organic sub- 
stances of the character indicated, without any appreciable inter- 
ference.* 

These relations clearly recall the characteristic behavior of ammo- 
niacal and cyanide solutions, in which complex ions are formed, 
and the interference of the organic compounds with precipita- 
tion is of a similar nature — complex ions are formed by metal 
ions with these organic compounds, and the complexes are, in 
many instances, sufficiently stable to reduce the concentrations 
of the metal ions to the point, where only very difficultly soluble 
salts can be precipitated. 

The relatioiK may be illustrated by the discussion of the com- 
plex formed by the cupric-ion with tartrates. The structure of 
sodium tartrate is expressed by NaOjC-CH (pH)-CH(OH}-CO,Na. 
The underscored hydroxide groups OH are known in organic 
chemistry as alcohol groups.^ Now, alcohols resemble water in 
very many properties and, among others, in the capacity to form 
metal derivatives or alcoholates, in which the hydrogen (ion) of 
the hydroxide group is replaced by metal ions. The alcoholates 
correspond, thus, to the metal hydroxides, which are the analogous 

' See the laboratory inBtructiona, in regard to the precftutions used, to 
avoid errors from this source. 

' On the other hand, colloidal organic substances, such aa caamn, glue or 
albumen, interfere with the precipitation of even the most insoluble sulphides, 
by producing colloidal saapermorts of the latter (see Chap. VII; ef. Muller, 
AUnemeine Chemie der KoUoide, p. 36 (1907). 

' In alcohols the hydroxide group is held by a carbon atom, whose remain- 
ing valences are satisfied by hydrogen or carhon atoms, as in ordiuary or 
ethyl alcohol, H,C-CH,{OH), 
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derivatives of water. Exactly as there is a vast difiference in the 
readiness with which the various metal hydroxides, or bases, ionize, 
many of them being only slightly ionizable (the weakest bases), so 
certain alcoholates are much less readily ionizable than others. 
The alkali alcoholates are most readily ionized. 

When sodimn tartrate is mixed with an excess of sodium hydrox- 
ide, some of the readily ionizable sodium salt of the alcohol 
groups of the sodium tartrate is formed and we have: 

(CHONa)2(CO^)2+2 Na+ <=> (CHO")2(COr)2 + 4 Na+. 

When cupric sulphate is added to this mixture, a sligktly ionizable 
complex cupri'tartraie-ion is formed by the union of the cupric-ion 
with the "alcoholate-tartrate-ion": 

(CHO-)2(C02")2 + Cu++t^ [(CHO)2Cu](COD2. 

The complex ion is not perfectly stable and so the action is a 
reversible one, as indicated in the equation. The greater iK)rtion 
of the copper, however, is present as part of the complex negative 
ion of cupric-tartaric acid and its salts. This may be demon- 
strated by subjecting the solution to electrolysis in a U-tube 
(p. 45). It is readily seen (exp.) that a deep blue ion, obviously 
containing copper, migrates to the positive pole} The concentra- 
tion of cupric-ion is so small that its hydroxide and its phosphate 
are not precipitated from the solution by the addition, respectively, 
of alkali or of a soluble phosphate {exp.). Cupric sulphide, how- 
ever, is so insoluble that it may be precipitated completely from 
the solution by the addition of a sulphide {exp.), the concentra- 
tion of cupric-ion being much smaller in the saturated solution of 
the sulphide than in the solution of sodium cupri-tartrate. 

Citrates, sugars, glycerine, contain alcoholic groups of the 
same nature as found in the tartrates, and they are capable of 
forming similar complexes, or little ionizable alcoholates, with 
metal ions. 

Certain organic acids, which contain no alcohol groups,* are 

1 Kttster, Z. Elektrochem,, 4, 117 (1897). 

* The most common organic acids contain the acid group —CO (OH), as 
in acetic acid, CH8CO(OH). The hydroxide group OH of the alcohols, e.g. 
in CHaCHa( OH') , is still found in these organic acids, but its tendency to form 
hydrogen-ion is very much increased by the replacement of two hydrogen 
atoms of the alcohols by the oxygen atom, as found in the adds. To a 
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also capable of forming fairly stable complexes with metal ions: 
thus, acetates form a complex with lead-ion, that is sufficiently 
stable to render lead sulphate, which is difficultly soluble in water, 
readily soluble in ammonium acetate solution' (exp.). Soluble 
oxalates readily combine with ferric, ferrous, cupric and other 
oxalates and interfere, more or less, with the detection of the metal 
ions, as the result of complex formations. 

All of these complexes are decomposed rather readily by the 
addition of strong acids, whose hydrogen-ion breaks up the com- 
plex ions, by suppressing the aniona' of the much weaker organic 
acids and alcohols. Consequently, these organic compounds do 
not interfere with tests which may be carried out in strongly 
acid solution. For instance, the addition of potassium ferro- 
cyanide to a solution of ammonium ferrioxalate (NH4)aFe{C204)j, 
to which an excess of ammonium oxalate has been added, gives only 
a slight indication of the presence of ferric-ion (a greenish blue 
solution is obtained); when hydrochloric acid, in excess, is added 
to the mixture, Prussian blue, ferric ferrocyanide, is immediately 
precipitated in quantity (exp.). 

certain degree, the properties of the alcohol hydroxide are maintained in the 
properties shown by the acid hydroxide group. Thus, the organic acids, on 
the whole, are still rather weak acids, and their suits, in many instances, are 
appreciably less ioniiable than the salts of strong inorganic acids. The 
organic acids, further, may combine, to a certain extent, with water and thus 
form hydratfls (e.g. CH.COGH + HsOi=iCH,C(OH),) containing a number 
of hydroxide groups: the second and third hydroxide groups must have a 
very much smaller tendency to form hydrogen ions and ionizable salts, than 
has the first hydroxide group (p. 103), and the former, thus show, 
nearly, the behavior of alcoholic hydroxide groups. Finally, organic acids also 
show a tendency to combine with themselves, forming complex acids (e.g., 
{CH,COOH}j or CH,C{OH)^OCCH,), from which complex salts may be 
derived, which may be little ionizable. The power of the organic acids to 
form complex ions — which tbey share with many inorganic acids — ia moat 
likely intimately connected with the relations described. 

' Lead ac«tate, itself, is less ionized than most salts and this property I 
contributes to the solubility of lead sulphate in acetate solutions. (Cf. Noyea 
and Bray, loc. cU.) 

' On P- 231, the some effect is discussed, in detail, in connectioa with the I 
ferricyauide-ioD. 



CHAPTER XIII 
THE ARSEiaC GROUP. SULPHO-ACIDS AND SULPHO-SALTS 

The analytical groups, which we have heretofore discussed, 
contain elements, whose oxides are preeminently ha^e-f arming. 
The methods of separation of these groups, from each other, 
involve, primarily, physical^ difiference? between the groups — in 
the matter of the relative insolubility of analogous salts. Thus, 
barium, strontium and calcium carbonates are precipitated, and 
separated from the alkalies, by means of ammonium carbonate, not 
because the alkalies do not form carbonates when their salts, in 
solution, are treated with ammonium carbonate, but wholly 
because barium, strontium and calcium carbonates are very 
difficultly, the alkali carbonates easily, soluble in water. The 
hydroxides of the aluminium group and the sulphides of the 
zinc group are less soluble than the hydroxides and sulphidep of 
the alkaline earths and alkalies. The sulphides of the copper and 
the arsenic groups, again, are still less soluble than the sulphides 
of the zinc group, and thus the former may be precipitated by 
hydrogen sulphide, even when its precipitating power is reduced 
by the suppression of its sulphide (and hydrosulphide) ions by the 
addition of a strong acid. 

On the other hand, the separation of the arsenic group (arsenic, 
antimony, tin, gold and platinum) from the copper group, with 
which it is precipitated by hydrogen sulphide from acid solutions, 
depends, essentially, on a chemical difference between the groups. 
The oxides, especially the higher oxides, of the arsenic group, are 
preeminently oad-forming; the higher oxides form such acids 
as arsenic acid, H3ASO4, antimonic acid, H3Sb04, stannic acid, 
H2Sn03, platinic acid, H2Pt03, and auric acid, HAUO2. These 

^ The weak basic properties of the hydroxides of the aluminium group, as 
compared with those of the zinc group, a chemical difference, and the resulting 
great instability of the carbonates of the former group, are used in the sepa- 
ration of the aluminium from the zinc group, by barium carbonate; but the 
ph3rsical element of extreme insolubility of the trivalent hydroxides enters 
also as an important factor (see footnote 3, p. 194). 

242 
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hydroxides are, however, all more or leaa weakly basic in character 
as well. The hydroxiiles of the lower oxides of the metals are, 
as one must expect, much more strongly basic, but most of them 
— arsenious, antimonoua and stannous hydroxides — still i 
sufficient acid character to be distinctly amphoteric in behavior. 
But, with the exception of arsenious acid, the basic ionization of 
the hydroxides of the lower oxides is more pronounced than their 
acid ionization. 

The basic ionization of the hydroxides of their lower and higher 
oxides brings these elements into the plan of analysis for the metal 
or positive ions in systematic analysis. In the presence of hydro- 
chloric acid they form chlorides, which yield positive ions in suffi- 
cient quantity' to allow their extremely insoluble sulphides to be 
precipitated by hydrogen sulphide ha acid solution, together with 
the, likewise, very insoluble sulphides of the copper group. 

The acid-forraing properties of the oxides of the arsenic group 
are maintained in their sulphides. Again, this is especially evident 
in the higher sulphides. The element sulphur is substituted for 
the closely related element oxygen without any profound change 
in the chemical behavior of the compounds, Advantage is taken 
of this acid-forming power to separate the sulphides of the arsenic 
group from the sulphides of the copper group, which either are 
not acid-forming at all, or exhibit this property only to a very 
shght degree.^ 

Sulpbo-Salts. — The similarity in the behavior of oxygen 
and sulphur derivatives, in this respect, is general and Is not  
restricted to the metal sulphides we are discussing. For instance, 
the acid-forming power of carbon dioxide is shown also by carbon 
disulphide, the corresponding sulphur derivative of carbon. Just as 
the former combines with potassium hydroxide to form a carbonate, 
80 carbon disuiphide dissolves in solutions of potassium hydro- 
sulphide and potasstimi sulphide to form potassium sulpho- 
carbonate: 

COi + 2 KOH ^ KiCOj + HsO. (1) 

CS, -I- 2 KSH i=t KaCSa -|- H^. (2) 

CSs -1- KsS ^ KiCSa. (3) 

' See p. 247, in regard to the behavior of arsenic acid in this respect. 
' See p. 246, footnote 3. in regard to the action of eodium sulphide on mer- 
curic and bismuth sulphide. 
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The higher sulphides of the arsenic group, and arsenious and 
antimonious sulphides among the lower ones, combine with the 
alkali sulphides to form soluble alkali salts of sulpho-acids, in the 
same way as carbon bisulphide does. In the case of arsenious 
sulphide, for instance, we have the action 

AS2S, + (NH4)2S ^ 2 NH4ASS2. (4) 

The salt, anmionium sulpharsenite, is ionized as follows: 

NH4ASS2 ^ NHt + AsSi^. 

Sulpho-Acids. — The free sulpho-adds are liberated, from their 
salts, by any stronger acid, such as hydrochloric acid; the acids 
are extremely unstable and revert rapidly to the sulphides, from 
which their salts were originally obtained. We have, for instance, 

2 HAsS2 ^ AsaSj 1 + H2S t- 

This instability of the sulpho-acids is entirely analogous to the 
instability of the metal hydrosulphides (p. 203) and to the instabil- 
ity of certain oxygen acids, notably of carbonic acid. Sulpho- 
carbonic acid, H2CSJ, is the best-known free acid of this type. 
It may be precipitated, undecomposed, as an oil, and its gradual 
decomposition into hydrogen sulphide and carbon disulphide may 
be observed. 

Sulpho-Bases. — Since one meets, in this group, stdpho-acids 
and sulphO'SaUs, corresponding to the oxygen acids and their salts, 
one is naturally led to inquire,^ whether the third great class of 
oxygen compounds is not found duplicated among sulphur com- 
pounds, whether sulpho-baseSy as well as sulpho-acids and salts, are 
known. One would look for such bases, with the most pronounced 
basic character, among the compounds obtained by the substitu- 
tion of sulphur for oxygen in the strongest oxygen bases. To a 
certain extent potassium and sodium hydrosulphides and sulphides 
show, in fact, properties, which are akin to those fundamentally 
characteristic of ordinary bases. They combine with acid sul- 
phides to form sulpho-salts, as the oxygen bases combine with acid 
oxides. To a very considerable extent they neutralize all but the 
very weakest acids; hydrogen sulphide, itself a very weak acid, is 
driven out of its salts by all stronger acids, and the latter are 
almost completely neutralized. For instance, we have: KOH + 

1 Vide Nilson, J. prakt. Ch,, 14, 150 (1876). 



HCI t^ KCl + HdO, and KSH + HCl ^ KCl + HjS and K,S + 
2 HCl ^ 2 KCl + HsS. The concentration of the hydrogen-ion 
is reduced most decidedly in each of these reactions. 1 

Exp. — A solution of potassium hydroBulphide is saturated with hydrw- 
gen sulphide, in order to prevent hydrolysis and the formation of potaaaium I 
hydroxide' (p. ISO), as far as possible, and the solution is added to an acid 1 
(hydrochloric) solution of methyl orange; ' the acid color is changed to orange, 
as a result of the almost complete neutralization of tlic acid. The potas- 
sium hydrosulphide (the hydroaulphide-ioQ HS~) neutralizes the hydrogen-ion | 
(of hydrochloric acid), that converts methyl orange into its pink salt, and ] 
hydrogen sulphide is formed, which is too weak an acid to affect the color of j 
the indicator (p. 79). I 

The objection that potassium sulphide and hydrosulphide are I 
salts, the salts of hydrogen sulphide, might be raised against the I 
conception of their possessing a certain measure of basic functions; 1 
but the common oxygen base, potassium hydroxide, is also a salt, J 
the salt of a still weaker acid, water. Indeed, the characteristic 
properties of ordinary bases are due essentially to the fact, that 
they are the more or less readily ionizable salts of an extremely 
weak acid, water, and these properties may well be duplicated by 
salts of other weak acids, duplicated in a very much weaker way, 
in proportion as the acids are stronger than water. The difference j 
is, then, really one of degree and not of kind.' I 

Owing to the fact that hydrogen sulphide is a much stronger acid thaa I 
water, the action of potassium hydroaulphido on an acid sulphide, like car- I 
bon disulphide (equation (2), p. 243), is reversed to a correspondingly greater 
degree than the action of potassium hydroxide on carbon dioxide' (equation 
(1), p. 243). The dissociation constant for the secondary ionization of hydro- 
gen sulphide (HS~ ^ H+ -|- S=) is very much smaller than the constant for 
the primary ionization (HS~ is a much weaker acid than H3H), and so we 
that a sulphide like KsS exhibits very much stronger basic functions than do 
the hydrosulphides, as, for instance, in forming salts with acid-forming sulphides 

> Such a solution does not react alkaline to phenolphthalein. 

* Hydrogen sulphide rapidly destroys the indicator and the experiment 
is best carried out by preparing 50 c.c. of a saturated aqueous solution of 
hydrogen sulphide, containing 1 or 2 c.c. of normal hydrochloric acid, and by 
adding a considerable excess of methyl orange to the solution immediately 
before the addition of potassium hydrosulphide solution, which has been pro- i 
pared as described in the text. 

' See the discussion on p. 177. See also the discussion by Remscn on. j 
acidic and basic holides, Am. Chem. J., 11, 300 (1889) Stud. 

• In both coses acid salts, KHCO, and KUCSi, are alao formed. 
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(equation (3), p. 243) and in neutralizing acids. There can be no question that, 
if we could have an aqueous solution of potassium oxide, KsO, it would show, 
similarly, the characteristic actions of strong bases even more powerfully than the 
hydroxide, KOH; for instance, in acting on acid-forming oxides (equation (1), 
p. 243), in neutralizing acids, in saponif3dng esters (p. 801), and so forth. 
It is, in fact, on account of this property, that potassium oxide is decomposed 
by water. It is a salt involving the secondary ionization of water, (HO-<ii 
H+ + 0=), which has a much smaller dissociation constant even than the 
primary ionization (HjO ^ H+ + HO"). The oxide, KjO, is decomi)06ed 
by neutralizing hydrogen ions formed by the primary ionization of toater. We 
have 2K+ + 0=+ H+ + HO" !=♦ 2K+ + 2HO-, which b entirely analogous, 
in principle, to K+ + HO" + H+ + CI" t:? K+ + CI" + HOH. 

Sulphoxy-Salts. — The close relations between the oxygen and the sul- 
phur series are seen also in the fact that an oxygen base may be combined 
with an acid sulphide, and vice versa; arsenious sulphide, for instance, dissolves 
even in the solution of so weak a base as ammonium hydroxide (exp.). The 
salts produced by this "crossing" are usually "hybrid" salts, partly sulpho-, 
partly oxygen-salts. There is, for instance, a series of arseniates,^ MesAsOi, 
MesAsSOs, Me3AsSs02, MesAsSsO and MesAsS4. In anal3rtical work the pure 
types are ordinarily utilized, rather than the mixed types. 

Complex Sulphide Ions. — The ions of the sulpho-acids, like the ions ci 
oxygen-acids (p. 238), may also be treated as complex ions — of the positive 
metal ions and the sulphide-ion, S"". Ammonium sulphide combines with 
stannic sulphide, forming ammonium sulphostannate: SnSi + (NH4)sS 
<=± (NH4)iSnS«. If the action is considered to be the result of interactions 
of the ions of stannic and ammonium sulphides, we can resolve the equation 
into the following one: Sn"^*^"^+ 2 S" + 2 NHt + S" i=> 2 NHi" -f SnST. 

The ammonium-ion, appearing with the same coeflficient on both sides of 
the last equation, evidently takes no direct part in the action and we have 
more simply: Sn"^*^"^ + 3 S" <=± SnST. 

For the condition of equilibrium between the complex and Its componenti 

we have:^' 

[Sn-H-H-] X [S=]» 



[snsr] 



= K. 



1 McCay, Z. anorg. Chem.y 29, 36 (1901). 

* On p. 238 the analogous equation for the condition of equilibrium of 
the anion of an oxygen acid with its components was developed. Applying 
the result to the ion Sn07 of stannic acid, H2Sn08, we have: 

[Sn^^»-]X[0=]^ _j^ 
[Sn03=] 

It is evident, from the form of the equation, that for the stronger oxygen acids, 
which are most stable as adds and ionize as bases at most in traces^ the value 
of. the constant must be extremely small. 

' Mercuric sulphide is somewhat soluble in potassium and sodium sulphides 
forming the salts Me2HgS2, and the complex ion HgS?. A liter of 0.1 molar 



Sulphurization of Sulphides. — Since the solubility of the 
arsenic group of sulphides in ammonium sulphide solution —  
the reagent commonly used in analysis — depends on the forma- 
tion of soluble sulpho-aalts, due consideration must be taken of 
the fact that some of the lower sulphides — notably stannous, 
aureus and platinous sulphides — do not possess acid-fonning 
properties in any marked degree; even antimonous sulphide is 
soluble only in a considerable excess of ammonium sulphide. 
In order, then, to insure a more complete separation of the arsenic 
from the copper group, precautions are taken to sulphurize the 
lower sulphides to higher, stronger acid-forming, sulphides, in the 
course of the separation. For this purpose so-called "yellow" 
ammonium sulphide, containing persulphides of ammonium, 
(NH4)iSs, etc., is used in place of a solution of ammonium sulphide 
and ammonium hydrosulphide. Stannous sulphide, for instance, 
is dissolved by the reagent as ammonium sulphostannate : SnS -f- 
(NH4)sS,^CNH4)iSnS,. 

Behavior of Arsenic Acid toward Hydrogen Sulphide. — In 
conclusion, special consideration must still be given to the be- 
havior of arsenic acid, HaAsOi. As its name indicates, it is an 
acid, and, in fact, a rather strong acid, of the order of strength • 
of phosphoric acid, HsP04, which it resembles in composition and 
in many of its properties. Aa a strong acid, arsemc acid, when it 
is ionized, yields chiefly negative arseniate ions, HjAsOi", HAsOt 
and AsOT. Any basic properties, which it may and, most likely, 
does possess, must be extremely weak. It is, therefore, not sur- 
prising to find that unusual difficulties are experienced in precipi- 
tating arsenic sulphide, by hydrogen sulphide, from arseniate 

Na,S dissolves, at 25°, 1.9 grama (0.0082 mole) of HgS [Knox, Traris. Faraday 
Society, 4, 36 (1908)]. While the oxide (hydroxide) shows no perceptible tend- 
ency toward acid ionization, mercuric salts, it will be recalled, show in many 
cftses an abnormally small tendency to form the mercuric-ion (see p. 116), 
and the latter also shows u particularly great tendency towards fornung very 
Btable complex ions of all kinds (e.g. HgI7, in KiHgl,, HgClTinKiHgCU, 
Hg(CN)7, etc.). Knox found for [ng^^l X [S"? /[UgST] - k, the approx- 
imate value of fc to be 1/10". Bismuth sulphide ia also very sparingly soluble 
in sodium or potassium sulphide, but not in ammoaium sulphide. Solid 
sails, KBlSi and NaBiSt ure known [Kaax, J. Chem. 8oc. (Loadon), 96, I7S0 
(1909)]. 

> See the table, p. 104, 
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solutions, in as much as hydrogen sulphide is an agent for the 
precipitation of the sulphides of cations, Arsenious acid, the 
hydroxide of the lower oxide, on the other hand, is a much weaker 
acid and shows more pronounced basic (amphoteric) properties, 
and arsenic trisulphide is precipitated, without difficulty, from 
solutions of arsenious acid in hydrochloric acid. We have: 
2 As"'"^^ + 3 8*° Li AS2S8I. When arsenic acid is reduced to arse- 
nious acid by sulphurous acid, by iodides (see Chap. XVI) or by 
hydrogen sulphide (see below), no further difficulty in precipitating 
a sulphide (As2Sj) is experienced. 

When a solution of arsenic acid, containing the usual small 
amount of hydrochloric acid (0.3 molar), is treated with hydrogen 
sulphide at ordinary temperatures, the following three reactions 
take place, but exceedingly slowly: 

2 H3ASO4 + 5 H2S t^ AsSbI + 8 H,0 (1)1 

H3ASO4 + H2S t^ HjjAsO, + Si + H,0 (2)« 
2Hj»AsOj + 6HC1 + 3 H2S <=i 2 AsCU + 3 H,0 

+ 3H2S fc* AsaSai + 6HCr+ 3H,0 (3) 

Even in the presence of a considerable amount of arsenic acid, 
precipitation, either of the trisulphide or of the pentasulphide, 
may not occur for some time, and, unless one takes account of 
that fact, the dangerous element, arsenic, would easily be over- 
looked. Heat accelerates both the precipitation of the pentasul- 
phide and the reduction of arsenic acid and the subsequent 
precipitation of arsenic trisulphide.^ 

The interesting observation has also been made that, in the 
presence of an unusually large excess of hydrochloric acid and of a 
rapid stream of hydrogen sulphide, the precipitation of the penta- 
sulphide (equation (1)) is favored and accelerated.* For instance, 
if 100 c.c. of concentrated hydrochloric acid (sp. gr. 1.2) are added 
to 50 c.c. of a 0.1 molar solution of potassium arseniate and a 
rapid stream of hydrogen sulphide is passed through the mixture 
at the ordinary temperature, a copious precipitate is formed within 
a minute (exp,). The precipitate formed under these conditions 

* See the discussion of the reaction, given below. 

* See Chap. XVI, for the interpretation of the reduction as an ionic reaction. 
» Bunsen, Ann. (Liebig), 192, 305 (1878). Brauner and Tomicek, J, Chem 

Soc. (London), 63, 145 (1888). Usher and Travers, iWd., 87, 1370 (1905). 

* Neher, Z, anal, Chem., 32, 45 (1893). 
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is the pentasulphide.^ On the other hand, a mixture of 5 c.c. of 
hexanormal hydrochloric acid and 50 c.c. of 0.1 molar potassium 
arseniate fails, for a long time, to give a precipitate when treated 
in the same way (exp.). 

The acceleration of the precipitation of the pentaaulphide by the presence 
of a large excess of hydrochloric acid forms a problem of peculiar interest and 
importance, and no complete explanatioD of it has yet been offered.^ The 
roUowing considerations lead to one explanation, that has been suggested. 
Arsenic acid, by virtue of its close relations to antimonic, stonnio and arse- 
niotiB acids, may be assumed to have extremely weak baste, as well as pro- 
nouneed acid, properties. For its ionization, we would have 3 H+ -f- AeOT i=i 
HiAsO.(+H^)i=?Aa(0H)sS=iAfl+++++ + 5HO-. Further, the precipitar 
tion of Aa^i may be assumed to result, ultimately,^ from the action of the 
sulphide-ion 8- on the positive ion Ast-i-H+(2AffH-(-H- + 5S-izi AsiS.l ). 
The favorable action of the hydrochloric add might, consequently, be thought 
to result from the fact, that it facilitales the ionization of arsenic add as a 
base and the formation of a salt* AsCli. It could thus greatly increase the 
concentration of the ion As *■•■'' 'i" and facilitate its combination with the 
sulphide-ion. 

Treatment of a solution of arsenic acid with a concentrated acid, yielding 
a large concentration of hydrogen-ion, would carry the aeries of actions, repre- 
sented in the above ionization equation for arsenic acid, decidedly toward the 
right — suppressing the araeniate-ion AsOr and increasing the concentration 
of the arsenic-ion Aa+*-*-^*: Since we cannot apply the equilibrium laws (or 
the principle of the solubility-product) to solutions as concentrated as the one 
under discussion, a quantitative theoretical treatment of the subject cannot 
be given. The following may be suggested: The action of the add would bo 
favorable to the precipitation of AsjSj by suppressing the arseniate-ion AsOf 
and thus increasing the concentration of the hydroxide Ab(OH)ii available for 
ionization as a base and for the production of the Ion Ah""! h i. But tha 
further favorable effect of the hydrochloric acid, in converting the hydroride 
into a salt AsCU and increasing thereby the concentration of As-h-+-h- , would 
be veq/ largely offset by the action of the acid in suppressing the sulphido- 

' Neher, loc. at. 

' The theory of the relations favoring the precipitation e.ipressed in equa- 
tion (1) as against the reduction expressed in equation (2), forms a second 
interesting problem. 

' Intermediate derivatives, such as HiAsSOi (p. 24t>), could be the result 
of the ionization of Aa(On)ii, or of AsClj, in stages (see p. 106). Neher, 
Uk. cil., McCay, loc. cil. 

* Neher (loc. cil.) suggested that the favorable action of the large excess 
of hydrochloric acid might well he due to the formation of AsCli. MeCay, 
J. Am. Chem. Soc, 21, (Wl {1902), discusses the ionization of arsenic acid as a 
base, in connectioa with the precipitation of AstSi, 
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ion ([S"l « A;/[H+p; see p. 201). For systems to which the equilibrium' laws 
could be applied, the concentration of As' ' ' ' ' (except for the suppression 
of the ion AsOD would grow, approximately, with the fifth power ^ of the con- 
centration of the hydrogen-ion, and the concentration of the sulphide-ion 
would decrease, approximately, proportionally to the square of the concen- 
tration of the hydrogen-ion. Further, the precipitation of AsaSs, in a system 
to which the principle of the solubility-product were applicable, would depend 
on the relation of the product [As''' ' ' •pX[S=p to the solubility-product con- 
stant; it is evident that the value for [As I I i I I ]* would increase proportion- 
ally to the tenth power of [H+] and the value of [S=] decrease proportionally 
to the tenth power of the same factor [H+]. The two effects would conse- 
quently offset each other under such conditions. However, the equilibrium 
laws cannot legitimately be applied to such concentrated solutions and the 
relation has been developed only to indicate opposing factors, which must 
be taken into account. An experimental study of the problem would be 
extremely interesting.* Since it involves the question of the minute basic 
ionization of a moderately strong add (HsAsO*), which may be open to meas- 
urement (see Chap. XVI), the problem is one of particular interest and 
importance. 

The analytical precautions, taken to insure the precipitation, by 
hydrogen sulphide, of arsenic sulphide, when arsenic is present in 
quinquivalent form, are based on the observations described; in 
quantitative analysis, for the sake of securing a precipitate of 
uniform composition^ the aim is to precipitate the pure pentasvl- 
phide and a considerable excess of hydrochloric acid is used. In 
qualitative analysis, where the composition of the precipitate is 
a matter of indifference and a large excess of acid would seriously 
interfere with the precipitation of certain sulphides {e.g. CdS, see 
p. 211), a smaller excess of acid is used and the precipitation of 
arsenic sulphide is insured by prolonged treatment of a solution 
with hydrogen sulphide at a high temperature. 

^ As(0H)6 is considered to be an extremely weak base and AsCU to be an 
ionizable salt. 

' To a certain extent, the effect of the acid may be to coagulate and pre- 
cipitate the colloidal sulphide. Possibly, also, the concentrated acid renders 
inactive a considerable portion of the water present (forming oxonium salts 
OHjCl, etc., see p. 238), which tends, by hydrolysis, to reverse the formation 
of the chloride As(0H)6 + 5 HCl <i± AsCls + 5 H2O. Possibly, the formation 
of the pentasulphide is not wholly an ionic reaction, its precipitation being 
always a more or less slow process, and there may be intermediate products 
whose formation could be accelerated by the presence of acids (see Bredig and 
Walton, Z. Elektrochem., 9, 114 (1903) for the study of a simple inorganic 
action involving such catalytic effects of acids). 




OXIDATION AlfD SEDUCTION REACTIONS. I 

Oxidation and reduction reactions are frequently met with 
in analyeis, and we shall turn now to the consideration of such 
reactions, from the point of view of the modern theory of solution 
and the laws of equilibrium. 

Leaving until later the discussion of the most important and 
most common oxidizing agents, such as oxygen, nitric acid, per- 
manganate, etc., we shall, in order to develop the subject most 
simply, confine ourselves, for the moment, to the qualitative study 
of some oxidations and reductions met with early in the study of 
analytical reactions. One such reaction is the reduction of ferric 
salts by hydrogen sulphide, and the simultaneous oxidation of the 
latter to sulphur (exp.). The reaction may be expressed by the 
equation 

2 FeCls + HaS ^ 2 FeCU + 2 HCl + 3 j . 

If the action is considered to be the result of the interaction 
of the ionized ferric chloride and hydrogen sulphide, it would be 
represented by the equation 

2 Fe+++ + 6 CI- + 2 H+ + S' ^ 2 Fe-^ + 6 CI" + 2 H+ + S i . 
It is then clear that the reacting components, according to such 
a conception, are the ferric and the sulphide ions, whoso electrical 
chaises mutually discharge each other. Considering only thosa 
components whose charges are changed, we have 
2 Fe+++ + S' -> 2 Fe-H- + 81. 
The reduction of a ferric to a ferrous salt would then be accom- 
plished by the discharge of one of the three positive charges on the 
ferric ions; the oxidation of hydrogen sulphide to sulphur would be 
accomplished by the complete discharge of the sulphide iona. 

Ferric aalta are reduced, much in the same way, by iodides (exp.), 
iodine being liberated : 2 Fc-h-h +2 1- -* 2 Fe"^ + U. 

Reduction then appears to involve a loss of positive charges by 
ions, oxidation a loss of negative charges. 
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Conversely, we frequently have occasion to oxidize ferrous salts 
to the ferric condition, and among the most convenient reagents 
for the purpose are chlorine and bromine water (exp.). For 
instance, we have 2 FeCl2 + CI2 — > 2 FeCU, or, considering the 
action from the point of view of the theory of ionization,^ 2 Fe+++ 
CI2 — > 2 Fe'^"^ + 2 CI"". In this case the oxidation of the ferrous 
to the ferric ion consists in the assumption of an additional positive 
charge; reduction of chlorine to the chloride-ion consists in the 
assumption of negative charges by the chlorine atoms. 

Definitions of Oxidation and Reduction in Electric Terms. — 
The definitions must then be amplified and oxidation be considered 
to involve ultimately the assumption of positive, or the loss of negative, 
electrical charges by ions or aioms, redv^ion to involve vUimately the 
assumption of negative, or the loss of positive, charges. According 
to the electron theory of electricity a unit negative charge is an 
electron, the unit positive charge, probably, the charge left on an 
atom when it has lost an electron; and, thus, oxidation may 
simply be defined, according to the electric theory of oxidation 
and reduction, as consisting, fundamentally, in the loss of electrons 
by atoms or ions, reduction as consisting in a gain of electrons. 
For instance, when hydrogen sulphide reduces a ferric salt, 
2 Fe+'^+ S" -^ 2 Fe"'^ + S, the sulphide ions transfer their electrons 
to the ferric ions. 

Oxidations and Reductions by Electric Currents. — All of 
the oxidation and reduction reactions which have been discussed 
may, in fact, be effected by the use of an electric current in the 
place of chemical agents. Ferrous salts, for instance, are oxidized, 
at the positive pole, by the current to ferric salts r^ 

Fe++ + © -^ Fe+++, or Fe++ - ® -^ Fe+++. 

Ferric salts are reduced, at the negative pole, to ferrous salts: 

Fe+++ + -> Fe-H-, or Fe+++ + ® -^ Fe++. 

^ The oxidation by chlorine may also be represented on the basis of the 
conception that the chlorine molecule contains a positive and a negative 
chlorine atom, C1+C1~. {Vide W. A. Noyes, /. Am, Chem, Soc,, 23, 460 
(1901); Stieglitz, ibid,, 23, 796 (1901); Walden, Z. phys, Chem., 43, 385 (1903); 
J. J. Thomson, Corpuscular Theory of Matter, p. 130 (1907)). We may con- 
sider the action to take place as follows: 2 Fe-H- + Cl+-> 2 Fe-H-H + CI- 

'0 is used to indicate an electron. 
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Exp. — A solution of ferrous chloride, freshly prepared from iron wire, or 
a. freflhly prepared solution of ferrous-ammonium eulphate, is placed in a very 
amall beaker; a solution of ferric chloride, acidulated with hydrochloric acid 
to prevent mibaeqiient complete reduction of the ferric-ion to iron, is brought 
into a similar beaker. A email amount (5 c.c.) of each solution is tested, 
the fortner with potassium thlocyanate and the latter with ferricyanide 
solution, to ehow the absence of perceptible quantities of ferric and ferrous 
ions in them, respectively. Platinum electrodes, consisting best of cylin- 
ders of platinum gauze, are introduced into the solutions, the solutions are 
connected by means of a "salt bridge" (a U-tube filled with a solution of 
sodium chloride and closed at both ends by plugs of filter paper), and a cur* 
rent of 0.2 ampere is passed through the system, the positive current entering 
the solution containing the ferrous salt. After the current has been allowed to 
pass for a minuto or two, 5 c.c. is withdrawn, by a pipette, from the meshes of 
the positive electrode and tested with thiocyanate, and 5 c.c, withdrawn in the 
same way from the negative electrode, is tested with potassium ferricyanide. 

Producdon of Electric Currents by Means of Oxidation and 
Reduction Reactions. — Not only may all the oxidations and 
reductions which we have discusaed be accomplished with the aid 
of the electric current, but vice versa, an electric current may 
readily be produced by a proper arrangement ot the components 
of any one of these reactions. Care need only be taken to have 
the simultaneous loss and gain of electrons, characteristic of all 
oxidation and reduction reactions, occur in separate localities, 
which must be connected, however, in such a way aa to make the 
transfer of electrons, a flow of electricity, possible. 

Exp. For instance, some ferric chloride and sodium chloride solution may 
be put into a amall beaker, some sodium chloride solution into a second 
beaker of the same size, and the two solutions connected, first by means of a 
"salt-bridge," and then by means ot two platinum electrodes dipping into 
the solutions and connected with the terminals of a sensitive voltmeter.' If 

> The whole device is an adaptation of Ostwald's "Chemometer" {see 
Z. phyi. Chem., 16, 399 (1894)], It haa Ijeen found I>e8t to convert a Weston 
voltmeter into a. lecture table apparatus by lengthening its index to 10 inches, 
with the aid of a very light, hollow aluminium wire carrying an index and 
playing over a scale 10 inches wide, drawn on glass and divided into 150 
divisions. The scale is illuminated by means of five small one-candle-power 
lamps. The whole is encased in a simple wooden frame. The voltmeter 
shows a range of 0,7 volt, but, on account of its low resistance (78 ohms), it 
is used only for qualitative purposes and does not register the true potentials, 
qimntitatively. {Such adaptations ot Weston voltmeters may be purchased 
from the Weston Electrical Instrument Co., or a similar instrument obtained 
from Hartmoon and Braun, Frankfurt a/M, Germany,} 
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all of the oonnections are made, the introduction of the '' salt-bridge " bdng 
left to the last, a momentary slight motion of the needle is observed, when 
the bridge is introduced. The needle then falls back to the zero point (see 
p. 276). If now some hydrogen sulphide water is poured into the beaker 
containing sodium chloride, a decided, and continuing, deflection of the 
needle of the voltmeter is immediately observed, showing the passage of an 
electric current, and it is in the direction anticipated by the consideration of 
the reaction equation: 2 Fe"'"+~*' + S= — * 2 Fe++ -f S i . The positive current- 
passes into the voltmeter from the ferric chloride solution, where ferric ions 
are giving up their charges; the negative current enters the voltmeter from 
the solution containing the hydrogen sulphide, where sulphide ions are being 
discharged. The " salt-bridge " is necessary to complete the electrical circuit 
and prevent any local accumulation of positive or negative electricity 
(polarization). For instance, as the ferric ions are discharged, an excess of 
chloride ions would remain in the beaker, rendering the solution negative 
and preventing the flow of electricity from the electrode, if negative ions 
did not move off, through the " salt-bridge," into the beaker containing hydro- 
gen sulphide and, simultaneously, positive ions migrate into the beaker con- 
taining the ferric salt. Similarly, the accumulation of positive electricity 
in the hydrogen sulphide solution, on account of the hydrogen ions left free 
by the discharge of sulphide ions, is prevented by the flow of positive ions 
(sodium and hydrogen) through the U-tube into the beaker containing the ferric 
chloride and the flow of negative (chloride) ions into the hydrogen sulphide 
solution. Thus a current of electricity passes through the whole circuit. 

It is thus possible to reduce ferric chloride in one vessel by 
hydrogen sulphide poured into another vessel,^ and an electric 
current may be obtained from the simultaneous discharge of the 
sulphide and ferric ions in the action. 

Effects of Ion Concentrations on the Current. — Hydrogen sul- 
phide, it will be recalled, is an extremely weak acid (p. 199), only 
a very small proportion is ionized and, consequently, the concen- 
tration of the discharging (reducing) sulphide-ion must be minute 
in this solution. Its salts, however, are highly ionized, and by 
the addition of an alkali to the solution containing the hydrogen 
sulphide, the concentration of the discharging ion would be very 
greatly increased and the current should therefore be intensified 
most decidedly — provided the hydrogen sulphide really reduces 
by means of its negative ion and not by the action of the nonionized 
add. As a matter of fact, the anticipated decided increase in 
the intensity of the current is observed, when alkali is added to 
the mixture containing the hydrogen sulphide (exp.). Similarly, 

^ Chemical Action at a Distance, Ostwald, Z. phys. Chem.j 9, 540 (1892). 
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we have assumed that the oxidizing agent is the highly charged 
ferric-ion, not the nonionized ferric salt. Now iron forms rather 
stable complex ions ' with the fluoride-ion, for instance, FeFf, 
which yield ferric ions very much less readily than do ferric salts. 
Hence the addition of a fluoride — potassium or ammonium fluoride 
— should, according to this view, reduce the oxidizing power of , 
the iron solution by suppressing the ferric-ion and converting it 
into the complex FeFf. In fact, the addition of potassium fluo- J 
ride immediately reduces the intensity of the current (exp.), and, 
simultaneously, the deep yellow-brown color of the ferric salt solu- 
tion gives way to the very pale yellow tint of the complex ion and ] 
its salt.^ 

Further Illustrations. — If ferrous sulphate solution is put ] 
into one beaker and sodium chloride solution into another, con- 
nections being made similar to those used in the previous experi- 
ment, then a vigorous current is instantly produced (exp.), when I 
some bromine or chlorine water ia added to the sodium chloride 
solution, the positive current flowing into the voltmeter from the 
beaker containing the bromine (chlorine); the bromine atoms 
(chlorine atoms) combine with electrons lost by the ferrous ions 
and are reduced to bromide ions (chloride ions) (see p. 252). 

It would appear possible, in fact, to obtain an electrical current I 
from any oxidation-reduction reaction, if the oxidizing and re- j 
ducing agents can be, experimentally, properly arranged for this I 
purpose. 

Summary. — We find thus that there is a most intimate 
connection between oxidation and reduction phenomena and elec- 
trical charges ou atoms or ions. In the first place, an electrical 
current may be used as an oxidizing and reducing agent; indeed, 
a current cannot be passed through any solution without simul- 
taneous oxidation and reduction at the positive and negative 
poles, respectively. And, conversely, an electric current may, in 
turn, be produced by a proper combination of the reagents in 
oxidation and reduction reactions. 

Need of the Study of the Quantitative Relations. — The 
interpretation of such actions from the point of view of the theory 



' Peters, Z. phys. Chem , 36, 229 (1898). 
< 8ce below, in regard to tbe quantitatwe relations for 
nature. 
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of ionization offers, then, no particular difficulties. But, as far as 
we have developed the theory, that is, essentially from its qualita- 
tive side, difficulty would be encountered in understanding why 
certain other reactions, involving a similar simultaneous discharge 
of positive and negative electricity by ions, which might be ex- 
pected to take place, do not seem to take place. Thus, solutions 
of ferric sulphate do not appear to be reduced appreciably by 
the hydroxide and oxide ions of the water present. Although the 
possibility of such a reduction exists through the simultaneous 
discharge of the positive electricity of the ferric ions and the 
negative charge on the oxide ions (or hydroxide ions) of water 
(4 Fe+++ + 2 0= -^ 4 Fe++ + O2 or 4 Fe+++ + 4 HO" ~> 4 Fe^ 
+ O2 + 2 H2O), comparable with the reduction of ferric ions by 
sulphide ions, such a reduction does not take place appreciably.^ 
And, similarly, whereas the iodide-ion, as we have seen, reduces 
the ferric-ion very readily, the analogous chloride-ion does not 
appear to do so. Sodium chloride may be added to ferric sul- 
phate solution and potassium ferricyanide fails to show that any 
ferrous salt is produced (exp,). 

The mere possibility of a transfer of charges, or electrons, is 
therefore apparently^ not sufficient to induce an oxidation and 
reduction reaction — much in the same way as, for instance, the 
mere presence, simultaneously, of the barium-ion and the carbon- 
ate-ion, in itself, does not necessarily lead to the precipitation of 
barium carbonate (p. 90), although the latter is difficultly soluble. 
In order to understand the problem of precipitation or nonpre- 
cipitation of salts, it was found necessary to examine the question 
from its quantitaiive side (p. 91), and, similarly, the solution of 
the difficulty concerning the occurrence or nonoccurrence of oxi- 
dation and reduction reactions, where the possibility of a transfer 
of electrons is given, will be found in a study of the problem from 
its quantitative side. 

Oxidation and Reduction Reactions as Reversible Reactions. 
— In order to reduce the development of the quantitative 

1 Exp. Ferric sulphate solution is tested with a ferricyanide. 

' Rigorous quantitative examination of the relations shows (p. 275) that 
these reductions and oxidations do take places but equilibrium is reached 
when they have proceeded to so slight^ an extent, that, qualitatively, they are 
not always obvious or discernible. 
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relations to the simplest possible terms, we may turn to atill 
simpler oxidation and reduction reactions than those studied thus 
far. If a rod of zinc is placed in a solution of copper sulphate, 
copper is deposited and zinc sulphate is formed. If we consider 
the action to be an ionic one, we have: 

Cu++ + SOr + Zn 1 -> Zn+^- + SOT + Cu I 
or, since the sulphate-ion is not directly concerned in the action, 
we have more simply: 

Cu++ + Zn t ^Cu i + Zn++. 
Cupric-ion has been reduced, therefore, to metallic copper, the 
metallic zinc oxidized to zinc-ion, each zinc atom transferring two 
electrons to a cupric ion. 

Closer analyaja of the action shows that this interpretation of the action, 
from the electrical point of view, is not at all in conflict with the older defi- 
nitiona and conceptions of osidation and reduction: copper is deprived 
of the oxygen with which it is combined in nonionized copper sulphate, 

Cu SOi, and by evaporation of the solution, zinc sulphate, Zn SOj, 

containing the zinc combined with oxygen, is obtained. We ehal! presently 
find, however, that it is just in the quantitative formulation of the relations, 
that the interpretation of the action from the point of view of the theory of 
ionization has proved its superiority over the older view. 

If a strip of copper is placed in a solution of mercuric nitrate, 
copper, in turn, is dissolved, being oxidized to the form of cupric- 
ion, and mercury is deposited: 

Cu{-t-Hg++->Cu^ + Hgi. 
We find, then, that cupric-ion has a tendency to give up its charges, 
to be reduced to the metallic condition; metallic copper, in turn, 
has a tendency to revert to the ionic condition, to be oxidized 
and to form cupric-ion. We may consider the two opposed 
tendencies, shown in these relations, as representing a referstfrZe 
reaction: 

Cu t ^ Cu++. 

Exp. If an electric current is passed through a copper sulphate solution, 
copper is deposited on the negative (platinum) electrode; if the current is 
reversed, the copper vanishes quite as rapidly at what is now the positive 
pole. 



L 
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Condition of Equilibrium. — For such a reversible reaction 
we might expect, if we may apply the law of equilibrium to it, 
that the ratio of the concentrations of copper and of the cupric- 
ion would be a constant for the condition of equilibrium at a given 
temperature.* We would then have: 

[Cu^]_. 
[Cui] - ''• 

Since the concentration [Cu | ] of a pure, dense ^ piece of copper 
may be considered a constant at a given temperature, it would 
follow, that the first term in our relation would also have a con- 
stant definite value for the condition of equilibrium between the 
metal aftid its ion. Consequently, for the condition of equilibrium 
we would have: 

[Cu++] = Kcu++. 

Metallic copper womd then be in equilibrium, at a given tem- 
perature, with solutions containing cupric-ion only if the latter 
has a perfectly definite, constant concentration. Nemst^ dis- 
covered this and similar relations, as a result of a more rigorous 
analysis of the energy changes involved in the ionization and 
precipitation of metals, and proved the validity of the rela- 
tions. The value of the constant,* which, according to Nemst's 

* A change in the nature of the solvent changes the value of the equi- 
librium constant, just as it changes the ionization constant of electrolytes. 
See p. 61 and see remarks by Sackur, Z. Elektrochem.j 11, 387 (1905). 

* For exceedingly thin films of copper we cannot make this assumption, 
and for such films the conclusions, that follow, are, in fact, found not to hold. 
(Overbeck. Vide Le Blanc, Electrochemistry, p. 252 (1896)). 

» Z. phys. Chem., 4, 129 (1889). 

* The values of this and similar equilibrium constants are derived by means 
of Nemst's formula (see below) for the potential difference between an ele- 
ment and solutions of its ions. The derivation involves the assumption that 
this formula expresses correctly the relation between the potential change 
and the concentration change at all concentrations. This assumption appears 
to be justified by all experimental indications thus far observed. The con- 
stants are of importance, primarily, for the calculations which can be made 
with their aid (see below), and may, conservatively, be considered to be essen- 
tially ''calculation factors" (" Rechengrossen, " according to Haber. See 
pp. 232-7, Chapter XII). The constants may be expressed, as in the text, in 
terms of (molar) concentrations of the ions, or in terms of the osmotic pressures 
of the ions, a molar solution at 0° producing an osmotic pressure of 22.4 atmos- 
pheres. Where osmotic pressure and concentration are not strictly propor- 



iATION AND REDUCTION REACTIONS. 1 259 

su^estioQ is called the electrolytic solution-tension constant, ia 
S X 10"^ for copper^; that is, topper ia directly in equilibrium 
with a solution containing cupric-ion only if the concentration of 
the latter is 8 X I0~" gram-ion per liter. 

We see, then, that copper would be directly m equilibrium 
with solutions of cupric salts only if they contain this exceedingly 
minute concentration of cupric ions. When such is the case, the 
ionization of the metal and the formation of the metal, by the 
deposit of discharging ions, may l>e considered to proceed mth 
Ike same velocity (p. 9i). 

But, if the metal is dipped into a solution of greater concen- 
tration of cupric ions than that represented by the constant, say 
into a solution of 0.1 molar copper sulphate, the velocity of de- 
position of the metal would be proportionally increased (p. 92), 
while the velocity of ionization and solution of the metal would 
remain unchanged. We would consequently have the ions dis- 
charging and forming metal more rapidly than they are formed. 
A condition of change, not of equiUbrium, exists. If we con- 

tional (e.0. for concentrated solutions), the osmotic pressure, rather than the 
concentration, is the determining factor and, when known, is used in eKact cal- 
culationa. The plan, pursued in the text, is adopted in order to express these 
conatants in the terms used for all the other equilibrium constants. It should 
be recalled {e.g. p. 30) that in calculations, in general, where pressure and 
concentration are not strictly proportional, the pressure is the determining 
factor. A third method of CKpreaaing the solution-tension relations consists 
in ^ving the potential differences, which exist between elemeata and solutions of 
their ions, in which the ions ham unit (Tnolar) concentToUon. These potential 
differences are functions of the aolution-tension constants, aa will be discussed 
below, and the constants, in terms of concentrations or osmotic pressures, 
may be easily calculated, from the potential differences, with the aid of this 
function (see below, and see the table at the end of Chapter XV). 

' According to Wilsmore's tabulation (Z. phga. Chem., 36, 92 (1901)), 
the potential difference fQ,^ Cu++ °^ copper against a 0.5 molar solution of 
cupric sulphate, in which |Cu++] = 0.11, is +0.584 volt. Inserting these 
values for lCu-f-+-] and «cu,Cu++ in the equation «cu.Cu++ = "°g^^ log *^"^* - 
(see below) and solving the equation for K, we find K = 8 X I0-". For 
ICu++] = 0.24, «Cu,Cu++ » +0-5M volt and K = 8 X lO"". In regard to 
the convention determining the signs used (in the present case 'cu,Cu++ '"' 
poHtive), Bee the footnote below, p. 262, and in regard to the definition of zero 
potential, to which the potential differences used in this book refer, a 
table and summary at the end of Chapter XV. 



^ 
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sider the changes that must occur, we see that the ions, discharg- 
ing on the metal, would charge it with positive electricity, and 
the positive charge would, in turn, repel from the metal the 
positive cupric ions remaining in the solution. Equilibrium 
would be expected to result when the charge on the plate be- 
comes heavy enough to repel from the film, inmiediately sur- 
rounding it, all the cupric ions excepting those representing a 
concentration of 8 X 10""^, as required by the value of the equi- 
librium constant. The positive charge on the plate would at- 
tract and hold negative sulphate ions, freed by the discharge of 
cupric ions, in a kind of "double layer," the surface of the metal 
holding positive charges and the film of liquid in contact with it 
holding an excess of negative ions. An electric potential would thus 
be established between the positive metal and the negative solution, 
bathing it.^ It is evident that the more concentrated the solution 
of cupric ions, the heavier the charge must be that will be required 
to repel the cupric ions sufficiently to establish equilibriimi.* 

If copper is placed in a solution in which the concentration of 
the cupric ions is smaller than the constant 8 X 10"^, the velocity 
of ionization will be greater than the velocity of the deposition of 
the metal. The ions formed, having assiuned positive charges, 
will leave a negative charge on the metal, and, as a result of 
the electrical attraction, a "double layer," surrounding the metal, 
will again be formed, the positive ions clinging to the negative 
metal. Equilibrium will be reached when the concentration of the 
cupric ions originally present, increased by the new ions formed 
in this "double layer," will have reached, in the film bathing the 
plate, the concentration demanded by the equilibrium constant. 
An electrical potential will be established as before, the metal 
being negative, the solution, in this case, positive. 

By developing the quantitative relations between osmotic forces 
and the electrical potential, Nemst ^ was able to show that, at 
room temperature 3 (17°-18°), the following logarithmic relation 

* Nemst, loc. cU., p. 151. 

* In other words, the greater the concentration of cupric-ion, the greater 
its osmotic pressure must be, and the repelling electric force, required to over- 
come the pressure of the cupric-ion, would be correspondingly greater. 

« Cf. Nemst, Theoretical Chemistry (1904), pp. 720-723, in regard to the 
derivation and the general form of his formula. 
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holds for the potential difference between a metal ' and a solution 
of its ion, which bathes it: 

^ 00575 j^ C 

In this equation (Me.Me-mit is the electrical potential, in volts, 
existing between the metal Me and the solution of its salt, 
Me-aalt; v is the number of electrical charges transferred from 
the metal to its ion, and vice versa, in the action Me tz Meion; 
in the present case, it is identical with the valence of the metal 
ion, which the metal forma. G is the concentration of this ion in 
any given case, and K is the concentration represented by the 
solution-tension constant, i.e. by the equihbrium constant. The 
logarithm is the common one. In place of the concentrations, 
K and C, the corresponding osmotic pressures of the metal ion 
(P and p, as used by Nernst) may be used in the equation, and 
for solutions in which osmotic pressure and concentration are 
not strictly proportional, the osmotic pressure should be used 
by preference (see footnote 4, p. 258). The sign'^ given to 

' Forelementsthatforinfwpati'ueiorw, e.g. for chlorine, bromine, oxygen, etc., 
the equation reads (see pp. 273, 275 and the table at the end of Chapter XV): 
0.Q575 , C 

•Elom., ElMUolyle - ~ „ ^°^ K' 

Note the changed sign of the expreasion on the right. The difference in 
sign expresses the fact that, when negative iona discharge on an electrode, 
they render it negative, and when they are formed by an electrode, they leave 
the latter positive; for positive iocs, it will be recalled, the conditions are just 
the reverse (see above). 

Where a soluble element (e.g. chlorine) or a solution of a metal (e.g. sodium 
amalgam) is used as an electrode, its concentration, in general, is not constant, 
as in the case of a pure, solid metal like copper (p, 258). In such cases, the 
quantity in the denominator of the ratio in the logarithm cannot be expressed 
by a constant K, but is expreaaed by K X 0^1^^^^, C^i^^ipm being used to 
indicate the concentration of the element in the experiment iu question. 

' The convention, adopted in the text, for the use of the positive and nega- 
tive signs in expressing potentials, is that proposed by Luther {qf. Le Blano'a 
LehrbwA der Elektrochemie (third edition), p. 212). The sign always denolei 
the character of the charge on the first component written in the subscript to t. 
Thus, for a copper plate in contact with a solution of oupric sulphate, when 
C > K, the logarithm, log (C/K), has a poniiue value and 'cu.CuSO, '^ pon- 
tine, which means that the metal will be positive, the electrolyte negative. 
For instance, tor [Cu^'-*'] = 1, «cu,Cuao. '^ found to be -(-0.806 (see the 
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€Me.Me-flait9 iH any given case, shows the sign of the electric charge 

on the first component named in the subscrq)t| which is the 

metal, in the present instance. 

For the relation between copper and cupric-ion we would 

have: 

0.0575 , C 

€Cu.Cu-«alt = 2 ^^^ K ' 

When the concentration of cupric-ion is equal to the constant, 
C = K, the logarithm has the value and the potential differ- 
ence is 0. When the concentration of cupric-ion is smaller 
than the constant, C < K, the potential €Cu.Cu-6ait is negative, i.e. 
the metal receives a negative charge. This negative charge is the 
greater, the smaller C is. When C > K, €0u,0u-Bait is positive, the 
copper plate receives a positive charge, and this positive charge is 
the greater, the larger the value of C is. 

Applications. — It should be clear, from these considerations, 
that an electric current mil resuU, if copper plates are introduced 
into solutions containing different concentraiions of cupric-ion aad 
the solutions and electrodes are connected in such a way as to 
allow the flow of a current. If we call Cu' the copper plate 
dipping into a solution containing cupric-ion at a concentration 
C, and Cu" the plate in a solution containing [Cu++] = C", we 
have^: 

table at the end of Chapter XV). c^^Q^jgo = — ^CiiSO Cu* ^y this use 
of the signs one is never in doubt as to their meaning. Unfortunately, widely 
different definitions of the signs have been used (cf. Le Blanc, Electrochemia- 
try (1896), pp. 209, 219, and Lehfeldt, ElectrchChemistry (1904), p. 159). Care 
must be taken, in using the data of original papers, to be informed as to the 
definition used. 

In accordance with the convention as to signs, adopted in this book, the 
ratio of concentrations (C/K), used in the logarithm of Nemst's formula, is 
the reciprocal of the ratio usually given. The change has been made in order 
that the algebraic signs of the values obtained from the application of the 
formula should be the same as those observed in the experimental arrange- 
ments, as demanded by the convention. 

^ When two electrodes are combined to form an electric cell or couple, 
the potential difference of the couple is always the (algebraic) difference of 
the two' individual electrode potentials, and hence these are avbtracted from 
each other (algebraically). The electrode of the first term of the difiference 
(the minuend) is named first in the subscript of the potential of the couple; 
then the sign of the difference represents the character of the charge on tiiat 
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«Ca'.Cu" - 2 '"* C'' 
It ia also clear, from this equation, that the greater the difference 
in concentration of the cupric-ion in the two solutions, the greater 
should be the potential difference produced. The following seriea 
of experiments illustrates these relations and confinrtB the conclu- 
sions reached. 

electrode, in agreement with the convenljon (see footnote 2, p. 261). In illus- 
tration: two copper electrodes may be taken, each of which, considered by 
itself, carries a positive charge, because the concentrations of the cupric-ion 
in the solutions bathing them are both greater than K; when they are com- 
bined, each of the two electrodes will tend to send a positive current, in oppo- 
site directiona, into the metal connecting them. But the potential of the 
electrode with the heavier charge (the one dipping into the solution contain- 
ing the greater concentration of cupric-ion) will overcome the potontial of 
the other electrode, and the current will flow, through the connecting metal, 
with a potential that represents the difference between the two values. If 
the electrode of the more concentrated sblulion is named first in the sub- 
Bcript of the potential of the couple, its individual electrode-potential appeara 
aa the first term of the difference (the miauend) and is reduced by the value 
of the electrode-potential of the second electrode; as this is numerically 
smaller than the value of the minuend, the difference will be positive, show- 
ing that the electrode in the stronger solution, named first in the subscript of 
the potential difference of the couple, carries a positive charge. Further, if 
the second electrode dips into a solution, in which the concentration of the 
cuprio-ion is smaller than K, the logarithmic expression for its electrode- 
potential will be found to give a negative value; and the (algebraic) subtrac- 
tion of this negative quantity from the electrode-potential of the first electrode 
will give a larger potential difference, for the couple, than that possessed by 
the first electrode alone — all of which agrees with the experimental results, 
when such combinations are made. 

Where negative elements are concerned, the same convention holds, but 
the logarillii'iic expreesioii for the potential of suck an electrode carries a negative 
sign (see footnote 1, p. 201), which must be inserted, algebraically, when the 
expression is used as a term in the difference under discussion. 

' If C > C", the logarithm will be positive and ((jy- q,.. will have a poai- 
tive value, which means that the copper plate, Cu', mhich is named first in 
the tidiecripl to t, will be charged positively, uAen the system loorks. If 
C < C", the logarithm will be negative, which means that the first plate, 
Cu', mentioned in the subscript, will receive a negative cliarge, when the system 
works. The sign ia therefore intended, by the convention adopted (p. 281), to 
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If two electrodes of pure copper are introduced into solutions 
of cupric sulphate of equal concentration/ no current is produced, 
when the solutions are connected by a "salt bridge " and the elec- 
trodes with a voltmeter {exp.; the chemometer described on p. 253 
is used). If one of the beakers is partially emptied, only a few 
drops of the solution being left in it, and is then filled with a 
solution of sodium sulphate, we notice that the voltmeter inmiedi- 
ately indicates the establishing of a potential difference — a ciurent 
is produced. From the experimental arrangement and from the 
manner of the deflection of the needle of the chemometer, we note, 
too, that the plate dipping into the more concentrated solution of 
the cupric-ion is the positive pole, and hence the cupric ions are 
discharged on it; this solution is therefore growing less concen- 
trated in regard to cupric-ion. In the other vessel, copper is dis- 
solving and the concentration of cupric-ion is increasing. Both 
changes tend toward equalizing the concentrations in the two 
solutions and thus toward establishing equilibrium. 

The diffusion of ions, from and to the plates, is a very slow 
process (p. 8), and since the potential produced depends on the 
momentary concentrations of the liquid films inmiediately next to 
the plates, the potential difference, fir*st observed, is seen to disap- 
pear rapidly. More decided and lasting potential differences are 
obtained by introducing reagents, which keep the concentration of 
the cupric-ion, automatically, at very low values in the one solu- 
tion, and which thus make us less dependent on the slow diffusion 
of the ions around the plates. We may add, for instance, sodium 
hydroxide to a solution of copper sulphate to precipitate cupric 
hydroxide; cupric hydroxide being a difficultly soluble compound, 
its saturated solution contains only a very small concentration of 

express any result for the working system, irrespective of the charge on the 
individual plates before they are combined. For instance, for C = 1 and 
C" = 10~^°, both plates are positive, before they are connected with each other, 

since in each case C > K, and €cu,CuX ~ ~~o — 1^8 tt^^ positive value. 

0.0575 C 
When the plates are combined, we find from ccu'.Cu" ~ "^"o — ^®K r^f ^^* 

the first plate, dipping in the more concentrated solution of cupric-ion, is 
posMve, which is confirmed by experiment. 

^ ^molar cupric sulphate, 100 c.c, containing some sodium sulphate or 
nitrate, to reduce the resistance, is a convenient concentration. 
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cupric-ion. If we connect, again, copper plates in two equally 
concentrated solutions of copper sulphate, and add a little more 
than the equivalent amount of sodium hydroxide to the solution 
holding the plate connected with the negative post of the voltmeter, 
cupric hydroxide is thereby precipitated, and we note that a de- 
cided difference of potential is established and maintained (exp.). 
An excess of a concentrated solution of sodium hydroxide should, 
according to the principle of the solubility-product, reduce the 
concentration of cupric-ion still more, and the potential is, in fact, 
thereby increased {exp.). Cupric sulphide is much less soluble 
than cupric hydroxide, and if we add sodium sulphide (a little 
more than one equivalent) to the mixture containing the hydrox- 
ide, we find that the hydroxide is converted into the less soluble, 
black sulphide, leaving a still smaller concentration of cupric-ion 
in this solution, and the potential ia again increased (exp.). We 
found that the complex ions of copper with the cyanide-ion are 
so extremely stable as to allow of the existence of a concentra- 
tion of cupric-ion so minute, that copper sulphide cannot be pre- 
cipitated from cyanide solutions (p. 228). If sufficient potassium 
cyanide is added to the mbtture containing the suspension of cupric 
sulphide, the sulphide dissolves readily,' and the largest potential 
difference, yet noted, is produced.' We find thus that the behavior 
of the metal, in contact with these different solutions, agrees with 
the demands of the theory. 

The Equilibrium Relations between Two Metals and Their 
Ions. — The tendency of a metal to ionize and of its ion to be 
reduced has been aptly likened to the tendency of a liquid to 
form its vapor and of the vapor to condense to its liquid {the 
name solution tendon expresses the analogy to vapor tension). Aa 
different liquids have vastly different tendencies to vaporize at a 
given temperature, so different metals, different elements, have 
vastly different tendencies to ionize. We shall consider, briefly, 
this tendency also in the case of zinc. 

In aqueous solutions, the concentration of zinc-ion with which 
the metal would be in equilibrium, as found by calculation from 
the potential difference between zinc and zinc sulphate solutions 

' The copper plate is best freed from ftdhering Hulphide by 
strong cyanide solution, and re-introduced into the Bolution. 
 KUster, Z. BUcktrochem., 4, 110 and 503 (1897). 
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of realizable concentrations of zinc-ion, is 10", a value* enormously 
larger than 10~^*, the value of the corresponding constant for 
copper. A zinc rod, in contact with a solution of a zinc salt, like 
zinc sulphate, will acquire a negative charge^ as the metal must 
ionize much more rapidly than the ion will be discharged, since 
even a saturated solution would contain only a relatively small 
concentration of the ion. Copper, as we have seen, placed in a 
copper sulphate solution of moderate concentration, is charged 
with positive electricity, the concentration of cupric-ion being very 
much larger than that required for the condition of equilibrium 
between the metal and its ion. When zinc, immersed in a zinc 
sulphate solution, and copper, immersed in a copper sulphate 
solution, are connected through a metal circuit, e.g. that of a 
voltmeter, and the solutions are connected by a "salt-bridge" 
{exp.)y a current is established, the positive current flowing 
from the copper through the metal circuit to the zinc, metallic 
copper being deposited and zinc going into solution. The combi- 
nation represents the well-known Daniell cell. We note that in 
each solution the change in concentration of the ion is towards 
the solution-tension constant, towards a condition of equililh 
riutn. We may inquire, a little more closely, what would be the 
condition for equilibrium for such a system. If we imagine a 
copper plate dipping into a solution containing a concentration 
of 10~2^ of cupric-ion (the solution-tension constant), the metal 
will be directly in equilibrium with the solution and will not 
acquire any electrical charge. If we imagine a zinc rod im- 
mersed, in the same way, in a solution containing a concentration 
of zinc-ion of 10^^ (this is not practically feasible), the metal and 
its ion would also be in equilibrium with each other and the 
metal would not assume any charge. It is evident that, if the 
zinc and copper and the solutions of their salts were connected, 
no current would be established, zinc would not be oxidized to zinc- 
tony and cupric-ion would not he reduced. In this condition of equi- 

1 In a solution of zinc sulphate in which [Zn-H-] = 0.114, the potential 
*Zn,ZnS04 ~ "" 0-514 (the minus sign indicates that the metal named first in 
the subscript has a negative charge). Inserting the values for [Zn++] and 
^Zn.ZnSO* i"^ ^^® general equation given on p. 261, and solving for K, we 
find K = 10". For [Zn++] = 0.022 and €zn,ZnS04 ^ " 0.535, we find K = lO^M 
(C/. Wilsmore's tables, hc.cU.) 
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ISyrium, then, the ratio of the conceTitrations of the respective ions in 
the solutions bathing the metals would be, also, the ratio of the solution- 
tension constants. This is a general relation for these two metals 
— the individual concentrations of the ions need not have the 
value of the solution-tension constants, but equilibrium will be 
established wh^iever the ratio of the concentrations of the cupric-ion 
and the zinc-ion has the same value as the ratio of the solution- 
tension constants.' The condition for equilibrium, in mathe- I 
matical form, is then I 

[Cu++] Kcu '^■' "^'^Kcu 1/10^' - lU' - l^.q.- 
The nearer the ratio is to the equilibrium constant, the smaller 
the potential will be, until, when the constant is reached, it becomes 
0. We cannot increase the concentration of zinc-ion indefinitely 
in order to reach the condition of equilibrium, but we may reduce 
the concentration of cupric-ion practically at will, as we have seen 
(p. 265), and we may thus approach the constant. In fact, if we 
add to the copper sulphate solution of the copper-zinc element, 
described above, a solution of sodium hydroxide, and thus leave, in 
the solution, only the small concentration of cupric-ion belonging to 
the, difficultly soluble cupric hydroxide, the potential of the copper- 
zinc element is decidedly reduced (ezp.). If sodium sulphide is 
added to the cupric hydroxide, to convert the hydroxide into 
the less soluble sulphide, which yields a smaller concentration of 
cupric-ion, the potential is again reduced most decidedly (exp.). 
It has now so small a value that we may readily anticipate that, 
if the cupric-ion is suppressed so thoroughly, by the addition of 
potassium cyanide, that even the sulphide cannot persist, the 
value of the ratio [Zn+^] : [Cu++] may grow even larger than the 
' Equilibrium will be established whenever the potential of the syatem is 
equa] to 0. The potential of the eyijtem may be calculated according to 
the equation (see footnote 1, p. 262) 






 <Ci..CuS0« - •Zn.ZnSO. = ^^ ( '"8 '^ ^°e 



Kca -"K^f 



- n t lCu"^l [Zn++1 • . |Zn+>-| Kzo 

The potential .c^.Zn «! whenever -^^ = -^~- , z.e. when j^^j^ = g^- 



For ions of different vaience, euch aa silver and cupric ions, the equilibrium 
equation asaumea a somewhat less simple form. For Cui + 2 Ag+i:±2Ag4. 

tCu-M-1 Kca  



+ Cu-^+, we have ^ 
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equilibrium constant 10*, and we would have a system in which 
chemical change in the opposite direction must residt from the 
tendency to establish equilibrium. In fact, if potassium cyanide is 
added to the mixture surrounding the copper plate, in sufficient 
quantity to dissolve the sulphide, we find that a current is estab- 
lished in the opposite direction^ — zinc is now precipitated at the 
expense of the solution of metallic copper; thai means, that the zinc- 
ion is being reduced by metallic copper, which in turn is oxidized 
to cupriC'ion (exp.). 

We may apply the conclusions, reached, to the action of metallic 
zinc when it is introduced into the solution of a cupric salt. The 
oxidation of zinc to the zinc-ion and the reduction of the cupric-ion 
to copper must be reversible reactions, Znj, +Cu++;=i^Zn+++ Cuj, 
which will come to a condition of equilibrium, according to the 
laws of equilibrium, when [Zn"*"^] : [Cu++] = K = 10*. The value 
of this ratio shows that the cupric-ion will be practically com- 
pletely reduced, and precipitated as copper, by a sufficient quan- 
tity of zinc, the trace of cupric-ion, required to maintain the 
equilibrium ratio, being too minute to be detected. By the study 
of this oxidation and reduction reaction with the aid of potential 
differences, as just described, the validity of the relation is subject 
to demonstration, and the value of the equilibrium constant is 
brought into definite relation to the solution-tension constants of 
the metals. 

Each element has its own characteristic solution-tension con- 
stant (see the table at the end of Chapter XV), and the relation 
just established for the reduction of cupric-ion, at the expense of 
the oxidation of metallic zinc, may be applied to any pair of metals 
and their ions.^ 

General Principles Concerning Equilibrium in Reversible 
Oxidation and Reduction Reactions. — We may now extend the 
conclusions, reached in the study of these particularly simple oxi- 
dations and reductions, to oxidation and reduction reactions in 
general. We must expect that, when such an action is reversible 
and subject to the laws of equilibrium. Its course will, as in all 

1 Vide Ostwald's Lehrbuch der aUgemeinen Chemie, 2d Ed., Vol. II, p. 874, 
for the historical data on this action. Vide Ktister's experiments, Z. Elek- 
trochem,, 4, 503 (1897). 

> See the footnote, p. 267, in regard to the form the equilibrium ratio 
assumes when metals producing ions of different valence are used. 
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previous applications of the equilibrium laws, depend, at a given 
temperature, in the first place, on the values of constants. The 
(solution-tension) constants, involved in this class of actions, 
measure what we may call the affinity of atoms and ions for elec- 
tric charges, or electrons. In the second place, the course of the 
action will depend, in each case, on the concentrations of the ions, 
concentrations which arc, to a considerable extent, variable at will, 
as we go from case to case. In the third place, all such reversible 
reactions will come ultimately to a condition of equilibrium, in 
which neither action is absolutely completed, and the course of 
the action, in any given system not in equilibrium, will always 
proceed toward this condition of equilibrium. 

The oxidation and reduction reactions, such as Za| -l-Cu"'^^^ 
Cu i -h Zn++, to which we have heretofore hmited the discission 
of the quantitative relations, are particularly simple actions, in- 
volving only two variables (in this case [Cu"'"'"] and lZn++]). But 
the knowledge of the general principles of the quantitative rela- 
tions will now enable us to answer questions, in connection with 
more complicated cases, which the qualitative relations alone did 
not put us into the position of answering (see p. 256). 

Applications; Reduction of Ferric Salts and Oxidation of 
Ferrous Salts. — It will not be difficult to arrive now at definite 
conceptions as to why certain reactions of oxidation and reduc- 
tion do not seem to take place, although they are, qualitatively, 
entirely analogous to reactions which take place readily. The 
study of one of the questions previously raised (see p. 256), 
namely as to why ferric ions apparently are not reducible by chlo- 
ride ions, while they are easily reduced by iodide ions, will be 
sufficient to illustrate the application of the principles. 

In considering the question of the possible reduction of ferric 
to ferrous ions, at the expense of the oxidation of chloride ions 
to chlorine, we must bear in mind the fact that the reduction of 
the ferric ions is a reversible process, Fe++^ t:± Fe^^, and that the 
oxidation of chloride ions to chlorine is also a reversible process, 
2Cl~»:^Cl!. We will deal first, in some detail, with the action 
Fe"*'^^ ^ Fe++. For this reversible action we have an equilibrium 
constant ' [Fe-^] : [Fe^-^+j = KpatB. Farri = 10", which must be 

' The value of the conatant is calculated from the data given by Peten, 
Z. phys. Chem.. 36, 193 (1898). 
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taken into account in all oxidation and reduction reactions in- 
volving these ions.^ In a system containing the two ions, the 
tendency towards reduction of ferric-ion and the tendency toward 
oxidation of ferro-ion would be directly in equilibrium (i.e. without 
the intervention of other opposed forces, such as an electric poten- 
tial, produced by an opposing cell or produced by an opposing 
action* of other components in the solution) only when the con- 
centration of ferro-ion is W times as great as the concentration of 
ferric-ion. 

If we connect a 0.1-molar solution of ferric chloride with a 0.1- 
molar solution of ferrous chloride, by means of a "salt bridge" 
and a pair of platinum electrodes dipping into the solutions and 
connected with the voltmeter (see p. 253), a current is produced, 
the positive current entering the voltmeter from the electrode 
placed in the ferric chloride solution (exp.). It is evident that, in 
the effort to establish equilibrium, ferric ions in the ferric chloride 
solution are redvxxd at the expense of the oxidation of ferrous ions 
in the ferrous chloride solution. If we consider only the ratio of 
the concentration of the ferro-ion to that of the ferric-ion in each of 
the salt solutions and leave out of consideration, for the moment, 
other, secondary, electrical forces,' it is clear that the ratio [Fe"^]! : 

* The fact that this equilibrium relation has been proved to hold for the 
action Fe++ <:± Fe"^"*^ and that it must be taken into account in all oxidation- 
reduction reactions involving these ionSy in no wise excludes the possibility 
that other equilibrium relations can also exist between ferrous and ferric 
compounds. For instance, ferrous hydroxide Fe(0H)2 may well have a char- 
acteristic tendency of its own to assume a further positive charge (\os% an 
electron) according to Fe(0H)2 ^ Fe(0H)2"*", the potential of which action 
may, under given conditions, be a main determining factor in the course of 
an action, e.g. in alkaline mixtures. It is not impossible, even, that we 
also must consider negative ions Fe07 and their tendency to be oxidized. 
Evidence would suggest that ferrous hydroxide, or its negative ion FeOT , may 
have, indeed, a very great tendency to be oxidized, possibly much greater than 
the tendency of Fe^~^ to form Fe"^"^. (Cf. Manchot, Z. anorg. C?iem,, 27, 419 
(1901), and McCoy and Bunzel, J. Am. Chem. Sac, 31, 370 (1909)). Closer 
investigations of these relations, from a quantitative viewpoint, would prob- 
ably determine this question and bring exceedingly important relations to 
light. 

* E.g. by the potential of the action CI2 <^ 2 CI". 

* The potential of a solution of the iron salts is given by € = 0.058 log 
10^^ X [Fe+++] 

fpTH — * I^ ^ solution of a ferric salt, if [Fe++J = 0, the potential 
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[Fe-H-+]j in the ferrous salt solution, considered by itself, is far 
closer to the point of equilibrium' than the ratio [Fe++]s : [Fe-'~'~'-]i 
in the ferric chloride solution, in which the concentration of ferric- I 
ion is enormously greater than that of ferro-ion, while the equi- 
librium constant demands that the ferro-ion should be in great 
excess. The strongest tendency to change must be toward a re- 
duction of the concentration of the ferric-ion in the solution of 
ferric chloride, which is in agreement with the observed direction 
of the current. Equilibrium, it may be added, will be reached 
when the ratio of the concentration of ferro-ion to that of ferric- 
ion is the same in both solutions.* 

The addition of potassium fluoride to the ferric chloride solu- 
tion converts the ferric-ion into the rather stable complex ferri- 
fluoride-ion FeFf, whose potassium salt KsFeFo is formed. The 

would obviously be ", which could not present a condition of equilibrium. 
Equilibrium is established ia such a solution, as will be shown further on ta 
the text, by the liberation of chlorine and the formation of ferro-sait, accord- 
ing to 2 Fe++-*- + 2 CI- ^2 Fc++ + Cli, until the potential, rcsultlDg from the 
tendency of chlorine to form chloride-ion, just balances the tendency of the 
terrio-jon to form ferro-ioa. But when a ferric chloride solution is used aa 
the source of supply of positive electricity, as in the experiment described in 
the text, both the ferric-ion and the chlorine tend to charge the platinum elec- 
trode with positive electricity and to revert to a condition of equilibrium in refer- 
ence to their individual constante. The relations are much like those between 
B cupric salt solution and a copper plate: if [Cu"*^] > Kcu++, equilibrium will 
be established, as we have seen, by the positive charging of the plate in suf- 
firaent degree to oppose the tendency of the cupric-ion to discharge (see p. 259). 
But when the solution and plate are used as the source of supply for an elec- . 
trie current (p. 264), both the positive charge on the plate, and the tendency 
of the cupric-ion to discharge and acquire the concentration [Cu++| = K(-^++, 
will supply the poritive current. In calculations we ignore the positive 
charge already deposited on the plate and deal only with the concentration 
of Cu++. The chlorine, liberated in a solution of ferric chloride, plays prac- 
tically the same r61e as does the copper plate in a cupric salt solution, and it 
can be ignored in the discussion of the combination described in the text. 
In a ferrous salt solution, in a similar manner, some ferric-ion must always be 
formed by liberation of hydrogen (see p. 282), until equilibrium ia reached 
according to 2 Fe^-^ +2U.+ i=t2 Fe+++ -|- Hj. Hydrogen plays here the same 
r61e as chlorine does in the ferric chloride aolution. 

' The condition for equilibrium is [Fe'*^! : lFe"M-i-] = 10", in a solution con- 
sidered for itself, 

' This ratio need not be 10", since we have two solutions combined with 
each other and the total potential will be expressed by: 
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concentration of ferric-ion being decidedly reduced, the system 
must be nearer to the condition of equilibrium, the potential must 
fall (exp.). It is again evident (p. 255) that the oxidizing agent 
is clearly the ferrio-ion, and not the total quantity of the ferric 
salt in the solution. 

Intensity of Reactions. — Vice versa, any oxidizing agent, 
which has the power to oxidize ferro-ion to ferric-ion, does so the 
more readily and vigorously , the more completely any ferrio-ion, 
present or formed, is suppressed. If ferrous sulphate is added to 
a solution of silver nitrate, a slow^ reduction of the silver-ion, and 
oxidation of the ferro-ion, takes place according to Fe++ + Ag+— > 
Fe+++ + Agi . Now, if a little potassium fluoride is added to the 
mixture, so as to suppress the ferrio-ion, which is always present, 
by contamination, in the original ferrous sulphate solution, and 
which is formed in the action by the silver nitrate, the oxidation 
of the ferrous salt and the precipitation of metallic silver is very 
much accelerated,^ and a heavy black precipitate of silver is formed 
instantly (exp.). The experiment is an illustration of the r61e of 
potential in oxidation-reduction reactions, the potential and the 
reducing power of ferro-ion being decidedly diminished by the 
presence of its oxidation product, the ferric-ion.' It is also a 
further illustration of the r61e the ions play in these actions, the 
total amount of ferric salts not being changed by the introduction 
of the fluoride, which simply suppresses ferric ions. 

Reduction of Ferric Salts by Iodides. — In the study of the 
oxidation of the ferro-ion and the reduction of the ferrio-ion, we 

, = ,,-,,=: 0.058 ^log ^^^^^ log [Fe^j^ ) 

- n n^« Incr [Fe-H-t-], x [Fe^^l« 
-0.058 log ^p^^j^^jp^^j^. 

Equilibrium is reached when the total potential is 0. Then 

[Fe-H-f]^ X [Fe-H-]a _ [Fe-H-]^ _ [Fe-H-], 

[Fe-H-]i X [Fe-HH-Jj " *^^ [Fe^^H-Ji " [Fe-H-*-], " 

^ In order to have very decided differences in the speeds of the action in the 
absence and presence of fluoride, it is best to use an old ferrous sulphate, or 
ferrous ammonium sulphate, solution which contains considerable ferric salt. 

* Vide Peters, loc. dt.y p. 236. 

» Ostwald [Lehrhuch d, allgem. Chem., 2d Ed., II, 883 (1893)], first emphasized 
the fact that potential differences are a measure of oxidizing and reducing 
powers. 
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have thus far considered only the reversible tendencies of the two 
ions to change into each other, tendencies which would be directly 
balanced, in a given solution, without the intervention of other 
forces, when the ratio of the concentrations of the ions is that of the 
equilibrium constant, 10". In reactions involving the oxidation 
of a ferrous salt, we have to deal, however, in exactly the same 
way, with the reversible tendency of the oxidizing substance to act as 
oxidizing agent, and, similarly, in every reduction of a ferric salt, 
we have to deal also with the reversible tendency of the reducing 
agent to act as such. In order to reach some definite conceptions 
as to the influences of these conflicting tendencies, we shall con- 
sider, next, the reduction of ferric salts by iodides, and then con- 
trast this reduction with the action of chlorides on ferric salts, and 
we shall thus complete the study of this action (see p. 269). 

For the reduction of ferric salts by iodides (p. 251), we have 
to consider the reversible tendency of iodide-ion to form iodine 
and to be formed from iodine: 2I-i=iIj. The constant^ Ki-, iodine 
for the equilibrium ratio [I-]V[Iil is 5.6 X IQP at 25°. 

' The constant is calculated from the data of Kilster and Crotogino on the 
potential of solutions of iodine in potassium iodide [Z. anorg. Chem., 33, 88 
(1900)]. Owing to the formation of complex ions 17, tor which due allow- 
ance has not been made in the calculation, and owiog to some uncertainty as 
to the vague definition of the concentration of iodine used, the estimation 
of the constant can only be considered a. rough one. The value given ex- 
presses the order of the equilibrium ratio sufficiently well for our present 
purposes. In a recent paper, Bray and MacKay [J. Am, Chem. Soc., 33, 914 
(1910)1 have determined the constant for the formation of the complex ion 
according l« Ir ^ Ii + I~, which might be used to correct the data of 
Kuster and Crotogino; but in view of other uncertainties and inaccuracies, 
the correction has not been considered adviBablc. 

Several related methods may be used to calculate the equilibrium con- 
stant for \l~p : 111] ^ K from the data of Ktister and Crotogino. Perhaps 
the simplest method is the following: A solution of iodine ([I] = ^ 
normal, and therefore [Iij = aV molar) in ) molar potassium iodide, in 
which, the degree of ionization being taken into account, |1-] = O.lOfl, waa 
observed to show a potential fi,i-= + 0.8B0 (the convention as to signs, 
discussed on p. 261, is used here and the potential, observed ag^nst a so-called 
"calomel electrode," is re<luce<I to the so-called "absolute potential"; c/. 
Le Blanc, Lehrlmch der Elektrochemie, p. 214). Now, (Aer« must be a certain 
eoncentration of iodide-ion, which we will call [C], viih uihich iodine of the above 
concentration would be direetty in equU-Umum and would pve no potential 
at all {ef. pp. 261 and 25S in regard to copper). With a change in the con- 
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The reduction of ferric salts by iodides is a reversible reac- 
tion: 2 Fe+++ + 2 I- i=> 2 Fe++ + la, and the ultimate condition of 
equilibrium will depend on the values of the constants, Kperro, Fem 
and *Ki-, iodine; and on the concentrations of the components used. 
For the condition of equilibrium we have 

[Fe^]2 X [I2] ^^' 
and for this constant the relation ^ 

Ki- Iodine 5.6 X 1(P 5.6 



Ken = 



-eq 



(KFerro. Ferri)* (10")« 10» 



centration of the iodide-ion, a potential would be produced according to 
cjj J- = 0.0575 log \ [C]/[I""] I . This relation is of exactly the same nature as 
that developed for the potential of copper plates, immersed in solutions of 
cupric-ion of different concentrations (but see footnote 1, p. 261, concerning the 
sign of the new relation). In the present case, we are dealing with univalent 
ions, I~, in place of bivalent ions Cu++, and the factor 0.0575 is used instead 
of 0.0575/2 (see p. 261). If we insert the observed values, [I-] = 0.109 and 
c = 0.860, of the experiment described above, into the equation €jj j- = 
0.0575 log { [C]/[I-] ] and solve the equation for [C], we find [C] = 10". ' That 
meanSf ^ molar iodine would he directly in equilibrium with a concentration 
of iodide-ion = 10** (if this value is inserted for [I-] in the logarithmic equation, 
the potential is found to be 0). For the condition of equilibriun^ for Ij <=±2 1~, 
according to [I-]^ : [IJ = K, we have then (10")^ : (^\) = K = 6.4 X 10» 
Similarly, for [J-] = 0.109 and [I2] = sh the potential « = 0.831 is ob- 
served, and the equilibrium constant is found to be 5.1 X lO**. When 
[I-] =: 0.109 and [I2] = jis, the potential is 0.850 and the constant is cal- 
culated to be 5.3 X 10». The mean value for K is 5.6 X 10». In these 
calculations, the formation of ions 17, affecting the values for [I"~] and [IJ, 
has not been considered, and there is some doubt whether the concentrations of 
iodine, given by Kiister and Crotogino, do not represent [I2] rather than [I], 
as assumed in the calculations. If the former be the case, the mean value of 
the above experiments would be 2.8 X 10*. The value, used in the text, is 
considered sufficiently accurate for the purposes of this book. 

* This relation of the equilibrium constant and the solution-tension con- 
stants may be deduced in a manner similar to that for the analogous equilib- 
rium constant for the oxidation of zinc by the cupric-ion, as given in foot- 
note 1, on page 267. The exact value of the equilibrium constant is uncertain, 
since Ki-, iodine has not yet been determined with a sufficient degree of 
accuracy; but the value, used, gives the order of the constant sufficiently well 
for our purposes, especially when it is considered in connection with the con- 
stant given below for the same relation, when the chloride-ion is substituted 
for the iodide-ion. 
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can be established. /( is evident, from the value of the constant, 
that the chief tendency of the reversible reaction will be toward the 
reduction of the ferric ions arid the liberation of iodine, which is in 
accord with experience {ex-p., p. 251). 

It is interesting to note, again, that the reduction of the ferric 
salt depends on the reduction of the ferric-ion: the ferric-ion may 
be suppressed, with the aid of potassium l^uoride (see p. 255), and 
the addition of potassium iodide to a mixture of ferric chloride 
and potassium fluoride leads to the formation of traces, only, of 
free iodine (exp.). 

Action of Chlorides on Ferric Salts. — Now, when a chloride 
is used in place of an iodide, we have to do with an ion, Cl~, 
which has an enormous affinity for its charge, as compared with 
that of iodide-ion. The equilibrium relation for the reversible re- 
action 2 Cl~ i=^ Cla has the form [Cl-]^ ; [CU] = Kci- chlorine, and 
the value ' of the constant is 2 X lO"". 

For the reaction of chloride-ion on ferric-ion we would have, as in 
the case of the action of iodide-ion, 2 Fe+++ -|- 2 Cl~ ^ 2 Fe''""'" + Ch 
and 

[ Fe^pXfClj '^ 
(Fe++]= X ICU] ^''■ 

For this equilibrium constant we have the relation, as determined 
above (p. 274), 

' This IB the value of the coDstant as calculated from the data given by 
Wilamore {Z. pkys. Chem., 36, 91 (1900)) for the solution-tension of chlorine 
under atmospheric pressure at 18°. The calculation may be made exactly 
aa in the case of the similar constant for iodine (p. 273). There mual be a 
eoTtcenlration of cAiorufe-ion, which we will call |C], with which Mori/ie, of one 
atmosphere pressure at 18°, would be directly in equilibrium. The potential of 
chlorine, ag^st any other concentration of chloride-ion, would bo ((^i, a- = 
0.0575 log )1C]/1CI-]!. For[Cl-| = 1, « ia +1.694 (see the table at the end 
of Chapter XV), and inserting these values in our equation and solving it 
tor [CI, we find [C) = 2.S8 X 10". That means, that chlorine, at 18° and of 
atmospheric pressure, would be in equilibrium with chloride-ion of the conoen- 
tr&tion given. Since chlorine, at this temperature and pressure, has a concen- 
tration of 1/23.9 moles (at 18', one mole is contained in 23.9 liters, instead of 
in 22.4 liters, at 0°), we have for the condition of equilibrium: [Cl^]' : [Cli) — 
(2.88 X 10»)' : (1/23.9) = 2 X 10". [CIJ repreeenta, thus, in ' ' ' " 
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It is evident, from the value of the equilibrium constant, that the 
action of chloride-ion on ferric-ion must result quantitatively so 
differently from the action of the analogous iodide-ion (p. 27§), 
that the net qualitative results are entirely dissimilar. Whereas 
in the case of the iodide, liberation of iodine and reduction of the 
ferric-ion are bound to be the chief and obvious actions, in the case 
of the chloride-ion, on the other hand, the equilibrium constant 
demands that there should be no appreciable reduction of the 
ferric-ion or liberation of chlorine — which is in accordance with 
our experience (exp., p. 256). 

It is noteworthy, however, that the equilibrium relations demand 
that at least trances of chlorine be liberated, and traces of ferrous 
salt be formed, since neither [Fe"*"^] nor [CI2] may have the value 0. 
If we add some sodium chloride to a solution of sodium sulphate, 
connected electrically, in the usual way, with a solution of ferric 
sulphate, a very slight momentary current is produced (exp.). 
The liberation of the first traces of chlorine and of ferro-ion on the 
electrodes is necessary, and also sufficient, to satisfy the conditions 
for equilibrium as expressed by the constant, until diffusion from 
the electrodes removes these traces. 

Summary. — We find, thus, that the general principle of the 
quantitative relations governing oxidation and reduction gives us 
the means of interpreting the differences in results in (qualitatively) 
similar combinations, which, qualitatively, might lead to an oxi- 
dation-reduction reaction, and which, in certain cases, do produce 
such reactions (ferric-ion with iodide-ion), and in other cases do 
not (ferric-ion with chloride-ion). 

of this constant, the concentration of chlorine gas (see Chapter XV concerning 
gas electrodes) and not the concentration of the dissolved chlorine; the latter, 
however, is proportional to the gas concentration (Chapter VII). 




CHAPTER XV 
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Wb wilt turn now to the consideration of the question, how the 
principles of the theory of electric oxidation and reduction may 
be applied to the most important oxidizing agent, oxygen, and to 
such vigorous and common oxidizing agents as permanganates, 
diehromatcs, nitric acid, and similar substances. 

Oxidation of Hydrogen by Oxygen. — The oxidation of hydro- 
gen by oxygen may be first considered, as representing a typical 
and, in some respects, the most important case of oxidation by 
oxj-gen. Hydrogen, like copper, zinc, and other elements, has a 
certain tendency to form its ion, H+, and the latter, in turn, has a 
tendency to be reduced to hydrogen. We may put Hi i^^ 2 H+ and 
condition for equilibrium, at a given temperature, will be 



[H=] 



= Kh+, Hydrogen - 



In this equation [H^] represents the concentration of the hydro- 
gen in contact with the electrode (see below) and with the solu- 
tion, and [H+l represents the concentration of hydrogen-ion in 
the solution bathing the eleutrode. The ionization of hydrogen, 
at a given temperature, depends, according to this equation, on 
two variables, the concentration, or pressure, of the gas and the 
concentration, or osmotic pressure, of the hydrogen-ion in a given 
solution. 

If platinum gauze, coated with platinum black, is charged with 
hydrogen, then, the greater the pressure of the gas, the more 
soluble the hydrogen will be in the platinum (p, 121). Such a 
charged gauze may be used as a hydrogen electrode (Fig. 13, 
p. 281), the concentration of the hydrogen in which is proportional 
to the concentration, or pressure, of the hydrogen gas surrounding 
it; the platinum will allow of the ready transmission of electric 
charges from and to the hydrogen dissolved in it. 
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The value of the constant^ Kn+.Hydrogen^ [H+J^ / [Ha], at 18®, is 
found to be 5.55 X 10~*, and hydrogen, at 18°, under atmospheric 
pressure, is directly in equilibrium with hydrogen-ion of the con- 
centraiion [H+] = 1.52 X 10"^ 

If such an electrode, in contact with hydrogen of atmospheric 
pressure, is dipped into the solution of some neutral salt, say 
sodium chloride, in which the concentration of the hydrogen-ion, 
formed by the ionization of water, at 18°, is 0.9 X 10~^, which 
is less than 1.5 X 10"*', the hydrogen in the electrode must tend 
to ionize more rapidly than it is formed from the ion, and the 
electrode must receive a negative charge, exactly as in the case of zinc, 
placed in a zinc sulphate solution. 

For oxygen similar relations may be developed.* We have: 
O2 ^ 2 0= and 

Tor " ^'- ^^^ 

If we use the relation of the oxide-ion, O*, to the more stable 
hydroxide-ion, H0~, we also have:' 

^ These constants are calculated from data given in Wilsmore's tables (Zoc. 
cU,) on the solution tension of hydrogen. Hydrogen, at 18° under one atmos- 
phere pressure, produces a potential of €hi,H+ ~ + 0*277 (see p. 261, in regard 
to the sign) against a solution containing hydrogen-ion in a concentration 
[H+j = 1 (see the table at the end of this chapter). Now, there must be 
some concentration of hydrogen-ion, which we will call [C], with which hydrogen 
at 18° and 760 mm. pressure is directly in equilibrium, with the potential 0. 
For any concentration of hydrogen-ion [H+], other than [CJ, a potential is 
produced according to «Hj,h+ ~ 0.0575 log \ [H+J/[C] \. If we insert into this 
equation the values [H+] = 1 and the potential « = + 0.277, and if we solve the 
equation for [C], we find [C] = 1.52 X 10~^. That is the concentration of H+, 
with which' hydrogen of one atmosphere pressure at 18° is directly in equilib- 
rium. Since under these conditions of temperature and pressure [H2] — 1/23.9 
mole, we have for the condition of equilibrium [H+J2/[H2] = K : (1.52 X 10~')*: 
(1/23.9) = 5.55 X 10-9 = k. 

2 Experimentally the relations for an "oxygen electrode" are much more 
complicated than for a hydrogen electrode, as a result, apparently, of the 
oxidation of the metal {e,g. platinum), with the aid of which the electrode 
is prepared. For a critical review and summary of the more recent results 
on this point, vide Schoch, J. phys. Chem.^ 14, 665 (1910). For the purposes 
of this book it will be suflficient to limit our discussion to the behavior of an 
ideal oxygen electrode. 

* The bivalent oxygen ions, 0=, combine with hydrogen ions (formed, for 
instance, by the ionization of water) and form the more stable hydroxide ions 



= K, - Kao-.i 



(2) 



[HO-l- 
|0,1 

The value of the constant Kho-, OiyKsn is 8.2 X 10*' at 18", and 
oxygen of almospheric pressure at this temperature should be in eqai- 
librium with solutions containing hydroxide-ion at a concentration ^ 
of 1.36 X 10". - I 

An electrode of platinum gauze, charged with oxygen under 
atmospheric preaaure, when dipped into the solution of a neutral 
salt, acquires a very strong positive charge, the minute concentration 
of hydroxide-ion, 0.9 X 10~', being very much smaller than the 
value required by the constant, and the oxygen ionizing very 
much more rapidly, in consequence, than it is formed by the dis- 
charge of hydroxide ions (see p. 259). 



:±H0-. ThKl, 
■e have [H+] X 



[H+l = 

By substituting this 
equation (1), squutioi 



-nun J ,rt_i 



- X [HO-p. 



(p. 246) : 0= + H+ + HO- i^ 2 HO, or simply, O" + H+ 

I0°l X !«■>■] ^ 1, ^d IO-| = kxISOlI. Butiince 
[H0-] " *"" lU^I - It X jjj+j But nnce ^ 

[HO-] = Kqqq for the ioniaation of water (p. 176), we alBO Have: 

KflOH 

[HO-1 
value for the concentration [0-| of the oxide-ton ia 
1 (2) is obtained. The constant K| includes then the 
constants k and KgQg. 

' The Constanta are calculated from the estimated potential of the oxygen- 
hydrogen ceU, + 1.231 volt, at 18". {Vide G. N. Lewis, Z. pkys. Chem., 60, 
465 (1906); Nemst and Wartenberg, ibid., 66, 534 (1906); Bninsted, ^id., 66, 
91 (1908); and a summary and diacusaion by Schoch, loe. cit.) At IS" oxy- 
gen, under one atmosphere presaure, gives an estimated potential ^o^H0~ " 
+ 1.608 against an acid solution, in which the concentration of the hydragen- 
im IH+] = 1 (see the table at the end of this chapter). Since at 18° 1H+] X 
[HO-] ^ 0.81 X 10-", the value for |HO-] in this acid solution is 0.81 X 
10-". Now, for oxygen, at 18° and 760 mm., there must be some concen- 
tration of bydroxide-ion, which we will call [C], at which the tendency of the 
oxygen to ionize is exactly balanced by the tendency of the hydroxide-ion to 
form oxygen — at this point the potential is 0. For any concentration (HO~l 
of the hydroxid&-ion, other than \C], a potential will exist to,, HO- " 0.0575 log 
j[C|/[HO-lj. Since for [HO-j =0.81 X I0-», we have a potential «o„HO- 
— -j- 1.508, these values can be introduced into the equation and the latter 
solved for IC]. We find thus [C] = 1.36 X 10", and orysen, at 18° and 760 mm. 
premvn, would be directiy in equitibrium urilk a solution in tohick [B0~] — 
1.36 X 10". At 18° and 760 mm. pressure a liter of oxygen contains 1/23.9 
mole, and thus we have for the condition of equilibrium [HO-]' : |OiI — 
(1.36 X 10")' : (1/23.9) - 8.2 X 10" - K. 
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When we combine the hydrogen and the oxygen electrodes, dip- 
ping into a solution of sodium chloride, we find a current is, in fact, 
established (the apparatus discussed on p. 281 is used), and it flows 
in the direction anticipated from the above development, the posi- 
tive current entering the voltmeter from the oxygen electrode.^ 

The potential of the hydrogen electrode, for a constant pres- 
sure of hydrogen, is dependent on the concentration of hydrogen- 
ion in the solution surroimding the electrode, exactly as the 
potential of a copper plate, against a solution of cupric-ion, de- 
pends on the concentration, or osmotic pressure, of cupric-ion in 
the solution in which the plate is immersed. The concentration 
of hydrogen-ion, in the present instance, is very small (0.9 X 10"^ 
at 18°), the solution being practically neutral; but the addition of 
an alkali must reduce its concentration far below even this value, 
since for water the product of the concentrations of hydrogen- 
ion and hydroxide-ion is a constant (p. 176) and the increase 
in the concen'tration of hydroxide-ion, produced by the addition 
of alkali, must decrease the concentration of the hydrogen-ion 
proportionally. We would expect, then, that the potential of 
the hydrogen electrode must increasCy when we add alkali to the 
solution surrounding it, the hydrogen now ionizing against a 
much smaller concentration of its ion. Such is in fact the case 
{exp.)j and the increase is found to be subject to a logarithmic 
function for the relation between potential and the concentra- 
tion of the ion, similar to that found to hold for copper and its 
ion.2 In the same way, the potential of the oxygen electrode 
must depend on the concentration^ of the hydroxide-ion in the 
solution bathing it. The addition of a strong acid, like sul- 
phuric acid, to this solution, by suppressing the hydroxide-ion, 
small as its concentration is, should increase the potential of the 

^ The most convenient form of electrode for this purpose consists (see 
Fig. 14) of a cylinder (about one inch long) of platinum gauze, which is 
fused to a glass tube and connected with a wire leading through the tube 
to some mercury, held in a small branch tube, fused into the main tube 
near its upper end. The gas is easily conducted to the platinum gauze elec- 
trode through such a tube. The cylijider of platinum gauze may be made 
by joining the ends of rolled gauze with pieces of molten glass. It is coated 
with platinum black. 

« C/. footnote 1, p. 278. 

» CjT. footnote 1, p. 279. 
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electrode and the total potential of the cell. This, in fact, is the 
case (exp.); the cell working under these conditions shows ua 
the largest potential yet observed.' 

The arrangement of the apparatus and the oourae of the current are shown 
in Fig. 14. The glasa tube of the hydrogen electrode ia connented with a. 
hydrogen generator, the tube ot the oxygen electrode with a cylinder or 
gasometer filled with oxygen. Tlie hydrogen electrode is connected with 
the negative pout of the voltmeter, the oxygen electrode witli the positive 
post. Since the hydrogen ionizes, under the conditions used, more rapidly 



,/" 



Xf 



than it ia formed from the small concentration of the hydrogen ions surround- 
ing the hydrogen electrode, hydrogen ions pasafrom the electrode into aolulion A, 
leaving a negative charge on the electrode; there is a migration of sodium 
iona through the salt bridge (see p. 254) to solution B, and the hydrogen ions 
formed combine with hydroidde iona and produce water. In a similar way, 
oxygen passes into soluiUm B in Che form oj hydroxide ions and these combine 
with hydrogen ions of the sulphuric acid, forming water; S07 iona migrate 
from the solution B through the salt bridge toward solution A and thus 
prevent polarization (p. 254). While water is an actual product ot the 
action ot the cell, working under these conditions, the eisenCial feature of the 
oiidation of hydrogen is its ionization — Hj — • 2 H+; it would be in the same 
condition of oxidation if the hydrogen ions combined with any negative ions 
other than HO~, or if they remaned ions (as they would, if sodium chloride 
surrounded the hydrogen electrode). Similarly, the essential feature of the 
reduction of oxygen ia its ionization in the form of H0~ ions; in the present 

' See Ostwald, Z. phya. Chem., 11, 521 (1893), Arrheaius, ibid., 11, 806 (1893), 
and Nemst, ibid., 14, 153 (1893), for a detailed discussion of oxygen-hydrogen 
gas odia. For more recent work, vide G. N. Lewis, J. Am. Chem, Soc., S8, 158 
(1905), where references to other recent investigations are given. 
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instance, these actually combine with hydrogen ions and form water, but the 
reduction of oxygen would also be accomplished, if the hydroxide ions remained 
ionized (as they would, if sodium chloride bathed the oxygen electrode). The 
formation of water is the result of a union of ions, following the oxidation- 
reduction reaction, which may be expressed in the following condensed form: 

2H,Jfc;4H+ 
2HOH+02t=?4HO- 

AT 

4H,0 

Summary. — We thus find that the oxidation of hydrogen by 
oxygen may be used to develop an electric current, exactly in the 
same way as the other oxidation and reduction reactions, which 
we have discussed, are found available for the same purpose. And 
at a given temperature, the oxidation is subject to the influence 
of analogous factors, — the solution-tension constants , the concen- 
traiions of the corresponding ions in the solutions surrounding the 
electrodes, and the concentrations of the gases. 

Interpretation of Oxidation-Reduction Reactions in Terms of 
the Oxygen-Hydrogen Gas Cell. — It is possible to interpret 
all classes of reversible oxidations and reductions, carried out in 
aqueous solutions, in terms of this so-called "oxygen-hydrogen 
gas cell," if the assumption is made that each oxidizing agents 
such as nitric acid, permanganate, dichromate, etc., has a tend- 
ency to liberate, either from its own molecules or by its action on 
water, oxygen of a definite concentration or pressure, and that each 
reducing agent, in turn, has a tendency to liberaie hydrogen, from 
water, of a definite pressure or concentration. The potential of 
the oxygen-hydrogen cell is dependent on the concentrations of 
the gases with which the electrodes are in contact:^ therefore, 
each oxidation and reducing agent, jrielding its own characteristic 
concentration of oxygen or hydrogen, respectively, would have a 
characteristic constant, corresponding to the solution-tension con- 
stants of the elements and measuring its oxidizing or reducing 
power. This interpretation of oxidation-reduction reactions has re- 
ceived extended attention and recognition. The study, just made, 
of the oxidation of hydrogen by oxygen, suflBciently suggests the 
treatment of oxidation and reduction from this viewpoint. 

Interpretation of Oxidation-Reduction Reactions in Terms ' 
of Direct Transfers of Electric Charges. — In the study of the 

1 C/. footnote 1, p. 261, and pp. 277-279. 
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oxidation of zinc by cupric-ion, Zni,+ Cu"*^T^Cu |+ Zn++, of 
the oxidation of iodides and eulphdies by ferric salts, 2 Fe"*^"^ 
+ 2I-r?2Fe++ + I,, and 2 Fe+++ + S= ;^ 2 Fe-H- + S i, and of 
similar actions, it has been possible to represent the oxidation- 
reduction actions as the result of direct transjers of eUciric charges 
between atoms and their ions.' In the following discussions, the 
attempt will Vie made to interpret, in the same terms, the oxidizing 
power of the most important remaining oxidizing agents, which 
include such compounds as nitricj permanganic, chromic, arsenic 
and similar oxygen acids. The interpretation will avoid the 
assumption of the liberation of oxygen and hydrogen, under hypo- 
thetical,' and, sometimes, enormous pressures, as intermediate 
products in the actions. 

Arsenic Acid as an Oxidizing Agent. — Arsenic acid is occa- 
sionally used as an oxidizing agent (e.g. in the aniline-dye in- 
dustry), and, although it is not a very powerful one, its study is 
of theoretical interest. If to a solution of potassium arseniate 
some potassium iodide is added, practically no iodine is liberated 
(exp.). If dilute hydrochloric acid, in excess, is added to this 
mixture, iodine is slowly liberated (exp.). But the addition of 
concentrated hydrochloric acid causes iodine to be liberated at 
once in very large amounts {exp.). We may ask in what way the 

' See pp. 42, 252, for the expreaeioa of the changes aa transfers of eUdrort*. 

* FredeDhagen, Z. anorg. Chem,, 29, 424 (1902), has brought interesting ex- 
perimental evidence of the charging of an electrode with gaseom oxygen, when 
femG-ion la the oxidizing agent in aqueous Bolutions. Whether the oxygen, 
which is Uberated by the action of the ferric-ion on water, 4 Fe+++ -j- 4 HO- f=i 
4 Fe++ + Oi + 2 HjO, is always Ike intermediate product and the direct oxi- 
dizing agent in aqueous eolution, can hardly be considered decided by the 
experiment — it may well be the product of a parallel aeiion, which must 
take place to a certmn extent, according to the laws of equilibrium, in a system 
containing both Fe"'"++ and HO- ions. The result hardly proves that oxygen 
must be the intermediate product in the main action, when ferric ions act as 
the oxidiEing agent. We may consider, for instance, a solution containing an 
iodide and a ferric salt: iodide ions have a far smaller affinity for their nega- 
tive charges (electrons) than hydroxide ions have, and, consequently, will 
transfer their negative charges (electrona) more readily to the ferric ions than 
the hydroxide iona would. The action, if oxygen were Jirs( Uberated, would 
lead to the same ultimate result, but the observation made by Fredenhagen 
would not prove that the main action would not nevertheless go by the shorter 
direct path rather than through an intermediate fonnatjon of oxygen. 
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addition of the concentrated acid causes such a decided difference 
in the ease and speed with which arsenic acid oxidizes the iodide- 
ion to free iodine and is reduced, in turn, to arsenious acid and its 
derivatives.^ 

We may recall the fact that a solution of potassium arseniate, 
to which dilute hydrochloric acid has been added, will remain clear 
for some time when the mixture is saturated with hydrogen 
sulphide (exp.). If a considerable excess of concentrated hydro- 
chloric acid is added to this mixture, hydrogen sulphide immedi- 
ately forms a dense precipitate (exp,) of arsenic pentasvlphide — 
presumably through the union of quinquivalent arsenic-ion with 
the sulphide-ion: 2 As+++++ + 5 S= t^ AS2S5 i (see p. 247). This 
behavior suggested that arsenic acid, although a moderately strong 
acid, might nevertheless be somewhat amphoteric, might have 
slight basic properties, as well as its ordinary acid functions. The 
relation is expressed in the equations:* 

3 H+ + AsOf i* CHOsAsO'^^^*^ As(0H)5 :^ As+++^h- + 5 HO". 

Since oxidations by arsenic acid involve its reduction to arseni- 
ous acid, containing trivalenty^ in place of quinquivalent arsenic, one 
might well suspect, that the oxidizing component is the quinquivalent 
arsenic-ion. As*'"'"* '", the discharge of two of whose positive charges 
would cause oxidation (e.g. of iodide-ion), exactly as the discharge 
of positive charges at the positive pole of an electric current causes 
oxidation (p. 252) : A8+++++ + 2 1" :;l As-h-^ + I2. 

^ According to the theory, that arsenic acid is an oxidizing agent because 
It gives up oxygen of a definite pressure, this pressure vxmtd he the more effec- 
tioey the more completely the opposing hydroxide-ion is suppressed by added acid 
(p. 280; see also p. 272, on the action of ferro-ion on silver-ion in the presence 
and in the absence of fluorides). 

* Only the simplest form of basic ionization of arsenic acid is considered. 
Intermediate ionization into As(0H)7, As(OH)r, etc. (see p. 249), is, of 
course, to be assumed in any complete investigation of the subject. 

' Arsenious acid As(0H)8, or HASO2, as well as its anions AsO^ and AsO.', 
may have their own characteristic tendencies to assume positive charges and 
be oxidized to arsenic acid and its derivatives (see footnote 1, p. 270). In 
alkaline solutions these tendencies, and the potentials corresponding to them, 
might well be more important factors in determining the course of an action, 
than the tendency of As++^* to form As' 'III. The discussion in the text, 
which deals primarily with acid solutions, does not exclude such relations. 



In a solution of potassium arseniate, we would have only the 
famtest trace of the ion As'''''''''*, since the addition of an alkali 
to the system, expressed in the above equations, would cany the 
reversible reactions towards the left. The addition of dilute 
hydrochloric acid to the system must carry the reactions towards 
the right and increase the concentration of As++"'"++; the addition 
of concentrated acid must increase the concentration of As' ' ' ' ' 
very much more. Even if the concentration of As++++^ remained 
minute, the oxidizing power would be increased proportionally 
to the ratio of the concentrations in the first and the last solutions. 
A millionfold increase in concentration, even when we are dealing 
with very small numbers, would imply a millionfold increase in 
the activity of the solution. If, then, the oxidizing component of 
arsenic acid is the quinquivalent ion, As'^^"'^"'', which would tend 
to discharge two of its positive (oxidizing) charges, arsenic acid 
should be a much more powerful oxidiaing agent in strong acid 
solution than in alkaline or neutral solutions. 

We thus arrive at the conclusion that the addition of hydro- 
chloric acid to a mixture of arseniate and iodide may be effective, 
in bringing about the reduction of the arseniate and the oxidation 
of the iodide, primarily because of its action on arsenic acid, perhaps 
by facilitating its ionization as a base, and that it is not effective 
through any action on the iodide, for instance by producing free 
hydroiodic acid, as is often assumed. This conclusion may easily 
be tested with the aid of the uhemometer (see p. 253): potassium 
arseniate against potassium iodide gives only the faintest possible 
current, barely perceptible with the aid of a very sensitive volt- 
meter.' The addition of hydrochloric acid to the beaker contain- 
ing the potassium iodide does not increase the potential {it rather 
decreases it somewhat), whereas the addition of the concentrated 
acid to the potassium arseniate solution produces a most decided 
increase in the potential^ (exp.). It is evident, therefore, that the 
addition of the acid is primarily and directly intended to increase 
the oxidizing power of tke arsenic add, rather than to increase the 
reducing power of the iodide. 

' A milli voltmeter is used for this experiment. 

' Se« footDote I, p. 2S'l, in regard to tlie interpretation of this experiment 
on tlie basis of tiie tlicory of liberation of oxygen by araenio acid. 
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The more common methods of expressing oxidation-reduction reactions of 
this type are illustrated in the following equations: 

NaiAs04 + 2 HI ?i± Na,AsOj + H,0 + I, (l)i 

and A80r + 2H+H-2I-<=>AsOr + H,OH-I,. (2) 

Both of these forms of expression give the net. results of the action correctly. 
Neither attempts to interpret the interesting and important fact that the 
reduction of arsenic acid is facilitated by the presence of acids (of hydrogen- 
ion). It is, at least, also permissible to consider As'' • • • ions to be present 
and to express the oxidation-reduction reaction with the aid of this concep- 
tion,* as has been done in the previous discussion. In the final analysis, this 
method seems to have the advantage of showing directly the changes of the 
valences* (electric charges) of the atoms involved in the oxidation-reduction, 
and it also expresses, clearly and definitely, the relation of the hydrogen-ion 
to the action.* The following case furnishes an illustration as to how the new 
point of view works out from the standpoint of a quantitative study of an 
oxidation-reduction reaction of this type^: uranyl salts, such as the sulphate 
U0sS04, are oxidizing reagents, which are readily reduced, particularly in add 
solutions, to uranous salts (e.g. to the sulphate, U(S04)s). The potential of a 
mixture of uranyl and uranous salts is found ^ to depend on the action expressed 
m the equation UOa-H- + 4 H+ + 2 © ^ U-H-44- + 2 HjO. For the condition 
of equilibrium (zero potential), it follows that 

[UOa^] X [H+]* ^ ^ ._^ 

[U-H-H-] "" ^equU. K^) 

The value of this constant, at 18°, is found, by calculation,* to be approxi- 
mately 1/10**. Now, the uranyl-ion UOa"^ may be assumed to have the 
power of ionizing, with the aid of water, to a very slight degree into ions 
XT' I I !■! I and H0-, according to 

+ 2HtO 

UOa-H- ^ U(OH)4-H-z:iU-H-4-H-f + 4H0-. (4) 

-2HtO 

For the ionization of an extremely weak base of this character, we have, 
further, [ U" 1 1 i i] x [H0-] VlUOa-H-] = k^^. And, since [H0-] = Khoh/[H+], 
we also find, by substitution and by solving for U' ' ' I 1 1 ^ 

[U+^-^-^j = [UO2++] X [H+]* X kba3e/KkoH- (5) 

^ Cf. Smith's General Inorganic Chemistry^ p. 712. 

' The essential feature of this point of view was first published by Abegg, 
Z. anorg. Chem., 39, 330 (1904), and Z. phys. Chem.y 43, 385 (1903); vide also 
Stieglitz, Am. Chem. J., 39, 51 (footnote) (1908), and Qualitaiive Analysis 
NoteSy University of Chicago (1905). Abegg's view has recently received sup- 
port from J. J. Thomson in his Corpuscular Theory of M oiler y p. 118. 

* H+ does not change its valence (charge) in the action, and yet it appears 
as an essential component in both styles of the current equations for the 
oxidation-reduction reaction. 

* A somewhat similar development of these relations, for arsenic acid, has 
been found in Abegg's Anorg. Chem.y III, 3, p. 552 (1907). 

6 Luther and Michie, Z.fur Elektroch., 14, 826 (1908). 

' The calculation is based on the results obtained by Luther and Michie. 
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In other words, loe may subslUtUe [U+++++-t-| and a eonelanl factor KJjoH/k]jg| 
for [UO1++I X [H"*"]' in the first term (numerator) of the oxidation-reduction 
equation (3), derived from Luther'a quantitative work. We thus obtain: 

'jJ^-K^di.Xkb„/Kl,oH-K, (8) 

which must agree just as well with the quantitative data,' as does the original 
equilibrium equation (3). It follows, that we may write the chemical equation, 
for the action in acid solutions, simply U++++++ j^ U++++, exactly ae we have 
Fe+++ <z» Fe++ (p. 269). |U' '■'■'■'■i-] cannot be meaaured, as yet, but in the 
analogous caae of Fe+++ 1^ Fe'++, where both terms of the equilibrium equation 
ftre acces«ble to direct measurement, the experimental evidence distinctly 
favors' the views expressed.' 

Permanganic Acid, Chromic Acids, etc., as Oxidizing Agents. — 

We may extend the same views to the oxidizing power of such im- 
portant agents as permanganic, dichromic, and nitric acids. In 
each case we may assume that the oxidizing component is a highly 
charged positive ion, e.g. in the case of KM11O4 a septavalent man- 
ganese-ion, Mn''' *■'■'■+'■*", whose oxidizing power will depend on its 
tendency to discharge part of its heavy positive electrical charge 
and whose efficiency, in accordance with the law of equilibrium, 
will also be proportional to the concentration, in which the highly 
charged ion is present. Permanganate is used as a favorite oxi- 
dizing agent in the laboratory, for instance, in the oxidation of 
ferrous to ferric salts in quantitative analysis; the action proceeds 
quantitatively and rapidly in acid solution, and the end of the 
action is recognized by the fact that the intense pink color of the 
permanganate is not destroyed {exp.}. 

' The proportion of UO1++ converted into U-H-h-h- would be bo minute, 
that in an experimental determination of the concentration [UOi"*^], the con- 
centration [U '■ I I I I 1 1 would no doubt be a negUgible quantity. 

' Peters, Z. phys. Chem.. 26, 193 (1898). 

* In other instances, the action of the hydrogen-ion in facilitating and 
accelerating chemical actions (often called its "catalytic effect ") has been 
explained, in a eimilar fashion, as being based on saU formation, followed by 
the ionization of the satis formed, the aclive components being the ions {vitU, 
for instance, Bredig, Z.fur EUkiroch., 9, 118 and 10, 5S6 (1904) and Sti^liti, 
Report of the Congress of ArU and Sciences, St, Louis, 4, 278 (1904) and Am. 
Chem. J., SB, 29, 415 (1908) and later articles). In many of these cases, the 
ion concentrations of the reacting components have not yet been accessible 
to direct measurements, but the viewpoint has been sustained by quantita- 
tive studies of analogous reactions, which were selected for study, because 
the factors involved could be measured (,qf. StiegUlz, loc. cU.). 
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If we bring permanganate, against potassium iodide, into the 
beakers of the chemometer (p. 253), we find that it is a much more 
vigorous oxidizing agent than is arsenic acid, and again we find 
that the addition of acid (sulphuric) to the permanganate solution 
enormously increases the potential (exp,) and therefore its oxidizing 
power. The addition of an acid would, obviously, enormously 
increase the concentration of a positive septavalent ion, if per- 
manganic acid is assumed to be, to a slight extent, base forming 
and therefore amphoteric: 

H++Mn07t^ (HO)MnO, *=± Mn(0H)7 ;;:^Mn ""'i i+ 70H-. 

— 3 HOH 

Similar experiments may be made with ferrous sulphate against 
permanganate. 

The oxidation of ferro-ion, or of iodide-ion, may be represented, 
most simply, by the equations: 

2M n' '"III + 10 Fe++ -> 2 Mn++ + 10 Fe+++ 
and 

2 Mn '""" + 10 1- -^ 2 Mn++ + 5 I2. 

Each heptavalent manganese ion is derived from a salt, such as MnX?' or 
MnjYy", and, consequently, when two manganese ions Mn' M II 11 are re- 
duced, ten univalent negative ions X', or five bivalent ions Y", are liberated 
and become available for salt formation with the ferric ions, produced, or 
with the hydrogen ions (from hydroiodic acid) set free by the oxidation of the 
iodide ions to iodine. 

Thus, the oxidation of ferrous sulphate by permanganate, in the presence of 
sulphuric acid, may be represented, in greater detail, by the equations: 

2 KMnO* + HjSO* ?:± K2SO4 + 2 HMnO* (1) 

2 HMnO* + 7 H2SO4 <=± MuzCSOOt + 8 HaO (2) 

Mn2(S04)7 <=± 2 Mn'"" " + 7 SOT (3) 

2 Mn' +7 SOT + 10 Fe-H-+ 10 SOT ?=± 2 Mn"^+ 10 Fe"*^ + 17 SOT (4) 

4i± 2 MnSO* + 5 FeaCSOOs (5) 

Analogous results are obtained with potassium chromate or 
dichromate against potassium iodide, ferrous sulphate, hydrogen 
sulphide, and other reducing agents. 

Nitric Acid. — It is characteristic of nitric acid that, ionized 
as an acid, it is not a powerful oxidizing agent; that is, the nitrate- 
ion, NO7, is not the oxidizing component. For instance, a 
nitrate, such as potassium nitrate, in aqueous solution, does not 
appreciably oxidize ferro-ion or iodide-ion (exp,). Concentrated 
nitric acid, or a mixture of a large excess of concentrated sul- 



phuric acid with a nitrate, are far more effective in oxidizing the ' 
substances mentioned, as shown by experiments with the chemora- 
eter and with the mixtures described. It is significant that, in 
concentrated nitric acid, and in the presence of concentrated sul- 
phuric acid, the basic ionization of nitric acid 

+ + 5H0- 

would he facilitated by the high concentration of hydrogen-ion. 

Summary. — In every instance, then, we find that it is possible 
to produce an electric current by using one of these common, 
powerful oxidizing agents in aqueous solution, just as it is possible 
with oxygen and with the simpler agents disclosed earlier. What- 
ever the theory of the formation of the current, whether we are 
dealing, in the last cases considered, with acids which have the 
capacity to ionize minimally as bases, forming highly charged 
positive ions, whose discharge involves an oxidation of the sub- 
stance receiving the discharged electricity, or whether we accept 
the view that oxygen is liberated by them in exceedingly con- 
centrated form and tends to form in aqueous solutions the 
hydroxide -ion, H0~, unquestionably the closest possible relation 
has been estabhshed between oxidation-reduction reactions and 
electrical relations, as formulated on the basis of the theory of 
ionization. In all cases, at a constant temperature, as demanded 
by the law of mass action, the net result of an action will depend 
on constant factors, measuring the tendencies of atoms to assume 
or lose electric charges (electrons), and on mriable factors, the 
concentrations of the reacting components. 

Oxidation of Organic Compounds. — In conclusion, it may 
be asked whether the oxidation of organic compounds may also 
hfi brought into relation with electrical charges and interpreted 
on the basis of the theory which has been presented. For this 
purpose we may study the oxidation of one of the simplest of 
oi^anic compounds, formaldehyde CHjO, which forms the active 
component in solutions of formalin. Formaldehyde is also inti- 
mately related to some of the most important food products, 
the carbohydrates, whose oxidation is utilized in the animal 
economy. It is formed' in the green leaves of plants by the re- 

» Uflher and Priestley, Proc. Roy. Soc., B, 77, 369 (1906); 78, 318 (1908). 
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duction of carbon dioxide, absorbed from the atmosphere, with the 
aid of the energy of the sun's light : CO2 + H2O — » CH2O +O2. It is 
readily condensed, forming glucose (6 CH2O --> C6H12O6), cane sugar 
C12H22O11, and still more complex carbohydrates, such as starch. 

Formaldehyde, like other aldehydes, is readily oxidized. A 
favorite reagent, used in oxidizing it, is an ammoniacal solution of 
silver nitrate (exp.), the separation of silver from such a solution 
being a characteristic reaction of aldehydes. The reagent is ren- 
dered still more sensitive by the addition of sodium or potassium 
hydroxide.^ We may ask how we would interpret, from the point 
of view of the electric theory of oxidation and reduction, the oxida- 
tion of formaldehyde and the reduction of silver nitrate to silver, 
under these conditions. According to the theory, the oxidizing 
agent in silver nitrate is the silver-ion, the discharge of which 
gives positive electricity, which the oxidized substance, the for- 
maldehyde, must absorb. But in a silver nitrate solution there is 
a far larger concentration of the silver-ion than in an ammoniacal 
solution (p. 220), containing the same total concentration of 
silver. The complex silver-ammonium-ion AgCNHs)^, it may be 
recalled, is a rather stable one,* and, consequently, the addition of 
ammonia to silver nitrate should decidedly weaken its oxidizing 
power. Still, the practical use of ammonia, especially in com- 
bination with sodium hydroxide, is found to be most eflfective. 
We are led to suspect that, in spite of the untoward eflfect of 
ammonia on the oxidizing power of the silver compound, an alka- 
line solution is desirable for the sake of the eflfect of the alkali 
on formaldehyde, the reducing substance involved. To follow up 
this conclusion, we must next consider, in some detail, the nature of 
formaldehyde; we shall presently find that the conclusion, which 
we have just reached, as to the probably favorable eflfect of alkali 
on the reducing power of formaldehyde, will be verified by experi- 
ments, which the consideration of formaldehyde will suggest. 

The oxidation of formaldehyde may most clearly be formulated 
on the basis of views, developed by Nef, on the formation of methy- 
lene' derivatives, containing bivalent carbon atoms. A solution 

1 Tollens, Ber. d. chem. Ges., 16, 1635 (1882). 
* [Ag+] X [NH,lV[Ag(NH,)+] = 1/10^ 

' Methylene CH2, itself, has never been isolated, but derivatives of it are 
known, such as the cyanides, C(NH), C(NK) (see pp. 66, 237). 
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of formalin contains formaldehyde in a variety of forms, in & 
very complex condition of equilibrium. Of these compounds, the 
aldehyde, CHsO, probably exists in two forms, which have the same 
composition and molecular weight, but which differ in the arrange- 
ment of the atoms in the molecules (in the structure of the mole- 
cules); we probably have CH2=0^ CH{OH), the former of 
which (CHa = 0) is, most likely, by far the more stable and the 
chief one of these two substances, present under ordinary condi- 
tions. The second compound CH(OH) may be present in traces 
only. One difference, we note, lies in the position of one of the 
hydrogen atoms in the respective molecules; the second form con- 
tains a hydroxide group (OH), which gives it the properties of 
an acid and renders it capable of forming salts CH(OMe) with 
bases. But the molecule of this second form also would contain 
a carbon atom, only two of whose valences are satisfied (by H and 
OH), two of the ordinary four valences of a carbon atom being 
thus left free or UTisaiurated. We may indicate the two free 
carbon valences in the formula = CH(OH). Such an unsatu- 
rated, bivalent carbon atom — C would be particularly sensitive to 
oxidation.^ 

Besides these two forms, a formalin solution also contains a 
polymerized form, probably (CHiO)z, which in dilute solution, or 
under the influence of heat, slowly breaks down into formaldehyde, 
(CHsO), j=t 2 CHjO. 

The addition of alkali to the mixture probably leads to the 
formation of the salt = CH(OMe)i thus disturbing all the con- 
ditions of equilibrium and leading to the transformation of a very 
muck larger part of the aldehyde into a cainpound containing the 
characteristic unsaturated {bivalent) carbon, than was originally 
present. The aldehyde will thus become more susceptible to oxi- 
dation as a result of the enormous increase in the concentration 
of the oxidizable component. We may assume this to be either 
the salt, = CH(OMe), or its negative ion, = CH(0~), or both, or 
some analogous derivative. Further, the two free valences of a 
bivalent carbon atom may be considered to consist of a positive 
and a negative charge of electricity, either actual or potential,' 
and the oxidation will consist primarily in the absorption of two 

 Potassium cyanide, = C(NK), is a powerful reducing agent (see p. 89). 

• Pp. 65, 66. 
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posUive charges, from the oxidizing agerd, to convert the negative 
charge on the carbon atoniy say in iCH(ONa), into a positive charge.^ 
If the oxidizing agent is alkaline silver nitrate solution; we may 
formulate the successive actions as follows: 

(NaO)HC± + 2 Ag^ ^ (NaO)HCt + 2 Ag j . 

The two positive silver ions correspond to two negative ions, e,g, 
hydroxide ions H0~, which are set free by the discharge of the 
silver ions, and which, in turn, will combine with the oxidized 
carbon atom holding the two positive charges: 

(NaO)HCt + 2 HO" ^ (NaO)HC(OH)2 -^ (NaO)HC: O + H2O. 

The salt formed, HC02Na, is sodium formatey which is the first 
isolated product of the oxidation of formaldehyde. 

It would appear, from this point of view, that the alkaline nature 
of the silver nitrate mixture is advantageous primarily because 
a base is required by the formaldehyde, the reducing agent, to 
convert it into some readily oxidizable form. And the proved 
efficiency of the alkaline mixture (see above) makes it appear 
probable that the advantage gained by this result more than offsets 
the loss in oxidizing power ^ suffered by the silver nitrate following 
the suppression of its real oxidizing component, the silver-ion, 
when, in the presence of ammonia, the latter is converted largely 
into the ion, Ag(NH3)t. Ammonia, in turn, is employed in the 
oxidizing mixture, essentially with the object of preventing the 
precipitation of the silver-ion, as silver oxide, by the hydroxide- 
ion of an alkaline mixture. These conclusions, as well as, in 
particular, the main conception that in the oxidation of formalde- 
hyde there is an actual transfer of electrical charges, may be 
fully confirmed with the aid of the chemometer.^ 

Exp. a small beaker, containing a platinum electrode, which is connected 
with the positive post of the voltmeter, is half filled with a solution of silver 
and sodium nitrates. A similar small beaker, containing a platinum elec- 
trode leading to the negative post of the voltmeter, is charged with a solu- 
tion of sodium nitrate (to render the solution a good conductor) and with 
some formalin. The solutions in the two beakers are connected by means of 
a salt-bridge containing sodium nitrate. 

* If a negative charge is an electron, a positive charge the absence of an 
electron in an atom, the bivalent carbon atom loses two electrons, when it is 
oxidized. 

« See Stieglitz, Science, 27, 774 (1908). 
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Only a very slight current is produced under theae conditions; 
the potential between silver nitrate and formaldebyde is found to 
be extremely small. If, now, sodium hydroxide is added to the 
formalin mixture, an enormous increase in potential is observed, 
proving, unmistakably, ttiat the addition of the alkali to the for- 
malin solution enormously increases the concejiiratian of the reading, 
oxidizable componenl.^ 

When some ammonia is added to the silver nitrate mixture, we 
find, as anticipated, that the oxidizing power of the silver solution 
is greatly reduced, the silver-ion being converted into the complex 
ion, Ag(NH3)t; but the potential is still very much greater than 
the potential between silver nitrate and formalin without any 
alkali — which shows that the advantage of using alkali with the 
fonnaldehyde greatly outweighs the disadvantage of using ammonia 
with the silver nitrate. 

An electric current may also be readily obtained by combining 
alkaline formaldehyde with other oxidizing agents — for instance 
with an oxygen electrode (p. 279). We find {exp.) that the oxidation 
proceeds with remarkable ease under these conditions. Perman- 
ganate, dichromate, etc., may be substituted for oxygen, with the 
same general result. 

Suimnary. — It is clear, then, that the oxidation of an organic 
substance may readily be interpreted as consisting, ultimately, In 
a transfer of electrical charges, of exactly the same nature, as is 
found in the other oxidation reactions which we have considered, 

' The oxidation occurs essentially in tbe same manner as described (p. 292) 
for the action of formaldehyde on ammoniacal silver solution, when they are 
brought together in a single vessel. In the present case, where the action is 
used to produce an electric current, there is a migration of negaliw ions into 
the formaliD solution through the salt-bridge (p. 254). For every two silver 
ions discharged on the electrode in the silver nitrate solution, two hydroxide 
ions are liberated in the formaldehyde solution, aa a result of this migration, 
and they combine with the oxidized carbon atom. Tbe oxidation may be 
expressed, then, simply as follows; 

(NaO)HC± -I- 2 © -I- 2 HO- -f (NaO)HCt + 2 HO- 
-.(NaO)HC:0-t-H,0. 
By comparison with the equations given on p. 292, it is evident, that the only 
difference lies in the fact tbattlieposifiivc'iar^s, in the present case, are carried 
to the formaldehyde salt through melal wirea and a metal eUctrode, while pre- 
viously they were discharged diTvetty by tUver iona on the formaJdehyde salt. 
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and that the conditions for producing a maximum current, as 
investigated with the aid of the chemometer, give us, again, 
important guidance in following the course of the reactions. It 
is needless to say that the oxidation of other organic compounds, 
such as glucose, alcohol, 'etc., may be profitably studied from the 
same point of view. 

It also follows, from the conclusions reached, that, under proper 
experimental conditions, electricity, in the form of a current, must 
be capable of eflfecting the oxidation, or the reduction, of organic 
as well as inorganic compounds (p. 252). Extended investigations 
have, indeed, shown that electric currents belong to the most impor- 
tant and efficient agents for this purpose, because the oxidation, or 
the reduction, of the organic compound becomes susceptible to the 
most exact control through the regulation of the potentials used.^ 

Tables and Summaries. — In the first table the equilibrium (solution- 
tension) constants of a number of metab and non-metallic elements are given. 
The table is followed by brief explanations of its meaning and a summary <A 
some of its more important applications. 

TABLE! OF EQUILIBRIUM (SOLUTION-TENSION) CONSTANTS (IN MOLAR 

TERMS) AND OF POTENTIAL DIFFERENCES BETWEEN ELEMENTS 

AND THEIR IONS IN UNIMOLAR AQUEOUS SOLUTIONS. 



Element, Ion. 



K,K+ «... 

Na,Na+ » . 

Ba,Ba^ . 

Sr,SrH- . . 

Ca,Ca^-+- . 
Mg,Mg++ 

A1,AI-H4- 4 

Mn,Mn++ , 
Zn,Zn-H- . 
Cd,Cd-H- . 
Fe,Fe-H-6 . 



E.P. 



Bl., Im. 



K 



loo. 



(-2.92) 


6X10» 


-2.44 


2.5X10« 


(-2.54) 


2.1X10« 


(-2.49) 


4.0X10" 


(-2.28) 


2.0X10^ 


(-2.26) 


4.1X10" 


-0.999? 


1.3X10»* 


-0.798 


5.7X10" 


-0.493 


1.4X10" 


-0.143 


9.5X10* 


-0.122? 


1.8X10* 



1 The table is based on Wilsmore's compilation of solution-tension potentials, Z. phyt, 
CAem.. 86, 91(1901). 

s Values in parentheses have been estimated by indirect measurements. 

« G. N. Lewis, J. Am. Chem. Soc, 82, 1467 (1910). 

* Values marked with 7 are uncertain. 

B Calculated from the data of Richards and Behr (Z. phys. Chem.t 68, 301 (1907)), who found 
the potential of iron against 0.5 molar FeSOt to be — 0.15 volt. The degree of ionization of 
0.5 molar FeSO« is taken as 22%. [A = 25.8 (Kohlrausch and Holbom, loc. cii,^ p. 152) and 
Aqo is taken as 117, as for ZnSO« {ibid., p. 200).] On account oi the doubtful value for the 
degree of ionization, the values in the table are marked ?, but the value found by Richards 
and Behr appears to be quite accurate. , 

1 Cf. Nerast, Theoretical Chemistry (1904), p. 739, and the applicatioDS 
mentioned there. 
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TABLE OF KQUILIBRIOM CONSTANTS, ETC. (Conii, 



Elemmt, Ion. 


E- *■„,.,„. 


K^.. 




+0,0138? 

+0.103 7 

< +0-085 

+0.129 

+0-277 

+0-606 

< +0.570 

<+0,668 

< +0.743 

+1-027 

+1.048 

<+I.140 

< + l-356 

(+2,24) 

+ 1.694 

+ 1,270 

+0,797 7 

+0.008 


0.3314 
l,8XI0-< 

<1.1X10-' 
3,3X10-= 
1,52X10-' 
8,3X10-" 

<2,7X10-'> 

< 1-4X10^ 
<l,7X10-»' 

1 -38X10-" 
6X10-" 
5X10-" 

< 1,8X10-" 
SOXIO" 
3,16X10" 
1.23X10" 
7-26XI0-' 
1.36X10" 










Cu,Cu-H-. . . 










aIa^-;;::::,"::;::::::;:::;: 










Br,, Br- 


ill" 







h Urn, Chcm. J.. 41, SOS l.\W9)). The si 



witb which otygea under atmoapheiic 



The potential diffcreDces, given in the table, nre based on the uBSumption 
that the absolitte zero of potential is nt such a point, that the so-called stand- 
ard normal calomel electrode has a value of + 0-56 volt relative to thie zero 
(e/, Ostwald, Z. phys. Chem., 36, 97 (1901)). The exact determination of this 
value ia a very difficult matter. Recently Palmaer {ibid.. 69, 129 (1907)), 
located the abaolut« zero a.t a point 0,04 volt more positive than the above, 
making the absolute potential of the normal calomel electrode, approximately, 
+ 0.52 volt- To refer potentials, given in this book, to this new zero, one 
would subtract 0.04 volt from all positive potentials and add 0.04 to the num- 
bers representing negative potentials (e.g. B. P.2q Zn"*^ would Ijecome — 0.569 
ia place of — 0-529 volt). Since the tg^Uibrium (solutio>t-ie/ision) conatants 
are calculated from the potential differences referred to the absolute zero 
(p. 259), any change in the zero involves corresponding changes in the values 
of the equilibnum constants, as calculated for this book. However, it should 
be noted that all potential differences would be corrected by the some con- 
stant quantity (0.04 volt for Palmaer's sero): ail the eguUibrium amstanU for 
univalent melaUic torts wouid be increased proportionally to a canslarU factor c 
(c is very nearly equal to 5, for Palmaer's zero), the equilibrium constants 
for bivalent metallic ions would be increased proportionally to f, etc. The 
equilibrium ratio for two metals and their ions u'ould in no wise be chanoed 
by these alterations: e.g. for the equilibrium between zinc and copper and 
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thdr ions (p. 267), K^^ — K^-h-ZKo^-h- ; the factor c* would be intro- 
duced into both terms of the ratio and would not affect the value of the 
latter. For the condition of equilibrium between silver and copper and 
their ions (p. 267) K^^^ = K*^+/Kq^-H., and since (c)* = c*, this equi- 
librium ratio would also not be affected. For elements, which produce nega- 
tive ions, the corresponding correction factors would be 1/c, 1/c*, etc., and the 
equilibrium relations between two such elements and their ions likewise would 
remain unchanged. Since these equilibrium reUttions are the significant ones 
in this work, and since our conclusions have been based on them, it is clear 
that a change in the absolute zero would not affect the conclusions reached. 
On account of the uncertainty attaching to the determination of the abso- 
lute zero of potential, it is preferred, in practice, to report the experimentally 
determined potentials as measured against a constant, well-defined electrode 
(such as the calomel electrode or a hydrogen electrode) and thus to eliminate 
the variation, which a change in the determination of the zero poteatial 
would make necessary. However, for an elementary discussion of oxidation- 
reduction reactions, from the same viewpoint as is used in considering all 
other reversible chemical actions, the idea of the absolute potential has certain 
advantages, making a uniform treatment possible. 

1. Meaning of Kj^, Under Kj^^ is given, for each element, the concen- 
tration of its iony with which the element would be directly in equilibrium at 
the ordinary temperature (see p. 258). The constants for gaseous elements 
represent the constants of the gases under atmospheric pressure. 

2. The Condition for Equilibrium hettveen Two Elements and Their Ions, 
The condition of equilibrium in a system of two elements and their ions may be 
found with the aid of the constants Kj^^, as follows: For Zn J, + Cu++ 7± Zn++ 
H- Cu i we have for the condition of equilibrium (see p. 267) 

[SFF] - K and K - g-^ - 3.3 x 10-» " ^"^ ^ ^^- 

Zinc-ion must be present in enormous excess in the condition of equilibrium 
and zinc will precipitate copper from solutions of cupric salts until this relation 
is established. The suppression of the cupric-ion — by precipitation in the 
form of insoluble salts or by conversion into very stable complex ions — makes 
[Cu++1 exceedingly small and makes it increasingly difficult for zinc to precipi- 
tate copper, and, under certain conditions, the ordinary course of the action 
may be reversed (p. 268). 

For Cu J,+ 2 Ag+^ Cu-H- + 2 Ag J,, we have (p. 267) 

lA^ - K and K - ^^ - (^ x 10-i»)« " ^.3 X W». 

3. Potential Differences Calculated with the Aid of Kj^, For metaUic tie- 
mentSf which send out positive ions, in contact with an aqueous solution con- 
taining the ion in concentration [C], the potential difference is (see p. 261) 

0.0575 , [C] ,, 
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fuid for elements which form negative ions (see footnote 1, p. 261), 
0.0575 , fC| „ 

In these equations v represents the valence of the ion. It is clear that for the 
coiMlition of equifibrium, in which [C] = K|gQ, the potential is 0. Further, 
(or the potential difference between copper and a cupric salt solution in which 
lOu'*^'] = 1, we would have 



< 10-" 



-log „„ '■„ „ = 21.08 X ^^^ =4-0.606 volta. 



4. Meaning of B. P.gif,,,^, /„„. Under E. P-Eiement Ion ^^^ table gives the 
potential difference in voUg, calculated for the element named and an aqueou* 
lolution of its ion in unit concenlratum (one gram-ion per liter). For instance, 
for zinc and [Zn++] = I (65.4 grams zinc-ion per liter), we have a potential 
E. P.2n zn-H- = —0,493. The signs used, in accordance with the convention 
adopted (p. 361), indicate the character of the charge on the element etecirode 
(which is named firet in the subscript to E. P.). For instance, zinc in a solu- 
tion in which [Zn-H-] = I would acquire a negative charge (p. 266), the potential 
difference E. P.zn.Zn''^ being —0.493 according to the table; silver, immersed 
in a solution in wliich [Ag^-| = 1, would acquire a positive charge, the poten- 
tial difference E. P.Ag,Ag+ = +104S. 

The potentials given for the gaseous elements represent the potentials of 
the gases under 760 mm, pressure. 

5. Potential Differences Calcalated mlh Ike Aid of E. P-eimtru.tm- The 
potential corresponding to any concentration [C] of a metal ion may be found 
from the equation ' 

^.,Io„, = E. P.Ei.,Ion + ^^iDg [C] VOlU. 

and the potential for any concentration [C] of the ions of elements forming 
negalive tons is found ' according to 

„ „ 0.0675, ,_,, „ 
•eI.Io™* = E.PEi..ioa —]oBlC]volU. 

6. The Condition for Equilibnum belwesn Two Metaia and Their lont, 
Caladaled vrith the Aid of E. P^Eiemtnt lop' ^^e condition for equilibrium in 
a system of two metals and their ions is determined by the fact that the poten- 
tial of the system must be whcD equilibrium is established. We have, for 
instance for the two metals zinc and copper and their ions, Zn-'*'- and Cu^M-, 
for Zn J, +Cu-H-j:^Ou J, + Zn"''*' the condition for equilibrium that 'Co.Cu** 
— *Zo,Zn++ = **■ According to the equation given in i 5, we have, then, for 
the condition of equilibrium, 

JEPcc." +°-f^'i.«lc«"l j - |e.p„.,,.„+ "-^^.iz^^l .0. 

' Le Blanc, Elektroekemie, p. 215; v is the valence of the iod. 
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Then 



0.0575 



++ 



log { [Zn+4-]/[Cu+f] } = E.P.CU.CU++ - E.P.z,,z, 

= +0.606 -(-0.493) = 1.099. 

From the last relation we find log { [Zn-H-]/[Cu-H-] } = 38.2261, and there- 
fore, for the condition of equilibrium, [Zn-H-]/[Cu-H-] = l.*;^ x IC*. 

7. Equilibrium Constants for Elements with Variable ConcerUralion, The 
concentration of a pure metal at a given temperature may be considered a 
constant, except in the case of extremely thin films of the metal (p. 258). 
The concentration of hydrogen, and of 'the non-metallic elements given in 
the table, is variable, and Kjon has a definite value only when the concentra- 
tion of the element is defined (see the preceding table, footnotes 3, 4, p. 295). 
For certain estimations the equUibrium constantSy which show the relation be- 
tween the two variables, namely the concentration of the element and that of 
its ion, are very helpful (see pp. 274 and 275). In the following table some of 
the more important equilibrium constants of this nature are given. 

TABLE OF EQUILIBRIUM CX)NSTANTS. 



Elemrat. 


^equil.' 


Hydrogen: [H+]« : [H2] 

Oxygen: [HOI* : [O2] 


5.6XlO-» 
8.2X10« 
2X10«> 
5.6X10» 


Chlorine: [Cl-p : [CI2I 

Iodinei:[I-]2 : [I2] 





The significance of the constants is indicated by the ratios given in the 
table. The relation of these constants to those given in the first table may 
be seen from the following illustration. For hydrogen we have H2 ^ 2 H+. 
The first table tells us that hydrogen, at 18° under atmospheric pressure, is in 
equiUbrium with its ion when the concentration of hydrogen-ion is 1.52 X 10~* 
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(under Kion)- Now, a mole of hydrogen at 18° occupies 22.4 X s^o = 23.9 

liters imder atmospheric pressure, and its concentration (per liter) is therefore 
1/23.9 mole. Then equilibrium exists, when [H2] = 1/23.9 and [H+] = 1.52 
X 10-« and Kequii. = [H+]'' : [H2I = (1.52 X lO"*)* X 23.9 = 5.6 X 10"^. 

1 The value of the constant, as given, is only an approximate estiniation 
(p. 273). 




CHAPTER XVI 
SYSTEMATIC ANALYSIS FOR ACID IONS 

The systematic analysis for acid ions is made on a plan diifering 
in an important particuiar from the systematic analysis for metal 
ions. The latter, as has been seen, are divided into groups, which, 
by precipitation or solution of characteristic salts, are successively 
separated from subsequent groups, before the isolated groups are 
analyzed. That is, in general, a group of metal ions is examined 
in the absence of the ions of ail other groups. Acid ions are also 
divided into groups, but, as a rule, the groups are not separated 
from each other for analysis. The reason for this difference in 
procedure is found, chiefly, in the fact that foreign acid ions inter- 
fere' to a smaller degree with the specific testa for the ions of a 
group, than is the case in the analysis for metal ions. 

Grouping of Acid Ions. — While there is general agreement, 
among the most important systems of analysis, in the grouping of 
metal ions, there is notable variation in the way in which acids are 
grouped by different authors. We shall confine ourselves here to 
the consideration of two different modes of general procedure and 
not discuss differences in minor details. 

If acids were present only in the form of the free acids or of 
their alkali salts, the division into groups could naturally and 
profitably be made to include groups, which are identified by 
reactions carried out in neutral or alkaline solution, as well as by 
such as are made in add solutions. Now, cations other than the 
alkali ions are liable to interfere with tests designed for alkaline 
or neutral solutions. For instance, a group of acid ions, in which 
the phosphate-ion is included, is characterized by the fact that the 
acids form barium salts, which are soluble in acid but not in 
neutral or alkaline solutions. The absence or presence of such a 
group may be recognized, if no cations other than the alkali metal 
ions are present, by the addition of barium chloride to the solu- 
tion and by careful neutralization of any free acid, by ammonium 



' Id the few cases when there is iatorferencc, it is provided agaiast. 
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hydroxide. Barium phosphate and the barium salts of the other 
acids of the group will be precipitated, if their ions are present. 
It is clear, however, that a number of metal ions must inter- 
fere with the test. For instance, a solution of aluminium nitrate 
or of ferric chloride, treated with barimn chloride, and with am- 
monimn hydroxide to neutralize the acid present in the solution 
as a result of the hydrolysis of the salt, would give a precipitate 
of aluminium hydroxide or of ferric hydroxide, and not of barium 
salts. The formation of a precipitate under these conditions evi- 
dently will not constitute any basis whatever for reaching a con- 
clusion as to the presence or absence of acid ions, such as can form 
precipitates of barimn salts under the same circmnstances. 

Systematic Analysis for Acid Ions, Based on the Removal of 
Metal Ions other than the Alkali Metal Ions. — On account of 
this kind of interference, by cations other than those of the alkali 
group, with a number of group and specific tests for anions, that 
may be made in neutral or alkaline solutions, provision is made, in 
most systems of analysis, for the removal of such ions by proper 
treatment of the substance under examination with sodium car- 
bonate. Interfering metal ions are thereby converted into carbon- 
ates or hydroxides which are insoluble in water, while the acids 
form sodium salts which pass into solution in water. Occasion- 
ally, recourse is also taken to hydrogen sulphide to remove ions of 
the arsenic and copper groups. 

The treatment with sodium carbonate, while advantageous in 
certain cases, is not uniformly successful^: it is also frequently 
complicated by the presence of amphoteric bases or of organic 
substances, and frequently demands treatments and tests beyond 
those made with the solution thus prepared. Furthermore, if a 
group is found to be present, say a group of acid ions forming 
barium or calcium salts insoluble in water, but soluble in acids,* 
all the acids of the group, which have not been found to be present 
or absent in the analysis for metal ions,' must be specifically 

^ C/. Fresenius, Qvxditative Analysis , p. 520. 

2 The group includes phosphate, borate, fluoride, oxalate, silicate, arsenite, 
arseniate, chromate and tartrate ions. 

* The ions of the amphoteric acids, arsenic and arsenious acids, and chromate- 
ion, which is reduced by hydrogen sulphide to chromium-ion, are found in the 
systematic analysis for metal ions. 
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tested for, although they may all be absent and the only representa- 
tive of the group present may be an Son previously found in the 
analysis for metal ioas.' Then, too, when the group is found to 
be absent by the group test, more sensitive tests for some of the 
acid ions of the group must still be made to insure their complete 
absence.' 

While much may be said in favor of the systematic analysis for 
acid ions, based on the preparation of a solution containing only 
the alkali salts of the anions, and wftife one should be familiar 
with the plan and be able to have recourse to it at mil, yet the 
drawbacks mentioned suggest another basis for the analysis. 

Systematic Analysis for Acid Ions in Acid Solution. — If the 
systematic analysis for acid ions is carried out entirely in acid 
solviions, interference of cations with teats for anions is rarely 
met with and in those rare cases may be easily provided against. 
Such a method of systematic analysis in acid solution is frequently 
more direct and more convenient than a method based on the 
removal of cations other than the alkali metal ions. Almost all 
of the most characteristic tests for anions, as it is, are carried 
out in acid solutions, and only a very few good testa, which must 
be made in neutral or alkaline solution, are sacriBced by placing 
the emphasis on those carried out in acid solutions. The method, 
on the whole, has proved a time-saving and convenient one, with- 
out loss in the trustworthiness of the results. 

Desirability of Experience with Both Methods. — It is dear- 
able to have experience with both methods, and to learn by such 
experience, when to have recourse to the one or the other method. 
Suggestions as to the choice of method are given in the Laboratory 
Manual, p. 119. 

The Groups of Acid Ions. — The arrangement of the acid ions 
into groups, for analysis in acid solution, does not differ in any 
essential respect from the arrangement based on the use of solu- 
tions of sodium salts of the acid ions — only one group test, which 
must be made in neutral solutions, is omitted when the acid solu- 
tion is used, and the individual members of this group are tested 

' Theioneofthe amphoteric acids, arsenic and arsenious acids, and chromate- 
ion, which is reduced by hydrogen sulpliide to chro mi tun-ion, are found 
syHtematic analyaiB for metal ions. 

• See Freaeniua, Ux. eU., p. 611, twtnote, and p, 520. 
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for, specifically. As that is also very frequently necessary when 
solutions of sodium salts are used, no notable sacrifice in con- 
venience is made. 

Since the grouping for both methods of analysis may be made 
the same, the following grouping of acid ions has been adopted. 
Only the group characteristics are given; the members of the 
groups are described in detail in the Laboratory Manual (Part III). 

L Ions of Amphoteric Adds and of Related Adds. This group 
includes those acids whose amphoteric character, or whose ready 
reduction by hydrogen or ammonium sulphide, leads to their 
being found, or indicated, in the systematic analysis for metal ions. 

II. The Carbonate Group, This group includes those acids 
whose physical properties (insolubility), or the physical proper- 
ties of decomposition products of which (carbon dioxide is a 
decomposition product of carbonic acid), usually lead to their 
discovery in the course of the preparation of solutions or of the 
analysis for cations. 

III. The Sidphate Group. The barium salts of this group of 
acid ions are insoluble in add solution. Barimn nitrate, added 
to a solution acidified with nitric acid, is the group reagent. 

IV. The Chloride Group. The anions of this group form silver 
saUsy which are insoluble in nitric add. Silver nitrate, added to 
a solution acidified with nitric acid, is the group reagent. 

V. The Phosphate Group. A test for this group, as a whole, 
can be made only if cations other than the alkali metal ions are 
absent : the barium salts of the acid ions of the group are insolu- 
ble in neutraly but soluble in strongly addy solutions. .Barium 
nitrate, used with a neutral solution, is the group reagent in the 
absence of metal ions other than the alkali metal ions. In the 
presence of other cations, the three members of the group, which 
are not found in some other group,^ namely: phosphate, borate and 
fluoride ions, are tested for specifically, and the group test omitted. 
Phosphate-ion is tested for in nitric acid solution, in the same 
solution as is used for the tests for groups III and IV. 

* Other acid ions which would show the group test — precipitation of a barium 
salt in a neutral solution — are determined in other groups, as follows: arse- 
nite, arseniate and chromate ions in the group of amphoteric acids, etc. (I); 
carbonate and silicate ions in the carbonate group (II); and oxalate and 
tartrate ions in the group of organic acids (VII). 
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VI. The Nitrate Group. The salts of the acids of this group are 
readily soluble in water and specific testa for the acid ions are 
made; there is no group test, 

VII. The Group of Organic Acids. This group need only be 
considered when a test for organic matter reveals its presence. 

Applications of Physico-Chemical Principles and Theories. — 
The physico-chemical principles and theories, which have been 
■developed in the previous chapters, naturally apply also to the 
reactions by which acid ions are identified. In many cases such 
characteristic reactions are identical with reactions studied in 
connection with the metal ions. For matance, the precipitation of 
silver chloride, used to identify the silver-ion (reagent, chloride- 
ion), may be used, with certain precautions, to identify chloride- 
ion as well (reagent, silver-ion). 

In the following, only a few typical and interesting applica- 
tions of the principles and theories to acid ions will be given; 
numerous other applications will suggest themselves in connec- 
tion with the laboratory work on the acids. 

FractEonal Precipitation of Salts with a Commoii Ion. For saturated 
solutioQa of eilver chloride, bromide and iodide, we have, according to the 
principle of the eolubility-product ' : 

lAg+l. X ICl-]. = KAgci = 1 X 10-'"; [Aff*-], X [Br-I, = K^gBr = 4 X lO""; 
lAg^J, X [I-I, = K^gi = 3 X 10-". 

For a solution saturated simultaneously with the three silver salts, the value 
of the conoentration of ths silver-ion is the same in the three solubility-products 
(see p. 164). ConHequently, for such a solution, with which the three soUd 
salts are in equihbrium, the Tatios of the coTicenirafions of the aniims must be; 
[CI-j : [Br-] : [I-] = IvAgci = KAgBr  ^Agi = 3 X 10^ ; 1300 : 1. That is, if 
silver nitrate is added to a mixture of iodides, bromides and chlorides, siher 
iodide must be precipitated first, until the concentration of bromide-ion, in 
solution, is 1300 times as great aa the concentration of the iodide-ion left in 
solution. Then bromide and traces ot iodide of silver will be precipitated, until 
the amcentralion of chloride-ion is 300,000 times as great as the concentration 
of iodide-ion and some 250 times as great aa the concentration of the bromide- 
ion. In other words, if silver nitrate is added gradually to such a mixture, 
iodide-ion and bromide-ion will be almost completely removed from solution 
hefoTe a precipitate of silver chloride co,n be in egwUibrium with the solution. 
This gives us a covenient and rapid method of detecting chloridte, if present, 

' The constants refer to 18°. The subindicea are used to distinguish the 
(unequal) concentrations of the eilver-ioo and of the halide ions in the differ- 
ent solutions referred to in the text. 
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in more than small quantities, with iodides and bromides. Silver nitrate, a 
few drops at a time, is added to the solution and the mixture vigorously shaken 
after each addition. As long as a yellow (Agl) or yellowish (AgBr) silver salt 
is precipitated on the addition of silver nitrate to the supernatant liquid (the 
precipitate settles quickly), silver nitrate is added as before; when the color 
becomes quite pale, the solution is filtered and silver nitrate added a drop at 
a time; if a pure while precipitate results finally, chloride-ion is present in the 
mixture (exp.). 

Complex Ions. Instances of the r61e of complex ions in the analysis for 
add ions are niunerous. One of the most interesting illustrations is the 
application of the equilibriiun conditions for the complex silver-anmionium-ion 
(p. 224) to the separation of silver chloride, bromide and iodide. A rather 
more convenient and more sensitive method^ for detecting the three halide 
ions in the presence of each other than the method just considered, may be 
discussed from this point of view. 

The condition of equilibrium between silver-ion, ammonia and silver- 
anmionium-ion is expressed in the relation: 

[Ag^j X [NH,P ^ j^ ^ 1 

[Ag(NH,)i-] 10' 

The concentration of silver-ion, which may exist in an ammoniacal solution, 
evidently must decrease rapidly with increasing concentrations of the free 
ammonia. Now, let us imagine only sufficient free ammonia, in solution, 
added to a mixture of silver chloride, bromide and iodide, to keep the con- 
centration of silver-ion, which can exist in the solution, say at [Ag+] = 6 X 10"', 
which is just xiTjth of the concentration of silver-ion in a saturated aqueous 
solution of silver bromide. Such a solution of ammonia, in contact with the 
three silver salts mentioned, will dissolve silver chloride, if sufficient is present, 
until [C1-] = Kj^Qi/6 X 10-» = 0.017 molar. At the same time, silver bro- 
mide would be dissolved until [Br-] = K^gBr / ^ X 10-» = 0.000,06 molar. 
In other words, silver chloride covM be dissolved in some qtuirUity, while silver 
bromide is dissolved only in traces (the ratio of [C1-] : [Br-j is again about 
250 : 1). When such an ammoniacal extract is acidified with nitric acid, 
almost pure (white) silver chloride would be precipitated and only traces of 
bromide would be lost. After the extraction of the chloride, an increased 
concentraiion of ammonia would lead, similarly, to a solution in which silver 
bromide would dissolve readily and only traces of the iodide be lost, and thus 
a separation of bromide and iodide may be effected. 

In Hagar's method, the concentration of ammonia, required to dissolve 
silver chloride with but traces of bromide, is attained by the use of a solution 
of ammonium sesqui-carbonate,* in which free anmionia is present only in 
small concentration, as a result of the hydrolysis of the salt. After the 

* Hagar's method. See Fresenius, loc. cU., pp. 356 and 378. 

* See Fresenius, loc. city pp. 356 and 378, for the preparation of the solution 
and for details of the method, and see Smith, General Inorganic Chemistry, 
p. 566, as to the nature of the sesqui-carbonate. 
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extraction of the chloride by this solution, the bromide is extracted with a 
6% solution of ammoivia. 

Complex Ions of Acid Ions with Other Acids. — In the study of complex 
ions we found that positive iona (silver, cupric, etc.) may form complex | 

positive ions with ammonia ' or complex negative iona with acid ions {e.g. with ' 

oyanide-ion). In the atitdy of the acid iona we also meet instances of complexes i 

formed by the union of two acids to form a new complex add. Ammonium ' 

phosphomolybdatc, an important salt that ia extremely useful in detecting the 
presence of phosphate-ion, is the most interesting instance of the aalt of such 
an acid, which is met in elementary qualitative analyua.* 

Ammonium phosphomolybdate, (NHOiPOi, 12 MoOi, is the salt of a / 

complex phosphomolybdic acid, formed from phosphoric add, : P{OH),, \ 

andmolybdic acid, OiMo(OH),, by a loss of water, much as potassium dichro- 'j 

mate is formed from potaadum acid chromate [KG (CrO,) OH + HO (CrOi) I 

OK^KO (CrO,) O (CrO,) OK]. The only difference between the two actions | 

lies in the fact that, in the case of the dichromate, anhydride formation occurs 
between two molecules of a aingb acid; in the case of the phoaphomolybdate, 
anhydride formation takes place between molecules of different acida, and a 
much larger number of molecules is involved. If we suppose the combination 
between the two adds to proceed symmetrically,' we may conader the follow- 
ing to be the action: ' 
0: P(0H),-|-3[H0 (Mo05)OH-(-HO(MoO,)OH-f HO(MoO,) OH-(-HO(MoO,) ' 
OH 5=t : P [O (MoO,) (MoO,) (MoO,) O (MoO,) 0HI,-|-12 H,0. 

Intermediate complex acida, containing less molybdic acid, are no doubt \ 

formed first (the action is a relatively dow one), and the action proceeds 
until the formation of an insoluble salt leads to the final precipitation of all of 
the phosphate in this form. The precipitate shows the characteristic behav- 
ior of an add anhydride — alkaliei dissoii* U readily and form phosphate and ' 
molybdate — «.ff. ammonium hydroxide forma [NH.I.HPO. and (NH,),MoO, \ 
(exp.). Dichromal«a, in a similar way, are converted by alkalies into chro 
matea, an action which may readily be followed by the diange in color (exp.). 

Ozidation and ReductioD, — While fractional precipitation of diver iodide, 
bromide and chloride, and fractional solution of the silver salts in ammonia 
are convenient methods for detecting the three halide ions in the presence of 
one another, the tiwsi accurate and ntoal convenient methods for this purpose 
de[)end on the different sensitiveness which iodide, bromido and chloride iona 
exhibit towards oxidising agenta. Of the three halogens, iodine shows the 
smallest tendency to form its ion (sec the table, p. 294), chlorine the greatest. 
Vice versa, of the three halide ions, iodide-ion is most readily, chloride-ion least 
readily, oxidized. Treatment with a mild ondiiing agent, such as ferric-ion 

• They also form complex ions with substances related to ammonia, such 
as the organic amines. 

 Ammonium arsenomolybdate is an analogous salt (see Laboratory Man- 
ual, Part III). A similar complex add, phosphotungstic acid, ia used in alka- 
loidal analysis. 

* The exact structure of the complex acid ia not known. 



id m allta- k 



306 QUALITATIVE CHEMICAL ANALYSIS 

(see Chap. XIV and Laboratory Manual under iodide-ion), suffices to oxidize 
iodide-ion to iodine : 2 Fe+^f"*" + 2 1~ ^ 2 Fe++ + 12. Bromide-ion and chloride- 
ion are left practically unaffected by this agent (see Chap. XIV). A somewhat 
stronger oxidizing agent, chromic acid (or its ion Cr' ' • ' ' ', see Chap. XV), oxi- 
dizes bromide-ion and leaves chloride-ion practically unaffected : 2 Cr++++++ 
-h 6 Br- ^ 2 Cr+++ -f 3 Br2. This method of fractional oxidation forms one 
of the most convenient and sensitive methods for detecting the three halide 
ions in the presence of one another.^ 

We shall discuss here only one other oxidation-reduction reaction, taken 
in connection with the laboratory work — the oxidation of hydroiodic add by 
exposure to the air and the resistance to oxidation shown h}^ an iodide^ such 
as potassium iodide, under the same conditions. The following method of 
proximate analysis of the chief relations involved may also be used to interpret 
the contrast in the behavior of hydroiodic acid and that of hydrobromic or 
hydrochloric acid (Laboratory Manual, q. v.). In all of these cases the actual 
relations are rendered more complex in consequence of secondary reactions, 
than is indicated in the text that follows: it is intended only to outline the 
most effective of the factors involved and to illuminate the quaUtative results 
observed. 

Oxidation of Hydroiodic Acid by Air. — The oxidation of hydroiodic acid, or 
of potassium iodide, by the oxygen of the air may be considered (Chapters XIV 
and XV) to involve primarily the action 

4 1- + O2 + 2 HOH ^ 2 12 -f 4 H0-. (1) 

The condition for equilibrium will be 

Ii-]« X [0.1 ^^ .„., 

[I,P X [H0-]« ^i"»- ^'^> 

A system in which 1- is directly in equilibrium with 1 2 (for which [I-]i* : 
[I2I1 = Kj- lo^ijne = 5.6 X 102», at room temperature (p. 298)) and in which, 
at the same time, HO" is directly in equilibrium with O2 (for which at 
room temperature [HO-]i* : [02]i = KHQ-.Oxygen = ^-^ X 10^« (p. 298)) would 
also represent a condition of equilibrium for the four jMmponents. We find thus 

„ ^'l-.IodiDe (5.6 X l(y) » . . 

^OO""- - Kho- Oxygen " 8.2 X 10« " * >< 1" • (3) 

With the aid of this constant and of equation (2) we can obtain, at least, an 
approximate interpretation of the results of the exposure of hydroiodic acid 
and of potassium iodide to the influence of atmospheric oxygen.' We may 

* In the Laboratory Manual a second, similar method is also given. 

* It is considered that water has a constant concentration in a dilute solu- 
tion and that for its active components [H+] X [H0-] is a constant (p. 176). 

* In the calculation which follows, which is meant merely for a rough 
survey, no account is taken of the formation of complex ions I7i or of the 
tendency of hydroiodic acid to decompose spontaneously into iodine and 
hydrogen: 2 H+ + 2 I-^ H2 + I2, a reaction which could also be studied 
profitably with the aid of the equilibrium constants for I2 ;p± 2 I- and for 
H2 i=± 2 H+. The value of the iodide constant is also uncertain (see p. 273). 
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calculate, first, what concentration of free iodine would be reguiTed to prevent 
ozidatioii of hydroiodic acid, in molar solution, by the oxygen of the 
establish equIUbrium. We will call x that concentration of Ig. As hydroiodic 
acid is a very strong acid, ionized to the extent of about 80 % in molar 
solution, we may, with sufficient accuracy for our purpose, conader it com- 
pletely ionized and put [I-] = 1 and [H+| = 1. Since at 25° |H+] X [HO"] = 
1.2 X 10-" (p. 104), we may put [HO-| - 10-"". The concentration of 
oxygen in the air, at room temperature, may be considered to be approximately 
JOJ = (1/6) X (1/23.9). Inserting all these given values in equation (2), 

[I-l' X [0.1 _ 1 X (1/5) X (1/23.9) _ , ^ ,™ ,,. 

[1,1' X [HO-]' X' X (lO-")- « X i" . W 

Solving for x, we find i - 10" = [I|], That is, free iodine of thia enormous 
concentration would be required to prevent oxidation of hydroiodic acid in 
molar solution by the oxygen of the air at room temperatures. It is obvious 
that hydroiodic acid must be extremely sensitive to oxidation by exposure 
to air. 

One might eetimate, in a similar way, the extent to which hydroiodic acid, 
of a given concentration, would be oxidized by mr before equilibrium would be 
reached. The process would involve simultaneous changes in three faetera — 
iodide-ion is destroyed, iodine is formed and hydroxide-ion increases, aa there- 
suit of the neutralization of hydrogen-ion by the hydroxide-ion formed in the 
action (see above). The solution of the equilibrium equation is too involved 
for the elementary purposes of this discussion: it leads to the same qualitative 
conclusion as was just reached. 

Oxidation of Potassium Iodide by Air. We may now ask what the relations 
would be, if we used a molar solution of potassium iodide in place of the free 
acid. [I-] and [Os| would have the same value as before. The solution being 
originally neutral, [H0-] would at first have the value Vl.2 X 10-" — 
1.1 X 10~', But when potassium iodide is exposed to the air, if iodine is 
liberated, the solution becomes alkaline' (HQ- is formed according to equa- 
tion (1)) and the concentration of HO- consequently srouiBCTmiinuoualj/preoiCT". 
We will, therefore, formulate the problem as follows: how much iodiTie' mutt be 
liberated, by oxidation of iodide-ion, in molar potassium iodide solution in order to 
eitablisk equUibrium? For every two molecules of iodine liberated, four HQ- 
ions are formed (equation (1)). If we call y the concentration of iodine at the 
point of equiUbrium, then 2y ia tiie concentration of [HO-j at that point, 
formed by the oxidation process. Inserting the given values' in equation (2), we 

[I-]' X 10,1 _ 1 X (1/5) X (1/23.9) 
[I.]' X [HO-]* y' X (2 !,)• 



1 



- - 4 X 10-. 



' 4 K+ -I- 4 I- -I- 0, -1- 2 HOH s:± 2 I, + 4 K+ + 4 HO-. I 

; ' The formation of complex ions 17 and other secondary reactions (for- I 

mation of bypoiodite, iodate, etc.) are ignored. I 

' y has so small a value that we may consider [I-J praciicaUy unchanged. I 
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Solving for y, we find y » 0.007. That is, in molar solution, about 1.4% of 
the iodide^ would be oxidized (carbonic acid and other acids being excluded); 
in 5 c.c. (see Lab. Manual, p. 73) 9 milligrams of iodine* would be liberated to 
reach a condition of equilibrium.' 

It is thus clear that the conditions for equilibrium betvT^een a solution oH an 
iodide and air would be satisfied, in the case of an alkali iodide, by the libera- 
tion of a mere trace of iodine, whereas, as was previously shown, in the case 
of hydrogen iodide, a very large proportion dt iodine must be liberated before 
equilibruim could obtain. A careful comparison (A the two developments 
shows that the difference in result' is plainly due to the higher oxidizing 
power, the higher potential of oxygen (p. 280), in acid solutions, containing 
only a minute concentration of hydroxide-ion, as compared with its efficiency 
in neutral or slightly alkaline solution. 

1 0.007 I2 - 0.014 I-. 

* A mole of I2 - 2 X 127 = 254 grams; (0.007 X 254 X 5)/1000 = 
0.009 gram. 

' The tendency of iodine to form hyj)oiodous acid, iodates, etc., is not taken 
into consideration here and involves another relation. 
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